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Statment by Lord Wakeham on Leo Blair

D owning S treet has contacted me abou t the  issues arising fro m  th e  pub lica tion o f photographs o f 
Leo Blair's christen ing last w eekend. They have asked fo r  guidance fo r  th e  longer te rm  about the  
Code o f Practice m ight best be app lied to  the  Blairs' ow n fam ily  s itua tion  and th e ir  ch ildren's 
leg itim a te  righ t to  privacy. I w ill be consu lting  w ide ly  on th is  and hope to  produce some guidance fo r 
them  in due course.

In the  m eantim e, the  Prime M in is te r and his fam ily  are leaving fo r  a holiday a t the  end o f the  week 
and Downing S treet has asked me fo r  guidance in re la tion  to  th is. They have made clear th a t w h ils t 
th e y  continue to  have serious reservations about pu tting  th e ir  ch ild ren in the  public eye, the  Prime 
M in is te r and M rs Blair are w illin g  to  organise a one o ff  photoca ll before  they  continue the  rest o f 
th e ir  ho liday in private.

It seems to  me th a t the  m ost constructive  way to  strike the  balance betw een leg itim ate  privacy and 
leg itim a te  public in te rest in photos o f  the  fam ily  is fo r  them  to  undertake th is  photoca ll during the  
firs t fe w  days o f th e ir  holiday. N um ber Ten agrees w ith  me on th is  -  and we hope th a t a fte r the  
photoca ll has taken place the  fa m ily  w ill be able to  com ple te  its ho liday in private. I know th a t 
ed ito rs  w ill be happy to  respect th a t w ish in line w ith  the  te rm s o f the  Code o f Practice, including its 
s tipu la tions on the  use o f free lance photographs.

O perationa l details re la ting  to  th e  photoca ll w ill be issued by N um ber Ten in due course.
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