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A fresh  look  a t th e  Ed ito rs ' Code

The Editors' Code o f Practice C om m ittee  begins a com prehensive reappraisal o f the  Code in February 
- the  firs t o f a series o f annual 'hea lth  checks' announced last year by Press Complaints Commission 
chairm an Sir C hristopher M eyer.
The aim is to  ensure the  Code rem ains valid and v ib ran t in th e  face o f changing circumstances. In the  
spring, a handbook w ill be produced to  support the  Code, both  expla in ing the  reasoning behind the 
rules and draw ing on the  im p o rta n t PCC case law w h ich  has flow ed  from  it.

The C om m ittee is inv iting  suggestions fro m  the  industry  and th e  public on how  the  Code m ight be 
im proved o r s im p lified . A t th e  same tim e , the  com m ittee  w ou ld  appreciate any though ts on 
particu la r areas o f th e  Code w here  guidance in the  handbook m igh t be especially welcom e.

Code com m ittee  chairm an Les H in ton  said: "This is the  biggest single re-exam ination o f the  Code 
since the  post-Diana review  in 1997. W e believe th e  Code has perfo rm ed very w e ll over those years, 
bu t it  is im p o rta n t th a t it  should be constan tly  reviewed to  m a in ta in  its effectiveness in th e  face o f 
constan tly  changing challenges. W e urge bo th  the  industry  and the  public to  jo in  us in th is  exercise.
It is the  industry 's  code, bu t it  is th e re  to  serve the  public. All w ho  believe in a robust and 
independent press have a m u tua l in te res t in its u ltim a te  effectiveness and success."

Please send suggestions to :

Editors' Code o f Practice C om m ittee  Secretary,
PO Box 235 
Stonehouse,
GL10 3UF

o r  em a il: ed itorscode@ fsm ail.ne t

The Code o f Practice C om m ittee  w orks under th e  aegis o f  the  Press Standards Board o f Finance Ltd., 
a com pany lim ited  by guarantee, reg istered in England and W ales No 2554323. The Code is ra tified  
by th e  Press Com plaints Com m ission, w h ich  is charged w ith  enforc ing it
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