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PCC issues revised gu ide lines on th e  p o rtra ya l in th e  press o f  persons w ith  m enta l illness

The Press C om plaints Commission is today issuing revised ed ito ria l guidelines on the  portrayal in the 
press o f persons su ffe ring  fro m  m enta l illness.

The guidelines -  conta ined in th e  PCC's qua rte rly  bu lle tin  -  w ere firs t issued in 1992, and have been 
updated in the  ligh t o f  the  Com m ission's ow n experience o f the  issue and o f discussions w ith  
professionals in th e  fie ld .

Lord W akeham , Chairman o f the  PCC, said th a t the  revised guidelines w ere 'an im p o rta n t step 
fo rw a rd  in a d iff ic u lt area -  bu t one w here  we m ust make progress.'

W elcom ing the  pub lica tion  o f  th e  guidelines. Viscountess R unc im an -C ha irm an  o f the  M enta l 
Health Act Com m issioner -  said:

'As Chairman o f the  body w ith  s ta tu to ry  respons ib ility  fo r  m on ito ring  the  rights and interests o f 
pa tien ts  deta ined under th e  M enta l Health Act, I w arm ly  w elcom e the  new  guidance fro m  the  Press 
Com plaints Commission abou t press coverage o f s tories concerning those w ith  serious m ental 
illness.

Balancing th e  public in te rest and ind iv idua l e n titlem en ts  to  privacy and d ign ity  requires ed itors to  
make very fine  judgem ents. The rem inder in the  new  guidance th a t some stories may am ount to  
d iscrim ina tion  marks an im p o rta n t advance in th e  e ffo rt to  p rom ote  the  accurate and fa ir  portrayal 
in th e  press o f people w ith  m enta l illness.'

ENDS

For in fo rm a tio n
1. The guidelines are set o u t here.
2. For fu r th e r in fo rm a tion , please con tac t Guy Black on 0171 353 1248 (o) o r 0941109805 

(pager).
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