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SIR CHRISTOPHER MEYER APPOINTED CHAIRMAN OF PCC.

The Press Standards Board o f  Finance (PRESSBOF), representing the  newspaper and magazine 
publishing industry, announced today  th a t Sir C hristopher M eyer, KCMG, cu rren tly  British 
Am bassador in W ashington, w ill be the  next Chairman o f the  Press Com plaints Commission. Subject 
to  the  approval o f the  Foreign Secretary under the  rules o f  business appoin tm ents, he is expected to  
take up the  chairm anship in the  spring o f  2003.

In making the  announcem ent Sir Harry Roche, Chairman o f PRESSBOF, said:

"I and m y colleagues in the  industry  are delighted th a t a person o f the  calibre o f Sir C hristopher has 
accepted PRESSBOF's in v ita tio n  to  take up the  position  o f  Chairman o f the  Press Com plaints 
Commission. His d istinguished record in the  d ip lom atic  service, so clearly ev ident fo llo w in g  the 
events o f  11th Septem ber, is w ide ly  recognised. In discussions p rio r to  th is  announcem ent he has 
made clear his strong c o m m itm e n t to  th e  successful se lf-regu la tion  o f the  press."

"I believe th a t he w ill be a w o rth y  successor to  Lord M cG regor and Lord W akeham w ho did so much 
in establishing the  Press Com pla ints Commission and in build ing it  in to  the  respected organisation 
w h ich  it  is today. I m ust also express the  industry 's  ongoing apprecia tion  o f  the  co n tr ib u tio n  being 
made by Professor P inker as PCC Acting Chairm an."

Professor Pinker said:

"I was very pleased to  learn o f  the  appo in tm e n t o f  Sir C hris topher as the  next PCC Chairman and I 
am sure he w ill make a va luable co n tr ib u tio n  to  the  Com m ission's w o rk ." "He w ill have my fu ll 
suppo rt in his new  role and I am co n fid e n t th a t equal suppo rt w ill be given by o th e r Commission 
m em bers and the  PCC s ta ff."

Sir C hris topher M eyer said:

"I am delighted to  have been asked to  become the  next Chairman o f th e  Press Com plaints 
Com m ission." "I am a s trong be liever in the  se lf-regu la tion  in the  newspaper and magazine 
publish ing industry ." "I look fo rw a rd  to  tak ing  on th is  challenging and exciting task next year." "I do 
n o t in tend to  com m ent fu r th e r  u n til then ."

B io g ra p h ic a l n o te :

Sir C hristopher M eyer, KCMG, 58, has had a d istinguished career in the  UK d ip lom atic  service 
includ ing Am bassador to  G erm any and, cu rren tly , to  the  USA. He has firs t-hand know ledge o f the  
press fro m  spells as Head o f News D epartm ent and Chief Spokesman a t the  Foreign & 
C om m onw ealth  O ffice and as Chief Press Secretary in the  Prime M in is te r's  Office.
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