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and not just tĥ e the media -
With the BBC to ensure that th“

lub'^cenc ’̂ ^^^ it IS vital to ensure the BBC
and that there Is early clarltv and tron to the wider digital Industry,
certain events that the BBC may not oTrce^ve ^
which could find  a real a u d ie n rp  to have a high importance, but

opportunity urgently to discuss this. welcome an

Sport, the EuroS^B r^dc^^^^^^ a ? ? h  °inn® ^Qroements between BBC
attach the 2008 I n v S n
between IO C  Director TImo Lumme and correspondence
information on the BBC’s level of coverage anS f e 'L S o n s . '" ^ '" ' '

although the G a m e s * ^ a r e a n d  viewers ~ and
these Issues are dealt with at an earlv helleve It is Important that
M edia Group, and other independent m edi^^ can like the Telegraph
plan. ^ oan have som e certa inty on which to

W e’d be m ost gratefu l fo r your help and advice. 

\ / e ^ v ^  u S u y L ^  ^

telegraph group ®,tB,uia(rrt,o™v„ bh,
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Ref. No 10190/TLE/rmm 
By email

Mr. David DAVIES
Chairman, Free-to-AIr Events Review Panel

London 8W 1Y6D H
United Kingdom

Lausanne, 16 June 2009

Frae-To-AIr- Events Review 

Dear Mr. Davies,

meeting with the Panel on 4 June^2009 for wW^h P'®''iew, following the
address in this letter a number of S n ts  S k S  k*" ' behalf of the lo c  |
additional material that I hope you wHI find useW  and enclose

As explained, were a Free-to-Air Auanto !■ i
account of the reality that only the S r  i S e T i n v i t e  the Panel to take 
IWO decades on e i ,  and K l S  S ^ O ' v ^ P l o G a m e s  
meant that It has always broadcast onlv e , ’ “”‘^®'̂ f̂ andably, capacity constraints have 
BBC1 and BBC2: 4.8%  of theTotafs oqo G am esrn ten t on
Carnes. This still represents about is  ho 2008 Beijing ofympfc
h3thA ^»®  Olympic Games on BBCI and/or *̂ ® ^6
how the volume of live Games conipnt k charts attached as Annex 1 sHpui
exceeds the amount of content shown l̂ ''®aclcast on BBCI and BBC2 significant

Olympic International Federations Natlonai^nhil!®?*'-^ *̂ ®*̂ aced revenue to the IOC hurts
toTund !u the Olympic gS S ^ p̂ î R  (locluding the BOA) andto fund the operations of Olympic Games depends on broadcast revenue
Games, Including the London 2012 Olympic S T p a ra lS S c  Gam^^^^

As a legal matter, there Is a rnismaiph
content guaranteed. In practice for the B B C ® Tnri^V °D i "''® Olympic Games
These capacity constraints ®nabl® it to shwonl̂ ^^^^ own capacity constraints.
BBC2 and place a serious question mark on fraction of this total on BBCI and
enure Olynrpic Qamee, princS“ L S e r «  ml®* ooveitaS
'“ *'1 W "le mies' pdbite Inleresl o S e X  ? 5 ,h i r?" f  "“ ***«>  to preseZ 
of s gnfficant fmiJortance. I enclose'as A rin w A ^ ^  Ireo-to-air broadcast of events that are 
this Issiro In more detail. “  ™ ®* “ ® "“'e hy Ceensel to Ibe IOC analystog

IOC TELEVISION S MARKETINS SERVICES Sa
c i. ii« d .v u ,,o o 7 m « s ,„ .r t.„w „ ,a e „„ „ „

* 'll 21621 6216 / www.olyinnpic.org
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The IOC has presented a preposa, f„, reh»m m  has h»e .aln elentents:

houre"S S i s  s l S  lo  trMTo"’r r i" '" f
number of hours of live content E r ilo i/  t  J ,'' based on the
channels. This would L 1 i4 0 h ^ ^  ‘f’® BBC on Its free-to-air
hours for the Olympic Winter Games. Summer Olympic Games and 100

by OfcOT for'^dSmNng v̂lillch ^ai^^^Gam ® *® ®̂ supervised
importance for the UK viewing pubilc?̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  ̂ ®'9"'«®ant
to-air channels under the listed e S s  m K  h i”’®.!''?*® ‘̂ ®̂®ci®ast live on free- 
light of established and objective S a   ̂ ®®‘

In effect, rather than reserving the whoî  nt iha r \i .
? !  ‘’'■oadcaster), the hour cap iî the ^  K ®  *P **'® ®lber
right to broadcast live Games content tn th^i ® ?  ®''®uts rules would tailor the BBC’s
brc^oast the 0l,mpic G a Z . “ t  neS w “-".“ O has hisloriSi;
hfetoncal praollces but remove the u n d S aK itZ ^ '® , S T ’l * ' ““"b™ bbb
The proposal for reform would leavp nnafflJ.® !  ® ° ^® ®̂ lsHng listed events rules
ability to view the Olympic Games on free-tSr tefevlto??!̂ *̂̂  Î ®
At the same time, it would encourage comniSn ®?””®'® ®l Ibeir current levels, 
portion of live Games content and®!om?S S  . broadcasters for the unused
Olympic Games content reaching the UK p u b lfc ttlS vS ^  significantly more live
The process for determining which Oh/mnif> .
need not be complex or contentious Pur??.® *'̂ P®»̂ ance for society
Directive, the European Commission *® Audiovisual Media Services
the EC Treaty. This procet S S i"® .!''!’®!?* ‘̂̂ '®® ®ompiy S
outstanding events of interest to the domoeiif, 9  national rules cover onlv 
the European Commission will assess X t  make this determination!
following criteria; wnether an event meets at least two out of the four

to those who ordiSly f̂oitow *”® °t significance

UK population̂  in Particifa??fcatâ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  ̂ importance for the

» The event involves a national team.

large televtei?St?ce? ‘’''ô ĉast on free television and has commanded

ribbon events (sucf âs" the^Vo m etS in S T  ®'®®‘"® ®®''®‘̂ ®">®s. bluenon-medal rounds involving UK athletê  in Evolving UK athletes, and
UK public (such as equestrian and rowing) would cultural importance to the
criteria. Other events that have not tvoicaiiv?? ?  ”̂®  ̂ ° ®®* '®®®* •'''® these
attention from the UK public sucli received significant broadcast coverage or
Annex 2 BBC broadcast data S o d s  Z  h - weightlifting, would not. We aS h  ?  
at the Beijing 2008 O ly m p ra S '^ T o l? ? ? ? ^ ^ ^ ^  BBC1 and ?Bc|
dP.,p„a,pd .or,«p.,„.a.p™«doap,lha, pp
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methods Of determ ?Sge^iertsT^^^ incorporate one or several alternative
provide some possible approaches below. ^ by the new listed events rutes!^W e

ceremonies, m edal rounds in selected <snnrtP^ Gam es opening and closinn
public, and events Involving UK athletes.^ ^  Particular cultural importance to the UK

rounds in v S lr i^ ^ U K S Ie ? a n d *n o ^ ^  opening and closing ceremonies medal 
particular cultural importance to the UK S c  ®vents S th

As an alternative, the events dPQinnafaw i »
the method Sky Italia and RAI proposl to °ise  fn *S « f *̂ ® determ ined using
broadcast rights for Italy to the 2010 and 2n iJ n ^  ^‘ . *’ ®® granted Sky Italia the
mtes o „„6 , sum m /r and v S  o K o  gS ? ' '  IW a Z w „ te
broadcast only a fraction of the available i *i°''''0 ''® r, like the BBC, RAI has
channels. This reality is reflected in the a rra n n o S ^ T  ® ?®®’®® ®°®*®®t °n  its free-to-air 
in consultation with the competent I t S L  a 2 2 i  * between Sky Italia and RAI 
must broadcast at least 200 hours and n 'ta lk ’s sub-license RAi
merest Events” a t the Sum mer Olymoics hours) of ‘‘High Viewer

Olympics). High Viewer Interest Fwonto a between 100 and 110 hours at the winter
and closing ceremonies, as S L K  '  '® 2 u h e

compete. In addition. Sky Italia and R A rh L °^  “®"®® athletes
series of events for exclusive broadca«!t 1ho» ^  agreed to divide between them a 
®'tornat® selections from a list of soorts interest In Italy by makina
nevertheless retains the right to b ro S cast he ‘^® '̂̂ ®t c h o L . ra?
exclusive broadcast by S k y ? ta lla ln v rra :,S j^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^  sports selected^fj;

One member of the Panel a.Qkad o. .  .

holdlnTqlKJ^^^^^^^^^ Z s im X r ® * 7  T  *''® <®̂ ®®®‘f̂ ®r P9hts

“  to SuaLtee B a fto ll 1^7™
not Intend to broadcast on their fmo i ? broadcasters to live content that theu dn

ae^anMha r *  <d ̂ .e tespe. .ay be
f-inally, the Issue of the "safetv valve” oio^ ’
meeting. The IOC recognises that tL  unexoeZ % ^“  ̂ ‘ '̂®®d®®'®®s at our 4 June 
Games, or some other anomalous event cm?id̂ l!i'®®i®®® ®̂ ® athlete at the Olymnic 
O iv.S nrr® '' ®®f been des°aratedOlympic Games. Although such instan/v̂ o ■ ^ ?i®r? ®̂̂ tme-to-air broadcast prior to the 
arlterla Itelad above ( b ir u r  iS aT tahT S i'
sufficient notoriety to qualify as an ovonf ®? ®'̂ ®®* have already reached 
recognises that some flexibility mav bo do^  ̂ w® T  importance for society) the IOC

UK public and other broadcasters, the IOC wouw accommodate the Interests of the 
"8 qu«ad broadoaaler, b, ao»ad to o a d V a ^ y ^ v tr f^ S o iJ S ^ ^ l^ ^ ^
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regularly scheduled dally h ighlfts p?o*̂ am The t f  " ‘ 1̂’ h" ® a
be subject to the maximum timing restrictions sot °  deferred broadcast would 
Sports and Other Listed and DesLaSri p?,o ♦ " P®‘'®9raph l.ie  of the Code on
would not take place before an event’s s S l ’id  fitteh? ‘’ ''°«^cast

address any q u S n ? or c o tS e r X ^ S l mav^hr‘'̂ ®h
other matters concerning the Olympic Games. ® submissions, or
Yours sincerely,

I imu uumme ^
IOC Director. Television & Marketing Services

cc:
S i X R e S  iSIrS'-
Romano Sublotio QC, Solloitor-Advocalo England « WaPea
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cowTEmagwFicwm -Y exceed;
l i M J M B M Cg IB O A P C A S T  LEV ELS

Summer Oijfmplee: BBC FTA Broadoast Constrainted by Capacity

mAciual BBg and BBCa Games Broadcast Hcurs B) live Games Oonien! Ihused by BBCl or 1
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Olympia ?he S ?  T " ^
the 28 sports In the BeiJinrGarS S T S l t !  ®®C1 and BBC2 of
basis, as In the case of a hlahliahte ki!  ̂ '®' a multi-sports
broadcast for more than twoliours fin totaTth^.'inhi^^^iff *̂ °**°'̂  sports was 
BBC1 and BBC2 combinS The Olympic Games on
programme on BBC 1. ^ “ '̂'̂ '̂800 refers to the nightly highlights

B0ljrn8 2O!ifi-,if»-.t 3. ......... . .
Softl).,:| jO'.'jjj' j
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Gymnastics Rhythmlo 

Fenci 
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~ . .  ̂ , I |i *1 < ii

tl).,i| jO'.'tjj' j .. J  , .j i t

=h.-j i-::-?
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Af̂ NEXS:

. Appendix 3 to the Free to Air Review - Consultation Document lists 
designated as of significant importance in other EEA States under Article 31 
Audiovisual Media Services Directive. In addition to those countries, and aside from the
a r o S e  of other countries, both Inside

n, ’ ^  proportionate regulations governing the broadcast of
events at the Olympic Games. Some illustrations are summarised below.

events
of the

Country

Spain

Portugal

Proportionate Designation of Olympics as an Event of Signlfioont
iMporlanc© ' ^»

Spain decides which events are of significant importance on aper 
Olympics basis. For the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games, the opening 
and closing ceremonies, events in which Spanish teams competed, 
and the finals in athletics, swimming, gymnastics, tennis, basketball 
and handball were designated as being of significant importance.

Portugal decides which events are of significant importance oTTiT^ 
Olympics basis. For the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games, the opening 
and closing ceremonies and all events in which Portuguese athletes 
competed were designated as being of significant Importance.
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