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PRESS INFORMATION:
R usbridger and Benson jo in  Code C om m ittee

Tw o new  m em bers o f  the  Editors' Code o f Practice C om m ittee, w h ich reviews the  vo lun ta ry  code o f 
standards overseen by the  Press Com plaints Commission, are named today.

Alan Rusbridger, e d ito r o f  The G uardian, w ill jo in  as a Newspaper Publishers Association nom inee, 
w h ile  Neil Benson, ed ito ria l d ire c to r o f  T rin ity  M irro r's  regional newspapers and cu rren t President o f  
the  Society o f  Editors, has been nom inated  by the  Newspaper Society. The nom inations have been 
ra tifie d  by the  PCC's A ppo in tm ents  Commission.

Code com m ittee  Chairman Les H in ton, Executive Chairman o f News In ternationa l, said: "The high 
ca libre o f  the  com m ittee  m em bersh ip  dem onstrates the  industry 's continu ing  com m itm en t to  self­
regu la tion . The Code is a t the  heart o f  the  debate about press standards and Alan and Neil w ill bring 
va luable experience and a u th o rity  to  o u r de liberations. I am delighted to  have them  on board."

Neil Benson, elected President o f  the  Society o f  Editors in O ctober, replaces G loucestershire Echo 
e d ito r  Anita Syvret, w ho stood dow n as an NS representa tive. Alan Rusbridger takes over as a 
na tiona l newspaper representa tive  fro m  Charles M oore, w ho resigned a fte r giving up the  ed itorsh ip  

o f  th e  Daily Telegraph.

The existing Code com m ittee  m em bers are: Les H inton, chairm an; Perry Austin-Clarke, Bradford 
Telegraph and Argus; James Bishop, Illustra ted London News; M ike Gilson, The News, Portsm outh; 
Sue James, W om an &  Home; Tom Loxley, M axim ; Douglas M elloy, Rotherham  and South Yorkshire 
A dvertise r; Ian M urray, Southern Evening Echo; Paul Potts, Press Association; Derek Tucker, Press 
and Journal, Aberdeen; Neil W allis, News o f the  W orld ; John W ithe row , Sunday Times.
For fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  con tac t: Editors' Code C om m ittee secretary Ian Beales: 01453 860577. 
(M ob ile : 0771 577 0400).

The Code o f  Practice C om m ittee  w orks under the  aegis o f  the  Press Standards Board o f  Finance Ltd., 
a com pany lim ited  by guarantee, registered in England and W ales No 2554323. The Code is ra tified  
by the  Press Com plaints Commission, w h ich is charged w ith  enforcing it
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