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Statement from the PCC on phone hacking following meeting today (6 July 2011)

A t its regular m eeting today, the  Press Com plaints Commission discussed the  admissions o f the 
News o f the  W orld  o f  its invo lvem en t in the  hacking o f the  te lephone o f m urdered schoolgirl M illy  
D ow le r in 2002. There have been s im ila r claims made in regard to  o th e r v ictim s o f crime and 
tragedy.

The Commission's m em bers, both  public and ed ito ria l, w ere unanim ous in th e ir condem nation.
The Commission was ve ry  clear th a t th is  conduct was unacceptable and se lf-evidently underm ined 
assurances given to  the  PCC by News In te rna tiona l in the  past. It, the re fo re , recognises th a t it can no 
longer stand by its 2009 repo rt on phone hacking and the  assertions made in it.

A t th e  beginning o f th is  year, the  PCC established a Phone Hacking Review Com m ittee. It w ill 
con tinue  to  w ork  actively, and w ill establish p ro toco ls across the  industry  to  im prove standards in 
th e  fu tu re .

The PCC readily accepts its responsib ility , shared w ith  o thers, to  ensure th a t events o f  th is sort 
should never happen again. To th a t end, it agreed th a t public m em bers o f the  Commission w ill lead a 
rev iew  o f all aspects o f  press regu la tion  in its cu rren t fo rm , which w ill be designed to  ensure th a t 
public confidence is enhanced. The Commission w ill w ish to  rev iew  its ow n constitu tion  and fund ing 
arrangem ents, the  range o f sanctions available to  it, and its practical independence.

The Chairman o f th e  PCC today  said:

" W e  w e lc o m e  th e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  b y  th e  P r im e  M in is te r  o f  h is  p ro p o s e d  in q u ir ie s . The PCC is 

d e te r m in e d  to  id e n t i fy  n e c e s s a ry  re fo r m s  t h a t  w ill  g u a r a n te e  p u b lic  c o n fid e n c e  in  p res s  re g u la t io n .  

A lre a d y , th e  PCC p ro v id e s  a  f r e e  p u b lic  s e rv ic e  t h a t  h e lp s  th o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p le  e v e ry  y e a r.

T h e re  is c u r r e n t ly  a  m a jo r  p o lic e  in v e s t ig a t io n , w h ic h  h a s  th e  n e c e s s a ry  p o w e rs  o f  in v e s tig a tio n  a n d  

re s o u rc e s  to  id e n t i fy  th e  p e r p e tr a to r s  o f  th e s e  c r im in a l ac ts . H o w e v e r , th e  C o m m iss io n  is d e te r m in e d  

to  p la y  its  p a r t  in  b r in g in g  to  a  co n c lu s io n  th is  s h o c k in g  c h a p te r , w h ic h  h as  s ta in e d  B ritish  jo u rn a lis m ,  

a n d  to  e n s u re  t h a t  g o o d  c o m e s  o u t  o f  i t . "

As regard to  the  debate in Parliam ent today, the  Chairman added:

"T h e  s ta tu s  q u o  is c le a r ly  n o t  a n  o p t io n , a n d  w e  n e e d  to  id e n t ify  h o w  th e  m o d e l o f  a n  in d e p e n d e n t  

P C C  ca n  b e  e n h a n c e d  b e s t  to  m e e t  th e s e  c h a lle n g e s . H e n c e  th e  a c tio n  w e  h a v e  ta k e n  to d a y " .
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