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30'^ June, 2008

Y o u  w ill re ca ll the unhappy episode in  2005, w hen yo u  w ere at H M  

Treasury, regard ing  the release o f papers re la tin g  to  B la ck  W ednesday under 

F O I.

M y  o ffic e  w as, at tha t tim e , g iven  a ve ry  c lea r steer tha t Specia l A d v iso rs  

to  the then C hance llo r o f  the E xchequer w ere b rie fin g  the L o b b y  th a t N orm an  

L am on t and I  w ere im ped ing  p u b lica tio n  o f  these docum ents. T h is was -  as 

you  kn o w  -  to ta lly  untrue, and pe rson a lly  dam aging to  bo th  m y s e lf and N orm an 

Lam ont. I  kn o w  th a t you  shared m y concern at th is  fla g ra n t d isregard fo r the 

p roper conduct o f  G overnm ent and to o k  steps, together w ith  the then C abinet 

Secretary, to  ensure i t  was never repeated.

I t  is , the re fo re , w ith  some d ism ay th a t I  w rite  to  you  now , fo llo w in g  a 

s im ila r episode last w eek, in  re la tio n  to  the w ith d ra w a l o f  M r M ugabe ’ s 

H on o ra ry  K n igh th o o d .

L e t m e, in  the firs t instance, express m y thanks fo r yo u r and Peter 

R icke tts ’ o ffice s  ta k in g  the tro u b le  to  c a ll m ine  in  advance o f th is  

announcem ent be ing  made. T h is  courtesy was m uch appreciated.
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A s you  m ay kn o w  -  over the past fe w  m onths th is  m atte r has been 

som ewhat fru s tra tin g  fo r me:

- F irs t, a lthough  m uch press com m ent has been based on the (e n tire ly  fa lse) 

assum ption th a t I, m yse lf, awarded th is  H onou r to  M ugabe, I  have 

resisted e ith e r co rrec tin g  th is  -  o r, indeed, com m enting  on i t  in  any w ay -

Second, fo r a lm ost a year, the C onservative  P arty has been pressing the 

G overnm ent fo r the H onou r to  be w ith d ra w n  and -  understandably -  

sought m y p u b lic  endorsem ent o f  th is  p o s itio n . A lth o u g h , p riv a te ly , I  

was in  fu ll agreem ent w ith  the P a rty ’ s lin e , I  declined  fo r the reason g iven  

above and have rem ained s ile n t th roughou t, despite considerable 

p ro voca tio n  fro m  the m edia. D a v id  Cam eron, o f  course, e n tire ly  

accepted m y p o s itio n

- T h ird , last W ednesday m o rn in g  yo u r o ffic e  a lerted m ine , in  com plete 

confidence, to  the p o s s ib ility  o f  an announcem ent be ing  made. Y o u  and I  

bo th  kn o w  th a t th a t con fidence w o u ld  have been honoured to  the le tte r b y  

bo th  parties. W e w a ite d  fo r w o rd  o f  the announcem ent th ro u gh o u t the 

day.

That is the background.
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In  the ea rly  a fte rnoon  o f last W ednesday, before  any announcem ent had 

been made, A ra b e lla  W a rbu rton  rece ived a ca ll fro m  E dw ard  L le w e lly n  (PP/S 

D a v id  Cam eron, M P ) w ho  reported  th a t D a v id  C am eron’ s Press Secretary had 

ju s t rece ived  a c a ll fro m  A n d re w  P orte r o f  The D a ily  Telegraph, asking i f  it  

w ere true  th a t ( i)  D a v id  C am eron had been “ pressing”  me to  support p u b lic ly  

the C onserva tive  P arty  p o s itio n  on w ith d ra w a l o f  M ugabe ’ s H onou r; ( i i)  I  had 

“ re fused”  to  do so; and (h i)  th is  had led  to  a “ ro w ”  betw een m y s e lf and D a v id  

Cam eron. E dw ard  L le w e lly n  w as, u n su rp ris in g ly , d ism ayed at the lea k in g  o f  a 

p riva te  conversa tion  betw een ou r tw o  o ffice s , and the sp in th a t had been pu t 

upon it.

H o t on the heels o f  A n d re w  P o rte r’ s ca ll came ca lls  fro m  several o ther 

L o b b y  correspondents -  d irected  bo th  to  D a v id  C am eron’ s o ffic e  and m y ow n -  

each o f w hom  seemed to  have been b rie fe d  p e rs o n a lly  b y  a G overnm ent 

spokesm an, w ith  a fu rth e r tw is t to  the ta le. S p e c ifica lly , they w ere be ing  led  to  

be lieve  th a t the reason fo r the P rim e M in is te r’ s p ro cra s tin a tio n  in  th is  m atter 

was due to  m y p riva te  representations th a t the K n ig h th o o d  should n o t be 

w ithd ra w n .

A s you  m ay kn o w , I  issued an im m ed ia te  and unequ ivoca l den ia l o f  th is  

s to ry  v ia  the Press A ssocia tion .

M y  o ffic e  has subsequently learned -  fro m  tw o  e n tire ly  independent 

sources -  the id e n tity  o f  the spokesm an concerned b u t since on th is  occasion  I  

cannot be abso lu te ly  ce rta in , I  w il l re fra in  fro m  nam ing h im . I  daresay, in  any 

event, you  m ig h t be able to  hazard a guess.
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However, this sorry episode raises -  yet again -  the extent to which those 

around Gordon Brown, both as Chancellor and now Prime Minister, are willing 

to lie -  and I do not use that term lightly -  to the media for party political 

advantage. I am certain this is a matter you will wish to address.

As we approach the next General Election -  whenever that may be - 1, 

for one, will not hesitate to correct any untruth that is peddled in order to 

damage either the Conservative Party or m yself Nor will I hesitate to identify 

publicly the source of such mischief

If the public cannot trust those who speak on the Prime Minister’s behalf, 

we are in a very sorry state. It is emphatically not good governance, and does 

profound damage to the nation as a whole, both here at home and overseas.

You may well wish to show this letter to the Prime Minister so that he 

might take the necessary action to ensure this does not happen again.

I am copying this letter to Peter Ricketts.

The Cabinet Secretary
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