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Further requests from SoS

High .

Thanks very m uch for your various notes on plutality tests, NlSJP and general duties. SoS has looked at 
iJiem  briefly tonight and vye had a discussion during w hich sh e asked for m ore detail: -

iCacxierai Duties

- She w ants to see C lause 3 puUed apart to explain exactly w here and h ow  fhe 'public interest' side of 
th ing is protected.
- Futtnam  is now  asking for a hierachy of duties ordy in  relation to broadcast content. H ow  feasible is
this? Surely ownership rather than content is Puttnam's real point, and content is protected w herever w e 
talk about it - in  term s o f diversity, standards etc? ,
- W hat are the sorts of crunch decisions w hen OFCOM w ill b e  balancing its d ifferent duties? H ow  w ould  
those decisions be affected by any sort of hierachy.

She feels a ll this is neceissary for us to build ihe m ost convincing and detailed  case to p ut to the Lords.

P lurality T est

V Tiat are all fhe possib le options for fhe scope of a plurality test? (ie one fhat exists w ifhout any rules; 
c fhat exists on top of rules for aU mergers; one fhat applies only in  areas w here there are no ow nership. 
rules at all; one fhat applies only w here rules have been  relaxed from the curreid position...)
- In aU of fhese scenaris, list the sorts of mergers fhat w ould be caught (eg  w ill^ o s t  ^ ca l radio deals be 
inspected?)
- H ow  w ou ld  fhe thresholds (ie 25% share of supply or £70m  turnover) affect the m ergers fhat w ill be I ^
caught?
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N N P

- H ow  w ou ld  fhe investm ent elem ent o f fhe system  w ork if w e  dropped ow nership rules? W ould fher 
still be a nom ination and auction process? If not, w here is OFCOM's opportunity to intervene? W ill 
quality and investm ent becom e ITV licence conditions instead?

With apologies, please could you have this stuff ready for tomorrow's box, so we cm discuss it at
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■ arsday's m eeting.
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