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The PCC to d a y  w elcom es th e  announcem ent o f th e  te rm s  o f th e  in q u iry  in to  m edia eth ics (13 July 

2011)

The Press Com plaints Commission today welcom es the  announcem ent o f the  term s o f the  inqu iry  

in to  m edia ethics.

Last week, the  Commission issued a s ta tem en t making clear its in ten tion  to  review  its own 
co n s titu tion  and fund ing  arrangem ents, the  range o f sanctions available to  it, and its practical 
independence.

This w ill become a key co n trib u tio n  to  the  inqu iry . Like the  Prime M in is te r, the  PCC remains 
com m itted  to  the  estab lishm ent o f a m ore e ffective  system, one th a t supports appropria te  
freedom s, bu t demands the  highest eth ica l standards. The PCC, and its independent m em bers (who 
are in th e  m a jo rity ), has led the  call fo r  appropria te  re form . We welcom e the  consensus o f 
Parliam ent th a t the  m odel o f  regu la tion fo r  the  press should continue to  be a non-s ta tu to ry  one.
The idea o f re fo rm ed media practices is one th a t is supported by the  PCC, and m ust be supported  by 
the  industry  itse lf.

It has been strik ing  th a t the  vo lum e o f com pla ints and contact fro m  m em bers o f the  public to  the  
PCC has been undim inished by events o f recent days. This bears w itness to  the  fact th a t the  
necessary w o rk  o f  the  Commission, th rough  its dedicated s ta ff, is accepted as valuable. This is a 
public service th a t m ust go on during the  inqu iry , o r mem bers o f  the  public w ill suffer.
W e look fo rw a rd  to  co n tribu ting  to  the  w o rk  o f Lord Justice Leveson.

ENDS

Notes to  ed ito rs :
1. For m ore in fo rm a tion , please con tact Jonathan C olle tt on 020 7438 1246 o r 07740 896805; 
Jonathan.colle tt@ pcc.org.uk
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