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OB DESCRIPTION AND APPLICATION PROCEDURE FOR PUBLIC MEMBER OF THE PCC

A public, o r lay, m em ber o f  the  Press Com plaints Commission is one o f the  17-strong adjudicating 
panel th a t makes up the  PCC. There are 7 ed ito rs  and 10 public m em bers on the  Commission, 
ensuring th a t it  is clearly independent o f  the  new spaper industry.

The Commission's task is to  consider com pla in ts b rough t by m em bers o f the  public under the  16- 
clause ed ito rs ' Code o f Practice, w h ich covers issues such as accuracy, privacy and d iscrim ination. 
Rulings are made e ith e r a t fu ll m eetings o f  the  Commission - w h ich take place every 6 weeks o r so - 
o r considered in correspondence if  the re  are clearly no issues to  pursue under the  Code. Such 
correspondence-based rulings are dea lt w ith  on a w eekly basis.

In each case Commissioners are presented w ith  a d ra ft ru ling w hich has been prepared by the  case 
o ffice r dealing w ith  the  com p la in t, based on th e ir  know ledge o f th e  Code and PCC precedents. This 
recom m endation is fo r  the  Com m issioners to  com m ent upon and a decision is n o t fina l un til i t  has 
been endorsed by all m em bers o f  th e  Commission. It is estim ated th a t the  w ork load fo r 
Commissioners is in the  region o f a m in im um  o f an hour and ha lf every w eek - a lthough it  can 
som etim es be m ore. In add ition . Commission m eetings last fo r  about 2 hours every six weeks, 
a lthough w ith  trave l to  London they  can consum e an en tire  day fo r  some m em bers.

Commissioners are also presented w eekly w ith  deta ils o f  com pla in ts which e ith e r do no t raise an 
issue under th e  Code o r w h ich have been resolved by the  case o ffice r fo llow ing  investigation. 
Commissioners may raise queries about any o f  these com pla in ts w ith  case o fficers at any tim e .
O ther papers are pu t to  m em bers o f  the  Com m ission from  tim e  to  tim e .

M em bers o f the  Commission are also com pany d irecto rs o f  the  PCC, although th e ir  liab ility  is lim ited 
to  ju s t 1. There are also sub-com m ittees o f lay m em bers w hich consider financia l m atters, any Code 
changes and com pla ints handling. Lay m em bers w ill usually s it on one o f these com m ittees each.

The post comes w ith  rem unera tion  o f  11000 pounds per annum , paid m on th ly  in arrears.

Applicants w ill need to  dem onstra te  a record o f ach ievem ent in th e ir  ow n w alk o f  life, an in te res t in 
and apprecia tion o f  the  dynam ics o f  a free  press, an acceptance o f the  princip les o f se lf regulation, 
and an ab ility  to  analyse and digest a large am oun t o f  w r it te n  m ateria l. An understanding o f the  
problem s faced by those caught up in the  media spo tligh t - in pa rticu la r vu lnerab le  groups o f people 
- is im po rtan t. The PCC is also com m itted  to  ensuring representa tion  among the  lay m em bership 
fro m  the  countries regions o f the  United Kingdom.

Applications m ust be subm itted  no la te r than Friday 2nd M a y  2008 e ithe r by post to  Jonathan 
Falcone, Press Com plaints Com m ission, Halton House, 20 /23  Holborn, London, ECIN 2JD o r by e mail 
to  appo in tm ents@ pcc.org .uk. A fu ll CV should be included, along w ith  details o f  any re levant 
experience, as w e ll as the  name and address o f  tw o  referees.

We are committed to equal opportunities and welcome applicants from all sections of the 
community. Click here to  dow nload the  equal o p p o rtun itie s  m on ito ring  fo rm  you should com ple te  
and send w ith  you r le tte r o f  app lica tion.
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