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PCC censures local new spaper fo r  in tru s io n  in to  ch ild 's  p rivacy

The Press Com plaints Com m ission has upheld a com p la in t under Clauses 3 (Privacy) and 6 (Children) 
o f  the  Editors' Code o f Practice against th e  Cambrian News.

The artic le  reported  critic ism  o f a council decision to  pu t o u t to  te n d e r the  contracts fo r  a school taxi 
service fo r  disabled ch ildren. The parents o f  one o f the  ch ildren com plained th a t the  artic le  had 
included a photograph o f th e ir  child, his name and age, and deta ils o f  his medical cond ition  w ith o u t 
consent: w h ile  they  had agreed to  th e  pub lica tion  o f  a photograph o f th e ir  son, it was on the 
cond ition  th a t ne ithe r his nam e, nor in fo rm a tio n  about th e  medical cond ition , w ou ld  be also be 

published.

The newspaper said th a t the  in fo rm a tio n  had been supplied by the  existing d rive r o f the  taxi service, 
w hom  it believed was acting on th e  parents ' behalf, w ith  th e ir  consent. It recognised th a t it ough t to  
have obta ined the  consent o f  th e  parents before  publishing in fo rm a tio n  about th e  child. The 
newspaper apologised fo r  n o t having done so, and m arked its records to  ensure th a t the  details 
w ere  no t used in the  fu tu re .

The Commission ruled th a t as the  in fo rm a tio n  about the  child 's medical cond ition  had been provided 
by a th ird  party, the  new spaper had a respons ib ility  to  ob ta in  th e  consent o f  the  parents p rio r to  
pub lica tion . The fact th a t it appeared no t to  have taken any steps to  ve rify  independently  th a t 
consent had been given was " inadequa te " in te rm s o f the  requ irem ents o f  Clause 3 and Clause 6 o f 

th e  Editors' Code.

PCC D irector Stephen Abell com m ented ; "The Editors' Code makes clear th a t 'everyone is en title d  to  
respect fo r  his o r her priva te  and fa m ily  life, hom e, health  and correspondence' and requires ed ito rs 
to  ju s tify  in trusions w ith o u t consent. This case dem onstra tes the  param ount need fo r  newspapers 
and magazines to  establish - in advance o f pub lica tion  - exactly w h ich is the  com pe ten t a u th o rity  to  
g ran t consent. The Cambrian News fa iled  to  take the  necessary steps p rio r to  pub lica tion  and the  
Commission upheld th e  com p la in t as a resu lt".

ENDS

Notes to  Editors:
1. The PCC is an independent body w h ich  adm in isters th e  system o f se lf-regu la tion  fo r  the  press. It 
does so prim arily  by dealing w ith  com pla in ts, fram ed w ith in  the  te rm s o f th e  Editors' Code o f 
Practice, abou t th e  ed ito ria l con ten t o f  newspapers and magazines (and th e ir  websites, including 
ed ito ria l audio-visual m ateria l) and th e  conduct o f journa lis ts .
2. To read th e  ad jud ica tion, w h ich  has been published on page 4 o f  today 's  ed ition  o f  the  
newspaper, please click here: h ttp ://w w w .p c c .org.uk/cases/ad jud icated.h tm l?artic le=N zl2N Q
3. For m ore in fo rm a tion , please con tact Jonathan C o lle tt on 020 7438 1246 o r 07740 896805.

21Ju ly  2011

300

MODI 00035098

http://www.pcc.org.uk/cases/adjudicated.html?article=Nzl2NQ

