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PCC upholds complaint after local paper identifies alleged victims of sexual assault

The Press Com plaints Commission (PCC) has today upheld an ad jud ica tion  under Clause 11 (Victims 
o f sexual assault) o f  the  Editors' Code o f Practice a fte r a co u rt re p o rt in th e  A ldershot News & M ail 
iden tified  tw o  w om en w ho were alleged vic tim s o f sexual assault. The newspaper im m edia te ly  
accepted th a t it was a t fau lt, expla in ing th a t the  inclusion o f the  w om en 's  names was due to  human 
e rro r. Nonetheless, the  Commission had no hesita tion in uphold ing th e  com pla in t, w h ich had been 
made by Hampshire police on beha lf o f  the  w om en. It described the  newspaper's e rro r in th is  case 
as "appa lling" and decided to  re fe r th e  term s o f its ad jud ica tion to  the  Chief Executive o f  T rin ity  
M irro r, the  publisher o f the  newspaper, so th a t action could be taken to  prevent th is ever happening 
in the  fu tu re .

ENDS

Notes to  Editors:
1. The PCC is an independent body w hich adm in isters the  system o f se lf-regu la tion fo r  the  press. It 
does so prim arily  by dealing w ith  com pla ints, fram ed w ith in  the  te rm s o f the  Editors' Code o f 
Practice, about the  ed ito ria l con ten t o f  newspapers and magazines (and th e ir  websites, including 
e d ito ria l audio-visual m ateria l) and th e  conduct o f Journalists.
2. Clause 11 (V ictim s o f sexual assault) o f the  Editors' Code states:
The press m ust no t iden tify  v ic tim s o f sexual assault o r publish m ateria l like ly to  con tribu te  to  such 
iden tifica tio n  unless the re  is adequate ju s tifica tio n  and th e y  are legally free  to  do so.
3. To read the  ad judica tion, which has been published in today's ed ition  o f  the  newspaper, please 
click here.
4. The ad jud ica tion was made last year bu t on ly published today due to  associated legal proceedings.
5. For m ore in fo rm a tion , please con tact Jonathan C olle tt on 020 7438 1246 o r 07740 896805.
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