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Dear Lord Justice Leveson,

Submission to the Leveson Inquiry: Culture, Practice and Ethics of the Press

M ake Justice W ork  is a cam paign to  boost public su p p o rt fo r  a change in how  B rita in  deals 
w ith  m in o r o ffende rs  -  a sw itch  fro m  expensive and fu t ile  sho rt prison te rm s  to  intensive 
and e ffec tive  sanctions, de live red  in the  com m un ity . It aim s to  raise pub lic  awareness o f the  
pointlessness and expense o f locking up low -leve l o ffende rs, on ly  fo r  them  to  o ffend  again 
and again. Crucially, the  cam paign iden tifies  th e  co m m u n ity  a lte rna tives  to  custody th a t are 
m ost e ffec tive  bo th  at reducing re -o ffend in g  and cu ttin g  costs.

W e have recen tly  seen the  subm ission by The Howard League to  th e  Leveson Inqu iry  abou t 
the  negative im pact o f the  tab lo id  press upon sentencing policy. The le tte r  was a ra tiona l 
and measured re flec tion  o f the  s itua tion  and we w ou ld  w ish to  endorse it w ho lehea rted ly .

H owever, we fee l com pelled  to  h igh ligh t the  s itua tion  in re la tion  to  the  repo rting  o f 
co m m u n ity  sentencing. C om m un ity  sentences, and in pa rticu la r the  rigorous and 
dem and ing  A lte rna tives  to  Custody (AlC's), have been show n no t on ly  to  be m ore e ffec tive  
in reducing re -o ffend in g  by changing a ttitu d e s  and behaviour, bu t are also fa r  cheaper and 
th e re fo re  cost e ffec tive  too . This is backed by a p le tho ra  o f research w hich can be accessed 
a t h ttp ://w w w .m a k e iu s tic e w o rk .o rg .u k /u s e fu l- in fo rm a tio n /p u b lic a tio n s /. Fu rthe rm ore  the  
research ind icates th a t m any o ffende rs  find  the  rigours o f co m m u n ity  sentences onerous 
and dem anding, so much so th a t th e y  w ou ld  p re fe r a sho rt period o f im prisonm en t.

Despite th is , the  tab lo id  press co n tin u a lly  represents co m m u n ity  a lte rna tives  proven to  be 
e ffec tive  as a 's o ft o p tio n ', and th a t the  o ffe n d e r has 'g o t aw ay' w ith  the  crim e. This leads to  
the  pressures upon po litic ians  and the  ju d ic ia ry  th a t is ou tlin e d  so w e ll in the  Howard 
League subm ission. The resu lt is th a t w h ils t po litic ians  are fu lly  aware o f the  evidence th a t 
supports  the  g rea te r use o f co m m u n ity  a lte rna tives, th e y  are under pressure fro m  large 
sectors o f th e  press to  deve lop  polic ies th a t focus upon im prisonm en t, w h ich  are bo th  less 
e ffec tive  and m ore costly.
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W hils t in no w ay w ou ld  we w ish to  in h ib it press freedom , we consider th a t the  a b ility  o f the  
press to  in fluence should com e w ith  respons ib ility  and be governed by an e th ica l code.

For a fe w  ind iv idua l press p ro p rie to rs  to  have so much in fluence over gove rnm en t policy, as 
in the  fo rm u la tio n  o f c rim ina l jus tice  po licy and subsequent practice, is w h o lly  
undem ocra tic . This is unhea lthy  and is no t in the  best in te res t o f the  coun try , e ith e r 
p o litica lly  o r fiscally. In Scandinavian countries, w here  the  press p ro file  is d iffe re n t and 
w here  the  tab lo id  press has no t developed in the  m anner it has in the  UK, the  G overnm ents 
are able to  deve lop  crim ina l jus tice  polic ies w hich are ra tiona l and evidence-based upon 
'w h a t w orks ', ra the r than  th e m  being fo rm u la te d  under the  m align in fluence o f a media 
seeking headlines to  make a p ro fit and to  fu r th e r  the  in fluence th e y  have upon po litic ians.

M ake Justice W ork  urges the  Leveson Inqu iry  to  be bold and seize the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  a ffec t 
a sea change in the  cu ltu re  and eth ics o f the  British media and bring back an e thos o f 
responsib ility , and to  lessen the  in fluence th a t the  press has upon po litic ians  and policy 
making.

M ake Justice W ork  w ou ld  be happy to  supp ly fu r th e r  evidence to  suppo rt th is.

Y ours Sincerely

R om a H ooper 
D irector
M ake Justice W ork
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