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P r iv a te

A p r i l  2 0 1 2

R esp o n se  to  T h e  L e v e s o n  In q u ir y  re q u e s t o f  05  A p r i l  2 0 1 2

1. I  w i l l  a tte m p t to  a n s w e r th e  g e n e ra l q u e s tio n s  o n  th e  e u ltu re , p ra e tie e s  

and  e th ie s  o f  th e  p ress b y  th is  te s t im o n y  a n d  w i t h  re fe re n e e  to  a rtie le s  

and  speeehes. I t  s h o u ld  be  n o te d  th a t I  h a v e  n o t e d ite d  a B r i t is h  

n e w s p a p e r s inee  1982 , th o u g h  I  h a ve  m a in ta in e d  a k e e n  in te re s t in  th e  

B r i t is h  m e d ia . I  e o n tr ib u te  b y  w a y  o f  a r t ie le s  a n d  ra d io  a n d  te le v is io n  

e o m m e n ta r ie s . I  a tte n d e d  th e  J u ly  19, 2011  h e a r in g  o f  th e  se lee t 

e o m m itte e  o n  e u ltu re , m e d ia  a n d  s p o rt w h ie h  q u e s tio n e d  N e w s  

C o rp o ra t io n  e h a irm a n , M r .  R u p e r t  M u rd o e h , a n d  M r .  Jam es M u rd o e h , 

c h a irm a n  o f  N e w s  C o rp s  s u b s id ia ry . N e w s  In te rn a t io n a l.  I  a lso  

m o d e ra te d  a T h o m s o n  R e u te rs  d is c u s s io n  deba te  e n t it le d  T h e  P ress W e  

D e s e rv e  (e d ite d  v id e o  a t w w w .re u te rs .c o m ).

2. F ro m  m y  p e rs p e c tiv e , th e  m o s t s ig n if ic a n t  d e v e lo p m e n t in  th e  

d y n a m ic  o f  th e  re la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  p o li t ic ia n s  and  th e  m e d ia  has been  

th e  w a y  su cce ss ive  g o v e rn m e n ts  h a v e  fa c i l i ta te d  th e  d o m in a n c e  o f  N e w s  

C o rp . T h e  1977  R o y a l C o m m is s io n  o n  th e  P ress (M c G re g o r )  c o n c lu d e d

MOD300000034

http://www.reuters.com


For Distribution to CPs

th a t d iv e rs ity  w a s  a c e n tra l issue  fo r  im p ro v in g  th e  q u a l i ty  a n d  

c a lib e r  o f  th e  B r i t is h  p ress  and  re m e d y in g  th e  p o l i t ic a l  im b a la n c e  o f  

n a t io n a l a n d  m ass c ir c u la t io n  n e w sp a p e rs : “ I t  fo l lo w s  th a t w e  s h o u ld  t r y  

to  e n c o u ra g e  th is  p ro ce ss  [ o f  d iv e r s ity ]  b y  p ra c t ic a l m e a ns , ra th e r  th a n  

s im p ly  p a y  l ip  s e rv ic e  to  th e  c o n c e p t.”

T h e  o b je c t iv e  o f  e n c o u ra g in g  d iv e rs ity  w a s  ca s t as id e  in  th e  p o l i t ic a l  

d e c is io n  o f  th e  g o v e rn m e n t in  1981 to  fa c i l i ta te  th e  a c q u is it io n  o f  T im e s  

N e w s p a p e rs  b y  N e w s  In te rn a t io n a l,  th e  U K  c o m p a n y  c o n t ro l l in g  th e  

n e w sp a p e rs  o w n e d  b y  N e w s  C o rp o ra t io n , c h a ire d  b y  M r .  R u p e r t 

M u rd o c h . H e  w a s  a llo w e d  to  a c q u ire  th e  b ig g e s t s e ll in g  q u a l i ty  S u n d a y  

n e w s p a p e r. The S u n d a y  T im es , a n d  B r i t a in ’ s m o s t fa m o u s  d a ily  

n e w s p a p e r. The T im es , d e s p ite  th e  fa c t  th a t h is  N e w s  In te rn a t io n a l 

C o m p a n y  a lre a d y  o w n e d  th e  b ig g e s t s e ll in g  d a ily .  The S u n , a n d  th e  

b ig g e s t s e ll in g  S u n d a y , th e  N e w s  o f  the  W o rld .  I  h a ve  m a in ta in e d  fo r  

m a n y  ye a rs  th a t th e  co n seq u e n ces  w e re  a d ve rse  to  th e  p u b l ic  in te re s t, 

b u t b e a r in  m in d  th a t as e d ito r  o f  The T im e s  I  h a d  a d is p u te  w ith  M r .  

M u rd o c h . I  re s ig n e d  u n d e r p re ssu re  in  c irc u m s ta n c e s  I  h a v e  d e s c r ib e d  

in  G o o d  T im es, B a d  T im es. H e  has u s u a lly  re s p o n d e d , t y p ic a l ly  I  m a y  

say, n o t b y  d e a lin g  w i t h  th e  subs ta n ce  b u t b y  d e fa m a tio n s  o f  one  k in d  o r  

a n o th e r). M y  v ie w ,  h o w e v e r , re m a in s  th a t h is  m e d ia  d o m in a n c e  has 

b e e n  d e tr im e n ta l to  th e  p u b l ic  in te re s t in  tw o  w a y s : a c e r ta in  e ro s io n  o f  

e d ito r ia l s ta n d a rd s , and  th e  w a y  p o li t ic ia n s  o f  a l l  p a rtie s  fe l l  o v e r  

th e m s e lv e s  th e re a fte r  to  appease M r .  M u r d o c h ’ s c o m m e rc ia l a n d
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p o l i t ic a l  im p e ra tiv e s  o n  th e  p re s u m p tio n  th a t he  c o u ld  d e te rm in e  th e ir  

e le c to ra l fa te .

T h is  w a s  p ro b a b ly  tru e  fo r  M r .  N e i l  K in n o c k  in  1992  w h o  w a s  g ro s s ly  

abused  b y  th e  M u rd o c h  p ress, b u t  I  b e lie v e  M r .  B la i r  w o u ld  h a ve  w o n  

th e  L a b o u r  p a r ty  la n d s lid e  v ic to r y  in  th e  g e n e ra l e le c t io n  o f  19 97  

w ith o u t  th e  b a c k in g  o f  N e w s  In te rn a t io n a l.  M r .  B la i r  d e c id e d  n o t to  ta k e  

th e  r is k ;  “ I t  is  b e tte r  to  r id e  th e  b a c k  o f  th e  t ig e r  th a t h a ve  i t  te a r  y o u r  

th ro a t o u t.”

3. I t  m u s t be  u n d e rs to o d  th a t th o u g h  N e w s  C o rp o ra t io n  is one  o f  th e  

w o r ld ’ s la rg e s t tra n s n a t io n a l m e d ia  c o rp o ra t io n s , M r .  M u rd o c h  is a 

“ h ig h ly  in te rv e n t io n is t ”  ̂ m e d ia  p ro p r ie to r  c o n t ro l l in g  o p in io n  b u t a lso  in  

th e  h a b it  o f  d ic ta t in g  c e r ta in  n e w s  c h o ic e s  a n d  em phases. In  G o o d  

T im es, B a d  T im es, I  h a v e  d e s c r ib e d  re s is t in g  th is , b u t  th e re  is a m p le  

te s t im o n y  b y  o th e r  p ro fe s s io n a l jo u rn a lis ts  o v e r  m a n y  yea rs . I  w o u ld  

re fe r  th e  In q u ir y  to  th e  m o s t re c e n t a f f i rm a t io n  in  th e  B r i t is h  J o u rn a lis m  

R e v ie w  (N o . 4 , D e c e m b e r 2 0 1 1 , page  4 0 )  b y  M r .  M ic h a e l W i l l ia m s ,  a 

s e n io r  n e w s  e x e c u t iv e  w i t h  e x p e r ie n c e  a t N e w s  In te rn a t io n a l.  H e  w r ite s  

o f  M r .  M u rd o c h  o rd e r in g  s to r ie s  “ a tta c k in g  th e  b ro a d c a s tin g  u n io n s  and  

ru b b is h in g  th e  B B C .”  M r .  L a n c e  P r ic e , d e p u ty  p ress a d v is e r  to  M r .

' Interview with John Menadue, June 18, 2006, http://www.abc.net.au/sundayprofile/stories/sl665376.htm 
 ̂D id M urdoch interfere in his editorship? "All M urdoch editors, what they do is this: they go on a journey where 

they end up agreeing with everything Rupert says. But you don't admit to yourself that you're being influenced. Most 
M urdoch editors wake up in the morning, switch on the radio, hear that something has happened and think. W hat 
would Rupert think about this?' It's like a mantra inside your head. It's like a prism. You look at the world through 
Rupert's eyes." -  David Yelland, ex editor The Sun, M arch 29, 2010 Evening Standard
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B la ir ,  has sa id  th a t i t  w a s  u n d e rs to o d  a t N o  10 th a t n o  b ig  d e c is io n  c o u ld  

e v e r be  ta k e n  w ith o u t  c o n s id e r in g  th e  l ik e ly  re a c t io n  o f  th re e  m e n  -  

G o rd o n  B ro w n ,  J o h n  P re s c o tt a n d  R u p e r t  M u rd o c h .

4. T h e  o r ig in s  o f  th e  fe a r  o f  M r .  M u rd o c h  w e re  h is  success in  ta k in g  

o v e r  T im e s  N e w s p a p e rs , g a in in g  in f lu e n c e  f ro m  b o th  p a pe rs  and  

s u b s ta n tia l re ve n u e s  f r o m  The S u n d a y  T im es. T h e  te rm s  o f  th e  F a ir  

T ra d in g  A c t  o f  1973 re q u ire d  a b id  b y  a n e w s p a p e r c o m p a n y  to  be 

a p p ro v e d  b y  th e  M o n o p o lie s  C o m m is s io n . M r .  M u r d o c h ’ s w a s  n o t e ve n  

re fe rre d . A  n e w s p a p e r m e rg e r  u n p re c e d e n te d  in  h is to ry  w e n t  th ro u g h  in  

th re e  days. T h is  w a s  c o n tra ry  to  s ta ted  la w  a n d  p ra c tic e .

5. T h e  d e te rm in in g  fa c to r  in  1981 w a s  th e  w i l l  -  a n d  p o l i t ic a l  in te re s t -  

o f  th e  P r im e  M in is te r ,  M rs . M a rg a re t  T h a tc h e r. She has n e v e r e x p la in e d  

w h y  in  th is  in s ta n c e  she p re fe rre d  c o n c e n tra t io n  to  c o m p e t it io n . H e r  

m e m o ir  p u b lis h e d  in  1993 m a ke s  n o  a tte m p t to  d o  th a t, a n d  in d e e d  th e re  

is  an  a lto g e th e r  s u rp r is in g  o m is s io n  o f  a n y  m e n t io n  o f  M r .  M u rd o c h

6 . A  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  a t th e  t im e  susp ec te d  th a t a d e a l h a d  b e e n  m ade  

b e tw e e n  th e  P r im e  M in is te r  and  M r .  M u rd o c h . I t  is  s ig n if ic a n t  th a t th i r t y  

ye a rs  la te r  w e  h a ve  d o c u m e n ta ry  e v id e n c e  th a t th a t a lo n e  o f  a l l  th e  

b id d e rs  fo r  T im e s  N e w s p a p e rs , M r .  M u rd o c h  w a s  a ffo rd e d  a p r iv a te  

m e e tin g  w i t h  th e  P r im e  M in is te r  w h ic h  w a s  fo l lo w e d  b y  h e r  in te rv e n t io n

Extract in Appendix X  
Lord Donoughue in his memoir.
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o n  h is  b e h a lf  w i t h  th e  S e e re ta ry  o f  T ra d e , M r .  J o h n  B if fe n .  T h e  

o s te n s ib le  “ b r ie f in g ”  M r .  M u rd o e h  o ffe re d  w a s , in  fa e t, h ig h ly  

p re ju d ie ia l.  M r .  M u rd o e h  d e n ie d  he  e v e r d id  h a ve  sueh  a m e e tin g  w ith  

M rs . T h a te h e r. H is  s p e e if ie  d e n ia l is  re e o rd e d  in  h is  in te r v ie w  fo r  th e  

h is to ry  o f  T h e  T im e s  he  h im s e l f  e o m m is s io n e d ^ . I  d iseuss  th is  in t r ig u e  

in  a P re fa e e  to  th e  fo u r th  e d it io n  o f  G o o d  T im es, B a d  T im e s  in e lu d e d  

a m o n g  th e  d o e u m e n ts  w i t h  th is  s u b m is s io n .

7. I  h a ve  d e s e rib e d  th e  eonsequenees fo r  th e  p o li t ie a l  in d e p e n d e n e e  o f  

The T im e s  in  G o o d  T im es, B a d  Tim es', m y  a e e o u n t o f  th e  t ra n s it io n  f r o m  

14 ye a rs  o f  e d it in g  The S u n d a y  T im e s  d u r in g  th e  o w n e rs h ip  o f  th e  

T h o m s o n  O rg a n iz a t io n , to  one  y e a r e d it in g  The T im e s  d u r in g  th e  

o w n e rs h ip  o f  M r .  M u rd o e h . T h e  T h o m s o n  o w n e rs h ip , th ro u g h  th e  T im e s  

N e w s p a p e rs  b o a rd  w i t h  in d e p e n d e n t d ire e to rs , in s is te d , as a e o n d it io n  o f  

m y  a p p o in tm e n t as e d ito r  th a t I  w o u ld  m a in ta in  th e  t r a d it io n a l p o l i t ie a l  

and  e o m m e re ia l in d e p e n d e n e e  o f  The T im e s  (a n d  th e  b o a rd  asked  fo r  th e  

sam e p le d g e  f r o m  m y  su cce sso r as e d ito r  o f  T he  S u n d a y  T im e s). I  

d e s c r ib e  th e  b o a rd  m e e tin g  in  m y  a u to b io g ra p h y . M y  P a p e r  C h a se  , 

pages o f  w h ic h  F v e  in c lu d e d  in  th e  d o cu m e n ts .

M r .  M u rd o c h  p le d g e d  th a t th e  c o n d it io n s  fo r  in d e p e n d e n c e  w o u ld  be 

m a in ta in e d  u n d e r  th e  o w n e rs h ip  o f  N e w s  C o rp . H a d  he  h o n o re d  h is

 ̂The H istory o f The Times, The M urdoch Years by Graham Stewart (Harper Collins 2005) p 28 
® Good Times, Bad Times, fourth edition, Bedford Square Books, 2011

^My Paper Chase, Little, Brown (Back Bay paperback edition) p.321 (2009)
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w o rd ,  th e  co n seq u e n ces  o f  c o n c e n tra t io n  m ig h t  h a ve  b e e n  a m e lio ra te d . 

B u t  he  d id  n o t. H e  h a d  g u a ra n te e d  th a t T im e s  N e w s p a p e rs  e d ito rs  

w o u ld  h a v e  c o n tro l o f  p o l i t ic a l  p o l ic y  o f  th e ir  n e w sp a p e rs  fo r  w h ic h  th e y  

w e re  re s p o n s ib le ; th a t th e y  w o u ld  h a v e  fre e d o m  w i t h in  a g re e d  a n n u a l 

b u d g e ts ; th a t th e  e d ito rs  w o u ld  n o t be  s u b je c t to  in s t ru c t io n  f r o m  e ith e r  

th e  p ro p r ie to r  o r  m a n a g e m e n t o n  th e  s e le c t io n  a n d  b a la n ce  o f  n e w s  and  

o p in io n ;  th a t in s tru c t io n s  to  jo u rn a lis ts  w o u ld  be  g iv e n  o n ly  b y  th e ir  

e d ito rs ; a n d  th a t a n y  fu tu re  sa le  o f  th e  t i t le s  w o u ld  re q u ire  th e  a p p ro v a l 

o f  a m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  in d e p e n d e n t n a t io n a l d ire c to rs . In  m y  y e a r  e d it in g  

The T im es , M r .  M u rd o c h  fa i le d  to  h o n o r  th e  gu a ra n te e s  he  h a d  m a d e  to  

th e  e d ito rs , to  th e  b o a rd  o f  T im e s  N e w s p a p e rs  w h ic h  h a d  ag reed  to  th e  

sa le  w i t h  c o n d it io n s  in  1 9 81 , and  to  P a r lia m e n t. T h e  g o v e rn m e n t to o k  n o  

a c t io n  fo l lo w in g  th e  d o c u m e n te d  v io la t io n  o f  th e  ag ree m e n ts . M r .  

M u rd o c h  h a d  a “ g e t o u t o f  j a i l ”  fre e  ca rd .

8 . I n  te rm s  o f  th e  c o n c e n tra t io n  o f  th e  p ress , i t  m u s t be  a c k n o w le d g e d  

th a t w h i le  M r .  M u rd o c h ,  in  th e  a c q u is it io n  o f  T im e s  N e w s p a p e rs , 

re p re se n te d  an  im p o r ta n t  n e g a tiv e  d e v e lo p m e n t, th e  p a ra d o x  is th a t h is  

d e fe a t o f  th e  p r in t  u n io n s  a t in  th e  “ s iege  o f  W a p p in g ”  w a s  l ib e ra t in g  fo r  

th e  B r i t is h  press. I t  lo w e re d  th e  e c o n o m ic  b a rr ie rs  to  n e w  e n try  ( v iz  The  

In d e p e n d e n t,  th e  f i r s t  n e w  q u a l i ty  n e w s p a p e r in  B r i ta in  in  th e  tw e n t ie th  

c e n tu ry ) ,  a n d  f in a l ly  e n a b le d  jo u rn a lis m  to  be  ass is ted  th ro u g h  c o m p u te r
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o
ty p e s e tt in g  a n d  o n - lin e  resea reh , a d e v e lo p m e n t I  h a d  lo n g  a d v o e a te d  . 

C o m p u te rs  a re  a e o m m o n p la e e  n o w , b u t th e ir  in t ro d u e t io n  a t T im e s  

N e w s p a p e rs  and  th ro u g h o u t th e  in d u s try  w a s  d e la y e d  a deeade  b y  e ra ft  

ru le s  and  in te r -u n io n  s o lid a r ity .  M rs . T h a te h e r ’ s re fo rm  o f  tra d e  u n io n  

la w  w a s  an  im p o r ta n t  fa e to r  in  e n a b lin g  N e w s  In te rn a t io n a l to  p re v a il.  I t  

is  p ro b a b le  th a t a n o th e r o w n e rs h ip  w o u ld  h a v e  sueeeeded a t th e  

tw e n t ie th  e e n tu ry  d re w  to  a e lose  -  th e  e e o n o m ie  im p e ra tiv e s  h a d  

b e eo m e  o v e rw h e lm in g  -  b u t, as I  h a ve  w r i t te n  e ls e w h e re , th e re  is n o  

d o u b t th e  d e m is e  o f  re s tr ie t io n  a t th is  t im e  w a s  o f  b e n e f it  to  th e  p ress 

and  a p e rs o n a l a e h ie v e m e n t to  th e  e re d it  o f  M r .  M u rd o e h  and  M r .  

M u rd o e h  a lone .

9. B u t ,  a las , th a t is  n o t  a ll  th e re  is  say, as is m a n ife s te d , I  s u b m it , b y  th e  

o r ig in s  o f  th is  v e ry  In q u ir y .  F o r  th i r t y  ye a rs  M r .  M u rd o e h  w a s  n o t 

re s tra in e d  b y  a n y  g o v e rn m e n t. C o n s e rv a tiv e  o r  L a b o u r  o r  C o a li t io n ,  in  

s t i l l  fu r th e r  t ig h te n in g  a g r ip  o n  B r i t is h  p r in t  a n d  b ro a d e a s tin g  m e d ia  and  

e x a c t in g  c o m m e rc ia l b e n e fits . T h e  L a b o u r  g o v e rn m e n t o f  T o n y  B la i r  

d ro p p e d  its  p ro p o s a ls  to  re s tr ic t  c ross  m e d ia  o w n e rs h ip . T h e  C o a l i t io n  

g o v e rn m e n t le d  b y  M r .  C a m e ro n  w a s  o n  th e  p o in t  o f  s a n c t io n in g  N e w s  

In te rn a t io n a T s  c o n tro l o f  B S k y B  b e fo re  th e  h a c k in g  sca n d a l l i f te d  th e  

s tone  o n  so m u c h  u n s c ru p u lo u s  c o n d u c t.

’ Institute o f Stationers lecture
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M r .  M u rd o c h  e xe rts  d ire c t  p e rs o n a l c o n tro l o f  a l l  h is  n e w sp a p e rs , 

d e s p ite  o c c a s io n a l p ro te s ta tio n s  to  th e  c o n tra ry : A n d r e w  N e i l ,  a fo rm e r  

e d ito r  o f  The S u n d a y  T im es, c h a ra c te r iz e d  h im  in  h is  b o o k  F u l l  

D is c lo s u re  as th e  S un  K in g  w i t h  o b e d ie n t c o u r t ie rs  “ A l l  a u th o r ity  co m e s  

f r o m  h im . .. T h e  S u n  K in g  is  e v e ry w h e re  e ve n  w h e n  he  is n o w h e re .”

I t  has be en  a re g re s s io n  fo r  B r i t is h  d e m o c ra c y  a n d  B r i t is h  s o c ie ty  th a t 

p o l i t ic a l  lea d e rs  cam e  to  b e n d  th e  kn e e  to  th e  v a lu e s  o f  one  

u n a c c o u n ta b le  in d iv id u a l o u t o f  fe a r  o f  r e t r ib u t io n  b y  h e a d lin e . “ I t ’ s 

T h e  S un  W o t  D o n e  I t ”  b o a s te d  th e  ta b lo id  o n  A p r i l  11, 1992  b u t its  

c o v e ra g e  w a s  n o  m o re  th a n  a lu r id  v e rs io n  o f  th e  c o m m o n  l in e  im p o s e d  

o n  a ll  th e  N e w s  In te rn a t io n a l papers^. H a d  M r .  M u rd o c h  h o n o re d  h is  

p le d g e s  o f  in d e p e n d e n c e  fo r  T im e s  N e w s p a p e rs , th e re  m ig h t  h a v e  been  

a t le a s t a fe w  squeaks  f r o m  th e  T h u n d e re r.
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 ̂ http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-496130/M edia-mogul-Rupert-M urdoch-admits-controlling-Suns- 
political-backing.html
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