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T h e  Sun, N e w s  G ro up  N e w s p a p e rs  L im ited
S . W a rin g  

First S ta te m e n t  
"SW 1 -  5 ” 

16 J a n u a ry  2 0 1 2

IN  T H E  M A T T E R  O F  T H E  L E V E S O N  IN Q U IR Y  IN T O  T H E  C U L T U R E , P R A C T IC E S  A N D  
E T H IC S  O F  T H E  P R E S S

W IT N E S S  S T A T E M E N T  O F  

S T E P H E N  W A R IN G

I, S te p h e n  W arin g , c /o  T h e  S un , N e w s  G ro up  N e w s p a p ers  L im ited, 3  T h o m a s  M o re  S q u a re ,

L o n d on  E 9 8  1XY, will s a y  a s  foliows:

A . i a m  th e  P ubiish ing  D irecto r o f T h e  S un . I h a v e  b een  a production  jou rn a iis t on T h e  Sun  for 

2 4  ye ars , in w hich  tim e I h a v e  w orked  on the new s, fe a tu re s  an d  sport d esks. I w a s  

ap p o in ted  as  the  P ublish ing  D irec to r in Ju n e  2 0 0 7  to o v e rs e e  th e  production  o f the new s  

an d  fe a tu re  p ag es  in p rep ara tio n  fo r o ur m o ve  to fuii-coiour. B e fo re  that, I w a s  an  A ss is tan t 

E dito r and  then  an  A s so c ia te  Editor. I w orked  as  T h e  S un 's  H e a d  o f S port b e tw e e n  20 01  

and  2 0 0 7  and  w a s  th e  A ssis tan t F e a tu re s  E d ito r for e ig ht ye ars , b e tw e e n  1 9 9 3  and  2 0 0 1 . i 

orig inaiiy  jo in ed  th e  p a p e r in 1 9 8 7  as  a  n ew s sub -ed ito r b efo re  b eco m in g  an A ss is tan t 

N ight E d ito r and  th en  the  n ew s  C h ie f S ub-E d itor, i h ave  b een  on th e  ed iting  rota in th e s e  

vario us  ro ies s ince 2 0 0 1 .

B . T h e  purpo se o f th is w itn ess  s ta te m e n t is to respond to th e  q uestion s  se t o u t in a  ie tter from  

the  inqu iry  d ated  1 D e c e m b e r 2011 concern ing T h e  S un 's  c o v e ra g e  on 1 J a n u a ry  2011 o f 

the  a rres t o f C h ris to p h er Je fferies . I am  responding to th ese  questions b e c a u s e  I w a s  th e  

D uty  E d ito r for the edition  o f T h e  S u n  pub lished  that day. T h e  E d ito r o f T h e  S un , D om in ic  

M o h a n , w a s  on h o liday  during  th is period.

C . T h e  c o v e ra g e  o f M r  Je ffe ries  w hich  a p p e a re d  in the  ed ition  o f T h e  S un  pub lished  on 1 

J a n u a ry  2011 co m p rised  th re e  s e p a ra te  artic les  p resen ted  o ver a  front p ag e  and tw o  

inside p ag es . O n  th e  front p a g e  w a s  an  artic le head lined , “O b s e s s e d  w ith  d e a th ”, w hich  

turns on to th e  inside righ t-hand  p a g e  (“A r t ic le  1”). T h e  ins ide le ft-h an d  p a g e  o f th e  1 

J a n u a ry  2011 ed ition  co n ta ined  tw o  artic les head lined : “W h a t do you th ink I a m .. .a  

p erv ert? ” (“A r t ic le  2 ”) an d  "M e d d le r let h im se lf in our flat" (“A r t ic le  3").

D . 1 n ote  th a t on 2 9  Ju ly  2 0 1 1 , T h e  S un , to g e th e r w ith  the  D a ily  Mirror, the  S u n d a y  Mirror, th e  

D aily  M ail, the  D a ily  R e co rd , the  D a ily  E xpress , the  D a ily  S ta r and  th e  S co tsm an  a g re e d  to 

p ay  d a m a g e s  to M r  Je ffe ries  to se ttle  a  libel action . T h e  S un  m a d e  an  ap o lo g y  in court as  

regard s  its c o v e ra g e  o f M r Je fferies  on 2 9  July 2011 an d  pub lished  an  ap o lo g y  to M r  

Je ffe rie s  in the 3 0  Ju ly  2011 edition  (s e e  E xh ib it S W 1 ).
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E . N e w s  G ro up  N e w s p a p e rs  L im ited, as  publishers o f T h e  S un, an d  M irro r G ro u p  

N e w s p a p e rs  L im ited , as  pub lishers o f the  D a ily  Mirror, w e re  found on 2 9  Ju ly  2011 to h a v e  

b een  guilty o f co n tem p t o f court, an d  fined  £ 1 8 ,0 0 0  and  £ 5 0 ,0 0 0  respectively.

F . I w ou ld  like to put on record  m y  s in cere  persona l regret that m y actions d irectly  con tribu ted  

to, a n d  e x a c e rb a te d , the  ac u te  personal d is tress that M r Je fferies  su ffered  a t being n a m e d  

an d  w ro n g ly  a rre s ted  as  a  m u rd er suspect. I apo log ise , both p erson a lly  an d  on b e h a lf o f  

T h e  S un , to M r Jefferies  fo r not tak ing  a d e q u a te  p recau tions in o u r c o v e ra g e  o f th e s e  

ev e n ts .

G . I h a v e  se t out b e low  the q uestion s ra ised  by th e  L eveso n  Inquiry and  m y a n s w e rs  to th em .

1 In s o fa r  a s  th is  a r t ic le  c o n ta in s  a s s e r t io n s  o f  fa c t, p le a s e  s e t  o u t, w ith o u t  n a m in g

in d iv id u a l s o u rc e s , y o u r  b e l ie f  a s  to  w h e r e  th e  e v id e n c e  a lle g e d ly  s u p p o r t in g  s u c h  

a s s e r t io n s  c a m e : in  p a r t ic u la r , s ta t in g  (a ) w h e th e r  s u c h  e v id e n c e  c a m e  fro m  th e  

p o lic e  ( i f  s o , w h e n , a n d  in  g e n e ra l te r m s  b y  w h a t  m e a n s ) , (b ) th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  

in v e s t ig a t io n s  a n d  in q u ir ie s  y o u  b e lie v e  w e r e  c a rr ie d  o u t , a n d  (c ) w h e th e r  s u c h  

in v e s t ig a t io n s  a n d  in q u ir ie s  e n ta ile d  c o n ta c t in g  M r  J e f fe r ie s ' fo r m e r  p u p ils  ( I f  s o ,  

s e t t in g  o u t  h o w  m a n y , p ro v id in g  th e  g is t  o f  w h a t  th e y  s a id , a n d  s u p p ly in g  y o u r  

n o te s  o f  a n y  r e le v a n t  c o n v e rs a t io n s , re d a c t in g  th e m  to  p ro te c t  y o u r  s o u rc e s  a s  

a p p r o p r ia te ) .

1 .1  O n  F rid a y  31 D e c e m b e r 2 0 1 0 , in line w ith s tand ard  practice a t  T h e  S un , co p y  filed w ith  th e  

n ew s  d e s k  by repo rte rs  w a s  prioritised by the  n ew s d esk  an d  p res en ted  to  th e  D u ty  E d ito r 

fo r co n sidera tio n . A  n u m b e r o f artic les w e re  subm itted  and  d iscussed  in th e  daily  m orn ing  

n e w s  co n fe re n c e  at 1 1 .3 0 a m . A t this co n feren ce , th e  m a jo r stories fo r th e  fo llow ing d ay 's  

ed ition  w e re  put fo rw ard  to th e  D u ty  E d ito r by th e  N e w s  Editor. T h e  D u ty  E d ito r is 

re sp o n s ib le  fo r o versee in g  th e  co n ten t o f th e  en tire  p a p e r an d  w ould  not n o rm a lly  

p ers o n a lly  conduct in terview s w ith  so u rces or w rite  m ateria l fo r th a t day 's  ed ition . 

T h e re fo re , w hilst I w a s  b riefed  on th e  stories th a t w e re  being re se arc h e d  an d  filed by n e w s  

repo rte rs , I did not m yse lf conduct a n y  in terview s for th a t d a y ’s stories. N o r did I w rite  a n y  

co p y  o r ta k e  a n y  n otes  o f m y m e etin g s  or co nversations th a t day . I o f co u rse  ac k n o w le d g e  

that, as  D u ty  Editor, o ne o f m y  responsib ilities w a s  to be satisfied  w ith  th e  a c c u ra c y  an d  

a p p ro p ria te n e s s  o f each  story in th a t d a y ’s edition .

1 .2  A fte r the  daily  m orning co n fe re n c e  on Friday, 31 D e c e m b e r 2 0 1 0 , 1 d iscu ssed  the  n a tu re  o f 

th e  m ate ria l in th e  c o v e ra g e  o f M r  Je ffe ries  in g re a te r detail w ith the N e w s  E d ito r a t a rou n d  

1 pm , w h e n  w e  had an  in d ep th  d iscussion ab o u t w hich  stories w ould  be g iven  p ro m in e n c e  

in th e  paper. I m a d e  inquiries w ith  th e  N e w s  E d itor ab o u t the  a c cu ra cy  o f th e  in form ation  

an d  w a s  as su re d  th a t th e  ind ividuals in terv iew ed  w e re  g en u in e , that th e  q uo tes  w e re  an  

a c c u ra te  reflection  o f the ir v ie w s  an d  that w e  had spoken  to  th e  p eo p le  co n ce rn ed .

1 .3  A s  fa r  as  I recall, the  in form ation  g iven  to m e  by the  new s d e s k  w a s  th a t the  police h ad  

p rovided  ve ry  g en era l g u id an ce  on the  c a s e  in m ed ia  briefings to reporters . B eyond  th is, 

as I h a v e  outlined in m y s ta te m e n t below , the  so u rces for th e  sto ry w e re  not m e m b e rs  o f  

th e  police and  w e  did not o ffer o r m a ke  a n y  p aym en ts  to a n y  m e m b e rs  o f th e  police fo rce  

in re turn  fo r inform ation  on this story.

1 .4  F o r th e  p urpo ses o f th is w itn ess  s ta tem en t, inquiries h ave  b een  m a d e  a s  to the so u rces  o f  

th e  s to ries  pub lished  on 1 J a n u a ry  2011 and  I h ave  b een  in form ed th a t th e  position is a s  

fo llow s:
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A rtic le  1

1 .4 .1  T h e  ex-pup il q uo ted  in this artic le ca lled  T h e  S u n ’s new s d esk  on 3 0  D e c e m b e r  

2 0 1 0  to p ass on his im pression  o f M r Je ffe ries  from  his tim e as a  pupil a t C lifton  

C o lle g e  in Bristol. I u nd erstan d  that th e  w itn ess s ta tem en t o f G a ry  O ’S h e a  will 

ad d res s  th e  p rep aratio n  o f this artic le in m o re  detail.

A rtic le  2

1 .4 .2  Th is  artic le  w a s  b ased  on inform ation provided to E m ily  N ash , a  n ew s repo rte r a t 

T h e  S un, from  a source w h o  w ished  to rem ain  an o nym o us . A  friend o f th e  so u rce  

ca lled  the new s d e s k  an d  provided the  s o u rc e ’s con tact d eta ils  to John S turg is , th e  

duty N e w s  Editor, on 3 0  D e c e m b e r 2 0 1 0 . John  s e n t an em ail regard ing  th is call to  

E m ily  th e  s a m e  d a y  (s e e  th e  em ail at S W 2 ), E m ily  then  ca lled  th e  so u rce  

(transcrip ts  p rep ared  from  th e  tap es  of the  tw o ca lls  a re  at S W 3 ) an d  th e  m a jo rity  

o f th e  contents o f A rtic le  2  a re  b ased  on th ese  d iscussions.

1 .4 .3  T h e  final section  o f A rtic le  2  re fers to co m m en ts  m a d e  by e x -te n a n ts  o f M r Je ffe ries  

w h o  w e re  likely identified  using the  e lec to ra l roll or T ra c e s m a rt (a  repu tab le  

d a ta b a s e  contain ing  e lec to ra l roll in form ation). T h e s e  co m m en ts  w e re  provided  to  

R yan  S ab e y , a  n ew s re p o rte r a t  T h e  S un, in a  fa c e  to  fa c e  m eeting  w ith  th e  co u p le  

(fo r w hich  th e re  is no reco rd ing ) on 31 D e c e m b e r 2 0 1 0 . R y an  then  fo llo w ed  up th is  

m eeting  w ith  a  call to th e  co u p le  a short w h ile  a fte rw ards  and sp o ke  to o n e  o f 

th em . A  transcrip t p rep ared  from  th e  ta p e  o f this call is a t Exhibit S W 4 .

A rtic le  3

1 .4 .4  T ra c e s m a rt w a s  used  to identify individuals w h o  had prev iously  lived a t 4 4  

C a n y n g e  R o a d , w h e re  Jo a n n a  Y e a te s  lived w h e n  sh e  w e n t m issing. T h e  

A n d erto n s ’ n a m e  a p p e a re d  as  past residents. T h e ir  n am e s  w e re  th en  ch e c k e d  

using a  “n a m e s  se a rc h ” on T racesm art, w hich  found an  ad d ress  in B e rk h a m p sted , 

H ertfo rdsh ire . V in c e  S o od in , a  n ew s repo rter a t T h e  S un, vis ited th is a d d re s s  on  

31 D e c e m b e r 2 0 1 0 . T h e  A n d erto n s ag re e d  to  do  an  in terv iew  w ith  h im  an d  

provided  a  photo o f th em  to  publish. P le a s e  s e e  Exhibit S W 5  for a copy o f V in c e ’s  

h an dw ritten  co n tem p o ran e o u s  notes o f this m eeting  and  a typ ed  s u m m a ry  o f the  

co m m en ts  m a d e  by  th e  A n d erto n s. V in c e  p rep ared  the  artic le on th e  basis o f this  

in te rv iew  an d  co p y  provided  by a  new s ag ency, w hich  had in te rv iew ed  th e  

A n d erto n s  e a rlie r  th e  s a m e  day.

2  S ta te  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  s te p s , i f  a n y , y o u  to o k  o r  c a u s e d  to  b e  ta k e n  to  v e r i fy  th e  

a c c u r a c y  o f  a n y  in fo rm a tio n  y o u  re c e iv e d .

2 .1  A s  outlined  ab o ve , I m a d e  inquiries w ith  the  N e w s E d ito r regard ing  th e  so u rces fo r th e s e  

sto ries . I as ke d  if w e  w e re  h ap py  that the so u rces w e re  g en u in e  and that w e  had  spoken  

to th em  and  properly  re p res en ted  the ir v iew s. N o  issues w e re  identified to m e . F rom  an  

o p era tio n a l point o f view , it is not practical, particu larly during  a ho liday period  w h e n  th e re  

a re  fe w e r s ta ff arou n d , fo r th e  D u ty  E d ito r to in terv iew  individual reporters  ab o u t th e ir  

so u rces  o n ce  the N e w s  E d ito r h as  confirm ed he is satis fied  in this respect.

3  S ta te  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  d is c u s s io n s , i f  any , w h ic h  to o k  p ia c e  b e tw e e n  jo u r n a i is ts  a n d  

y o u r s e if  in  re ia t io n  to  th e  fo r e g o in g  m a tte rs .

3 .1  D uring  th e  e a rly  even ing  on 31 D e c e m b e r 2 0 1 0 , w e  w e re  con fiden t th a t th e  m ajo rity  o f th e  

m ateria l fo r the  n ext d a y ’s edition  had been  subm itted . A round  this tim e  I had  th e  first o f
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m a n y  d iscussions w ith  th e  duty night law yer regard ing  M r Je ffe ries  (s e e  fu rth er b e low  in 

th is resp ec t) and  b eg an  to p rep are  the  p ag es  for p roduction. I w a s  co n ce rn ed  a b o u t 

ensuring  that w e  provided  a d e g re e  o f b a lan ce  a longside  th e  critical c o m m en ts  ab o ut M r  

Jefferies . I em p h a s is e d  the  im p ortan ce o f th is to the  N e w s  E d itor in th e  a fte rn oo n  an d  to  

th e  C h ie f S u b -E d ito r a round  6 pm , as  th e  m ateria l w a s  re v iew ed  an d  p rep ared  for 

publication . W h ils t m o re  serious a llegations w e re  m a d e  ag a in s t M r Je ffe rie s  by various  

so u rces, including th e  so u rces  d iscussed  in paragrap h  1 .4  ab o ve , I did not w a n t inc lude  

th em  in th e  p ap er. T h e  artic les  in T h e  S un on S atu rd ay , 1 Ja n u a ry  2011 re la ting  to M r  

Je ffe rie s  do h a v e  qualifying  s ta tem en ts , a lthough now  I a p p rec ia te  th a t th e s e  w e re  

insufficient.

4  W h a t  le g a l a d v ic e , if  a n y , w a s  ta k e n  in  re la t io n  to  a n y  o f  th e  fo re g o in g  m a tte rs ;  a n d  if  

y o u  a re  p re p a r e d  to  w a iv e  p r iv iie g e , w h a t  w a s  th e  n a tu re  o f  th a t  a d v ic e ?

4 .1  Follow ing the w id es p rea d  c o v e ra g e  o f M r Jefferies ' a rres t in the press on Friday, 31 

D e c e m b e r 2 0 1 0 , th e  A tto rn ey  G e n e ra l w a s  as ke d  ab o ut m e d ia  c o v e ra g e  o f M r Je fferies  on 

th e  B B C  R a d io  F o u r n ew s p ro g ram m e. T h e  W orld  A t O n e . H e  d eclined  to ta lk  spec ifica lly  

ab o u t the  c o v e ra g e  but em p h as ised  the  purpose and im p ortan ce  o f the  C o n te m p t o f C o u rt 

A ct. I read  th e  A tto rn ey  G e n e ra l’s co m m en ts , w hich  w e re  reported  by th e  P re ss  

A ssociation ,

4 .2  In light o f this an d  th e  n a tu re  o f the  m ateria l fo r th e  stories on M r Je ffe ries , I had in tens ive  

discussions during  th e  a fte rnoon  and  even ing  w ith the  N e w s  E d itor and  so u gh t legal 

ad v ic e  w ith re sp ec t to w hich  a re a s  w e  w ould  and w ould  not cover. I reca ll sp ea k in g  to 

Justin  W alfo rd , th en  D e p u ty  L egal M a n a g e r o f N e w s  G roup  N e w s p a p e rs  L im ited, by p ho n e  

and  w e  d iscussed  th e  overall c o ve ra g e  o f th e  a rres t and , I b e lieve , the  A tto rn ey  G e n e ra l's  

co m m en ts . W e  a g re e d  that o ur c o ve ra g e  n eed e d  to be  ve ry  care fu lly  re v iew ed  to e n s u re  

co m p liance  w ith  leg a l n orm s and  stand ards perta in ing  to co n tem p t and  libel. I a g re e d  to 

discuss the  m a te ria l in d eta il w ith  th e  exp e rien ce d  duty n ight law yer.

4 .3  I d iscussed  the m a teria l in detail w ith th e  duty n ight law ye r on a  n u m b e r o f o ccasio ns from  

the  e a rly  ev en in g  until th e  first edition w e n t to press at 1 0 .1 5 p m . i read  th e  m ateria l in p ro o f 

fo rm  from  around  8 pm  a n d  th en  w orked  on th e  proofs c lo se ly  w ith the  duty n ight la w y e r in 

th e  office. T h is  invo lved  a lin e-b y-line  legal an alys is  and , w h e re  n ecessary , th e  dele tion  of 

m ateria l d e e m e d  to b e  inappropria te . I do not w a ive  priv ilege w ith re sp ec t to the  legal 

ad v ice  rece ived .

5  W h a t  c o n s id e ra t io n , i f  a n y , w a s  g iv e n  to  th e  E d ito rs ' C o d e ?

5 .1  I co n s idered  th e  C o d e  ca re fu lly  an d  did not b e lie ve  the  artic les  w e re  in b reach  o f th e  C o d e , 

as I understood  th e  m ate ria l w e  w e re  proposing to publish w a s  a c c u ra te  an d  had  not been  

g a ined  by h a ra s s m e n t. T h e  se n tim e n ts  o f the  sources had  b een  a c c u ra te ly  repo rted  an d  

w e  had en su re d  a n o n y m ity  for those w ho  asked  fo r it in a c c o rd a n c e  w ith th e  C o d e .

6  W h a t  c o n s id e ra t io n , i f  a n y , w a s  g iv e n  b y  y o u  to  p u b lic  in te re s t  is s u e s ?

6 .1  In te rm s  o f pub lic  in teres t I w a s  acu te ly  a w a re  th a t this w a s  a particu larly  shocking  m u rd er  

of a  young w o m a n , w hich  had  terrified  the  local co m m un ity  o v e r th e  C h ris tm as  period . 

P e o p le  w e re  a fra id  th a t th e  killer w a s  still on the  loose and su b se q u en tly  th e  police w arn e d  

local w o m en  not to go o ut a fte r dark.

6 .2  W e  h a v e  ass is ted  th e  police in the  past by publicising in form ation  in h igh -pro file  crim inal 

cases . T h e  sto ry had  b e e n  on th e  front p ag e  o f T h e  S un an d  o ther national n e w s p a p e rs  fo r  

th e  prev ious s e v e n  d ays  and  M r Je ffe ries ' a rres t had attrac ted  e n o rm o u s  c o v e ra g e  in th e
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p rev iou s 2 4  hours. Fo llow ing  the edition  pub lished  on 1 J a n u a ry  2 0 1 1 , th e  story w a s  

pub lished  on the  n ext 10  front p ag es  o f T h e  S un, reflecting  th e  ex tra o rd in ary  w a y  in w h ich  

th is m u rd e r continued  to d o m in a te  th e  n ew s a g e n d a . T h e re  w e re  m a n y  fa ls e  a lle g a tio n s  

m a d e  ag a in s t M r Je ffe rie s  on th e  in ternet and  in digital socia l m ed ia . In th e  m idst o f th is , I 

co n s id ered  it in th e  public in terest to report w ha t inform ation  w e  could, a lthough  I n o w  

a c k n o w le d g e  that th e  d e g re e  o f b a lan ce  I had sought to a c h ie v e  w a s  insufficiently re flec ted  

in th e s e  artic les.

6 .3  T h ro u g h o u t th e  m u rd er investigation  T h e  S un  e n d ea vo u red  to m ain ta in  good  re la tions w ith  

A von a n d  S o m e rs e t po lice an d  w h e re  possible sought to ass is t th em  in a p p e a ls  fo r  

in fo rm ation  w hile  a lso  respecting  th e  w ishes  o f the  grieving fam ily. O u r re a d e rs  a lso  u rg ed  

us to h e lp  and , on 7  J a n u a ry  2 0 1 1 , T h e  S un  an n ou n ced  that it w ould  put up a  £ 5 0 ,0 0 0  

rew ard  fo r inform ation  lead ing  to  the  a rres t and  conviction o f Jo a n n a  Y e a te s ' killer. T h is  

w a s  a rra n g e d  w ith  the  full support o f police and  fam ily. P o sters  w e re  put up arou n d  th e  

a re a  an d  football p layers  from  Bristol C ity  F C  h e lped  to pub lic ise it. D e te c tiv e  C h ie f  

Inspecto r Phil Jo n es o f A von  an d  S o m e rs e t police said: "I am  gratefu l fo r th e  g en ero s ity  o f  

T h e  S u n  n ew sp ap er, an d  I a m  sure  th a t Jo's fam ily  will be to uched  by th is kind g estu re ."  Jo  

Y e a te s ' p aren ts , D av id  and  T ere sa  Y ea tes , said: "W e h op e th a t the  rew ard  w ill e n c o u ra g e  

s o m e o n e  to  co m e fo rw ard  and  ta lk  to  th e  police if th e y  h a v e  not a lre a d y  d o n e  so. A s  a  

fam ily  w e  n e e d  a n s w e rs  and  so m e o n e  out th e re  m ay  h ave  th em . W h e n  w e  w e re  told th a t  

such a la rg e  am o u n t o f m o n ey  had  b een  o ffered  by T h e  S un w e  w e re  o verw h e lm ed ."

7  W a s  th e r e  a s p ik e  in  c irc u ia t io n /s a ie s  a t  th e  t im e  o f  a n d /o r  fo iio w in g  th e  p u b iic a t io n  

o f  th is  s to r y  o r  s to r ie s ;  a n d  if  s o , w h a t  w a s  o r  w e r e  th e  p ro f its  w h ic h  e n s u e d ?  P le a s e  

c o m m e n t  o n  th e  p ro p o s it io n  th a t  a  d e c is io n  w a s  ta k e n  to  p u b lis h  th e  s to ry , o r  th e s e  

s to r ie s ,  re g a rd ie s s  o f  th e  l it ig a t io n  o r  o th e r  r is k s , b e c a u s e  th e  in c re a s e  in  

c ir c u la t io n /s a le s  o f  y o u r  t i t le s  o r  t it le s  w o u ld  m o re  th a n  c o v e r  a n y  r e s u lta n t  

d a m a g e s  a n d  c o s ts ?

7 .1  T h e  proposition  th a t a decis ion  w a s  tak en  to ignore risks o f potentia l litigation b e c a u s e  o f 

th e  s a le s  inc re ase  is not correct, fo r tw o  key  reasons. Firstly, a  s ign ificant am o u n t o f tim e  

w a s  sp en t rev iew ing  th e  m ateria l to en su re  th a t it com plied  w ith  th e  re le va n t law s a n d  to  

e n s u re  o u r internal la w y e r had fu lly  rev iew ed  the  artic les  in question . I a p p re c ia te  now  th e  

conclus ions d raw n  from  this p ro cess w e re  not correct.

7 .2  S econd ly , a n y  s a les  in c re ase  that m ight h ave  resu lted  from  the  story w ould  not h a v e  b e e n  

su fficien t to justify  ignoring a risk o f  litigation. O n a rough in ternal e s tim a te  the  J o a n n a  

Y e a te s ’ c o v e ra g e  in th e  1 J a n u a ry  2011 edition o f T h e  S un  is b e lie ve d  to  h a v e  g e n e ra te d  

a p p ro x im a te ly  3 0 ,0 0 0  ex tra  sa les , slightly o v e r 1%  o f th a t day 's  sa le , and  £ 1 8 ,0 0 0  in 

add itiona l re v e n u e  (b ase d  on a price p er copy o f 6 0 p  as  it w a s  a  S a tu rd a y  ed ition ). T h e s e  

a re  m o d e s t figu res fo r a  m a s s -m a rk e t n e w s p a p e r such as  T h e  S un . B y co m p ariso n , th e  

reporting  in T h e  S u n  o f th e  d ea th  o f M ich ae l Jackson  is co n s id ered  to h a v e  inc re ase d  

sa les  by a p p ro x im a te ly  3 0 0 ,0 0 0  copies.

7 .3  W ith  re sp ec t to  the  pub lication  o f th e  stories on 1 J a n u a ry  2011 in particu lar, s a le s  during  

th e  h o liday  period  a re  s ign ificantly  lo w er than  usual in a n y  e v en t an d  th e re  is an  ex em p tio n  

fo r reporting  th e  c ircu lation  figu res  from  this d a y  to th e  A ud it B u reau  o f C ircu la tions . T h is  

m a k e s  s a le s  from  this d a y  less re le va n t as  a  m e a s u re  o f th e  p a p e r's  p erfo rm an ce . 

F urth e rm o re , the  h ead lin e  for A rtic le  1 on the  front p ag e  only  ta k e s  up a b o u t a  third o f th e  

p ag e  (w ith the  m ajority  o f the  rest o f th e  p a g e  taken  up p rom oting  th e  fre e  T V  g u id e  

inc luded  with th e  p a p e r th a t d ay ). If the  c o v e ra g e  o f M r Je ffe ries  w a s  co n s id ered  likely to
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provide a significant boost to circulation, it would have been given greater prom inence on 

the front page.

I believe that the facts stated in this w itness statem ent are  true.

Signed

D ated
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