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statement by Lord Wakeham on France '98; The World Cup

Newspapers and magazines have a num ber o f d iffe re n t roles in covering high p ro file  and extrem ely 
com pe titive  in te rna tiona l sporting  events. These are m ost obviously:

•  To repo rt them  accurate ly fo r  th e ir  readers; and
• To re flec t the  na tion 's  support fo r  British sportsm en and w om en representing th e ir  country 

e ith e r a t home o r abroad.

However, th e y  also have a respons ib ility  -  in my v iew  o f pa ram ount im portance -  no t to  encourage 
British supporters a ttend ing  sporting  events to  behave in an irresponsib le o r d isorderly m anner. In 
doing so, th e y  can p ro tec t the  in terests o f all law abid ing supporters.

O f course newspapers have every righ t to  repo rt on events in a robust and partisan fashion; indeed, 
the  Code o f Practice pro tects th a t righ t. But th a t righ t m ust be balanced by responsib ility.

Editors should the re fo re  seek to  ensure — both  in th e  run up to  France '9 8  and during it — th a t th e ir  
repo rting  and th e ir  com m ent does no th ing  to  incite violence, d iso rder o r o th e r un law fu l behaviour, 
o r to  fos te r any fo rm  o f xenophobia  th a t could con tribu te  d irec tly  to  such inc item ent. This should 
obviously include no t ju s t com m ent abou t o th e r com petito rs , bu t also practical advice about how  
fans them selves should partic ipa te  in the  events o r seek to  a ttend them .

In th is  task -  ensuring th a t th e  W orld  Cup is enjoyed by everyone, and w ith o u t v io len t inc ident in 
which British fans are im p lica ted  o r to  w hich they  are exposed -  the  press has a unique and positive 
ro le to  play. In doing so it  can again dem onstra te  th e  s trength  o f e ffective  self regulation.
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