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PCC rejects complaint from Professor Sir Roy Meadow; John McLellan appointed to PCC

1. Meadow complaint not upheld
The Press Com plaints Commission has re jected a com p la in t fro m  Professor Sir Roy M eadow  about 
an artic le  in th e  Times, w h ich re ferred to  the  com pla inan t as having 'gone beyond his re m it' when 
giving evidence as an expert w itness in cou rt cases. The artic le  said th a t Sir Roy's evidence had 'led 
to  the  Jailing o f  innocen t people '.

Com plain ing under Clause 1 (Accuracy), Sir Roy po in ted to  the  Appeal C ourt rulings in the  cases o f 
Angela Cannings and Sally Clark and argued th a t the  newspaper could no t Justify its remarks. The 
new spaper contended th a t the  c la im s -w h ic h  constitu ted  a very b rie f sum m ary o f  the  
com pla inan t's  ro le in the  case -  w ere fa ir com m ent. The co lum nist's  p o in t was th a t Sir Roy had 
subm itted  statistics-based evidence even though he was no t a statistic ian, which was a clear 
exam ple o f  going beyond his rem it. The new spaper also c ited the  Appeal Court rulings to  back up its 
position.

The Commission concluded th a t the re  w ere su ffic ien t grounds fo r  the  co lum nist to  have in te rpre ted  
th e  com pla inan t's  invo lvem ent in the  Cannings and Clark cases in the  way she had. It to o k  into 
account th a t her views w ere set o u t in a c learly d istinguished com m ent piece and w ere  not, 
th e re fo re , presented as ind isputable facts. In all the  circumstances o f the  case, the  Commission did 
n o t consider the re  was a breach o f the  Code o f Practice.

Nevertheless, since the  com pla inan t clearly had ano the r v iew  about how  his ro le should be 
in te rp re ted , the  Commission w elcom ed the  newspaper's o ffe r to  publish a le tte r fro m  him . A lthough 
Sir Roy had re jected the  o ffe r, the  Commission considered th a t th is  was a constructive  approach to  
se ttling  the  case and w ou ld  have enabled the  com pla inan t to  respond to  the  leg itim ate  op in ion 
voiced by the  co lum nist.

To see the  fu ll ad jud ica tion click here

2. Evening News editor appointed to  PCC
The e d ito r o f  the  Edinburgh Evening News, John McLellan, has been appoin ted to  the  board o f the 
PCC fo llo w in g  a nom ina tion  fro m  the  Scottish Daily Newspaper Society. He w ill replace Derek Tucker, 
e d ito r o f the  Aberdeen Press and Journal, w ho  re tired  fro m  the  Commission a t the  end o f 2008. M r 
M cLellan, w ho  w ill be one o f 7 ed ito rs w ho  s it on the  17-m em ber Commission, has been e d ito r o f 
th e  Evening News since 2004. Before tha t, he ed ited Scotland on Sunday fo r  th ree  years a fte r his 
f irs t s tin t ed iting  the  Evening News w h ich  began in 1997.

ENDS

Notes
1. There are seven ed ito rs  on the  Commission, o u t o f  a to ta l m em bership o f 17. The o th e r ten 
m em bers have no connection w ith  the  industry  o th e r than by th e ir  m em bership o f th e  PCC.
2. Editoria l appo in tm ents  to  the  PCC are nom inated  by the  industry trade  bodies bu t ra tified  by the  
Com m ission's independen t A ppo in tm ents  Commission. For m ore in fo rm a tion  about the 
A ppo in tm en ts  Commission, click here
3. For m ore in fo rm a tion  please con tact Stephen Abell on 020 78310022 .
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