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standard publishes front page apology to HRH the Duke of Edinburgh after PCC complaint

The London Evening Standard today publishes a p rom inen t apology to  HRH the  Duke o f Edinburgh 
fo llo w in g  his com p la in t to  the  Press Com plaints Commission on W ednesday th is week. The paper 
has accepted th a t th e  a llegation th a t he was su ffe ring  fro m  prostate cancer was untrue. It has also 
apologised fo r  breaching his privacy. The apology means th a t the m a tte r has now  been settled 
w ith o u t the  need to  proceed to  a fo rm a l ruling.

The fro n t page o f today 's  newspaper says: "The Evening Standard apologises to  the  Duke o f 
Edinburgh". The fu ll apology, w h ich is published in an agreed position on page 5, says:

H R H  T h e  D u k e  o f  E d in b u r g h :  A p o lo g y

In the Evening Standard of 6 August we stated that The Duke of Edinburgh had been diagnosed as 
suffering from cancer of the prostate. We now accept that the story was untrue and that he is not 
suffering from any such condition.

We unreservedly apologise both to him and to his family for making this distressing allegation and 
for breaching his privacy.

This com p la in t reveals the  clear advantages o f com ing to  the  PCC w ith  com pla ints o f privacy 
in trus ion . The process has been quick: the  fina l se ttlem en t was negotia ted less than 36 hours a fte r 
the  o rig ina l com p la in t was made. In con tras t w ith  some legal actions, it has involved no fu rth e r 
priva te  deta ils — w h ich  in th is  case w ou ld  have related to  Prince Philip's health  — being released in to  
the  public dom ain . The apology has been p rom inen t and p roportiona te . And the  PCC costs nothing 
to  use. The artic le  under com p la in t has been rem oved fro m  the  newspaper's w ebsite  and replaced 
w ith  th e  te x t o f the  apology, w h ich  appears on the  homepage and then w ill be archived 
perm anen tly .

ENDS

For fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n , please con tact Stephen Abell on 020 78310022 
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