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1)

I am Nick G riffiths , crim e re p o rte r w ith  the  News &  Star and The C um berland News. I 
am based in Carlisle and w o rk  in a patch covering n o rth  and w est Cum bria and 
D um fries &  G alloway.

I began my career as a jo u rn a lis t as a tra inee  re p o rte r w ith  D um friesshire  Newspaper 
G roup in 1998, w o rk ing  fo r  fo u r  w eek ly  t it le s  covering much o f D um fries &  G alloway 
and s tre tch ing  ju s t in to  n o rth  Cum bria.

I jo ined  C um brian Newspapers in 2000 as a tra in e e  re p o rte r fo r  the  News &  Star and 
The Cum berland News, based in a d is tr ic t o ffice  in W ork ing ton .

In 2003 I trans fe rred  to  the  papers' Carlisle o ffice  as a tra inee  general re p o rte r and 
qua lified  as a sen ior re p o rte r in A pril 2004. In S eptem ber th a t year I was appo in ted  
crim e re p o rte r fo r  the  tw o  papers.

2)

I w ou ld  say th a t overa ll the re  is a good w ork ing , professiona l re la tionsh ip  be tw een 
the  News &  S tar/The C um berland News and Cum bria Constabulary.

W e expect th e m  to  p rovide us w ith  deta ils  o f crim es, inc idents and opera tions  o f 
im portance  to  the  public.

W e also recognise the  need to  be fa ir  and accurate w ith  th is  in fo rm a tio n  and are 
aware o f the  role we can play in he lp ing police and the  key part we can have in 
aid ing investiga tions, appea ling fo r  w itnesses and raising awareness o f crim e trends 
and e ffo rts  by o ffice rs  to  tackle  th e m  (o ffe ring  reassurance to  the  public).

If I was to  raise one c ritic ism  I w ou ld  suggest the re  could be m ore em phasis on 
in fo rm a tio n  com ing to  us as soon as possible and a som etim es b e tte r rea lisa tion  o f 
o u r deadlines.

M issing a deadline can mean deta ils  no t reaching the  public un til a day la ter, the re b y  
presum ably s low ing dow n the  f lo w  o f in fo rm a tio n  com ing back fro m  a w itness 
appeal.

3)

As crim e re p o rte r I have v ir tu a lly  da ily  con tac t w ith  the  constabu la ry  press o ffice  to  
keep up to  date  on press releases, campaigns, inc idents and any o th e r issues th e y  
are dealing w ith .
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I also have da ily con tac t w ith  an appo in ted  fo rce  rep resen ta tive  (usually a de tec tive  
constable), w ho  w ill give a b rie fing  on inc idents ove r the  last 24 hours.

This a llow s th e m  to  ge t t im e ly  w itness appeals o u t to  the  public on crim e inc lud ing 
grassroots low er-leve l inc iden ts  (shed raids, burg laries etc) in the  f irs t available 
ed ition  -  and push advice on crim e trends  (fo r instance, shut yo u r w indow s a t n ight 
if the re  is a spate o f sneak-in burg laries in ho t w ea ther).

I speak to  a range o f o th e r o ffice rs  and c iv ilian  s ta ff regu la rly  to  ge t extra  com m ents, 
c la rifica tion  o r co n firm a tio n  o f deta ils  and updates fro m  cases/issues th e y  are in 
charge o f o r have invo lvem en t in.

I w ill also speak to  o th e r o ffice rs  w ith  w hom  I have developed a re la tionsh ip  o f 
m u tua l respect and tru s t ove r the  years to  perhaps ge t c la rifica tion  o r g rea te r 
background to  a s to ry  so it can b e tte r in fo rm  o u r repo rting , make us m ore accurate 
in o u r rep resen ta tion  o f an inc iden t and less like ly to  cause distress to  anyone 
involved.

I som etim es speak to  representa tives fro m  Cum bria Police A u th o r ity  w hen a s to ry  
touches on th e ir  invo lvem ent.

I should c la rify  th a t I do also do o th e r s tories besides crim e so w h ile  I have daily 
con tac t in m y role as crim e re p o rte r, the re  are days w hen som eone else w ill f i l l in 
w h ile  I am on o th e r assignm ents.

Before being appo in ted  crim e re p o rte r in A pril 2004 I was a general re p o rte r in 
Carlisle w ho  to o k  an in te res t in crim e repo rting , so I w ou ld  speak to  o ffice rs  and the  
constabu la ry  press o ffice  if  th e y  w ere  re levant to  jobs I was do ing -  bu t th is  did not 
happen as fre q u e n tly  as it does in m y cu rre n t role.

P rior to  being a general re p o rte r I w orked  in a d is tr ic t o ffice  in W ork ing ton  w ith  
an o th e r repo rte r. W e to o k  it in tu rn s  to  do da ily  "ca lls", w h ich  invo lved speaking to  
the  press o ffice  and also a designated force rep resen ta tive  (at th is  stage it was 
usually a de tec tive  sergeant) fo r  an ove rn igh t b rie fing .

4)

As set o u t above, I have had con tac t w ith  press o ffice rs  a t Cum bria Constabu lary 
fre q u e n tly  th ro u g h o u t m y career and v ir tu a lly  da ily  in m y cu rre n t role as crim e 
repo rte r.

This com m un ica tion  is in itia ted  bo th  by me and th e  press o ffice  them selves.

This w ill depend on the  circum stances -  I'll ring up to  ask th e m  abou t som eth ing  but 
th e y  m ay ring me to  flag up an im pending story, pa rticu la rly  if it is close to  deadline 
and it is an a p p e a l/in fo rm a tio n  th e y  u rgen tly  w a n t to  be made public.
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5)

O ver m ore than  seven years as crim e re p o rte r I have occasionally been given an 
o ffice r's  personal m obile  num ber o r hom e num ber. This invariab ly  happens if I have 
been speaking to  th e m  abou t a story, I've m en tioned  I m ay need c la rifica tion  o r to  
check som eth ing  the  next day -  and th e y  have then  m entioned  th e y  are o ff  w o rk  
th a t day and given me a n o th e r num ber to  con tac t th e m  on. A ll th is  is done w ith  the  
in te n tio n  o f g e ttin g  the  m ost accurate possible report.

6)

News stories. Som etim es I m igh t be se tting  up a p ro file  piece on sen io r o r high- 
p ro file  o ffice rs  o r in te rv iew s/backg round  pieces on crim e trends, m a jo r cases o r 
issues a ffec ting  the  force.

7)

Help w ith  investiga tions (though w itness appeals etc), help raising the  p ro file  o f 
in itia tives  and opera tions  in the  com m un ity , good PR to  show  the  force is ope ra ting  
as o u r readers w ou ld  expect.

Recent exam ples include:
* An appeal fo r  w itnesses over an a ttack  on a man on a d isab ility  scooter;
* An appeal fo r  in fo rm a tio n  a fte r  a body was found  in w oods in a like ly  m u rde r case 
-  the  w om an had been missing fo r  m onths and police w ere  try in g  to  ga ther 
in fo rm a tio n ;
* Details o f how  the re  w ou ld  be extra  o ffice rs  on the  beat over the  busy Christm as 
period to  s top d rink -fue lled  tro u b le .

8)

I have had cups o f co ffee bough t fo r  me a t the  police s ta tion  w hen a ttend in g  fo r  a 
b rie fing  o r in te rv iew . I have also accepted the  occasional in v ita tio n  to  a leaving party  
o r social occasion w here , fo r  instance, som ebody m igh t buy me a p in t o u t o f 
politeness.

9)

See answ er e ight.
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10)

A t the  m orn ing  b rie fing  we o fte n  have a coffee fro m  the  canteen m achine w h ile  
going th rough  the  incidents. I may buy these (they are abou t 60p per co ffee) and 
claim  th e m  as expenses.

A t the  occasional social occasion I have been to  invo lv ing police (see question  e igh t) I 
have also bough t the  odd p in t fo r  an o ffice r o u t o f politeness if I'm  having a chat 
w ith  them .

11)

See answ er 10.

12)

Yes, I have a ttended  press conferences. They w ere called to  give o u t in fo rm a tio n  
abou t a ce rta in  issue o r inc ident.

I have been to  num erous press conferences over th e  years. Examples include a press 
conference fo llo w in g  the  w est Cum bria shootings, the  floods in the  coun ty  in 2009 
and an announcem en t o f a p o ten tia l m erger w ith  an o th e r fo rce.

In so fa r as it being va luab le , the  fo rce  go t the  in fo rm a tio n  across -  bu t I personally 
p re fe r a one-to -one  b r ie fin g /in te rv ie w . I recognise though  th a t if the re  is a m a jo r 
inc iden t th a t draw s massive media a tte n tio n  a press conference is som etim es the  
m ost practical op tion .

13)

Yes. It tends to  be in advance o f a h igh ly v is ib le  ope ra tion  w here  th e y  w a n t to  send 
o u t a message to  the  com m un ity , fo r  instance daw n drugs raid on a c rim e -h it estate. 
Som etim es I m ay get an in fo rm a l "heads up" th a t the re  m ay be a deve lop m e n t due 
in a s to ry  o f significance to  o u r readers to  in fo rm  o u r repo rting  and prepare us in 
case it breaks close to  deadline.

14)

Yes. Som etim es you m ay be g iven background in fo rm a tio n  to  in fo rm  o u r repo rting , 
o fte n  w ith  the  a im  o f reducing p o ten tia l unnecessary distress to  people involved in 
the  case o r p reven ting  legal prob lem s.
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For instance, we m ay be to ld  under the  proviso th a t we do no t p rin t any th ing  th a t a 
bad car crash could prove to  be fa ta l be fore  th is  has been o ffic ia lly  declared.

This is o fte n  so we take g rea te r care w ith  any p ictures th a t could id e n tify  the  car 
involved o r take g rea te r care if approach ing the  fa m ily  (we w ou ld  no t w a n t to  tu rn  
up on the  doo rs tep  m om ents a fte r  th e y  have been to ld  o f a death).

S im ilarly the re  m ay be legal com p lica tions  in some cases th a t we are in fo rm ed 
about, fo r  instance the  po ten tia l accidenta l id e n tifica tio n  o f sex a ttack  v ic tim s if we 
are to o  specific in nam ing the  loca tion  o f the  assault o r o th e r deta ils  (they  m ay be 
the  on ly  14-year-o ld in a re la tive ly  small s tree t).

W e w ere  g iven an o ff-the -reco rd  b rie fing  abou t how  the  m on th -long  inquest in to  the  
deaths o f the  w est Cum bria shooting  v ic tim s  was expected to  pan ou t, so such a 
m a jo r pub lic  in te res t s to ry  could be p lanned and s ta ffed  adequate ly .

15)

The on ly  th in g  th a t could be classed as h o sp ita lity  w ou ld  be the  60p cups o f co ffee 
bough t to  d rink  w h ile  go ing th rough  the  m orn ing  b rie fing  (see question  10). This is 
agreed w ith  the  e d ito r, pu t dow n on m y expenses fo rm  and signed o ff  by the  ed ito r.

16)

I've received on -the -job  in-house tra in ing  on dealing w ith  the  police -  and speak 
constan tly  to  m y bosses as I go along if  I have queries on how  to  handle anyth ing .

17)

M y news ed ito rs  are aw are w here  I am w hen I go to  m y da ily  b rie fing  and I keep 
th e m  up -to -da te  w ith  how  I am going abou t any th ing  I am w o rk ing  on.

18)

O bviously eve ry th ing  should be done w ith in  the  law. W e should tre a t the  
in fo rm a tio n  we are g iven fa ir ly  and re p o rt it accurate ly. W e are aware o f the  
im portance  o f the  role we can play in help ing police and the  key part we can have in 
aid ing investigations.

19)
None.
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20)

Through o ffice  and m ob ile  phone num bers we have been given. The force 
rep resen ta tive  a t the  da ily  b rie fing  m ay "call ove r" som eone investiga ting  a 
pa rticu la r inc iden t if I requ ire  c la r if ic a tio n /fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n . The press o ffice  w ill 
also fa c ilita te  m ee tings /in te rv iew s.

21)

Yes. There are m any inc idents invo lv ing the  police w hich we requ ire  in fo rm a tio n  on 
th a t we w ou ld  no t necessarily w a n t to  b o th e r a serving o ffice r d ire c tly  w ith  (fo r 
instance a re la tive ly  m ino r car crash th a t closes a c ity  road) and press offices play a 
v ita l role here. They can also give guidance and act as a go -be tw een  fo r  the  media 
and police.

The ir general ro le should be to  a llo w  us to  gain access to  specific areas and 
in fo rm a tio n  in the  possession o f a public service.

W e are no t asking fo r  any th ing  the  public is no t e n title d  to  and press offices can 
fa c ilita te  these requests.

22)

I believe the  recom m enda tion  th a t fo rces and a u th o ritie s  should record all 
in te rac tions  be tw een  police em ployees and media rep resenta tives w ou ld  seriously 
h inde r the  f lo w  o f in fo rm a tio n  fro m  the  police to  the  public.

Being practica l, if an o ffic e r has an extra  fo rm  to  f ill in, an extra  layer o f red tape  to  
overcom e, is it no t like ly th e y  m igh t avoid tak ing  the  tim e  to  give the  type  o f 
background in fo rm a tio n  o r c la rifica tion  m en tioned  above th a t provides b e tte r 
in fo rm ed , m ore accurate reporting?

Also, I believe a record o f all in te rac tion  w ou ld  pu t o ff  w h is tleb low ers .

23)

No. I can on ly  speak o f m y ow n experience in local jou rna lism , bu t I consider the  
professiona l w o rk ing  re la tionsh ip  we have w ith  th e  police is a lready an app rop ria te  
one.

There should be an open, tru s tfu l w o rk ing  re la tionsh ip  be tw een  police and 
jou rna lis ts , obv ious ly  w o rk ing  w ith in  the  laws and rules a lready set.
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I d o n 't th in k  police o ffice rs  should be h idden aw ay fro m  all jo u rn a lis ts  across the  
coun try  because o f a llegations levelled a t a fe w  nationa l repo rte rs  and police 
o fficers.

Being in a pos ition  w here  we have access to  the  police invo lved in the  issues and 
inc idents th a t are o f public in te res t in o u r area is a key to o l in try in g  to  produce 
reports  th a t are as fa ir  and accurate as it is possible to  be.

It serves nobody's purposes to  pu t in place barrie rs o r practices th a t h inde r the  f lo w  
o f leg itim a te  in fo rm a tio n  to  the  public.

W e bo th  serve the  com m un ities  in w h ich we are based and can help each o th e r in 
th a t respect.

Nick G riffith s  
Crime R eporter
News &  S tar/The C um berland News
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