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Jeremy Hunt Statement

Question 1: Who you are and a brief summary of your career history.

. I am the Secretary of State for Culture, Olympics, Media, and Sport, a position I
have held since 11 May 2010. Prior to this I was the Shadow Secretary of State for
Culture, Media and Sport responsible for Conservative Party policy on media issues.
I have been a Member of Parliament since the 2005 General Election and before
that founded and ran an educational publishing business.

.
As Secretary of State, I am the Cabinet Minister responsible for the London 2012
Olympics. Apart from this my key policy priorities have been the roll out of superfast
broadband in the UK, introducing local TV, boosting philanthropy to help the arts,
setting up the School Games to boost competitive sport in schools and making sure
our tourism industry benefits from the London Games.

Media Ownership

Question 2: Please explain your current role as to media ownership. This should include a brief
overview of the policy considerations underlying your role, the relevant legislative powers you
hold, and an account of all occasions on which you have had cause to consider or exercise
these powers.

3. As Secretary of State responsible for media policy my approach has been to help
our media industry adapt to rapid technological change whilst preserving the
essential role it has safeguarding an open and democratic society.

4. I have always believed that the best way to preserve both quality and choice is a
"strong BBC but strong competition to the BBC."

5. The decisions I have taken have been consistent with this approach:

¯ the new BBC licence fee settlement, securing BBC funding for 6 years;
¯ legislation to support the creation of up to 60 local TV stations across the UK;
¯ the introduction of superfast broadband which will reach 90% of the country by

2015;
¯ helping local newspapers adapt by relaxing local cross media ownership rules;

and
¯ commitment to a Communications Bill in this Parliament designed to help the UK

become Europe’s technology hub.
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