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Lord Wakeham announces the withdrawal of the PCC from the World Association of Press Councils

Speaking a t a conference today in New Delhi, hosted by the  C om m onw ealth  Press Union and the 
C om m onw ealth  Parliam entary Association, Lord W akeham  -  Chairman o f the  Press Com plaints 
Commission -  announces th a t the  Press Com plaints Commission w ill be w ithd raw ing  from  
m em bership o f the  W orld  Association o f  Press Councils (WAPC). He said:

"The Press Com plaints Commission has been a m em ber o f  th e  WAPC since it  was founded. It was 
fo rm ed  w ith  the  best o f in ten tions and in its early years did much good w ork. However, our 
m em bersh ip  o f the  WAPC has seemed increasingly anom alous -  fo r  a num ber o f  reasons.

First, we disagreed strong ly w ith  plans to u te d  by WAPC to  establish some fo rm  o f g lobal press code 
and a trans-na tiona l body to  oversee com pla in ts under it. W e feared th a t such a code w ould  sim ply 
be used by au tho rita ria n  governm ents keen to  extinguish freedom  o f expression -  using a global 
code ostensib ly designed to  ensure 'responsib le jou rna lism ' as the  too l.

Second, we w ere concerned th a t the  overw he lm ing  m a jo rity  o f m em bers o f WAPC represent state 
run and funded press councils which are ne ithe r se lf regu la to ry  no r independent. State run press 
councils -  one o f w hich is hosting the  WAPC annual conference in April -  are in im ical to  press 
freedom , and th e  PCC did n o t fee l com fo rtab le  in a body dom ina ted  by them .

Third, we w ere  aware th a t we w ere th e  on ly press council in Europe in m em bership o f WAPC. Last 
year's in itia tive  by some 20 European press councils to  establish the  A lliance o f Independent Press 
Councils o f  Europe -  a loose kn it alliance designed s im p ly fo r  th e  exchange o f advice and in fo rm a tion  
-  has largely made ou r m em bership o f WAPC irre levant. I hope a proposed in itia tive  by the 
C om m onw ealth  Press Union may lead to  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  a s im ila r com m onw ealth  body.

For all these reasons, the  PCC has decided its m em bersh ip  o f  WAPC is no longer appropria te  and to  
w ith d ra w  w ith  im m edia te  e ffec t."

ENDS

Further information:
1. Follow ing the  resignation o f the  PCC, cu rren t m em bers o f the  WAPC include: Press Council 

o f Bangladesh; Supreme Press Council o f Egypt; Press Council o f  India; Nigerian Press 
Council; National Press Council o f the  Republic o f  China (Taiwan); M edia Council o f  Tanzania; 
Turkish Press Council; M an itoba Press Council; Nepal Press Council; British Columbia Press 
Council; Austra lian Press Council; F ij i,M edia Council; H onolu lu  C om m unity  Media Council; 
Israeli Press Council; New Zealand Press Council; Sri Lanka Press Council.

2. This year's Annual M eeting  o f  the  WAPC is being hosted by the  Supreme Press Council o f 
Egypt.
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Lord Wakeham pledges to tackle unfair reporting on mental health issues

In a speech today to  a Capita Conference on "Im prov ing  M edia Representations o f  M enta l Health," 
organised in association w ith  The Guardian, Lord W akeham — Chairman o f the  Press Complaints 
C o m m is s io n -s e ts  o u t th e  ro le  o f  th e  PCC in raising standards o f  reporting  o f m ental health issues. 
He says th a t the  media has a crucial ro le to  play in "tack ling public fea r and m isunderstanding" about 
m enta l illness:

"F or th a t reason alone the  re la tionsh ip  between the  media, those suffering from  m enta l illness, and 
those caring fo r  them  is a crucia l one th a t needs to  be go t righ t. In th a t the  PCC has a role to  p la y -  
and i t  is one I am proud to  cham pion. D iscrim ination in any o f its ugly form s -  on grounds o f sex or 
sexual o rien ta tion , o f  race, o r o f m en ta l illness -  has no place in a m odern society. And it  certa in ly  
has no place in the  m edia ."

Lord W akeham  sets o u t how  the  new spaper industry 's  Code o f Practice applies in th is area -  and is 
supp lem ented by the  Com m ission's ow n guidelines on the  reporting  o f m enta l health issues. Those 
guidelines rem ind all ed ito rs  to  take care no t to  describe those w ho  are m enta lly  ill in a way which 
m igh t raise a breach o f the  Code in te rm s o f inaccuracy o r d iscrim ina tion  -  and no t to  use language 
w h ich  is d iscrim ina to ry  to  those su ffe ring  fro m  m enta l illness o r which m igh t in te rfe re  w ith  th e ir 

care.

He ou tlines  a num ber o f  ad jud ica tions w here the  PCC has upheld com pla ints on th is subject because 
coverage has e ithe r been inaccurate o r d iscrim ina tory  -  and says th a t the  Code, these adjudications, 
and the  PCC's guidelines are all help ing to  raise standards o f reporting  in th is  area:

"I have never been one to  believe th a t you can change th ings overn ight. It takes tim e  to  im prove 
standards... But it is m y instinctive  b e lie f th a t on th is  im p o rta n t subject th ings have changed fo r  the  
b e tte r over the  last fe w  years, and are continu ing  to  change... And it is som ething to  which I prom ise 
you th e  PCC w ill con tinue to  devote  a great deal o f  tim e  and e ffo rt."

ENDS
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