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PCC publishes ruling on share dealing allegations against The Mirror
Code was breached, rules the Commission, as it refers the adjudication to the publisher

The PCC has today ruled on a num ber o f  a llegations about possible breaches o f Clause 14 (financial 
Journalism) o f th e  ed ito rs ' Code o f Practice by a num ber o f  sen ior s ta ff a t The M irro r.

The Commission has ruled th a t:

•  There w ere  num erous and flag ran t breaches o f the  Code by Anil Bhoyrul and James H ipwell 
during th e ir  tim e  as C ity Slickers on the  newspaper;

•  The tipp ing  o f shares by Messrs Bhoyrul and H ipwell to  Deputy Editor Tina W eaver was one 
such breach o f the  Code, a lthough th e  Commission did no t make a find ing  against Ms 
W eaver herself;

•  The purchase o f shares in W iggins G roup and V iglen pic by e d ito r Piers M organ w ere 
breaches o f the  Code -  in the  case o f the  fo rm e r share purchase on ly on a te c h n ic a lity -a s  
bo th  com panies had been w r itte n  abou t in the  newspaper recently  a t the  tim e  o f the  
purchase. The purchase o f shares in C orporate Executive Search was no t a breach o f the  
Code;

•  There was inadequate  supervision o f  the  City Slickers by the  ed ito r, whose responsib ility  it  is 
to  ensure th a t th e  Code is applied rigorously on th e  newspaper. This also raised a breach o f 
the  Code o f Practice.

The Commission is pleased th a t T rin ity  M irro r  has now revised its ow n in te rna l procedures to  ensure 
th a t such breaches o f the  Code cannot be repeated -  w h ich is an exam ple o f  e ffective  se lf regulation 
w ork ing  in practice. In add ition , the  Commission has:

• Referred the  te rm s o f its ad jud ica tion  to  the  Chief Executive o f  the  com pany to  reg ister its 
concern abou t th e  events w hich w ere the  subject o f  its investigation;

•  Asked th e  industry 's  Code o f Practice C om m ittee to  look a t the  te rm s o f the  Code in the  ligh t 
o f  th is ad jud ica tion  to  see w h e th e r any revisions m ay be necessary.
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