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Wakeham welcomes changes to editors Code of Practice
New provisions on young people will "strengthen the protection of the vulnerable"

Press Com pla ints Commission Chairman Lord W akeham  today welcom ed the  changes to  the  
industry 's  Code o f Practice announced by Les H in ton, Chairman o f the  Code o f Practice Com m ittee. 
The m ain changes relates to  the  provisions o f  Clause 10 o f th e  Code, which now  directs editors to  
pay pa rticu la r regard to  the  p o ten tia lly  vu lnerab le  position o f  ch ildren w ho  are v ictim s of, o r 
w itnesses to , crim e. The change arises fro m  the  debates surrounding the  Youth Justice and Criminal 
Evidence Act 1999.

C om m enting on the  change. Lord W akeham  said:

"O ne o f the  key fea tures o f  the  Code is th e  p ro tec tion  it  gives to  particu la rly  vu lnerable groups o f 
people. Children w ho  have the  m is fo rtune  to  become involved in crim e -  e ithe r as v ictim s o r 
w itnesses -  are am ong th e  m ost vu lnerab le , and I am very pleased th a t th e  Code specifically 
recognises th is ."

Lord W akeham  also w elcom ed th e  change to  the  public in te rest defence in the  Code, which now 
makes clear th a t -  in ad jud ica ting com p la in ts  -  the  PCC w ill have regard to  the  exten t to  which 
m ateria l is, o r is abou t to  become, available to  the  public. He said th a t th is  change to  the  Code was 
im p o rta n t fo r  all newspapers as it  recognised fo r  the  firs t tim e  in the  Code the  public in te rest in 
freedom  o f expression itself.

Lord W akeham  added th a t it was always im p o rta n t th a t the  Code was d is tribu ted  as w ide ly as 
possible. He was th e re fo re  "de ligh ted  th a t th e  Society o f  Editors w ill be repeating its im portan t 
in itia tive  o f  reproducing the  Code in c red it card fo rm a t fo r  the  use o f ed ito rs  and Journalists."

Ends

Notes to editors:
1. Changes to  the  Code are made by the  industry 's  Code o f Practice C om m ittee, which consists 

o f  sen ior ed ito rs  fro m  across th e  new spaper and magazine publishing industry. It is chaired 
by Les H in ton, Executive Chairm an o f News In te rna tiona l. Before Code changes are 
im p lem ented , th e y  are ra tified  by the  Press Com plaints Commission. This to o k  place on 1 
Decem ber 1999.

Changes to the Code:

1. Clause 10 o f the  Code is re title d  "R eporting  o f  C rim e". The provisions w ith in  it on the 
id e n tifica tio n  o f  innocen t re latives and friends o f those convicted o r accused o f crim e are 
unchanged. A new  provis ion is added re la ting  to  ch ild ren w ho are v ic tim s of, o r witnesses to , crime. 
The Code now  makes clear th a t:
"P a rticu la r regard should be paid to  th e  po te n tia lly  vu lnerab le  position o f ch ildren w ho are 
w itnesses to , o r v ic tim s of, c rim e ."
The Code also recognises th a t th is  provis ion should no t be in te rp re ted  as restricting  the  righ t to  
re p o rt Judicial proceedings.

2. There is a change to  the  public in te re s t d e fin itio n  in the  Code. It now  stipulates tha t:
"There is a public in te res t d e fin itio n  in freedom  o f expression itself. The Commission w ill the re fo re  
have regard to  th e  ex ten t to  w h ich  m ateria l has, o r is abou t to , become available to  the  public."
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The w ord ing  o f th is  change m irro rs the  "pub lic  dom ain" defence in Clause 12 o f the  Human Rights 
Act 1998.

3. One m ino r change to  the  Code is the  add ition  o f  a public in te rest defence to  Clause 7 (Children in 
sex cases). This corrects an anom aly in the  Code which appeared to  preclude iden tifica tion  o f  a child 
even w here a judgem en t rules th a t iden tifica tion  w ould be in the  public in terest.
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