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Re The Future Regime for the Press

Fo llo w in g  ou r w ritten s u b m is s io n s  and  o ra l e v id e n ce  in Jan u a ry , w e  w e lc o m e  the opportun ity  
to con tribu te  ag a in  to yo u r Inqu iry ’s  in ve stig a tion  into the  s tan d a rd s  and  p ra c t ic e s  o f the 
p re s s  and  yo u r re co m m en d a tio n s  fo r a  new  reg im e.

Y o u  w ill rem em b e r that e a ch  o f ou r o rg a n isa t io n s  subm itted  w ritten e v id e n ce  to you  la st 
D e ce m b e r w h ich  h igh ligh ted  n e w sp a p e rs ’ rou tine  fa ilu re  to repo rt a c cu ra te ly  on  v io le n ce  
a g a in s t  w om en; so m e  n e w sp a p e rs ’ te n d e n cy  to upho ld  m yths ab o u t d o m e s t ic  and  se xu a l 
v io len ce , p rostitu tion  and  v io le n ce  a g a in s t e thn ic  m inority  w om en ; new s repo rting  w h ich  
im p lic it ly  b la m e s  w om en  fo r v io le n ce  com m itted  a g a in s t them ; and  the no rm a lisa t io n  o f 
im a g e s  and  s to r ie s  w h ich  se x u a lis e  and  ob jectify  w o m en  in e ve ry  ed it ion  o f p a rticu la r 
n e w sp ap e rs . W e  d is c u s s e d  th e se  f in d in g s  and  m any  sp e c if ic  e xam p le s , and  a s so c ia te d  
ha rm s, w hen  w e  g a v e  o ra l e v id e n ce  to ge th e r in Jan ua ry .

W e  w ou ld  a s k  you  to c o n s id e r  the  p o lic y  con tex t in w h ich  the  Inquiry is ta k ing  p lace . T h e  
H om e  O ffice  le a d s  a  c ro ss -d ep a rtm en ta l stra tegy. Call to End Violence Against Women and 
Girls w h ich  h a s  p reven ting  v io le n ce  a g a in s t w om en  and  g irls  a s  a  key  ob jective . T h e re  is 
m uch  e v id e n ce  ab o u t the  m e d ia ’s  ro le  in p rov id ing  a  co n d u c iv e  con tex t fo r v io le n ce  ag a in s t 
w o m en  to o c cu r  by  condon ing , to le ra ting  and  no rm a lis in g  a b u s e  o f w om en . T h e  H om e  
A ffa irs  C o m m ittee  is cu rren tly  co nd u c tin g  an  Inquiry in to ch ild  se xu a l e xp lo ita tion  and  h a s  
hea rd  e v id e n ce  from  D epu ty  C h ild re n ’s  C o m m is s io n e r , S u e  B e re low itz , ab o u t the  im pact 
that po rnog rap hy  h a s  on  young  m e n ’s  v ie w s  o f s e x  and  re la tion sh ip s . F o llow ing  se ve ra l 
g o v e rn m e n t-co m m iss io n e d  rev iew s, the  C o a lit io n  G o v e rn m e n t is ta k ing  ac tion  to lim it the 
h a rm s o f se xu a lis a t io n  on ch ild ren , a s  a re  o th e r coun tr ie s . O fcom  and  the A d ve rt is in g  
S ta n d a rd s  A u tho rity  a re  a d d re ss in g  th e se  is s u e s  in th e ir regu la to ry  w o rk  too.

P le a s e  c o n s id e r  th is  le tte r a s  o u r jo in t su b m is s io n  on  yo u r D raft C r ite r ia  and  p ro p o sa ls  fo r a 
n ew  regu la to ry  reg im e.

1. Effectiveness - the ‘public interest’ and the interests of women and justice
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W e  no te  that yo u r D ra ft C r ite r ia , and  in deed  m any  o f the  Inqu iry ’s  co re  d o cu m en ts , re fe r 
frequen tly  to the  im po rtan ce  o f e n su r in g  that the  new  reg im e  sh ou ld  be  not on ly  c le a r ly  in the 
p u b lic  in terest, but d em o n s trab ly  and  c red ib ly  so. Y o u  le a ve  no  doub t ab o u t the  p r im acy  o f 
the  pu b lic  in te re st in the  fo rm u la tion  and  then  the  co n d u c t o f the  n ew  C o d e , and  no  p riva te  
in te re s t h a s  o r is lik e ly  to d isa g re e  w ith th is.

W e  th ink  it is im po rtan t to re fle c t on  w ha t th is  cr it ica l c o n ce p t m eans. T h e  pu b lic  in te re st is 
no t o f c o u rse  an  ab s tra c t ‘g o o d ’ but ra the r m e a n s  the  w e llb e in g  o f the  w ho le  com m un ity  
w h ich  c o n s is ts  o f m any  d iffe ren t g ro up s  and  in d iv idu a ls . W o m e n  a re  a lw a y s  ha lf o f th e se  
and  no reg im e  w h ich  ig no re s  o r a c tu a lly  fa c ilita te s  harm  to w om en  cou ld  be  sa id  to be  in the 
p u b lic  in terest.

O u r  o rig in a l su b m is s io n s  to yo u r Inquiry s e t ou t e v id e n ce  to sh o w  how  in a ccu ra te  reporting  
ab o u t v io le n c e  a g a in s t w om en , the  m is rep re sen ta t io n  o f in d iv idu a l w om en  v ic t im s  and  
su rv iv o rs  o f v io len ce , the  rou tine  se xu a lis a t io n  and  ob je c tif ica tion  o f w om en , and  
ed ito r ia lis in g  and  repo rting  w h ich  p rom o te s  m yths ab o u t v io len ce , and  im p lic it ly  o r e xp lic it ly  
b la m e s  w om en  fo r th e se  ab u se s , o ve r tim e h a s  a  cum u la t iv e  e ffe c t on  m illio n s  o f reade rs . It 
in c rem en ta lly  and  sub tly  in fo rm s the  w ay  la rge  pa rts o f the  com m un ity  v iew  and  treat 
w om en , in c lud ing  the  pu b lic  p e rcep t ion  o f g e n d e r-b a se d  v io le n ce  and  the  po ss ib ility  then  of 
ju s t ice . Fu rtherm ore , it p ro v id e s  a  c o n d u c iv e  con tex t fo r v io le n ce  to o c c u r  in the  firs t p lace .

M y th s  and  s te re o typ e s  ab o u t rape, fo r e xam p le , fe ed  the co m m o n  v iew  on w ho  is s e e n  a s  a 
‘re a l’ v ic tim  and  w ho  is a  perpetrator; th ey  e ven  im p ac t on rape  reporting  ra tes  and  se n d  a 
m e s s a g e  to pe rp e tra to rs  ab o u t the  s e r io u s n e s s  o r o th e rw ise  w ith w h ich  so c ie ty  rega rd s  the ir 
b ehav iou r. W e  need  no t c ite  ou r ow n re se a rch  ag a in  a s  e v id e n ce  fo r th is  but ra the r the  C h ie f  
C ro w n  P ro se cu to r  fo r the  C P S  in London , A lis o n  S a u n d e rs , w ho  in a  h igh pro file  s p e e ch  at 
the  end  o f Ja n u a ry  th is  y e a r  sa id  that ju ro rs ’ p re -co n ce ive d  id e a s  ab o u t rape  w hen  a rr iv ing  at 
the  cou rtroom  a re  h am perin g  a ttem pts to im p rove  ju s t ic e  fo r su rv iv o rs  o f se xu a l v io len ce .
S h e  fu rthe r re fe rred  to o u r e v id e n ce  ou tlin ing  the  co n ce rn in g  w a y s  in w h ich  naked , h igh ly  
s e x u a lis e d  and  g ra tu itou s  im a g e s  o f w om en  s it a lo n g s id e  ad ve rts  fo r v io len t po rnog rap hy  
and  prostitu tion  se rv ice s , and  a re  ju x ta p o sed  w ith  s e n sa t io n a lis e d  repo rting  o f se xu a l and  
p h y s ica l v io le n ce  a g a in s t w om en , th e reb y  triv ia lis in g , no rm a lis in g  and  e ven  e ro t ic is in g  the 
v io len ce .

It th e re fo re  c le a r ly  run s con tra ry  to the  pu b lic  in te re s t to pe rm it the  p e rs is te n t ob je c tif ica tion  
and  se xu a lis a t io n  o f w om en , and  to a llow  new s repo rting  w h ich  regu la rly , d ire c tly  o r 
ind irectly , h a s  a  negative , cum u la t iv e  im p ac t on w o m e n ’s  rights. T h is  is not a  sub je c tiv e  
m atter. A  pattern h a s  b een  d e te c ted  and  the  new  reg im e , a c ting  in the  pu b lic  in terest, m ust 
s p e c if ic a lly  s e e k  to e n su re  that m ed ia  co n d u c t w h ich  h a rm s w om en  is p re ven ted  and 
p e n a lis e d  if it d o e s  ta ke  p lace .

Y o u r  Inquiry is striv ing  a ls o  to fram e  a  new  reg im e  a t a  tim e o f to ta lly  u n p re ceden ted  
te ch n o lo g ica l c h a n g e  le ad ing  to rad ica l c h a n g e s  in the  w ay  in w h ich  p eo p le  c o n su m e  new s 
and  o the r m ed ia . Y o u r  D raft C r ite r ia  s a y  that the  in ten tion  is to c re a te  a  reg im e  w h ich  is 
f le x ib le  and  du rab le  enoug h  to rem a in  a p p lic a b le  a s  the  m ed ia  la n d s c a p e  co n tin u e s  to 
ch ang e . A g a in , be fo re  enum era ting  o u r sp e c if ic  re com m en da tio n s , w e  w ou ld  d raw  you r
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atten tion  to so m e  re cen t re se a rch  and  co n ce rn s  on the  im p ac t th e se  m ed ia  ch a n g e s  a re  
a lre a d y  hav ing  on  young  p eo p le  in particular.^

W e  fu lly  su pp o rt fre edom  o f the  p re s s  and  strong ly  upho ld  its right to e x p o se  w rong-do ing , 
ch a lle n g e  the pow erfu l and  corrupt, and  p re sen t w ha t m ay  be  un com fo rtab le  v ie w s  o f ou r 
so c ie ty  and  the m em b e rs  o f it. H ow eve r, a s  a  v ita l con s t itu en t o f d em o cra cy , the  p re s s  a lso  
h a s  re spo n s ib ilit ie s . T h e s e  in c lude  the re spo n s ib ility  not to p rom o te  d isc r im in a tion , ra the r to 
re p re se n t and  re fle ct a  w id e  d ive rs ity  o f a c to rs  and  op in io n s . O u r  d e m o c ra t ic  d is c o u rse  h a s  
b een  co n s id e ra b ly  na rrow ed  by the s te reo typ ed  po rtraya l o f w om en  in the  p re s s  in c lud ing  
the  g en e ra l la c k  o f re p re sen ta tio n  o f b lack , m inority, e th n ic  w om en , o ld e r  w om en  and  
w o m en  w ith  d isab ilit ie s , rende ring  w h o le  se g m en ts  o f so c ie ty  b a re ly  v is ib le  and  w ithou t a  fa ir 
vo ice . T h e  trea tm en t by  so m e  in the p re s s  o f w om en  in pow er, in c lud ing  and  e sp e c ia lly  
w o m en  in po lit ica l o ffice , all too  often fo c u s e s  on  th e ir b ody  parts, r id icu ling  them  a s  w om en  
ra the r than  c r it ic is in g  th e ir p o lic ie s  o r o p in io n s . S u c h  ste reo typ ing , a s  sh ow n  by the  Un ited  
N a tio n s  in v a r io u s  fora^, con tr ib u te s  to w o m e n ’s  le s s e r  pa rtic ip a tion  in pu b lic  life. T h e  ove rt 
se xu a l o b je c tif ica tion  o f the  na rrow  se c tio n  o f w om en  w ho  a re  p re sen ted  w ith in  the  p re ss  
h a s  a ls o  been  sh ow n  to h a ve  a  d ire c t im p ac t on the se lf  e s te em  and  a sp ira t io n s  o f g ir ls  and  
you ng  w om en , w ith re se a rch  co n d u c te d  by the  Fu tu re  Fo und a t ion  th in k  ta n k  (April 2012) 
fin d ing  that o ne  in fo u r g irls  h a s  low  se lf-e s te em  and  co n c lu d in g  that B rita in  cou ld  lo se  so m e
31 9 ,0 0 0  fu tu re  b u s in e s sw o m en , la w ye rs  and  docto rs , a s  w e ll a s  m ore  than 60  w om en  M P s  
by 2 0 5 0  u n le s s  you ng  w om en  can  be  he lp ed  to reta in  co n fid e n ce  in th e ir ow n ab ilit ie s . T h is  
d e m o c ra t ic  d e fic it is  c le a r ly  not in the  pu b lic  in te re st and  w e  b e lie v e  that the  s ta tu s  quo  
ca n n o t con tinue .

2. Fairness and objectivity of Standards - the Statement of Ethical Standards

W e  a re  p le a se d  to s e e  the  D raft C r ite r ia  se t ou t the  a im  o f hav ing  a:

“s ta te m e n t o f  e th ic a l s ta n d a rd s  w h ich  is re cog n ised  as re a so n ab le  by th e  in d u s try  and 

c re d ib le  by th e  pub lic . Th is s ta te m e n t m ust id e n t ify  e n fo rc e a b le  m in im u m  s tan d a rd s  as w e ll 

as a r t ic u la t in g  good  p ra c tice  th a t sh ou ld  be a im ed  fo r."

T h is  s ta tem en t w ill se n d  a  pow erfu l s ig n a l o f w ha t the  cu ltu re  o f n e w sro o m s sh ou ld  be, and  
its p re c is e  con ten t is a s  su ch  critica l. W e  b e lie v e  it m u st sp e c if ic a lly  in c lu d e  a  p roh ib ition  on 
an y  reporting  w h ich  is d isc r im in a to ry  and  that it is e s se n t ia l it be  d e v e lo p e d  in co n su lta tio n  
w ith  b o d ie s  and  in d iv id u a ls  re co g n is e d  a s  kn o w le d g e ab le  in the  f ie ld s  both o f m ed ia  and  of 
d isc r im in a tion . T h is  is in o rd e r to a c h ie v e  both the  e ffe c t iv e n e ss  and  c red ib ility  that w ill be  
n eeded . S u c h  a  s ta tem en t sh ou ld  go  fu rthe r than  the  cu rren t E d ito rs ’ C o d e  requ irem en t that

 ̂A  Qualitative Study of children, young people and sexting, N S P C C
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/lnform/resourcesforprofessionals/sexualabuse/sexting-research-
report_wdf89269.pdf
Definitions, d iscourses and dilemmas: policy and academ ic engagement with the sexualisation of 
popular culture M Coy and M Garner
 ̂See, for example. Review of the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, 

the outcomes of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly and its contribution to 
shaping a gender perspective towards the full realization of the Millennium Development Goals, 
Report of the Secretary-General, E/2010/4*-E/CN.6/2010/2* 8 February 2010, at paragraphs 247, 
349 and 350.
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n ew s  repo rting  re fra in  from  be ing  p re jud ic ia l o r pe rjo ra tive  w ith rega rd  to in d iv id u a ls ’ 
id en tit ie s, and  in add ition  requ ire  a  s tanda rd  o f repo rting  that re sp e c ts  and  p ro m o te s  re sp e c t 
and  equa lity  fo r a ll peop le , in c lud ing  w om en . T h e  C o d e  sh ou ld  a d v a n ce  a w a re n e s s  of, and  
a d h e re n ce  to the  need  fo r o ve rcom ing , s te re o typ e s  and  m yths in the  po rtraya l o f w om en , 
in c lud ing  in re la tion  to se xu a l v io len ce , se xu a l ob jectifica tion , and  pu b lic  pa rtic ipa tion .

W e  noted  in ou r te s tim ony  that so m e  e lem en ts  o f the  p re s s  co m m o n ly  po rtray  un d e rag e  g irls  
in a  s e x u a lis e d  w ay  a s  w e ll a s  u s ing  sp u r io u s  e x c u s e s  fo r pub lish in g  se x u a lis e d  ch ildh ood  
p h o to g rap h s  o f now -adu lt w om en . T h e re  is no pu b lic  in te re s t in th is, ra the r it can  re in fo rce  
s te re o typ e s  o f w om en  w h ich  im p ede  th e ir a c c e s s  to ju s t ic e  in the  con tex t o f se xu a l v io le n ce  
and  w h ich  prom ote , p a rticu la r ly  am on g  te en a g e  girls, a  troub ling  v iew  o f th e ir a p p a ren t 
s in g u la r  w orth  in so c ie ty , th u s  lim iting th e ir life ch o ice s . Indeed, re cen t s tu d ie s  sh o w  that 
p re s su re s  to b e co m e  s e x u a lis e d  h a ve  led to g irls  a c ro s s  a ll so c ia l s tra ta  reporting  m enta l 
d iso rd e rs  at a  rate o f 44%  - m ak ing  them  the m ost d e p re s se d  se c t io n  o f the  population^. 
S u c h  d e p ic t io n s  o f g ir ls  sh ou ld  h a ve  no  p la ce  in ou r p re s s  and  th is  sh ou ld  be m ade  e xp lic it 
in an y  new  standard .

In add ition , a n y  pub lica tio n  con tinu in g  to pu b lish  n aked  o r se m i-n a ke d  p ic tu re s  o f w om en  in 
th e ir  p rin t v e rs io n s  o r on lin e  sh ou ld  be age -re s tr ic ted  to con fo rm  to s im ila r  p ro v is io n s  fo r 
b ro a d ca s t m ed ia . U n like  p e rh a p s  fo r o th e r fo rm s o f d isc r im in a tion , s e v e ra l p u b lish e rs  and  
b u s in e s s e s  h a ve  a  s trong  f in an c ia l in cen tive  in p rom oting  the  ob je c tif ica tion  o f w om en . T h is  
m ay  a lso  re fle c t the  in te re s ts  o f so m e  p u b lish e rs  to po rtray  th e se  is s u e s  a s  m atte rs o f 'ta ste  
and  d e cen cy ', ra the r than, a s  is c le a r ly  the  ca se , d isc r im in a tion . B ro a d ca s t in g  regu la tion  and  
se xu a l h a ra s sm e n t le g is la t io n  am on g  o the rs  h a ve  a lre a d y  unde rlin ed  w h e re  su ch  im a g e s  
sh ou ld  sit, w h ich  w ou ld  m ake  a  s im ila r  p ro v is io n  a p p lic a b le  to the  p re s s  a  good  fit w ith  o the r 
re le van t regu la to ry  and  law  en fo rcem en t function s, a s  p ro p o sed  in the  D ra ft C r ite r ia . In 
add ition , cu rren t c o n ce rn s  ab o u t the  e a r ly  se xu a lis a t io n  o f o u r ch ild ren  and  the h a rm s it is 
c a u s in g  u n d e rsco re  the  need  fo r ch ild ren  to be  re str ic ted  from  a c c e s s in g  su ch  m ate ria ls , 
w h ich  h a ve  in the  p a s t co n ta in ed  free  po rnog rap hy  DVDs'*, and  p rom o ted  free  ch ild re n 's  toys 
w h ils t a t the  sa m e  tim e ca rry ing  ad ve rts  fo r X X X  po rnog rap hy^ .

Minimum general standards

T h e re  sh ou ld  be  key  pu b lic  po lic y  ob je c tive s , and  m in im um  s ta n d a rd s  w h ich  a re  ap p lied  
a c ro s s  a ll fo rm s o f m ed ia  to e n su re  that the  pu b lic  a re  p ro tec ted  from  harm  and 
d isc r im in a tion .

In ap p ly in g  g en e ra lly  a c cep te d  s tand a rd s , an y  regu la to ry  reg im e  fo r the  p re s s  m ust e n su re  
that m ate ria l w h ich  m ay  c a u se  harm  and  d isc r im in a tion  is ju st if ied  by the  context. S u ch  
m a te ria l m ay  in c lude , but is no t lim ited  to, o ffe n s iv e  o r d isc r im in a to ry  language , g ra tu itou s 
v io le n ce  in c lud ing  se xu a l v io le n ce  o r h a ra ssm en t, s e x u a lis e d  o r ob je ctify ing  im agery , 
hum ilia tion , d is tre ss , v io la tion  o f hum an  d ign ity, d isc r im in a to ry  trea tm en t o r s te reo typ ed

” Sweeting H, Young R, W est P. G H Q  increases among Scottish 15 year olds 1987-2006. Social 
Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology 2009; 44:579-86.
'* See  the Sunday Sport, 15 January 2012, 'F R E E  INSIDE P E N T H O U S E  S E X  DVD '
® See  the O B JE C T  and Turn You r Back on Page 3 written evidence to the Inquiry: 
http://www.obiect.orq.uk/files/The%20Leveson%20lnquirv%20-
% 200BJECT% 20and% 20Turn% 20Your% 20Back% 20on% 20Paae% 203% 20Joint% 20Subm ission.pdf
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po rtra ya ls  (for e x a m p le  on the g ro u n d s  o f age , d isab ility , gende r, 'race ', re lig ion , b e lie fs  o r 
se xu a l o rien ta tion). W e  noted  in ou r te s tim ony  that h e a d lin e  ed ito rs  co m m o n ly  u se  h e a d lin e s  
w h ich  se x u a lis e  v io le n ce  a g a in s t w om en  and  g irls  a s  w e ll a s  p rom oting  d isc r im in a tio n  in 
o th e r fo rm s. T h is  sh ou ld  a lso  be  a d d re s s e d  in a  co m p re h e n s iv e  regu la to ry  fram ew ork .

Sexual material

M ate ria l that co n ta in s  im a g e s  o f nud ity  and/o r la n g u ag e  o f a  s trong  se xu a l na tu re  w h ich  is 
no t ju s t if ie d  by  the con te x t sh ou ld  not be  prin ted  in n e w sp a p e rs  o r m a g a z in e s  ( in c lud ing  
on lin e  v e rs ion s), w h ich  a re  not a g e  restric ted . T h is  in c lu d e s  s e x u a lis e d  im agery , and  
ad ve rt is in g  for, o r p rom otion  o f the  s e x  industry  in c lud ing  po rnog raphy , s e x  w e b ca m s  and  
p rostitu tion  se rv ice s .

Under 18s

N e w sp a p e rs  and  m a g a z in e s  w h ich  a re  no t a g e  re str ic ted  sh ou ld  a lw a y s  be su ita b le  fo r w ide  
au d ie n ce s ; that is fo r a u d ie n c e s  in c lud ing  ch ild ren  and  you ng  pe rson s . T h is  m e a n s  that all 
content, in c lud ing  adve rtis ing , m u st be  su ita b le  fo r ch ild ren  to c o n su m e  if th ey  c h o o se  to buy 
the  pub lica tion , o r if th ey  sh ou ld  co m e  a c ro s s  it un aw ares.

S to r ie s , h ead lin e s , language , pho tog raphs , o r im age ry  w h ich  se x u a lis e  ch ild ren  o r p rom ote  
the  se xu a lis a t io n  o f ch ild ren  m ust be  proh ib ited .

3. Independence and transparency of enforcement and com pliance

It is c r it ica l that if the  n ew  regu la to ry  b ody  is to be  a b le  to upho ld  th e se  h igh  e th ica l 
s tand a rd s , and  to m a in ta in  p ro fe s s io n a lism  in reporting , it m ust be  w e ll in fo rm ed abou t 
m a tte rs  o f e qu a lity  and  d ive rs ity . W e  w ou ld  u rge  that the  p ane l in c lu d e s  a t le a s t one  
p e rm a n en t m em b e r w h o se  rem it is e qu a lity  and  d ive rs ity , and  that th is  m em b e r be 
a c co u n ta b le  to s ta k eh o ld e rs  w ith  e xp e rt is e  in th e se  a re a s , a s  w e ll a s  to the  g en e ra l pub lic .

W e  ag re e  that the  p re s s  sh ou ld  not be  undu ly  fe tte red  - a s  hum an  righ ts o rg an isa t io n s , w e  
w ou ld  not w ish  th is. W e  re co g n is e  the  m ed ia  industry  w ou ld  need  to find  appo in tm en ts  to 
an y  regu la to ry  body  re a so n a b le  and  to b e lie v e  them  to be  su ffic ien tly  k n o w le d g e ab le  abou t 
the  industry  to do  th e ir job  w ell. W e  h ave  been  e n co u ra g e d  by the su b m is s io n s  o f the  N U J  
and  laud  the  co u ra g e  o f in d iv idu a l jo u rn a lis ts  w ho  h ave  so u g h t to ch a lle n g e  an y  form  of 
d isc r im in a tio n  from  w ith in . Jo u rn a lis ts  n eed  to be su pp o rted  w ith c le a r  p ro fe ss io n a l 
s ta n d a rd s  and  strong  e th ica l b en chm a rks . G iv e n  the  lo s s  o f fa ith in o u r p re s s  a s  c le a r ly  
h igh ligh ted  by the Inquiry, how ever, o n ly  a  tra n sp a ren t and  tru ly in c lu s iv e  fu ture  reg im e  
w h ich  c le a r ly  a d d re s s e s  all the is s u e s  ra ised  in te s tim ony  can  hope  to re sto re  fa ith  in w ha t is 
a  cr it ica l o rgan  o f dem o cra cy .

4. Powers and remedies

T h is  is c le a r ly  a  ve ry  co n ten t io u s  area , the  d e s ig n  and  im p lem en ta tion  o f w h ich  w ill be  critica l 
to the  w h o le  s u c c e s s  o f the  new  reg im e. O u r  sp e c if ic  re co m m en d a tio n s  are:
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i. T h ird  p a rtie s  and  g ro u p s  w ith  s p e c ia iis t  e xp e rt is e  on  m atte rs o f d isc r im in a tion  shou id
be  perm itted  to m ake  com p ia in ts , ra the r than the  cu rren t sy s tem  w h e re  on iy  
th o se  d ire c tiy  in d iv idu a iiy  a ffe c ted  by a  report can  com p ia in . T h e re  a re  m any  
e x a m p ie s  o f w om en  and  g iris  w h o se  ve ry  e x p e r ie n ce  m ean s  th ey  a re  un iike iy  o r 
e ven  un ab ie  to p e rso n a iiy  co m p ia in  to an y  regu ia to ry  body. T h ird  party  reporting  
is an  e s ta b iish e d  w a y  o f fa c iiita tin g  ju s t ic e  in o th e r pu b iic  po iic y  a reas.

ii. T h e  n ew  pane i sh ou id  be  ab ie  to co n d u c t in ve s t ig a tio n s  into in d iv idu a i c a s e s  on  its
ow n in itiative , and  not on iy  in re sp o n se  to a  com p ia in t. T hu s , the  pane i m ight 
in ve s t ig a te  so m e  e g re g io u s  reporting  on, fo r e xam p ie , a  d o m e s t ic  v io ie n ce  
m u rd e r o r a b u se  in p rostitu tion  e ven  w hen  no  in d iv idu a i o r in te re st g roup  a s k e d  it 
to do  so  but s im p iy  b e c a u se  it is in the  pu b iic  in te re st to do  so.

iii. T h e re  sh ou id  be  p ro v is io n  and  a  c ie a r  p ro ced u re  fo r d ea iin g  w ith is s u e  b a se d
co m p ia in ts  on  the b a s is  o f how  a  g roup  is p e rs is ten tiy  portrayed , m is rep re sen te d  
o r s te reo typ ed  aga in st, a s  is the  c a s e  in the  regu ia tion  o f b ro a d ca s t m ed ia .

iv. T h e  n ew  pane i sh ou id  a iso  be  ab ie  to co n d u c t th em a tic  in ve stig a tio n s . T h is  cou id  be
on its ow n in itia tive  o r in re sp o n se  to in d ica t io n s  from  th ird p a rtie s  o f a  pattern o f 
ab u se . T h is  w ou id  a iso  h e ip  to a d d re s s  the  s itua tion  w hen  the  iong-term , 
cum u ia t iv e  e ffe c t o f reporting  co n tr ib u te s  to the  fo s te r in g  o f a  c iim a te  o f 
d isc r im in a tion . B y  iook ing  a t the  w a y  an in d iv idu a i ou tie t co n s is te n tiy  po rtra ys  
w om en , o r repo rts in a  w ay  that is ha rm fu i to w om en , o r a t how  m u itip ie  tit ie s  a re  
repo rting  a  pa rt icu ia r c a s e  o r issue , the  pane i cou id  then is s u e  re co m m en d a tio n s  
to e xp ia in  and  a d d re s s  the  harm fu i im p ac t o f su ch  repo rting  a s  w e ii a s  is su in g  
rep r im a n d s/sa n c t io n s  w h e re  w arran ted .

V. S a n c t io n s  m ust be  c re d ib ie  and  have  teeth  in o rde r both p rope riy  to c o m p e n sa te
d ire c tiy  a ffe c ted  in d iv id u a is  and  to se rv e  a s  a  de te rren t to fu tu re  b re a ch e s  o f any  
n ew  code .

in add ition  w e  co m m en d  the a sp ira t io n  in the  D raft C r ite r ia  that the  n ew  sy s tem  shou id  
“a c t iv e iy  su pp o rt and  p rom o te  c o m p iia n c e ”. W ith o u t the  co m p u iso ry  pa rtic ip a tion  o f a ii p re s s  
ou tie ts  and  a  co m m itm en t to co m p iia n ce , w e  ca n n o t h op e  to a d d re s s  the  m any  crit ica i 
is s u e s  ra ised  du ring  the inqu iry , in c iud ing  in re ia tion  to how  w om en  and  v io ie n ce  a g a in s t 
w o m en  a re  reported , and  to re sto re  a  s trong  p iiia r o f o u r dem o cra cy .

Conclusion

T h e  inqu iry  h a s  a ired  ve ry  co n s tru c t iv e iy  g a p s  in the  p ro fe s s io n a iism  o f the  p re s s  and  m any  
o f the  h a rm s th e se  h a ve  e n g en de red . W e  a re  now  a t a  p ivo ta i m om ent. W h iie  th e re  rem a in  
se v e ra i c r it ica i d iffe re n ce s  o f o p in io n  rega rd ing  the  fo rm  an y  n ew  p re s s  regu ia tion  shou id  
take , th e re  a p p e a rs  to be  un ifo rm  recogn it ion  that the  s ta tu s  quo  is not a c c e p ta b ie  a s  w e ii a s  
m o vem en t to w a rd s  so m e  sh a re d  po s it io n s  on se ve ra i is su e s . W h iie  m any  o f the  p ro b iem s 
e x p o se d  se e m  d e e p iy  en tren ched , w e  do  not b e iie v e  c rea tio n  o f a  new  and  e ffe c tive  reg im e  
is b e yond  the re a ch  o f th o se  co n ce rn ed . U s in g  a  fram ew o rk  o f d e m o c ra cy  and  non 
d isc r im in a tion , w e  be iieve , sh ou id  a iio w  con s tru c t io n  o f a  sy s tem  fa ir  to a ii w h iie  p re se rv in g  
free  sp e e ch  that d o e s  no g ra tu itou s harm , indeed , in re ia tion  to w om en , sp e c if ic  in te rna tiona i 
com m itm en ts  on th e se  is s u e s  h a ve  been  m ade  in U n ited  N a t io n s ’, a s  w e ii a s  reg iona i, 
hum an  righ ts in strum en ts, in c iud ing  in the  C o n ve n t io n  on the  E iim in a t ion  o f A ii F o rm s  o f 
D isc r im in a tio n  a g a in s t W o m en , ratified by  the U n ited  K in g dom  in 1986, and  in the  Be ijing  
P ia tfo rm  fo r A c t io n  o f 1995, a iso  e n d o rse d  by the U K  gove rnm ent.
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W e  hope  that a ll p a rtie s  w ith  the  ab ility  to m ake  a  p o s it ive  d iffe ren ce  w ill be  in sp ire d  by the 
ha rd  w o rk  the Inquiry h a s  unde rta ken  to e x p o se  p ra c t ic e s  o f the  p re s s  w h ich  harm  u s a ll and  
w ill com m it to cra fting  a  n ew  regu la to ry  reg im e  w h ich  p rom o te s  p ro fe ss io n a lism  and  equa lity  
in s e rv ic e  o f the  pu b lic  in terest.

T h a n k  you  fo r read ing  o u r su b m iss io n .

Y o u rs  s in ce re ly ,

Heather Harvey Holly Dustin

Research and Development D irector, End V io lence
Manager, Eaves

pyttfog women first

Against Women

Jacqueline Hunt 

Director, Equality Now

Anna van Heeswijk 

CEO, Object

statem ent of Truth

I believe the facts stated in this w itness statement are true.

S igned S A R A H  G R E E N , on behalf of Eaves, E V A W  Coalition, Equality Now, Object 

D a te ...... 20 Ju ly 2012 ..............................
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