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the World when, the suppressed evidence shows, journalists for
whom he was responsible were engaging in hundreds of apparently
illegal acts

« Murdoch executives who, albeit in good faith, have misled a
parliamentary select committee, the Press Complaints Commission
and the public

« The Metropolitan police, who did not alert all those whose phones
were targeted, and the Crown Prosecution Service, which did not
pursue all possible charges against News Group personnel

« The Press Complaints Commission, which claimed to have
conducted an investigation but failed to uncover any evidence of
illegal activity.

Davies says: "Suppressed legal cases are linked to the jailing in
January 2007 of News of the World reporter Clive Goodman for
hacking into the mobile phones of three royal staff, an offence under
the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act. At the time, News
International said it knew of no other journalist who was involved in
hacking phones and that Goodman had been acting without their
knowledge.”

Gordon Taylor declined to make any comment to the Guardian.
Clive Goodman, now out of prison, said: "I'm not going to talk. My
comment is not even no comment'." A spokesman for News
International suggested the case did not exist: "This particular case
means nothing to anyone here, and I've talked to all the people who
would be involved." However, Davies says: "the Information
Commission confirms that it disclosed material for the case, and the
Guardian has pieced together a detailed account of the evidence."
BBC News has followed up the Guardian story on its website here
BBC 1 10 o'clock News also carried report and quoted News
International spokesman saying it was "inappropriate to comment

"

on Guardian story.

POSTED BY JON SLATTERY AT 5:57 PM
LABELS: HACKING, NICK DAVIES

o COMMENTS:

Post a Comment

Newer Post Home Older Post

Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom)

http://jonslattery.blogspot.com/2009/07/nick-davies-sensational-claims-of.html

Jon Slattery: Nick Davies in the Guardian: Sensational claims of use of phone hacking... Page 2ot 3

Nick Davies: More hacking
revelations to come

Andrew Neil: News
International 'terrified’ of
Gua...

Nick Davies in the Guardian:
Sensational claims of...

Who says subs don't matter?

Iran now ‘worst jailer of
journalists'

Ed Curran: 'BBCisa
bogeyman’

Data Act no bar to naming on-
the-run prisoners

MPs told title swaps only
offer 'limited savings' ...

The Michael Jackson story
ranks 'alongside Elvis, ...

Ex-hostage Terry Anderson
returns to Beirut to tea...

PCC: "When to use Facebook
pictures’

New Trinity Mirror cuts in
North East

CPJ: 'Still around 20
journalists held in Iran’

Indy's interactive map on
future of newspapers

Qutrage at detention of
Gambian journalists

NUJ in plea to free Gambian
journalists

Johnston blocks staff using
Facebook

Quotes of the Week

Birmingham Press Club debate

Washington Post scraps greet
and meet dinners

NUJ makes July freelance
month

Newspaper Society: New
Government policy is
threa...

Alfie Patten: Advice from PCC
instead of inquiry

"The end of local journalism is

09/07/2009

MOD100046240




For Distribution to CPs

[ | [SEARCH BLOG| |__FLAG BLOG] Next Blog~

Jon Slattery: Nick Davies in the Guardian: Sensational claims of use of phone hacking... Page 1 of 3

Create Blog | Sign In

JON SLATTERY

A FREELANCE JOURNALIST WRITING FROM LONDON, ENGLAND.

LTI A S R T e

WEDNESDAY, 8 JULY 2009

Nick Davies in the Guardian: Sensational claims
of use of phone hacking by journalists and £1m
in costs and payouts by Murdoch paper

Murdoch papers paid £1m to gag phone
-hacking victims
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Dramatic exclusive by investigative reporter Nick Davies on
guardian.co.uk this evening alleging that Rupert Murdoch's News
Group has paid out more than £1m to settle legal cases that
threatened to reveal evidence of his journalists' repeated
involvement in the use of criminal methods to get stories.

Davies, the author of Flat Earth News, alleges:"The payments
secured secrecy over out-of-court settlements in three cases that
threatened to expase evidence of Murdoch journalists using private
investigators who illegally hacked into the mobile phone messages of
numerous public figures and to gain unlawful access to confidential
personal data including tax records, social security files, bank
statements and itemised phone bills. Cabinet ministers, MPs, actors
and sports stars were all targets of the private investigators.

“Today, the Guardian reveals details of the suppressed evidence
which may open the door to hundreds more legal actions by victims
of News Group, the Murdoch company that publishes the News of
the World and the Sun, as well as provoking police inquiries into
reporters who were involved and the senior executives responsible
for them."

Sensational stuff likely to have wide implications for the British press.
Davies says the evidence also poses difficult questions for:

« Conservative leader David Cameron's director of communications,
Andy Coulson, who was deputy editor and then editor of the News of
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Tabloids face quiz over phone tap claims

MPs are poised to quiz  related videos
newspaper chiefs
following fresh claims UK news bulletin Thursday 07:11
about the use of phone minig
taps. UK news bulletin Wednesday 18:21
2min08
- - ® Tory MP John )
F v Afhittingdale said he UK news bulletin Wednesday 13:41
st would recommend the 1min50

Cmons corhmittee on cuiture, media and sport
committee reopens an inquiry into the issue. e
More on News
He spoke out after The Guardian claimed News Group

Newspapers - part of Rupert Murdoch's News News in pictures

International empire which publishes the News of the Quirky news

World - paid out more than £1 million to settle cases N bl

that threatened to reveal evidence of joumalists ews Dlogs
World news

hacking into telephones.

MPs from all three parties including former Deputy
Prime Minister John Prescott and Cabinet minister
Tessa Jowell were among the targets of the alleged
phone taps, The Guardian said.

It quoted sources saying police officers found evidence

‘of News Group staff using private investigators who

had hacked into 'thousands' of mobile phones.

Mr Whittingdale said: "My view is that this has raised
very serious questions about the evidence given to us.

‘There are a number of questions | would like to put to
News International on the basis of what The Guardian
has reported. It may well be that we decide we wish to
have somebody from News International to appear
before us.'

Mr Prescott said he wanted answers from the police
over the claims they knew his phone was tapped by
private investigators working for journaiists.

The Guardian said Andy Coulson, Conservative leader David Cameron's director of communications, was
deputy editor and then editor of the News of the World when journalists were using the private investigators.

Mr Coulson resigned from the News of the World after royai editor Clive Goodman was jailed far four
months in January 2007 for plotting to hack into telephone messages belonging to royal aides.

The Guardian said one out-of-court settiement paid by News Group, totalling £700,000 in legal costs and
damages, invoived legal action brought by Gordon Taylor, chief executive of the Professional Footballers
Association.

In the Goodman trial, Mr Taylor was revealed as one of the public figures whose phone messages were
illegally intercepted by private investigator Glenn Mulcaire.

Mr Coulson said: This story relates to an alleged payment made after | left the News of the Worid two and
half years ago. | have no knowledge whatsoever of any settiement with Gordon Taylor.

‘The Mulcaire case was investigated thoroughly by the police and by the Press Complaints Commission.
took full responsibility at the time for what happened on my watch but without my knowledge and resigned.'

Former Cabinet minister Geoff Hoon said: 'It is hard to see how in these circumstances Andy Coulson can
continue as David Cameron's communications chief while such a cloud hangs over his reputation. David
Cameron must make clear what action he intends to take on this matter.'
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Tabloids face quiz over hack
claims
Pubtished: Thursday, § July 2009, 7.06AM
MPs are poised o quiz r paper chiefs following

M fresh claims about the use of phone taps.

Tory MP .Iohn Whltmgdale said he would recommend the Commons commiltee
on culture, media and sport commiitee reopens an inquiry into the issue.

He spoke out after The Guardian claimed News Group Newspapers - part of
Rupert Murdach's News internationaf empire which publishes the News of the
World - paid out more than £1 million to settie cases that threatened to reveal
evidence of joumalists hacking into telephones.

MPs from alf three parties including former Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott
and Cabinet minister Tessa Jowell were among the targets of the alleged phone
taps, The Guardian said.

it quoted sources saying police officers found evidence of News Group stait
using private investigators who had hacked into "thousands” of mobile phones.

Mr Whittingdale said: "My view is that this has raised very serious questions
about the evidence given to us.

“There are a number of questions | wouid like to put to News international on the
basis of what The Guardian has reported. it may well be that we decide we wish
to have somebody from News intemational to appear before us.”

Mr Prescott said he wanted answers from the police over the claims they knew
his phone was tapped by private investigators working for joumnalists.

The Guardian said Andy Couison, Conservative leader David Cameron's
director of communications, was deputy editor and then editor of the News of
the Worid when joumnalists were using the private investigators.

Mr Coulson resigned from the News of the Worid after royal editor Clive
Gaoodman was jailed for four months in January 2007 for plotfing to hack into

telephone messages belonging to royal aides.

) The Guardian said one out-of-court setttement paid by News Group, totalling
e . £700,000 in iegal costs and damages, invoived iagal action brought by Gordon
. ) Taylor, chief executive of the Professional Footballers Association.

In the Goodman trial, Mr Taylor was revealed as one of the public figures whose
phone messages were illegally intercepted by private investigator Glenn
Mulcaire.

Mr Coulson said: "This story refates to an alleged payment made after | ieft the
News of the World two and half years ago. | have no knowledge whatsoever of
any settiement with Gordon Taylor.

“The Mulcaire case was investigated thoroughly by the police and by the Press
Complaints Commission. | took full responsibility at the time for what happened
on my watch but without my knowiedge and resigned.”

Former Cabinet minister Geoff Hoon said: "}t is hard to see how in these
circumstances Andy Coulson can continue as David Cameron's communications
chief while such a cioud hangs over his reputation. David Cameron must make
clear what action he intends to take on this matter.”
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Murdoch group pays £1m over 'phone hacks' - Channel 4 News Page 2 of 2

not any other journalist knew - if this was the case it does beg the question why only Clive Goodman
was prosecuted.

"lllegally intercepting private communications is against the law and one woulid have expected
prosecutions to follow... I have not seen any other evidence that any other journalist knew but what
we have seen is apparently a very large payment being made by News International and certainly I
would want to ask why that was the case.

"The committee will want to discuss [the allegations] very urgently - if we decide there are further
questions to ask then we would summon back witnesses and ask those questions.”

In response to whether he was concerned by Andy Coulson’s appointment as communications officer
for the Conservative party Mr Whittingdale said:

"Andy Coulson gave his absolute assurance that he had no knowledge as editor.

“He did step down but he did say because he took responsibility as the editor - as far as I am aware it
remains that he did have no knowledge and therefore we accept that."

Mare on this story

Channel 4 News

e Prescott calls for Andy Coulson to go
e Interview: John Whittingdale
e Tory PR role for ex-editor Coulson

Channel 4 is not responsible for the content of external websites.
Channet™4 © 2009. Channel 4 is not responsible for the content of external websites.
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Murdoch group pays £1m over 'phone hacks' - Channel 4 News Page 1 of 2

Channel 4 News

Murdoch group pays £1m over '‘phone hacks'’

Updated on 08 July 2009
8y Channel 4 News

The Guardian is reporting that two to three thousand public figures had their phones
hacked into by the News of the World. Secret out of court settlements have so far reached

a£im,

The Guardian newspaper is reporting tonight that two to three thousand people - politicians, actors,
footballers and more - had their phones illegally hacked into by the News of the World.

Secret out of court settlements have so far reached a million pounds.

Tonight John Prescott, one of those whose phone they say was hacked into, tells us he's outraged the
palice have taken no action.

He's also called for the News of the World editor at the time, Andy Coulson, to be sacked from his
present post as David Cameron's communications chief.

News International has always said it has no knowledge of phone hacking by anyone acting on its
behalf. We have asked the News of the World for a statement, but haven't yet received one. We've
also asked the Metropolitan Police for a comment. They've not yet replied.

Prescott calls for Andy Coulson to go

John Prescott's mobile phone was reported to have been one of those hacked into, Jon Snow spoke to
him on the phone from Cumbria and asked him if the police or anyone else had told him his phone

had been tapped?
He said:

"Absolutely not. I find it staggering that there could be a list known to the police of people known to
have their phone tapped, I am named as one of them, for such a criminal act not to be reported to
me and not for action to be taken against he people who've done it reflects very badly upon the
police and I want to know their answer.

"I'm not surprised that News International are into this. I think Andy Coulson was editor at the time
in the News of the World and moved on from the job while the reporter went to jail. And in that case

they admitted to tapping phones. "

I find it absolutely staggering that Andy Couison can go to be the communication officer for the Tory
party ... surely Andy Colson can not be the man who's been supervising over all this activity as the
editor in charge of the paper and still stay in that job. "

"I hope Mr Cameron will clear him out."”
Whittingdale: "We will want to discuss the allegations urgently"”

John Whittingdale, chairman of the Commons culture select committee, told Jon Snow that he was
concerned by the allegations and that the committee would want to "ask News International about

the payments”.

"My committee put out an enquiry immediately after it was revealed that Clive Goodman had been
using an investigator to break the law...but we were given an absolute assurance by News
International, by the chairman of the company, that no other journalist at News of the World had any
knowledge.

“The fact that other people had their phones tapped I think was known...the question is whether or

http://www.channel4.com/news/articles/arts_entertainment/media/murdoch+group+pa... 09/07/2009
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"We were given an absolute assurance when we carried out an inquiry Police calf over phane tap claims

that oniy one journalist on News of the World had any knowledge of
interceptions - Clive Goodman,"” he said.

Study pinpoints UK wind hotspots

B8ank may pump more cash into UK

Two years ago, Goodman, the News of the World's royal reporter, was

jailed after pleading guilty to hacking into the phone messages of royal Most popular now, in detail

staff. A private investigator was also jailed and Mr Coulson resigned
but he dented being aware of what was going on.

The Guardian now says it has evidence of repeated involvement by the
group‘s journalists in illegal activity, which could open the way for
police inquiries and legal action by the victims.

A Met Police spokesman said an investigation had been carried out into
the alleged unlawful interception of telephone calls.

"Two people were charged and subsequently convicted and jailed. We
are not prepared to comment further,” he said.
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News of the World 'bugging’ claim
The publisher of the News of A
the World paid £1m in court
costs after its journalists were
accused of Involvement in
phone tapping, it has been
claimed.

NEWS.=

The Guardian says three cases
were settled out of court after
journalists allegedly hired private

investigators who obtained the
information illegatly.

Thousands of poiiticians and celebrities
were altegedly targeted

It claims News Group paid £700,000 in damages and costs to the head
of the professional footbaliers® association.

News International toid the paper the case "means nothing to anyone
here”,

A spokesman said: *This particular case means nothing to anyone
here, and I've taiked to all the people who wauld be involved." The
BBC has yet to receive a response from News International.

Mobile phones

The Guardian claims up to 3,000 high-profile figures were targeted
including model Elle Macpherson, former deputy prime minister John
Prescott and the publicist Max Clifford.

The News of the World editor at the time, Andy Coulson, said: "This

story relates to an alleged payment made after I left the News of the
World two and a haif years ago. I have no knowiedge whatsoever of
any settlement with Gordon Taylor.”

Mr Coulson, now the Conservative
Party communications director,
declined to comment further.

6 A lot of the stories in the
paper were coming from
information that was highly
private
A spokeswoman for David Cameron 5y

said the Conservative leader was

*very relaxed" about the story. Johtn Prescott

“The ramping up of this story is ridiculous - this is about a payment
made well after Andy (Cauison) left the News of the World,” she said.

The Guardian says evidence alleging journalists used investigators to
hack into the mobile phone messages and voicemalls of numerous
public figures was presented in High Court proceedings.

It claims the Iinvestigators went in search of information such as bank
statements and tax records.

Mr Prescott told the BBC he had not been told his phone may have
been tapped.

"I had no evidence of this though frankly, a lat of the stories in the
paper were coming from information that was highly private,” he said.
"It's quite staggering reatly."

Police investigation

Former Labour home secretary Charies Clarke said the allegations
were "sensational”.

"If they are true, the behaviour of News International and some of its
senior executives Is disappointing, immoral and prabably illegal,” he
said.

John Whittingdale, Conservative chairman of the Commons culture
committee, said it would consider the atleged revelations tomorrow.

"I have to say I'm extremely surprised if it is the case that a payment
of a million pounds has been made by News Internationai to people
who allegediy have had their phones intercepted by an investigator,*
he said.
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said: "This particular case means nothing to anyone here, and I've
talked to ali the people who would be involved." The BBC has vet to
receive a response from News [nternational.

John Whittingdale, Conservative chairman of the Commons culture
committee, said it would consider the alleged revelations when it
meets on Thursday.

"1 have to say I'm extremely surprised if it is the case that a payment
of a million pounds has been made by News International to people
who aliegedly have had their phones intercepted by an investigator,”
he said.

The Guardian alleges up to 3,000 high-profile figures were targeted

including London Mayer Boris Johnson and former culture secretary
Tessa Jowell.
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Police call over phone ta
John Prescott is to contact
police over claims private
investigators allegedly working
for News of the World
reporters intercepted his
mobile phone messages.

p claims

The Guardian alleges News Group
Newspapers paid £1m in out-of-
court seitlements after its
journalists were accused of
involvement in phone tapping

John Prescott says the tapping claims
are "staggering”

It claims the Professional Footballers' Assaciation's head received
£700,000.

The paper alleges the former deputy prime minister and thousands of
public figures were targeted.

A Commons select committee has said it will investigate the ciaims.

Mr Prescott told the BBC he would
be contacting the police to ask if his
phone had indeed been tapped,
why was he not informed and why
was no action taken.

We were given an absolute
assurance when we carried out an
inquiry that only one journalist on
the News of the World had any
knowledge of interceptions

bb

"1 had no evidence of this, though
frankly a lot of the stories in the
paper were coming from information that was highly private," he said.
*[t's quite staggering really.”

John Whittingdzie MP

And writing in his blog, he questioned the role of the News of the
World editor at the time, Andy Coulson, who now works as director of
commuanications for Conservative party leader David Cameron.

*This really does call Cameron's judgement into guestion in hiring
Coulson,” wrote Mr Prescott. “The question Cameron must answer is
'do you back him or sack him?™

Mr Coulson resigned when the phone-tapping aliegations first surfaced
in 2006 check but denied being aware of what was going on.

He said: "This story relates to an alleged payment made after 1 left the
News of the World two and a half years ago. I have no knowledge
whatsoever of any settlement with Gordon Taylor."

A spokeswoman for David Cameron said the Conservative leader was
"very relaxed" about the story.

"The ramping up of this story Is ridiculous - this is about a payment
made well after Andy (Coulson) left the News of the World," she said.

The allegations stem from a court case involving the News of the
World's royal editor Clive Goodman, who was jailed two years ago for
tapping into the voicemall messages of royal staff.

A private investigator - Glenn Mulcaire - was also jailed in January
2007,

‘No knowledge*

The court heard how he had hacked into the phones of well-known
names, inciuding supermeodel Elle Macpherson, publicist Max Clifford
and the Professional Footballers' Association's Gordon Taylor.

The Guardian says News Group Newspapers, the Rupert Murdach
company which publishes the Sun and the News of the Worid, has
secretly paid more than a million pounds in out-of-court settlements in
three similar cases.

According to the paper, £700,000 of that was paid to Mr Taylor, who
sued on the basis that News Group must have known about the phone
taps.

A spokesman for News Group's parent company, News [nternational,
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News of the World phone-hacking saga:
how the story unfolded

Background fo the revelations that the News of the World paid
£1m to silence phone-tapping victim

James Robinson
guardian.co.uk, Wednesday 8 Jul y 2009 17.30 BST

August 2006

Anti-terror police arrest the News of the World royal editor, Clive Goodman, on
suspicion of illegally intercepting phone calls. Glenn Mulcaire, 35, a former footballer
turned private detective, is also arrested.

Scotland Yard had previously been contacted by members of the royal household who
suspected their mobile phones had been hacked into. A series of stories in the paper
seemed to be based on voicemails left on their phones. Goodman is suspended a few
days later.

November 2006

Goodman admits conspiracy to intercept phone calls made by staff at St James's palace
"without lawful authority” between November 2005 and August 2006 at the Old Bailey.
Mulcaire pleads guilty to the same offence, and to further charges of intercepting phone
calls made by other well-known figures, including Simon Hughes MP and model Elle
Macpherson. The News of the World editor, Andy Coulson, apologises to the Prince of
Wales and says: "I have put in place measures to ensure that they will not be repeated by
any member of my staff.

January 2007

Clive Goodman is sentenced to four months in jail. Mulcaire receives six months. The
judge, Mr Justice Gross, describes Goodman and Mulcaire's behaviour as "low conduct,
reprehensible in the extreme”. Coulson resigns immediately saying he took "ultimate
responsibility”. Les Hinton, the chairman of the paper's parent company, News
International, says: "I understand Andy's logic and accept his resignation with great
sadness.”

March 2007

Hinton tells MPs conducting an inquiry into the self-regulation of the press that
Goodman acted alone. He defends phone-tapping, arguing that it can be in the public
interest.

May 2007

The Press Complaints Commission concludes its investigation into the affair, finding
there was no evidence that News of the World executives knew about his behaviour.
Coulson was not asked to give evidence. His successor Colin Myler told the PPC that he
had improved internal controls at the paper.

June 2007

David Cameron appoints Coulson as the Conservative party's director of
communications and planning, a newly-created post. He starts the job the following
month,

December 2007
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Hinton is made chief executive of Wall Street Journal owner Dow Jones by Rupert
Murdoch and moves to New York.

+ To contact the MediaGuardian news desk email editor@mediaguardian.co.uk or phone
020 3353 3857. For all other inquiries please call the main Guardian switchboard on
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Andy Coulson: ex-editor who took

'ultimate responsibility’
Andy Coulson resigned as News of the World editor, but quickly
resurfaced as Tory director of communications

James Robinson
guardian. co.uk, Wednesday 8 Jul y 2009 17.45 BST

Andy Coulson. Photograpl: Martin Argles

Few people have bounced back from a potentially career-ending scandal as rapidly as
Andy Coulson, the Conservative Party's director of communications and planning. He
resigned as News of the World editor, a job he held for three-and-a-half years, in
January 2007 after the paper's royal editor, Clive Goodman, was jailed; Coulson
accepted "ultimate responsibility”. In June, be was chosen to become the Tories'
director of communications, taking up his new post a month later.

Even some Conservative MPs thought David Cameron had acted with undue haste by
appointing Coulson so soon after his humiliating resignation, but the Tory leader was
eager to recruit a heavyweight who would overhaul the party's media operation. Sources
close to the Tory leader said at the time: "It was felt the pluses outweighed the minuses.”

' Goodman's conviction ended Coulson's glittering career at News International, and

' almost certainly scuppered a plan to make him Rebekah Wade's successor as Sun editor
when she finally stood down. Wade and Coulson had been Wapping's golden pair for
more than a decade, groomed for executive positions from an early age.

‘When Goodman was arrested in August 2006 it seemed that Coulson might survive the
affair, partly because the News of the World had enjoyed a run of scoops since his
appointment as editor in 2003. It had ended the leadership ambitions of Liberal
Democrat MP Mark Oaten by revealing a gay affair, a typical NoW scoop, and published
further revelations beyond its traditional showbiz heartland, including evidence that
British troops had abused Iragi prisoners.

‘When Goodman was sentenced to four months in Belmarsh, however, Coulson fell on
his sword, describing the conduct of his reporter as "entirely wrong". In his only public
statement about the affair he added: "I deeply regret that they happened on my watch. I
also feel strongly that when the News of the World calls those in public life to account on
behalf of its readers, it must have its own house in order.”

Coulson has not spoken about Goodman since, offering a curt "no comment” on the rare
occasions he is asked about it. Cameron, eriticised by his own backbenchers for
employing a disgraced tabloid hack on a large salary, has backed his version of events. "I
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am satisfied that Andy Coulson was not aware that a journalist at the News of the World
was engaged in this practice,” he said shortly after Coulson's appointment. "But he did
the right thing, took responsibility and resigned.” Coulson's boss at the time, Les
Hinton, told a Commons Select Committee inquiry in March 2007 that he believed
"absolutely that Andy did not have knowledge of what was going on".

By agreeing to bow out, Coulson made it easier for his bosses at the News of the World's
parent company, News International, to deflect further criticism about the affair.

His departure effectively stymied further enquiries about how much News International
executives knew about Goodman'’s activities, and how many other journalists might
have been employing similar techniques.

The Press Complaints Commission, the industry body that regulates newspapers, had
planned to interview Coulson during an investigation into the affair, part of a wider
probe into phone-hacking on Fleet Street, but dropped that request after Coulson
stepped down.

Coulson's friends said at the time of his departure that he had "taken a bullet” for
Murdoch and most expected him to return to newspapers. Despite his highly paid job
working for Cameron, and the likelihood of a Conservative election victory next year, he
is still mooted as a possible successor to Wade at the Sun now that she is about to be
promoted to a management job at News International.

After leaving school, Coulson joined the Basildon Echo in 1986 at the age of 18, coming
to the Sun as a showbiz reporter two years later. He worked under Piers Morgan, who
would also go on to edit the News of the World, closely following Morgan's career path
by becoming editor of The Sun's influential showbiz gossip column, Bizarre, in 1994.
Until his resignation, he had spent most of his adult life working at News International,
apart from a brief stint at the Daily Mail, and had told colleagues that Wapping, where
the company is based, was his "spiritual home".

Coulson has proved invaluable to Cameron, however, and not only because he knows
how the tabloid press operates. He has instilled discipline into the Tories' dealings with
broadcasters and the press, vetoing media appearances by shadow cabinet members.

His instincts and upbringing could not be more different from the privileged
backgrounds of many members of Cameron's inner cabal, and the Tory leader is
believed to relish the contrast. Coulson leant heavily on his lobby team at the News of
the World, and does not claim to be a deep political thinker.

He has been credited with encouraging some tougher Tory talk over issues like
immigration and law and order, however, helping him cement his place in Cameron's
inner circle alongside the party's director of strategy, Steve Hilton, and the shadow
chancellor, George Osborne.

Early expectations that Coulson might help Cameron to win over Murdach, who has
publicly questioned his credentials as a future prime minister, may have been
misplaced. Nor has he so far managed to persuade other Tory-supporting papers,
including the Daily Mail and the Telegraph titles, to endorse the Conservative leader as
wholeheartedly as he would have liked. But there is little doubt that, should the
Conservatives win the next election, a job in No 10 awaits Coulson should he want it.
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Rebekah Wade: Rising star who left for

Sun before Goodman scandal
Rebekah Wade made her name at the News of the World, but had
feft for top job at the Sun before incidents in Goodman case

James Robinson
guardian. co.uk, Wednesday 8 July 2009 18.26 BST

Rebekah Wade. Photograph: Yui Mok/PA

Rebekah Wade made her name at the News of the World, the paper she joined as a
researcher in 1989, rising rapidly through the ranks to become its editor in 2000. Later
this year she is to become chief executive of News International.

Born in Warrington, Cheshire, in 1968, she became one of the youngest ever national
newspaper editors when she was handed the top job at the News of the World days
before her 32nd birthday after serving a two-year apprenticeship at its sister title the
Sun, where she was deputy editor.

‘Wade made headlines as News of the World editor, launching a high-profile campaign
to introduce "Sarah's Law”", named after Sarah Payne, the child who was murdered the
year Wade took up the post. It aimed to change the law to give parents the right to know
if sex offenders were living in their area. That backfired after several suspected
,. . paedophiles were attacked by angry mobs, and was condemned by some senior police
) offers, but Wade remained unrepentant. Under her editorship, the News of the World
circulation averaged around 3.5m, less than the 4m it sold during its 1980s heyday, but
sales held up at a time when the circulation of many of its rivals were falling sharply.

She was made editor of the Sun, Murdoch's most influential paper, in 2003, and was not
caught by the fall-out from the Clive Goodman affair because the crimes for which he
was convicted were coramitted after she had left the News of the World.

Along with Andy Coulson, who succeeded her at the Sunday paper, Wade was identified
as a potential executive early in her career, finally achieving a long-held ambition to
break into Rupert Murdoch's cadre of key corporate lieutenants last month. It was
announced in June that Wade will become chief executive of News International,
publisher of the Times, Sunday Times, News of the World and the Sun, in September.
The promotion from editor to businesswoman confirms her status as one of Murdoch's
favoured UK executives.

Her six-year editorship of the Sun has been characterised by some major scoops,
including publishing the findings of the Hutton report into the death of David Kelly
before it was made public, but there have been some slipups along the way. Soon after
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she took the editor's chair, Wade ran a front-page story about ex-boxer Frank Bruno
after he was sectioned under the Mental Health Act under the headline “Bonkers Bruno
Locked Up”. She subsequently donated money to Sane, the mental health charity.

Like most News International executives, she rarely gives interviews. Her public
appearances have not always gone smoothly.

In 2003 Wade told a House of Commons select committee that the Sun had paid police
offers for information, a statement that prompted News International to issue a hasty
clarification emphasising that the practice was highly unusual. In a letter to the same
MPs, she also wrote that: "The days of foot-in-the-door harassment and snatched photos
are gone” — an attempt to improve the paper’s image in the eyes of politicians.

Wade has ventured into the spotlight more regularly recently as James Murdoch,
appointed by his father to take run his UK newspapers in 2007, prepared to relinquish
some of his powers to her.

At another parliamentary grilling, this time at the hands of the House of Lords media
committee in January 2008, she was more self-assured, teasing the Bishop of
Manchester after he criticised Page 3. "If you wanted to meet [page 3 girl]} Keeley you
only had to ask”, she told him. .

In January, Wade delivered her first public speech to an audience of media executives,
attacking a High Court decision to award Max Mosley damages for invasion.of privacy
following the News of the World's revelation he had taken part in orgies: She also
criticised rival papers, including the Guardian, for failing to support its fight to prevent
the introduction of a privacy law by the backdoor, a familiar News International
complaint.

Wade has been called "the most charming tabloid operator of all time" but her personal
life has been as colourful as the lives of the celebrities her paper covers. In 2005 she was
arrested following an argument with actor Ross Kemp, her then husband, at the home
the couple shared. No charges were ever laid.

She married partner Charlie Brooks, a racehorse trainer, last month, at St Bride's church
on London's Fleet Street, and threw a huge party in the Cotswolds attended by some of
the biggest names in showbiz, the media and politics. Guests included David Cameron,
Gordon and Sarah Brown, Blur bassist Alex James, Guy Ritchie and, of course, Rupert
Murdoch. The guest list was testament to the power she wields at the Sun. Her influence
is likely to grow stronger when she is installed as News International chief executive in
September.
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Les Hinton: Murdoch consigliere who
smoothed waters after Goodman case

Former News International chairman Les Hinfon was key in
drawing a line under News of the World phone-hacking

James Robinson
guardian. co.uk, Wednesday 8 Jul y 2009 17.30 BST

Les Hinton. Photograph: Eamonn McCabe

Debonair and unflappable, former journalist Les Hinton served as Rupert Murdoch's
consigliere for over a decade, smoothing the ruffled feathers of the rich and powerful
whenever they were on the receiving end of stories published in News International's
stable of titles. The former News International chairman now carries out a similar role
as CEO of Dow Jones, which Murdoch bought in July 2007, an acquisition that gave him
control of the Wall Street Journal.

Murdoch turned to Hinton to assuage concerns in the US over his ownership of the
paper and convince senior journalists, along with the business community it serves, that
he would not push through radical changes at a title that is widely revered in the States.

He persuaded the 65-year-old Hinton to return to the US, where he made his career
. working on Murdoch titles, in December 2007. Hinton was asked to reprise the
J  ambassadorial role he carried out at Wapping, when he acted as a conduit between
Murdoch and the political elite.

It was Hinton, a former Sun journalist who has worked for Murdoch for nearly 50 years,
who dealt with the fallout following the arrest of former News of the World royal editor
Clive Goodman in August 2006, successfully drawing a line under the incident by
insisting phone-tapping was not widespread at the News of the World, and that senior
executives had no knowledge of the practice.

Giving evidence to the House of Commons culture select committee in March 2007, two
months after Goodman was jailed, he told MPs: "I believe that Clive Goodman was the
only person who knew what was going on.”

Hinton steered News International through several investigations that could have had
serious consequences for the company, including a Press Complaints Commission
inquiry into phone-tapping on Fleet Street and the culture committee's inquiry into self-
regulation of the press.

Goodman broke the Press Complaints Commission's code of conduct, which includes
strict rules on protecting privacy. Since 2004, it has stated that: “The press must not
seek to obtain or publish material acquired ... by intercepting private or mobile
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telephone calls, messages or emails” except where there is a public interest.

Hinton was chairman of the PCC code committee, which enforces the code of conduct,
but after Goodman was jailed, he persuaded the PCC not to impose further sanctions.

Perhaps most importantly, he secured the resignation of Andy Coulson, then News of
the World editor, accepting his decision to step down with: "deep sadness” and calling
him a "newspaperman of great talent”. By resigning, Coulson avoided being questioned
by the PCC, which began its investigation into phone-tapping shortly afterwards, and
News International was spared further embarrassment.

In his appearance before the Commons media select committee in the wake of the
Goodman scandal, Hinton warned that genuine investigations should not be caught in
the fallout from the Goodman affair. "Placing too great an inhibition on people setting
out to explore what are considered genuine issues of public concern is a dangerous thing
to do," he told MPs.

To replace Coulson, Hinton turned to his old friend Colin Myler, with whom he had
worked at the Sun in the 1970s, calling him back from America, where he had been
editing Murdoch's tabloid New York Post. With a new regime in place at the News of the
World, the Goodman episode began to fade from memory.

Hinton's handling of the affair provided another example of his ability to deal with a
potentially damaging scandal with the minimum of fuss.

Hinton was born in Bootle, the son of a soldier. His family moved to Australia when he
was 15 and he landed a job on the Adelaide News, then run by a 28-year-old Rupert
Murdoch. Six years later, he landed a job on the Sun, but it was in America that Hinton
made his reputation, during a 20-year stint working in newspapers, magazines and
television. He became an American citizen in the 8os.

Hinton returned to the UK in 1995 to become chairman of News International and
carried out the diplomatic duties associated with the role with relish. In March 2007, he
announced a self-imposed ban on paparazzi images of Prince William and Kate
Middleton in all of his group's publications, including the Sun, after Middleton
complained to the PCC about harassment. That typified his ability to take a long-term
view, striking compromises with establishment figures when it served News
International's corporate interests and protected its public image. The fact that he has
since been sent to America to reassure those who still regard Murdoch with suspicion,
and fear he could "dumb down" the Journal, illustrates how highly the media mogul
regards him, It is little wonder one former colleague describes him as "Murdoch's

special envoy on earth”.

Hinton announced his engagement to Kath Raymond, a former aide to Gordon Brown,
earlier this year.
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Stuart Kuttner: Managing editor who
was News of the World's public face

The News of the World's long-serving managing editor, Stuart
Kutiner, was the paper's public defender during controversies

James Robinson
guardian. co.uk, Wednesday 8 July 2009 20.21 BST

Stuart Kuttner, managing editor of the News of the World for 22 years Photograph:
Fiona Hanson/PA

Stuart Kuttner, the News of the World's managing editor for 22 years, resigned on
Friday before the Guardian revelations. No reason was given for his departure, but News
International said he would continue to work on "specialised projects”, including its
Sarzh's Law campaign. Kuttner has played a leading role in the paper's drive to change
the law so parents can be told when registered sex offenders move into their area.

A former deputy editor of the paper who was previously news editor at the London
Evening Standard, it usually fell to Kuttner to defend the paper when it courted
controversy.

His only comment following the arrest of former royal report Clive Goodman in 2006

’ was when he told BBC Radio 4's Today programame in February 2008 that only one

}  News of the World journalist had been involved in illegal phone hacking: "It happened

once at the News of the World. The reporter was fired; he went to prison. The editor

resigned.”

As managing editor, Kuttner was in charge of the paper's finances. The paper conceded

that Mulcaire was on its payroll, receiving £100,000 a year, but claimed that was for

carrying out unrelated, and legitimate, investigative work.

Kuttner's role as the public face of the News of the World became more important at the
start of the decade when successive editors, Rebekah Wade and her replacement Andy
Coulson, seemed wary of talking to the media.

When Wade's "Sarah's Law" campaign whipped up public hysteria in several towns and
cities, prompting some Portsmouth residents to burn the homes of suspected
paedophiles, it was Kuttner who faced the cameras.

That is a role he had become accustomed to. When the paper had some explaining to do,
Kuttner was invariably asked to carry out that task. He visited Soham in 2002, following
the disappearance of Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman, to defend the paper's decision
to offer a reward of £150,000 in conjunction with the Sun for information that could
lead to their safe return. He also appeared on the BBC's Breakfast with Frost,
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responding to criticism of the reward and saying the man leading the investigation into
the girls' disappearance, detective-superintendent David Hankins, had welcomed it.

Kuttner had also been an influential presence behind the scenes, When Gordon Brown
and Tony Blair gave their first joint newspaper interview for over 10 years to the paper
in April 2005, Kuttner's byline was on the story, along with that of Ian Kirby, the paper’s
long-serving political editor. Following his departure, the News of the World's current
editor Colin Myler paid tribute to Kuttner, saying: "His DNA is absolutely integrated
into the newspaper which he has represented across the media with vigour.” Kuttner
and a colleague were also named "team of the year” at the British Press Awards in 2002
for their work on the Sarah's Law campaign. Clive Goodman walked away with a gong
for best royal editor the same evening.
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guardian.co.uk
David Cameron urged to sack Tory spin
doctor Andy Coulson

« Calls for Andy Coulson fo be fired after new details emerge of
phone-hacking by the News of the World while he was its editor
» John Prescott says he will contact police over claims phone
messages were intercepted

Caroline Davies and Robert Booth
The Guardian, Thursday 9 July 2009

director of communications Andy Coulson after the Guardian revealed fresh details
about phone-hacking by the News of the World, the tabloid paper the spin doctor used
to edit.

Prescott, the former deputy prime minister, said he had no idea his phone was targeted
in the spring of 2006, and demanded an explanation from police about why no action
appeared to have been taken.

*The timing is interesting. Spring, 2006, that was when there was this bloody business
of an affair,” he said, referring to his relationship with his secretary Tracey Temple. "All
the women in my office were phoned by the press, and they all had their private mobile
numbers. My office was absolutely shocked as to how the press got every one of their
private numbers. They were all being asked questions about me. It was all connected to
that. The whole thing is deplorable.”

He added: "I must say after all the fuss about [Damian] MeBride, I think Mr Cameron
should be thinking of getting rid of Coulson. McBride was bad enough as it was, now
really, just ask Mr Cameron whether he's got the courage to get rid of Coulson, or,
certainly to make sure if he was to come in to No 10 he didn't have access to privileged
information. To my mind, it is unacceptable that this man goes into the Tory party
office. The Murdoch press called for the sacking of McBride, and I actually agreed with
it. But I wonder if we will hear them demand Cameron get rid of Coulson.”

Prescott said he would ask the police if they were “"aware that I'd been phone hacked,
and why did they not take action? And why was I not informed so that I knew what was
going on. So I shall be writing to the police and asking if is this true, and what actions
did you take?

"I am bound to say, they didn't take any action over McBride, or any action over the ...
material given to the Telegraph. They are very political over who they chose to take
action over".

Former Cabinet minister Geoff Hoon, also weighed in on the issue, concurring with
Prescott's views.

"It is hard to see how in these circumstances Andy Coulson can continue as David
Cameron's communications chief while such a cloud hangs over his reputation.
"David Cameron must make clear what action he intends to take on this matter.”

A spokeswoman for David Cameron said last night that the Tory leader was "very
relaxed about the story".

Liberal Democrat home affairs spokesman Chris Huhne also drew parallels with the
Damian McBride case.
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At the very least Andy Coulson was responsible for a newspaper that was out of control
and at worst he was personally implicated,” he said.

“Either way, a future prime minister cannot have someone who is involved in these sort
of underhand tactics. The exact parallel is with Damian McBride.

“If it is more than a thousand (phone taps) it seems most unlikely to me to have been
just one journalist. There needs to be a full investigation.”

Simon Hughes, the Lib Dem energy spokesman whose mobile phone messages were
hacked into in 2006, said yesterday the court settlement by News Group Newspapers
was proof the illegal practice is "always corporate responsibility as well as individual
responsibility”.

He said he had been left feeling "angry and frustrated” by the intrusion into his personal
affairs which came shortly after he had outed himself as a homosexual. "The settlement
suggests the company clearly accepts, informally, responsibility for the actions," he said.

Hughes said he planned to consult his lawyer over what action he may take. He also
warned the £400,000 damages settlement to Gordon Taylor could leave News Group
open to more civil actions by individuals who may have become victims of intrusions
into their personal data.

"There is a question as to whether this newspaper group or any other newspaper group
is liable to other actions," he said. "The lesson is that they shouldn't presume that this is
something that will only be deait with in criminal courts, but it will also be dealt with in
civil courts.”

He also said the Metropolitan police could face requests from other people who believe
their personal data was obtained by the newspaper group and its agents. Hughes said
parliament is likely to scrutinise the payouts and consider whether UK privacy law is
sufficient in “the new data centred age”.

"It is very easy for individuals to break into, buy their way into, data on the rest of us,
ordinary citizens, well-known and not well-known, and it is very difficult for the
ordinary citizen to get any come back. If you are rich and you take legal action and be
willing to risk the costs of legal action, that is one thing, but it doesn't apply to most of
the people in this country.”
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Ex-Murdoch editor Andrew Neil: News
of the World revelations one of most
significant media stories of our time

Former Sunday Times editor says tabloid did not have a public
interest defence and Andy Coulson has questions {0 answer

Vikram Dodd
guardian co.uk, Thursday 9 July 2009 o1.15 BST

Les Hinton, Rupert Murdoch, Andy Coulson and Rebekah Wade at a 8t Bride's service
in 2005 to mark the departure of the last news organisation from Fleet Street.
Photograph: Graerme Robertson/Getty Images

One of Rupert Murdoch's former leading editors said last night the Guardian's

revelations of the News of the World's phone hacking represented one of the "most
significant media stories of modern times”.

Andrew Neil, who edited the Sunday Times, said the News of the World did not have a
public interest defence for its practices, exposed by the Guardian.

Neil said: "1 think it is one of the most significant media stories of modern times. It
suggests that rather than being a one off journalist or rogue private investigator, it was
systemic throughout the News of the World, and to a lesser extent the Sun.

“Particularly in the News of the World, this was a newsroom out of control ... Everyone
who knows the News of the World, everybody knows this was going on. But it did no
good to talk about it. One News of the World journalist said to me ... it was dangerous to
talk about it.”

Neil was one of Murdoch's closest aides for over a decade. He edited the Sunday Times
from 1983-94, then became chairman of Sky Television from 1988-90, and was
entrusted by the media tycoon to be the executive editor of Fox Television News in 1994.

Neil said he saw no public interest in the methods used against any of the politicians or
celebrities targeted by the Murdoch owned newspapers: “It is illegal. That doesn’'t mean
it should never be done, you may have a public interest defence. But that's not the case
in any of this, it was a fishing expedition; let's listen to who we can. It was corrupt.”

*If you imagine there was sormething of real major importance, you could have a public
interest defence. But breaking into Gwyneth Paltrow's voicemail after she's just had a
baby is not in the public interest. I'm at a loss to lmow what the public interest might
be."

http://www. guardién.co.uk/media/2009/juVO9/andrew—nei1—murdcch—andy-coulson
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He also said the police had to explain why they failed to tell top politicians that their
phones had been hacked into.

Neil said the story raised serious questions for Scotland Yard, top prosecutors and for
judges: "It's not just a media story, it raises serious questions about the police.

"The police learn that the deputy prime minister has had his mobile phone
compromised and they don't tell him. I just don't understand that.

“The police investigation unearthed evidence of clear wrongdoing and the Crown
Prosecution Service does nothing."

He added: "The court is faced with evidence of conspiracy and systemic illegal actions
and agrees to seal the evidence. All that is completely wrong, I just don't understand it."

Speaking earlier, on the BBC's Newsnight programme: "This is our criminal justice
system in the dock.”

Neil also said News International may face legal action from those who were victims of
the phone hacking, a so called class action: "News International could face a class action
by people who want to mount a class action to unseal those documents. There could be
the most almighty class action, you're talking about multimillion pound losses. That gets
scary. v

"If this was in the US, shares in News International would collapse tonight.”

Neil said that former News of the World editor Andy Coulson, now director of
communcations at the Conservative party, had questions to answer: "If a journalist
comes to you with a great story, one of the first questions you ask is how did you get it.
How you got it is relevant to judging its accuracy and preparing yourself for any legal
challenge.

"If this behaviour was systemic in the newsroom, why would you not know about it, why
would you of all people, not know about it? Either you're incompetent or complicit.”

Asked if Murdoch himself knew of the practice, Neil, formerly one of his closest
lieutenants, said: "That we will never know."
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BLOG

Did Coulson know about the hacking
after all? And if not, why not?

1t is amazing, but it is not surprising. From the moment the Goodman story broke in
August 2006, journalists were saying that hacking was endemic within the News of the
World (and in some other tabloids too).

But the NoW was always more likely than other papers to have been found out because -
according to commenters to this blog and to emailers who contacted me in confidence -
information obtained by phone hackers was routinely available within the newsroom.
Several reporters used it as a matter of course.

After all, in a paper where stings and the use of agents provocateurs are regarded as
legitimate forms of journalism, hacking was no big deal.

Now Nick Davies has produced facts to back up the allegations. And, in so doing, he

has raised two rather large questions that were asked at the time and never successfully
answered.

Did the then NoW editor, Andy Coulson, know how his reporters were obtaining their
information? Why did the Press Complaints Commission not pursue a proper
inquiry into the whole affair when it was a live issue? '

Those two questions are linked, of course, because it was the timely resignation of
Coulson that provided the PCC with a sufficient reason/excuse (you decide) to abort any
possible investigation.

Now we must contemplate yet another question. When Coulson was appointed to be the
ecommunications chief for Tory leader David Cameron I assumed that he had been
vetted to ensure that there would be no return to the voicemail hacking saga. It was, I
thought, all done and dusted.

So what will Cameron and his Conservative party advisers do about Coulson in the light
of this new revelation? Let's bend over backwards for a moment and concede that an
editor might have known nothing about the activities of one of his senior reporters.

Let's bend a little more and concede that he might not have realised what a single
freelance "investigator”, Glenn Mulcaire, was doing in return for fees of £100,000 in
the course of a year.

But we would break our backs if we bent any further by trying to imagine that an editor
was entirely ignorant of a process used widely by journalists that was designed to obtain
exclusive stories.

If he did not know, as he has previously maintained, then he is guilty of poor editorship.
In my years on popular papers - as an editor and a senior executive on the Daily
Mirror, The Sun and the Daily Star - it was inconceivable that any journalist could
have produced an exclusive story without revealing its provenance.

It was the first question an executive asked of a reporter? How did you get it? And when
the executive, be it news editor, feamres editor, assistant editor, whoever, presented that
story at a conference, any editor worth his/her salt would ask the same.
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Again, it's possible, if improbable, that a senior executive (or a cabal of senior
executives) kept Coulson, and his predecessor, Rebekah Wade, in the dark. And it's
similarly possible that Coulson and Wade did not wish to shed light on how their
reporters went about their task. Better not to know.

However, I cannot imagine that previous editors of the News of the World, whom I knew
well, would have wished to remain in total ignorance of how stories arrived. Not
Bernard Shrimsley, not Ken Donlan, not David Montgomery, not Wendy
Henry, not even Piers Morgan.

The irony about Wade, of course, is that she was a victim of the voicemail hacking
berself. Mulcaire admitted unlawfully intercepting messages on her mobile phone.

So what should happen now? Well, I guess the culture, media and sport select
committee might like to ask the NoW's executives - including former News Int chief Les
Hinton - to return to the Commons and explain themselves. Fat chance of that
happening.

The MPs might also ask Coulson to sit before them and explain himself, though he
cannot be compelled to do so. Anyway, it sounds unlikely.

1 suppose the PCC could hold a belated inquiry. That should prove an interesting test for
the new chairman, Baroness Buscombe. But I wouldn't hold my breath.

Perhaps News International's other Wapping papers — The Times, the Sunday Times
and The Sun - could carry leading articles calling on the News of the World to come
clean, echoing their persistent demands for transparency at Westminster.

Meanwhile, the climate of suspicion now hangs over both Coulson and Wade, and it will
continue to do so if they say nothing. Are their employers going to be happy about that?
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As the former editor of the Sun's gossip column Bizarre, former employees said it was
unlikely that Coulson would not be well-versed in most investigative methods.
Another former reporter said the culture in the newsroom was that "no questions are
asked" in regard to methods of obtaining information. They added that Coulson must
have been aware of the systemic use of private investigators by his staff. "It's hard to
imagine that he wouldn't have been aware of that — he was a reporter too."

“...A current journalist said phone hacking was no longer widespread: "There were a
Jfew bad apples who have screwed the paper really badly,"” they said. Another said there
was a siege atmosphere at the paper following this week's revelations. "It is like you feel
under fire and it is not a very nice place to be," the journalist said. "We give people a
hard time, so it's probably fun for people to see us getting a hard time. If you don't want
to work for a controversial newspaper then don't work here."

On 11 July the Guardian published the following article by Wensley Clark, a former
tabloid journalist:

Confessions of a tabloid hack

On Thursday morning, I got a phone call from an ex-cop I know who now calls himself a
security consultant. He'd just read the Guardian, and was not in a good mood. "That's
half my salary down the tubes, then," he said. This ex-cop, like several others I know,
specialises in illegal hacking and other "assignments" that often end up splashed across
the tabloids.

What we are hearing about this week is only the tip of the iceberg. So far there have been
Jjust two fall guys: the News of the World's former royal reporter Clive Goodman and his
private eye sidekick, Glenn Mulcaire, both of whom were jailed in 2007. But the tabloids
- primarily, but not only, the News of the World - have been involved in illegal
surveillance operations for years.

I should know: I've worked in and around the tabloids since I was 20 years old - starting
out as a staff news reporter for the Sunday Mirror and, later, for the Mail on Sunday, and
as a freelance reporter for all the other red-top titles. And I confess that I've been
involved in my fair share of illicit snooping in the past.

It all seemed relatively innocent once. When I started out, in the late 70s, we used to pay
the odd £50 for a tame police officer to check a car registration number. We didn't think
anything of it, though it was of course illegal to bribe a friendly copper to gather
material to snoop into people's private lives. But this wasn't the main source of big
stories. Back then, circulations were buoyant and the sort of money being spent on
exclusives was often higher than it is today. We'd think nothing of signing up a kiss'n'tell
with a footballer's secret lover for 40 or 50 grand.
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But by the early 1980s, the competition between the tabloids had become so intense that
we were encouraged to do just about anything to secure an exclusive. When a Wiltshire
police officer came to the Sunday Mirror with surveillance logs that seemed to show that
Prince Charles was using the royal train to meet his then secret girlfriend Lady Diana
Spencer for "love trysts" we happily paid the man, and got our money's worth when the
subsequent story caused a storm of controversy. These were the so-called "mad" years of
the tabloids in the 80s and 90s - when the red tops all had similar circulations to one
another, and the competition was intense (I can recall many times turning up at the house
of someone I needed to interview only to find another paper had beaten me to it; a
doorstep auction would then ensue). At that time a lot of undercover surveillance was
paid for. Tabloid journalists talked about it quite openly. Many editors either sanctioned
what was happening or ignored it because the big stories were all that counted. The
attitude was: "What you don't ask about, you won't find out about."

The culture in any tabloid newsroom is to make the story work at whatever cost. The
pressure on the news editors and, in turn, their reporters has always been immense - I've
never forgotten the time I witnessed a stand-up fight between a news editor and one of his
reporters after the reporter refused to make up a quote to embellish a story - but since the
80s it has got steadily more intense.

As a reporter, we used every tool at our disposal. On one highly risky tabloid escapade in
the 80s I used an electronics surveillance expert to bug Richard Burton's hotel room to
see if he was having an affair with his leading lady. We ended up overhearing him
arguing with his daughter about her allowance, and learned what type of whisky he
preferred, but we never stood up the affair. For every story that got in the paper, there
were three like this that never made it.

And when a former inmate of Cookham Wood women's prison, in Kent, claimed that a
chef at the jail was running a vice racket that used women inmates as prostitutes, |
mounted a two-month surveillance job that involved bugging every room in a house and
taking secret photos of assignations between the informant and the chef. Much of that job
was spent hiding in an airless, blacked-out van round the corner, while monitoring
everything from the ex-inmate's hoovering to her sex life. I was completely driven - over-
focused on getting the story and giving little thought to any collateral damage.

By the 1990s, the News of the World's ever-rising circulation began to pull away from its
Sunday paper rivals. Their huge editorial budget enabled it to out-bid the others for the
biggest, most salacious stories. And they certainly had the most money to spend on
private investigators.

Camillagate starring Prince Charles and Camilla Parker Bowles is the most classic
example of the phone-tapping which began to gain favour in newsrooms. The tabloids got
away with that one, which only fuelled their enthusiasm for this new source of stories.
Increasingly, private investigators were used to do their dirty work, providing a
"distance"” between the journalists and the overtly illegal activities they were
commissioning. By the new millennium the so-called art of tabloid reporting, which had
always been reliant on underhand methods to some degree, was turning a lot darker.
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Sometimes, this illegally obtained surveillance data is used by the tabloids indirectly. The
"target" is told that the paper has loads of dirt that is undeniable, and is then offered a
relatively soft option: spill the beans on what they've got up to in the past, and the paper
will drop the current scandal. It's a form of blackmail, really, and it's very effective:
everyone goes home a winner. One celebrity with a sugar-and-spice reputation recently
managed to "negotiate" their way out of a drugs exposé by reworking the story as an
interview in which they "revealed” their life-long struggle with addiction. Their
reputation seems to have been unharmed in the process.

Many celebrities co-operate with the tabloids when it suits them, so I find it hard to be
sympathetic with them. One of the great ironies of this week's revelations is that PR king
Max Clifford is among those who have allegedly had their phones tapped. Yet during the
1990s, Clifford brilliantly played the tabloids off against each other and so helped his
clients rake in hundreds of thousands of pounds every year by selling their stories to the
best payer in Fleet Street: often the News of the World.

But what about the ordinary citizens whose lives have been invaded by private eyes using
surveillance techniques that are supposed to be employed against criminals and
terrorists, not law-abiding members of the public? I know of at least two families
connected to TV reality show contestants whose phones have been tapped and emails
intercepted by private eyes working on behalf of the tabloids.

In fact, this kind of news-gathering is now so ingrained in the tabloid culture that, most
days, if you took out all the illicitly gathered stories the tabloids would end up with more
blank spaces than an MP's expenses statement.

There is also an extraordinary "crossover” aspect to the business which allows it to
Sflourish. A lot of the private eyes employed by the tabloids are former police officers who
retain links to old colleagues in the force. I have even heard of some tabloid journalists
who go on to become private investigators. Not only that, but many of the private
investigators are also regularly commissioned by big businesses in the City. Some even
work as consultants for government agencies, including the security services.

This is great for the private eye: lots of work, and one assignment may even cross-
fertilise another. One of the tabloids’ biggest stories of recent years was about a
politician's sexual habits, which had first been leaked by the security services to a private
investigator with links to the tabloids. He then carried out his own surveillance operation
to gather further concrete evidence before presenting the story to a tabloid, which duly
published every sordid detail, knowing full well the story had been "copper-bottomed” by
undeniable subterfuge.

Many billionaire business people use the very same dodgy characters to check out their
business rivals and other individuals they are interested in. I personally know of one
global tycoon who had his own prospective son-in-law's email and phone records
checked out by a private investigator, who uncovered that the "target" had at one time
been a drug dealer. The tycoon tried to persuade his daughter to call off the wedding but
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she refused and they remain happily married to this day, although the target did agree to
sign a prenuptial agreement.

So, it's a spider's web of subterfuge which extends far beyond the offices of News
International in Wapping, east London, to the City and even into government. If Fleet
Street is increasingly dependent on surveillance, so too is wider society.

Of course, today's sophisticated computer technology makes it much easier to delve even
further inside people's lives. In fact, the tabloids are finding it increasingly hard to dig up
any really juicy stories without using private investigators. It's a bit like DCI Gene Hunt
in Life on Mars admitting: "I had to take a bribe when I first started working as a copper
otherwise none of the other bastards would have talked to me." They're all at it.

And they're all dependent on it for another reason too. Until recently, reporters were sent
out on stories at the drop of a hat. These days, even at Rupert Murdoch's News
International, there is a tendency not to speculate on stories so much, which means fewer
trips out of the office. If you've got access to a shady character who can tap into people's
emails and phones then you tend to leave it all to them.

The legal profession must also take its fair share of the blame. Lawyers chase potential
libels so ferociously these days that newspaper editors are obsessed with having
everything copper-bottomed. This means hard evidence like secret surveillance material
has become a form of "back up" and a vital part of any major tabloid story, even if it
cannot be officially and openly referred to.

All this can be hard to prove. Private investigators rarely put their name to anything and
are often paid through a myriad of companies to avoid any direct link to the story they
have helped expose through illegal surveillance activities. There is even a code of honour
between the private investigators and their tabloid paymasters. Massive fees are paid out
on condition the shady snoopers never "grass up"” their employers. It's not dissimilar
from being a professional criminal who would never inform on his associates and would
prefer to serve his time and come out to a welcome home party from his underworld
bosses.

Today, the rest of Fleet Street is watching this story unfold with great interest. Murdoch's
tabloids appear to have flagrantly defied all the so-called rules and regulations for many
years, thanks in part to their immense wealth but also due to their obsession with
exclusive stories. Murdoch's circulations have been the envy of Fleet Street for many
years but the cold, hard truth is that in order to get the best stories and the highest
readership they have had to employ the most underhand tactics.

To a tabloid hack, paying out Gordon Taylor £700k and then making him sign a gagging
order sounds like a good bit of business for both sides. Murdoch's News International
manages to sweep all this stuff under the carpet and Taylor gets a shed-load of money for
a story that never damaged him because it didn't even get in the tabloids in the first
place.
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Now, instead of journalists knocking on the doors bf News Group's alleged "victims",

expect ambulance-chasing lawyers to take their place. It's a circle of greed and deceit
that just goes around and around and around.

* Wensley Clarkson is the author of Dog Eat Dog: Confessions of a Tabloid Journalist
(Fourth Estate)
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Murdoch
reporters
accused
of phone
hacking

By Ben Fenton,
Chief Medla Correspondent

Journalists working for
News Group Newspapers,
owned by Rupert Murdoch’s
News Corp, paid for private
investigators to conduct
multiple illegal “hacks” on
mobile telephones, it was
alleged last night.

The incidents, investi-
gated by the Metropolitan
police, ended -in at least
three civil actions by well-
known personalities whose
privacy was violated, which
lawyers for News Group
settled for sums running
into hundreds of thousands
of pounds, The Guardian
newspaper claimed.

The people involved in
the suits, including Gordon
Taylor, leader of the Profes-
sional Footballers’ Associa-
tion, signed agreements
that allowed News Group to
prevent evidence of the ille-
gal activities gathered by
the police seeing the light
of day, the paper said.

The alleged incidents
took place while Andy Coul-
son, now the director of
communications for David
Cameron, the leader of the
Conservative party, was the
editor of the News of the
World. But a person close to
Mr Cameron said the Tory
leader was “relaxed” about
the claims because the cen-
tral allegation involved a
payment made after Mr
Coulson left the newspaper.

1266850190 - ADAKAF - 26372289

Mr Coulson resigned from of other reporters and edito-
the editorship of the News rial executives being
of the World in 2007 after involved with Mr Mulcaire’s
one of his reporters, Clive illegal activities.
Goodman, and a private
investigator, Glenn Mul-
caire, were jailed for hack-
ing into the mobiles of
three members of staff of
the royal family. He subse-
quently said he had no
knowledge of Mr Good-
man’s activities.

Mr Coulson said last
night: “This story relates to
an alleged payment made
after I left the News of the
World two-and-a-half years
ago. I have no knowledge
whatsoever of any settle-
ment with Gordon Taylor.

“The Mulcaire case was
investigated thoroughly by
the police and by the Press
Complaints Commission. I
took full responsibility at
the time for what happened
on my watch but without
my knowledge and
resigned.”

Mr Murdoch said he was
not aware of any payments
made to settle legal cases in
which the company’s
reporters might have been
involved in criminal activ-
ity. “If that had happened, [
would know about it.”

At the time, News Inter-
national, parent of News
Group, said the incident
was isolated and that no
other reporters had been
involved. But The Guardian
alleged the police investiga-
tion had turned up evidence
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Cameron aide in phone hacking row

» Ex-Ministers call for Tory
director of communications
to be sacked after allegations

By Lewis Smith

 DAVID CAMERON was last night fac-
/ing calls for his director of compmuni-

cations to be sacked amid a row over
telephone hacking.

Thedemands followed aseries of al-
legations about journalists af News In-
ternational, which includes the News
of the World, being involved in telephone
hacking It has been alleged that News
Group Newspapers, part of News In-
ternational, paid cut more than £lmto
settle legal claims which threatened to
reveal journalists’ mvolvement in hack-
ing into phones.

Andy Coulson, now the Conservative
leader’s communications chief, was
deputy editor and then editor of the
News of the World during the period
hacking was daimed to have taken place,

John Prescott, the former Pritne Min-

ister, last night called for Mr Cameron
tosack Mr Coulson, saying: “I hope Mr
Cameron will clear him out,” he said.
Private investigators are alleged to
) have carried out the phone hacking for

' }ourzmhsi:s Cabinet ruinisters inclad-

ing Mr Preseott and Tessa Jowell, the
former culture secrefary, were saidto
beamong thosetargeted, as were MPs
from all three main political parties.

Mr Prescott, responding to claims
that the poice knewhis phone hadbeen
monitored, was appaled that none of
the officers had bothered to inform him.

“find it stagpering that there could
be z list known to the police of people
who had their phone tapped,” he told
Channel 4 News. “For such a criminal
actnottobereportedto me... reflects
very badly on the police. T want to know
their answer”

Geoff Hoon, the former transport
secretary, joined the calls for Mr Coul-
son to go. “It is hard to see how Andy
Coulson can continue as David
Cameron’s communications chief,” he
said. “Mr Cameron must make clear
what action he intends to take”

126848652 - ADAKAF ~ 28370720

Similarly, theformerhome secretary
Charles Clarke said the allegations of
“phone ing” were “sensational” and
thatif rue i would mean the behaviour
of some senior executives was “disap-
pointing immoral and probably illegal”,

Hedemanded the ¥ group
publish a full list of everyone who had
been targeted and said: “Mr Cameron
now has to make his contribution to
cleaning up public life by sacking his
media adviser Andy Coulson who is
closely implicated in this utterly unac-
ceptable hehaviour”

In 2007 Clive Goodman, the royal
editor at the News of the World, was
jadled for plotting to hack intotelephone
messages belonging toroyal aides. Dur-
ing the hearing it was revealed that a
mumber of public figures had telephone
messages illegally intercepted by Glenn
Mulcaire, a private investigator.

It has been alleged by The Guordion
that Gordoen Taylor, the chief executive
of the Professional Foothallers Asso-
ciation, recsived 2 £700,000 settlement
from News Group Newspapers.

But Mr Coulson, whoresigned when
Mr Goodman was jailed, said yester-
day that he was unaware of a settle-
ment with Mr Taylor. He added: “The
Mulcaire case was investigated thor-
oughly by the police and by the Press
Complaints Commission, Ttook full re-
sponsibiiity at the time for what hap-
pened on my watch but without my
knowledge and resigned.”

Two other settlements amounting
to £300,000 are alleged to have been
agreed with other claimants.

After the trial News International
executives maintained to apariamen-

tary select committee and the Press
Commission that Mr Good-

man was the only journalist involved
and that he acted without their knowl-
edge. Yesterday, however, there were
allegationsthat a number of journalists
may have been involved with hacking.
John Whitfingdale, the Conservative

Pack Page 2 of 2

ehairman of the Commons Culture Se-
lect Committiee, said it would consider
the allegedmvelationsmday“‘f 4 con-
cerned. We were given an absolute as-
surance by News International, by the
chairman of the company, that noother
Jjournalist at the News of the World had
any knowledge, and that an inquiry had
beenmade, and it was solely Clive Good-
man who had beeninvolved”

A spokesworman for News Interna-
tional said last night: “News Interna-
tional feels it is inappropriate to com-
ment at this thme”

My Whittingdale added that the al-
legations “raised very serious ques-
tions” and he hoped to reopen a Par-

iia.mentary inquiry.

The former Newsofﬂte Worldeditor
Aswly Coulson denies the allegations
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People on the move
Paymentshield board replaces GEO and
appoints sales and marketing director

PROTECTION |
Paymentshield, the provider of
.wrtgage-relatedgeneral
msurance products, has miade
)umberafsenmr
managementmmdmng&m
position the business for
growth in the nextthree to five
‘years. Paymentshield under
Stumrt Ponder, the chief
executive up to now, has
experienced significant growth
in the last five years. The board
pow believes that in erder to
guistin this level of growth it
must look towards a broader
product set and extend its UK
distribution footprint to
complement its core market of

focnsmgon the broader three
wﬁve-yearmateytbrthe
-and the development

f the distribution model for

ymnmhwﬁmm
who has been chief executive of
CCV it the last three years, has
chief executive of
Paymientshield. Aady Haistead,
formerly chief executive of
Erinaceous Insurance Services,
has been named as sales and
marketing divector of
Paymentshield.

fdam Phlilips has been
appointed chairman of the
Financial Services Consmmer
Panel. He has béen vice
chairman of the panel since
2005 and acting chairman
since last December. Mr
Phillips said: "At a time when
financisl services regulation is
under the spotlight, [ am
taking on the leadership of the

Produced by Durrants under licence from the NLA [newspapers], CLA {magazines] or other copyright owner. No further copying (including
printing of digitat cuttings), digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the copyright owner.
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in its:vital role
of constmcﬁvely challenging
the FS4 on its regulatory
policies” Mr Phillips has

Commission and the Couneil
of ESOMAR, the world

is in market research, and be
candards commith

ombudsman for the Financial
Ombudsman Service, is to step
down after 10 years in the post.
Under his terure as chief
ombudsmarn, the Fos has
handled more than £5m
comsumer enguiries and
between consumers and
Merricks said: “It has been a
privilege to lead this
organisation and its excellent
people - but it is now time for
me o niove” Mr Merricks is
planning to leave Fos in the
automn and is 1o become the
first chairman of the Office of
the Health Professions
adiudicator.

| PEMSIONS |

Rowanmoor Pensions has
appointed Bebert Graves as
head of techinical services. Mr
Graves will now have overall
responsibility for techirieal
services within the business.
He joined Rowanmoor
Peasions in February last year
as product development
manager and has been
oversesing the development of
new products, indudine

Pack Page 2 of 22

Rowaninoor Pensioris’ self-
invested personal pension in
May. Mr Graves i dlso

chairman of the Association of
Mamhau..ﬁuwﬁml Prasrericon

andxsmvoivedm

I . ]
during riine years he helped
build the corporate finance and
venture capital businesses.
Edge manages over £50m in
its VCT and EIS fonds. Until
was a director in Ingenious
Ventures, that company’s
private equity and VCT
business. He was also a :
member of the investment
team managing the Aim-listed
private equity fund, Ingendous
Media Active Capital and 2
member of the investment
committee of the Ingenious
VCIk. Prior to joining
Ingenious in early 2000, he
was 2 corporate tax specialist
atid corporate Snancier with
Arthur Andersen for 10 years.

JO Hambro Capital
Management has named Andy
Staat 25 chief executive of the
group’s private client business,
which in tirme will be

joinsfrom JO Hambro
Investigent Mandgement,
where he was chief executive,
and biings with him mote than
15 yrears of experienice in the
private client investment
manggement indistry.

LV= Assét Management has
national sccounts manager of
its sales teamn. With more than
Mr Brown brifigs a wealth of
experience from across the
mdustzy Hej joms fmm F&C

was sales director in its
strategic partners team,
working with a range of
networks and service providers
as well as life companies.

Han Heming, an assoriate of
investment managers JM Finn
& Co, has been elected
pmdentaftherkshxre
branch of the Securities &
Investment Institate. Mr
Flemiug, 53, joinied JM: Finn &
Corin Janudry 2003 and has
morethan 25 years of
investuient management
experience. Regionally, Mr
Flemifig has spent 21 years
living and working in
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3. PCC GENERAL

ge thist are having. dra-
unpact o1t thc media,

£ ] SoE president Nigel

Deicgate fees are be;
at or bélow previeu
and discoums wxﬂ ‘

Pickaver: ’Gur nain
focus will be on fighting
back to récovery”

oy and the internet. St =
e spotlighted the websize at www,seaetyofeéxmrs couk 2
ovation. &emonstmtcd by eadi- low the links.

Pack Page 21 of 22 Article Page 1 of 1

MOD100046276



For Distribution to CPs

——

Sunday Express Dunblane controversy - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia Page 1 of 2

Sunday Express Dunblane controversy

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The Sunday Express Dunblane controversy began on Sunday 8th March 2009, when the Scottish
edition of the Sunday Express newspaper published a front page article, "Anniversary Shame of
Dunblane Survivors"[!, critical of survivors of the Dunblane massacre, by then aged 18 and 19, for
posting "shocking blogs and photographs of themselves on the Internet". The “shocking” content,
read from the survivors’ social networking pages, with Bebo being mentioned in the article, included
colloquial language and some swearing, mentions of sex and alcohol and joking references to a
confrontation (interpreted as the tabloid as a “boast” about “getting in fights™) and to being a
“Scottish terrorist” in London. The article received a great deal of negative attention given the
tenuous grounds for making the attacks. Survivors and members of the public complained to the UK

Press Complaints Commission.[21B314]

The offending news article was removed from the Daily Express web site, but despite this has
continued to provoke strong reactions, particularly among the blogging community.[S] An online

"y petition was drawn up asking for a front-page apology from the paper, as well as disciplinary action

against the journalist and editor responsible; by the 30th March when it closed, it had attracted
11,186 signatures.w]

Criticism has also attached itself to Elizabeth Smith, a Member of Scottish Parliament, who was
quoted in the article as describing the contents of some blogs as "in bad taste", a comment that was
implied by the article to apply to those of the Dunblane survivors. She has since claimed that her
comments were quoted out of context, and were directed at teenage bloggers in general — a claim

disputed by the Scottish Sunday Express editor Derek Lambie.[”]

Apology

On the 22nd March, the Scottish Sunday Express printed an apology, stating that: "Our front-page
story about the teenage survivors of the Dunblane massacre and their use of social networking
websites has caused terrible offence, not only in that town, but across Scotland and around the world.
Where possible, we have spoken to the families involved and given them a heartfelt apology. Today

we apologise to you, our loyal readers." (8] [9] [10]
The organisers of the online petition criticised the apology as "inadequate", stating that it "dodges the

issue of what was wrong with the original article, fails to provide a satisfactory explanation for how
this piece happened, holds nobody to account for its publication and offers no reassurance that this

won't happen again". (1

Press Complaints Commission

On 22nd June 2009, the Press Complaints Commision issued an adjudication stating "... the breach
of the Code was so serious that no apology could remedy it." [1]
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"Publication represented a serious error of judgement on the part of the newspaper.”
‘New guidance’

It added: "Aithough the editor had taken steps to resolve the complaint, and rightly
published an apology, the breach of the code was so serious that no apology could remedy

it."

The watchdog also urged journalists to be wary when reproducing images and information
from networking sites like Facebook and issued new guidance.

It said it can be acceptable to publish such information, but only when a person might
expect media scrutiny or has come to public attention through their own actions.

The PCC said privacy settings can provide protection, and journalists who get round them
must justify their actions in the public interest.

E-mail this to a friend

Related to this story:
Dunblane inquiry demands rejected (22 Mar 06 | Scotland )
Dunblane is remembered in private (13 Mar 06 | Scotland )
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PCC criticises Dunblane article

The Press Complaints Commission (PCC]) has
criticised the Scottish Sunday Express for intruding
into the private lives of Dunblane massacre survivors.

In March, the paper published an article claiming that
some of those who lived through the 1996 shooting had
shamed the memory of those who died.

it used photos and details from social networking sites to
claim they boasted about sex, fights and drinking.

The PCC ruled that was a "fundamental failure" to respect private lives.

Sixteen children and their teacher were killed when gunman Thomas Hamilton went into
Dunblane Primary School on 13 March, 1996, and opened fire. He then shot himself.

The parents of the boys involved in the Sunday Express story complained that the
newspaper was wrong to identify their children as Dunblane survivors and publish
information about their private lives.

/ "Publication represented a serious error of judgement on the part of the newspaper”

PCC ruling
A petition against the paper's actions was signed by 11,000 people.

The newspaper later published an apology about the tone of the article, but claimed that the
identities of the survivors had been published before and that the pictures and information
were found on publicly-accessible websites.

However the PCC ruled: "The images appeared to have been taken out of context and
presented in a way that was designed to humiliate or embarrass them.

"Even if the images were available freely online, the way they were used - when there was
no particular reason for the boys to be in the news - represented a fundamental failure to
respect their private lives.
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integrity and ethies. Hisrole-at

president, Mr Fleming served
on the SII Cominittee in
various roles culminating in
his miost recent position of vice

president As Yorkshire branch

president of the SII, Mr
Fleming’s role will be to lead
the region’s SII membership
, oy, direoting its

‘programme of pontinning

professioial developmient
activities and promoting the
511 values of professionalism,
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and many others are owed an apology as
well as an explanation. So are less well-
known individuals who have attracted
the NoW’s interest.

‘Those members of the govern-
ment who have supported the state’s
acquisition of so much personal data
and have now been subjected to the
NoW’s hacking operation may think that
privacy laws that guarantee the commu-
nications of innocent individuals from
unscrupulous corporations, as well as
the state, are long o6verdue. '

Henry Porter blogs at guardian.co.uk/
comumentisfree/henryporter
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Press and privacy

Secret spies

The world is waking up to the extent to which
modern technologies can destroy privacy. Any
citizen with a mobile phone, car or computer
is open to surveillance by a broad range of
agencies. Newspapers have taken the lead in
fighting against state intrusions into privacy -
resisting ID cards, databases and the mindless
spread of CCTV. Editors inveigh against Google
and its potential to intrude into our lives.
More hidden is the way some of the same
newspapers have systematically priedinto the
lives of people in rather repellent ways. It has
emerged that one of Rupert Murdoch’s news
organisations in the UK has quietly paid out
huge sums to settle three cases, thereby sup-
pressing details which threatened toexposeits
involvement in the use of criminal methods to
get stories. In feturn for a secrecy agreement,
they paid damages of £400,000 or moretoone
victim - dwarfing the previousrecord £60,000

breach of privacy payment to the Formula One
boss Max Mosley. The total paid in damages
and costs tops £1m.

Most of the work was subcontracted to pri-
vateinvestigators. A senior Metropolitan police
officerclaimed to have evidencethat thousands
of people in public life had had their phones
hacked by agents working on behalf of papers.
The victims included MPs, cabinet ministers,
minor celebritiesand sportsmen. The Scotland
Yard files mirror parallel evidence compiled by
theinformation commissioner, who uncovered
thousands of examples of activity which was
“certainly or very probably” illegal.

That detailed evidence has never been
requestedor seen by the Press Complaints Com-
mission, nor by the Commons media commit-

1266830453 - ADAKAF - 25360431

tee, currently investigating press regulation.
Bothbodieshave hithertobeencontent with the
reassurances of News International executives,

who claimed that Clive Goodman - the Newsof
the World reporter jailed for hacking into royal
phones - was a rogue operator. The PCC never
called evidence from the newspaper’seditorat
the time, Andy Coulson, who isnowworkingas
David Cameron’s director of communications,
nor demanded to see paperwork or invoices.
Both the PCCand thecommittee look incurious
if not plain gullible. It is awkward for Mr Cam-
eronto have athissideamanwho, inaprevious
life, was responsible for journalists who were
breaching the privacy of MPs.

TheMurdoch organisationisa powerful one,
with tentacles into many areas of public and
political life. Individuals working for one of its
UK companies have demonstrated their abil-
ity to jettison civilised standards of behaviour
to attack targets. These allegations should be
examined in daylight, not dealt withby means
of secret cash payments.
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1. NEWS OF THE WORLD:
PHONE TAPPING CLAIMS

-~ Revealed: Murdoch's £1m
~ bill for hiding dirty tricks

’ @® Tory PR chief

under fire over
tabloid hacking

@ Politicians

and celebrities

amnong victims
Nick Davies

Rupert Murdoch’s News Group newspa-
pers has paid out more than £im to settle
legal cases that threatened to reveal evi-
denceof his journalists’ repeated involve-
ment in theuseof criminal methodstoget
stories.

Thepaymentssecured secrecy overout-
of-court settlements in three cases that
threatenedto exposeevidenceof Murdoch
journalistsusing privateinvestigatorswho
illegally hacked into the mobile phone
messages of numerous public figuresand
to gain unlawful access to confidential
personal data including tax records, social
security files, bank statements and item-
ised phone bills. Cabinet ministers, MPs,
actors and sports stars were all targets of
the private investigators.

Today, the Guardian reveals details of
thesuppressed evidence which may open
the door to hundreds more legal actions

company that publishes the News of the

World and the Sun, as well as provok-
ing police inquiries into reporters who
were involved and the senior executives
responsible for them, The evidence also
poses difficult questions for:

@ Conservative leader David Cameron’s
director of communications, Andy Coul-
son, who was deputy editorand then edi-
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tor of the News of the World when, the
suppressed evidence shows, journalists
forwhom he was responsible were engag-
ing in hundreds of apparently illegal acts
® Murdochexecutiveswho, albeit ingood
faith, have misled a parliamentary select
committee, the Press Complaints Com-
mission and the public

® The Metropolitan police, who did not
alert all those whose phones were tar-
geted, and the Crown Prosecution Service,
which did not pursue all possible charges
against News Group personnel

® The Press Complaints Commission,

which claimed to have conducted an

investigation but failed to uncover any
evidence of illegal activity.

The suppressed legal cases are linked

to the jailing in January 2007 of News of

.the World reporter Clive Goodman for

royal staff, an offence under the Reguila-
tion of Investigatory Powers Act. At the
time, News International said it knew of
no other journalist who was involved in
hacking phones and that Goodman had
been acting without their knowledge.
However, one senior source at the Met
told the Guardian that during the Good-

Pack Page 4 of 22

hacking into the mobile phones of three

man inquiry, officers had found evidence
of News Group staff using private inves-
tigators who hacked into “thousands”
of mobile phones. Another source with
direct knowledge of the police findings
put the figure at “two or three thousand”,
mobiles. They suggest that MPs from
all three parties and cabinet ministers,
including former deputy prime minister
John Prescott and former culture secre-
tary Tessa Jowell, were among thetargets.
NewsInternationalhas alwaysmaintained
that it has no knowledge of phone hacking
by anybody acting on its behalf.

A private investigator who had been
working for News Group, Glenn Mulcaire,
was also jailed in January 2007. He admit-
ted hacking into the phones of five other
targets, including Gordon Taylor, chief

..executive of the Professional Football- |
ers’ Association. Among those phoneshe |
hacked into were the Lib Dem MP Simon

Hughes, celebrity PR SR
Magx Clifford, model Elle
MacPherson and football
agent Sky Andrew. News Group denied
all knowledge of the hacking, but Taylor

Continued on pag
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Nick Davies on how the
News of the World was
involved in illegal activity,
from intercepting phone
messages to buying
confidential personal data

When the high court last sumimer
ordered the News of the World to pay
damages to Max Mosley for secretly
filming him with prostitutes, the paper
was furious. In an angry leader column,
it insisted that public figures must main-
tain standards. “It is not for the pow-
erful and the influential to run to the
courts to gag newspapers from publish-
ing stories that are TRUE,” it said. “This
is all about the public’s right to know.”

Even as those words were being pub-
lished, lawvers and senior executives
from News International’s subsidiary
News Group were preparing to run to
court to gag Gordon Taylor, the chief
executive of the Professional Football-
ers’ Association, who was suing the
News of the World for its undisclosed
involvement in the illegal interception
of messages left on his mobile phone.

By persuading the high court to seal
the file and by paying Taylor more than
£400,000 damages in exchange for his
silence, News Group prevernted the
public from knowing anything about the
hundreds of pages of evidence which
had been disclosed in Taylor’s case,
revealing potentially criminal behaviour
by journalists on its payroll. It also pro-
tected some powerful and influential
people from the implications of that
evidence.

David Cameron’s chief press adviser,
Andy Coulson, is not named in any of
the suppressed evidence. However, the
paperwork shows that during the time
when he was editor of the News of the

128840212 - ADAKAF ~ 26363818

World, and contrary to News Group’s
earlier denials, editorial staff for whom
he was responsible were involved with
private investigators who engaged in
illegal phone-hacking; and that when
Coulson was deputy editor, reporters
and executives were commissioning
roultiple purchases of confidential
information, which is fllegal unless it

is proved to be in the public interest.
These purchases were not secret within
the Mews of the World office: they were
openly paid for by the accounts depart-
ment with invoices which itemised
illegal acts. News Group has always
maintained that it acts lawfully and in
the public interest,

The scale of the activity is bound to
provoke questions about whether Coul-
son knew of and sanctioned the activity.
When he was asked by the Guardian
whether he accepted that his journal-
ists had been hacking into phones and

illegally obtaining information, Coul-
son made no comment beyond saying
he knew nothing about Taylor's legal
action, When he resignied, he said he
had had no knowledge of his reporter
Clive Goodmary's involvement in hack-
ing the phones of royal staff.

The fusll picture on News Group™s
involvement in the hacking of mobile
phones is still not clear, largely because
the Metropolitan Police took the contro-
versial decision not to inform the public
figares whose phones had been targeted
and the Crown Prosecution Service

Pack Page 10 of 22 Article Page 1 of &
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Murdoch's £1m
bill for hiding
dirty tricks

{ continued from page 1

last year sued them on the basis that they
must have known about it.

In documents injtially submitted tothe
high court, News Group executives said
the company had not been involved in
any way in Mulcaire’s hacking of Taylor’s
phone. They specifically denied keep-
ing any recording or notes of intercepted
messages and claimed they had not even
been aware of the hacking. However, at
the request of Taylor’s lawyers, the court
ordered the production of detailed evi-
dence from Scotland Yard’s inquiry inthe
Goodman case and also from a separate
inquiry by the Information Commissioner
into journalists who dishonestly obtain
confidential personal records.

The Scotland Yard files included paper-
work which revealed that, contrary to
News Group’s initial denial, Mulcaire had
provided a recording of the messages on
Taylor’s phone to a News of the World
journalist who had transcribed them and
emailed them to a senior reporter; and
that a News of the World executive had
offered Mulcaire a substantial bonus pay-
ment fora story specifically related to the
intercepted messages.

Several famous figures in football are
among those whose messages were inter-
cepted. Coulson was editing the paper at
thistime. Hetold the Guardian thisweek he
knew nothing about Taylor’s legal action,
which began after he left the paper.

The paperwork from the Information
Commissionrevealed the namesof 31 jour-
nalists working for the News of the World
and the Sun, together with the details of
government agencies, banks, phonecom-
panies and others who were conned into

“handingover confidential informationon

politicians, actors, sportsmenand women,
musiciansandtelevision presenters, allof
whom are named inthe paperwork. Thisis

an offence under the Data Protection Act
unless it is justified by public interest.
Senior editors are among those impli-

cated. This activity occurred before the
mobile phone hacking, at a time when
Coulson was deputy and the editor was
Rebekah Wade, now due to become chief
executive of News International. The
extent of their personal knowledge, if
amy, is not clear: the News of the World
hasalways insisted that it would not break
the law and would use subterfuge only if
essential in the public interest.

Faced with this evidence, News Inter-
national changed their position, started
offering huge cash payments to settle
the case out of court, and finally paid out
£700,000 in legal costs and damages on
the condition that Taylorsigned a gagging
clause to prevent him speaking about the
case. The payment is believed to have
inclided morethan £400,000indamages.
News-Group then persuaded the court to
seal the file on Taylor’s case to prevent all
public access, even though it contained
prima facie evidence of criminal activity.

The Scotland Yard paperwork also pro-
vided evidencethe Newsofthe World had
been involved with Mulcaire in his hack-
ingthe mobile phonesofat least two other
football figures. They filed complaints,
which were settled earlier this year
when News International paid more than
£300,000 in damages and costs on condi-
tion that they signed gagging clauses.

The Guardian’s understanding is that
the paperwork disclosed by Scotland Yard
isonly afractionofthe total material gath-
ered on News Group’s involvement with
Mulcaire, And it is a matter of record that
the Information Commission has refused
to release paperwork which implicates
national newspaper journalists in thou-
sands of apparently illegal acts.

Taylor declined to makeany comment.
Goodman, now out of jail , said: “My

spokesman for News International said:
“News International feels it is inappropri-
ate to comment at this time.” A spokes-
woman for Cameron said the Tory leader
was “very relaxed about the story”.

Henry Porter, page 28 )
Leader comment, page 30 »
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Cameron urged

to dump close aide
over allegations

of phone tapping

Former editor’s staff accused of paying hackers

Sam Coates, Dan Sabbagh
Sean O’Nelil

David Cameron faced calls last night
to sack one of his most trusted advis-
ers over allegations of illegal phone
hacking. The alleged offences were
carried out while Andy Coulson was
Editor of the News of the World.

Mobile phones belonging to Cabi-
net ministers, actors, models and
sports stars are claimed to have been
among the targets of private investiga-
tors working for the newspaper while
Mr Coulson — the Conservative
Party’s director of communications —
was in charge.

The News of the World was also
alleged to have paid an out-of-court
settlement after a legal case allegedly
threatened to make public evidence of
hacking. The News of the World is part
of News International, which also pub-
lishes The Times.

The issue first came to court in Janu-
ary 2007 when Clive Goodman, a
News of the World reporter, was jailed

for hacking into the phones of three
royal staff. Glenn Mulcaire, a private
investigator, was also jailed for tap-
ping further phones, including those
of Max Clifford, the celebrity PR con-~
sultant, and Gordon Taylor, chief exec~
utive of the Professional Footballers’
Association.

According to senior sources in the
Metropolitan Police quoted in The
Guardian newspaper, which made the
allegations, officers found evidence of
News of the World staff using private
investigators to obtain information
from mobile phones. Police sources
claimed last night that their investi-
gation had uncovered evidence that

126840574 - ADAKAF - 25363397

many hundreds of mobile phone voice-
mail inboxes had been tapped into.
Mr Coulson said: “This story relates
to an alleged payment made after I left
the News of the World 2% years ago. I
have no knowledge whatsoever of any
settlement with Gordon Taylor. The
Mulcaire case was investigated thor-
oughly by the police and the Press
Complaints Commission. I took full re-

sponsibility for what happened on my
watch, but without my knowledge,
and I resigned.”

It emerged last night that 31 journal-
ists ehad allegedly been involved in
“the buying and selling of persopal in-
formation”. Mick Gorrill, the assistant
information commissioner, said that
his department had compiled a dossier
within the past two years which
showed that journalists at the titles
“had acquired people’s personal infor-
mation through blagging”.

Mr Coulson became deputy editor
of the News of the World in 2003 and
was promoted to Editor the same year.
He resigned in January 2007 after Mr
Goodman'’s sentence, but always main-

tained he was unaware of the actions
of his reporter.

Yesterday, however, he faced fresh
questions about his involvement in
the affair. John Prescott, the former
Deputy Prime Minister, who along
with Tessa Jowell, now Cabinet Office
Minister, was named as a target of the
hacking, said it was “absolutely stag-
gering” that Mr Coulson should have
gone to work for the Tory party in the
first place. “I hope Mr Cameron will
clear him out,” he said.

Alastair Campbell, the former Direc-
tor of Communications for Tony Blair,

Pack Page 16 of 22

said Mr Cameron should find our
quickly whether Mr Coulson acted im-
properly and “act accordingly”.

A spokeswoman for Mr Cameron
said that the Tory leader was “re-
laxed” about the allegations.

Last year Mr Taylor took the com-
pany to court in an attempt to prove it
must have been aware. He did not
return calls seeking comment last

ight.

The claims will also put pressure on
the Mefropolitan Police, over whether
they alerted all those whose phones
they found had been targeted. Mr Pres-
cott said it was “ ering” he was
not alerted, adding it would “reflect
very badly on the police”.

Police sources said that detectives
contacted everyone they could trace
over the possible tampering with their
phones. Another obstacle to further
prosecutions was that many of the
public figures did not want to pursue
the issues through the courts.

A source said: “People were pleased
we had found out what had happened
but they didiy’t want to take it any fur-
ther — the reaction of many was
‘thank you, but get rid of it’”

A Scotland Yard spokesman said:
“The Metropolitan Police Service
carried out an investigation into the
alleged unlawful interception of tele-
phone calls.

“Officers liaised closely with the
Crown Prosecution Service. Two
people were charged and subsequent-
ly convicted and jailed. We are not pre-
pared to comment further.”

John Whittingdale, Conservative
chairman of the Commons Culture
Select Committee, said it soovild ~rncid

er the alleged revela gl
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told Channiel 4 News: “I am con-
cerned.” Geoff Hoon, the former Cabi-
net minister, said: “It is hard to see
how in these crcumstances Andy
Coulson can continue as David Cam-

eron’s communications chief”

Andy Coulson, the Tories’ PR chief, resigned from the Mews of thé World

ALAN DAVIBSOH
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decided not to take News Group execu- In evidence to the House of Commons
tives to court. Scotland Yard is likely to select committee on culture, mediaand
face questions about whether senior sport, on & March 2007, seven months
officers intervened to avoid alienating a after Goodmarr’s arrest, Les Hinton,
powerful media group. chairman of News International, was
Scotland Yard disclosed only a lim- asked if he had conducted “a full, rigor-
jted amount of its evidence to Taylor.
The Guardian understands that the full - o N
polce Flshows thatseverithonand oo el inauy”and s abo,
. public figures were targeted by investi- the only person who knew about the
gators, including, during one month in phone hacking. Hinton replied: “Yes we
( ) 2006: John Prescott, then deputy prime o g
: inister: Tessa Towell. th bl have and I believe he was the only per-
minister; 1€ssa Jowell, then responsile son.” Hinton added that the investiga-
for the media as secretary of state for tion would continue under the new edi-
culture; Boris Johnson, then the Con- tor, Colin Myler, but Myler had already
servative spokesman on higher educa- told the Press Complaints Commission
tion; Gwyneth Paltrow, aftershe had 12 days earli erﬁ%gsa_ s hackin
given birth to her son; George Michael, was “yasbe rrational”. “a rogue exce pﬁoﬁ”
who had been seen locking tired at the and “an exc eptiona’l an dgul PPy event
Whﬁg&miézdﬁﬁggﬁe in the 163-year history of the News of
. o s the World, involving one journalist”.
World’s royal editor, was jailed for hack- The same claim was made Iater by the
ing into the mobile Phones c_:)fPa.lace News of the World’s managing editor,
staff, News International said he had Stuart Kuttner, who told Radio Four’s
been acting without their knowledge. »
One of the investigators working for Today programme in February 2008 that
the paper, Glenn Miilcaire, was also
charged with hacking the phones of the only one News of the World journalist
Lib Dem MP Simon Hughes, celebrity had been involved in illegal phone hack-
PR Max Chﬂ'ord, model Elle MacPherson ing: “Tt happened once at the News of
and football agent Sky Andrew as well the World. The reporter was fired; he
as Taylor. At the time, the News of the went to prison. The editor resigned.”
. World claimed to know nothing about These executives were not aware of
, . the hacking of these targets, but Taylor the evidence disclosed by Taylor’s legal
. has now proved that to be untrue in his action at the time that they made these
o) case. Others who are believed to have claims. In an unconnected move, Kut-
been possible targets include the Scot- tner yesterday announced that he was
tish politician Tommy Sheridan, who stepping down as managing editor of
has previously accused the News of the the News of the World.
World of bugging his car; Jeffrey Archer, The then chairman of the Press Com-
whose perjury was exposed by the plaints Commission, Sir Christopher
paper; and Sven-G&ran Eriksson, whose Meyer, promised to investigate “the
sex life became a tabloid obsession. entire newspaper and magazine indus-
According to one source with direct try of the UK to establish what is their
knowledge of the Scotland Yard evi- practice” but opted not to question
dence, News of the World journalists Andy Coulsen on the grounds that he
were systematically using private inves- had resigned, and not to question any
tigators who would break the law to other journalist or editorial executive on
obtain inform:ation, hacking into thc_:)u- the paper, apart from Myler, who neces-
sands of mobile phones and supplying sarily had no direct knowledge of what
raw material which was then converted had been going on before his arrival.
into'stories that madg no reference to The PCC’s subsequent report failed to
their real source. Against that - and in uncover any evidence of any phone
apparent cont radiction of the evidence hacking by any media o‘[ganjsation
supplied and suppressed in Taylor’s case beyond that revealed at Goodman’s trial.
- senior News International executives In suppresging Taylor’s Iegal action’
have publicly claimed that Goodman News Group buried not only the Scot-
was the only person at the News of the Iand Yard evidence but also paperwork
World who was involved in hacking, and that had been seized by
that he acted without their knowledge. the Information Commis-
Produced by Durrants under licence from the NLA {newspapers), CLA {magazines) or other copyright owner. No further copying (inciuding 51
printing of digital cuttings), digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is parmittad except under licance from the copyright owner.
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sion from a Hampshire
private investigator,
Steve Whittamore,
who had been running
a network of sources
who specialised in the
illegal extraction of
information from police
computers, British
Telecom, the DVLA,

- Inland Revenue and

3 others. Whittamore
‘ subsequently pleaded

-@

guilty to criminal offences, although the
newspapers who hired him were never
prosecuted.

Although the Information Commis-
sion has since said that almost all of this
activity was “certainly or very prob-
ably” illegal under the Data Protection
Act, the paperwork shows no sign of
secrecy at all as 27 different journalists
from the News of the World and four
from the Sun ordered more than a thou-
sand searches. One News of the World
reporter made 130 requests. Another
made 118. One news executive is
recorded as directly commissioning 90
actions by Whittamore. This included
23 illegal searches of the DVLA for the
details behind car number plates; two

. ' illegal searches of police databases for
‘ criminal records; five illegal searches
. of phone company records to convert a
“) mobile number into a private address;
‘ and three requests for illegal access to
records of ex-directory phone numbers.

Another news executive is recorded
commissioning 70 more actions includ-
ing nine illegal searches of British
Telecom records to convert landline
phone numbers into addresses, 13 illegal
searches at the DVLA and two illegal
accesses to criminal records from police
computers, A very senior executive of
the paper is recorded directly commis-

sioning illegal access to records from a
mobile phone company.
Among those whose privacy

when British Telecom was conned
into handing over their addresses
and/or ex-directory numbers are
Nigella Lawson (four times); Patsy
Kensit; Jude Law and Sadie Frost;
Lisa Snowdon (three times); Anne
Robinson and her former partner;
Carol Caplin; Lenny Henry; Vanessa
Feltz; Lord Mountbattery's grandson;

and witnesses to the murder of Jill
Dando, thus potentially interfering with
the course of a live police inquiry.
When the actress Charlotte Coleman
died after an asthma attack, the News of

the World paid for BT to be conned into
handing over the itemised Friends and
Family list from her bereaved parents’
phone bill. When the TV presenter Linda
Barker moved house, they hired Whit-
tamore to get her new home address
from the supposedly confidential social
security database.

Working on instructions from the
News of the World, Whittamore and
his network also conned the criminal
records database of the police, which is
a specific criminal offence; the Inland
Revenue, also a specific criminal
offence; a cab company used by Ken
Livingstone; a Paris hotel used by Jason
Donovan; the actors union, Equity, for
the addresses of actors; Granada TV,
for information on a Coronation Street
actor; and on numerous occasions the
DVLA for the home details of people
whose car numbers they had spotted.
The News of the World has insisted that
its journalists use subterfuge only when
justified in the public interest.

The Information Commissioner has
resisted all requests to release the entire
collection of paperwork seized from
Whittamore, which covers a total of
13,343 requests for information from 305
journalists not only from News Intemmna-
tional but also from the Mirror Group,
the Observer and Associated Newspa-
pers. The Daily Mail alone made 985
requests, more than any other paper.

After the conviction of Whittamore,
the Information Commission, which
is responsible for policing conﬁde!:l;ial
databases, urged the Press Complaints
Cormpmission to issue “a clear puDEE'c
statement warning journalists and edi-
tors of the very real risks of committing
criminal offences.” Documents released
under the Freedom of Information Act
show that the RC_C, whlch is f\mded by

fgand -

finally pmduced guidance which the
Information Commission has publicly
described as “disappointing”.

Leader comment, page 30 »
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News of the
hacked

Henry Porter
,' ) If Murdoch's papers really
o believe in public interest

they should disclose all

details of illegal tapping

r— he major threat to pri-
vacy is assumed to come
from the state, But Nick
Davies’sstory inthe
Guardian today - about
News Group’s payments
to settle cases that could

- reveal details of an

operation to use information from inter-
cepted text messages sent by many well
known individuals - shows how privacy
is equally threatened by determined
commercial organisations.

News of the World (NoW) journalists
used information obtained by hack-

. ing into the phone of Gordon Taylor,
‘ y the chief executive of the Professional
o) Footballers’ Association, and after
o reaching a settlement with Taylor
suppressed hundreds of pages of evi-
dence,. In 2007, the NoW reporter Clive
Goodman was found guilty under the
Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act,
and sent to jail - but Davies’s investiga-
tion shows that the practice was much
more widespread than suspected.
Phones belonging to MPs from all
parties, including Tessa Jowell and John
Prescott, were hacked using a private
investigator named Glenn Mulcaire, also
jailed in the 2007 trial.

As well as trying to suppress docu-
mentation, News Group initially denied
keeping any records or notes of the
messages. This turns out to be untrue:
among messages transcribed were
those to Sir Alex Ferguson and Alan
Shearer. Significantly, Rupert Murdoch’s
company has denied interceptions
of this scale to a parliamentary select
committee and the Pressg Complaints
Commission. This jeopardises any clai
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the company may make in the course
of exposing well known figures. The
company’s credibility is now seriously
called into question.

More disturbing is the possibility
that becanse of the company’s influence
in British public life, the Metropolitan
police could have stayed its hand
when considering more widescale
prosecutions. It is now incumbent
on the police to explain publicly why
the investigation was not brought to
the sott of conclusion the public would
expect for this level of alleged criminal
activity.

One officer suggested that two or
three thousand mobile phones had been
hacked. If true, it would speak of a pro-
gramme of interception with reporters
from the NoW ordering from a menu
supplied by the shady investigator. The
public needs to know to what extent
Murdoch’s papers indulge in this illegal
activity: it is legitimate matter of public
interest, the very thing cited by the
NoW as it pursues people such as Max
Mosley, whom they bugged and filmed
in a sado-masochistic sex session.

Mosley received £60,000 after the
paper had fought and lost the caseona
spurious public interest defence, which
seems even harder to swallow now
we know the extent of its spying pro-
gramme. There is no doubt that execu-
tives understood how damaging the
revelations about phone-tapping would
be because they paid over seven times
as much (£450,000) to Gordon Taylor.

The cover-up has failed. The Press
Complaints Commissijon needs to
reopen its investigation and call
executives before it. The parliamentary
committee will almost certainly want
to know if it has been deceived, and to
take evidence again. Nigella Lawson,
Patsy Kensit, Jude Law, Anne Robinson
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PHONE TAPPING CLAIMS

- Revealed: Murdoch's £1m

~ bill for hiding dirty tricks

Produced by Durrants under licence from the NLA (newspapers), CLA (magazines) or other copyright owner. No further copying (including
printing of digital cuttings), digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permittad except under licence from the copyright owner.

B88715-2

@ Tory PR chief
under fire over
tabloid hacking
@ Politicians
and celebrities
among victims

Rupert Murdoch’s News Group newspa-
pers has paid out more than £1m to settle
legal cases that threatened to reveal evi-
denceofhisjournalists’repeated involve-
ment in the use of criminal methodsto get
stories.

The paymentssecured secrecy overout-
of-court settlements in three cases that
threatenedto exposeevidenceof Murdoch
journalistsusing privateinvestigators who
illegally hacked into the mobile phone
messages of numerous public figures and
to gain unlawful access to confidential
personal data including tax records, social
security files, bank statements and itemn-
ised phone bills. Cabinet ministers, MPs,
actors and sports stars were all targets of
the private investigators.

Today, the Guardian reveals details of
thesuppressed evidencewhichmay open
the door to hundreds more legal actions
by victims of News Group, the Murdoch
company that publishes the News of the
world and the Sun, as well as provok-
ing police inquiries into reporters who
were involved and the senior executives
responsible for them. The evidence also
poses difficult questions for:

@ Counservative leader David Cameron’s
director of cormmunications, Andy Coul-
son, who was deputy editor and then edi-

26838587 - ADAKAF ~ 25362458

tor of the News of the World when, the
suppressed evidence shows, journalists
forwhom hewas responsible wereengag-
ing in hundreds of apparently illegal acts
#® Murdoch executiveswho, albeit in good
faith, have misled a parliamentary select
committee, the Press Complaints Com-
mission anid the public

@ The Metropolitan police, who did not
alert all those whose phones were tar-
geted, and the Crown Prosecution Service,
which did not pursue all possible charges
against News Group personnel

#® The Press Complaints Commission,
which claimed to have conducted an
investigation but failed to uncover any
evidence of illegal activity.

The suppressed legal cases are linked
to the jailing in January 2007 of News of
the World reporter Clive Goodman for
hacking into the mobile phones of three
royal staff, an offence under the Regula-
tion of Investigatory Powers Act. At the
time, News International said it knew of
no other journalist who was involved in
hacking phones and that Goodman had
been acting without their knowledge.

However, one senior source at the Met
told the Guardian that during the Good-

Pack Page 4 of 22

man inquiry, officers had found evidence
of News Group staff using private inves-
tigators who hacked into “thousands”
of mobile phones. Another source with
direct knowledge of the police findings
put the figure at “two or three thousand”
mobiles. They suggest that MPs from
all three parties and cabinet ministers,
including former deputy prime minister
John Prescott and former culture secre-
tary Tessa Jowell, were among thetargets.
NewsIntemationalhasalwaysmaintained
that it has no knowledge of phone hacking
by anybody acting on its behalf.

A private investigator who had been
working for News Group, Glenn Mulcaire,
was also jailed in January 2007.He admit-
ted hacking into the phones of five other
targets, including Gordon Taylor, chief
executive of the Professional Football-
ers’ Association. Among those phones he
hacked into werethe Lib Dem MP Simon
Hughes, celebrity PR "/ =gy
Mazx Clifford, model Elle
MacPherson and football -~ )
agent Sky Andrew. News Group denied
all knowledge of the hacking, but Taylor
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Murdoch's £1m
bill for hiding
dirty tricks

{ continued from page1

last year sued them on the basis that they
must have known about it.

Indocuments initially submitted tothe
high court, News Group executives said
the company had not been involved in
any way in Mulcaire’s hacking of Taylor’s
phone. They specifically denied keep-
ing any recording or notes of intercepted
messages and claimed they had not even
been aware of the hacking. However, at
the request of Taylor’s lawyers, the court
ordered the production of detailed evi-
dence from Scotland Yard’s inquiry inthe
Goodman case and also from a separate
inquirybythe Information Commissioner
into journalists who dishonestly obtain
confidential personal records.

The Scotland Yard files included paper-
work which revealed that, contrary to
News Group’s initial denial, Mulcaire had
provided a recording of the messages on
Taylor’s phone to a News of the World
journalist who had transcribed them and
emailed them to a senior reporter; and
that a News of the World executive had
offered Mulcaire a substantial bonus pay-
ment fora story specifically related tothe
intercepted messages.

Several famous figures in football are
among those whose messages were inter-
cepted. Coulson was editing the paper at
thistime. Hetold the Guardian thisweekhe
knew nothing about Taylor’s legalaction,
which began after he left the paper.

The paperwork from the Information
Commissionrevealed the namesof31 jour-
nalists working for the News of the World
and the Sun, together with the details of
government agencies, banks, phone com-
panies and others who were conned into
handingover confidential information on
politicians, actors, sportsmenand women,
musiciansand television presenters, allof
whom arenamed inthe paperwork, Thisis

an offence under the Data Protection Act
unless it is justified by public interest.
Senior editors are among those impli-

cated. This activity occurred before the

-mobile phone hacking, at a time when

Coulson was deputy and the editor was
Rebekah Wade, now due to become chief
executive of News International. The
extent of their personal knowledge, if
any, is not clear: the News of the World
hasalways insisted that it would not break
the law and would use subterfuge only if
essential in the public interest.

Faced with this evidence, News Inter-
national changed their position, started
offering huge cash payments to settle
the case out of court, and finally paid out
£700,000 in legal costs and damages on
thecondition that Taylorsigned agagging
clause to prevent him speaking about the
case. The payment is believed to have
inchaded morethan £400,000in damages.
News Group then persuaded the court to
seal the file on Taylor’s case to prevent all
public access, even though it contained
prima facie evidence of criminal activity.

The'Scotland Yard paperwork also pro-
vided evidencethe Newsofthe World had
been involved with Mulcaire in his hack-
ing the mobile phonesofat least two other
football figures. They filed complaints,
which were settled earlier this year
when News International paid more than
£300,000in damages and costs on condi-
tion that they signed gagging clauses.

The Guardian’s understanding is that
thepaperwork disclosed by Scotland Yard
isonlya fraction of the total material gath-
ered on News Group’s involvement with
Mulcaire. And it is a matter of record that
the Information Commission has refused
to release paperwork which implicates
national newspaper journalists in thou-
sands ofapparently illegal acts.

Taylor declined to makeany comment.
Goodman, now out of jail , said: “My
comment is not even ‘no comment’,” A
spokesman for News International said:
“News International feelsitis inappropri-
ate to comment at this time.” A spokes-
woman for Cameron said the Tory leader
was “very relaxed about the story”.

Henry Porter, page28 »
Leader comment, page 30 )
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Trail of hacking and deceit under nose of Tory PR chief

Nick Davies on how the
News of the World was
involved in illegal activity,
from intercepting phone
messages to buying
confidential personal data

When the high court last summer
ordered the News of the World to pay
damages to Max Mosley for secretly
filming him with prostitutes, the paper
was furious. In an angry leader column,
it insisted that public figures must main-
tain standards. “It is not for the pow-
erful and the influential to run to the
courts to gag newspapers from publish-
ing stories that are TRUE,” it said. “This
is all about the public’s right to know.”

Even as those words were being pub-
lished, lawyers and senior executives
from News Intemational’s subsidiary
News Group were preparing to runto
courtt to gag Gordon Taylor, the chief
executive of the Professional Football-
ers’ Association, who was suing the
News of the World for its undisclosed
involvement in the illegal interception
of messages left on his mobile phone.

By persuading the high court to seal
the file and by paying Taylor more than
£400,000 damages in exchange for his
silence, News Group prevented the
public from knowing anything about the
hundreds of pages of evidence which
had been disclosed in Taylor’s case,
revealing potentially criminal behavicur
by journalists on its payroll. It also pro-
tected some powerful and influential
people from the implications of that
evidence.

David Cameror’s chief press adviser,
Andy Coulson, is not named in any of
the suppressed evidence, However, the
paperwork shows that during the time
when he was editor of the News of the

126840212 ~ ADAKAF - 25363918

World, and contrary to News Group’s
earlier denials, editorial staff for whom
he was responsible were invalved with
private investigators who engaged in
illegal phone-hacking; and that when
Coulson was deputy editor, reporters
and executives were commissioniing
multiple purchases of confidential
information, which is illegal unless it

is proved to be in the public interest.
These purchases were not secret within
the News of the World office: they were
openly paid for by the accounts depart-
ment with invoices which itemised
illegal acts. News Group has always
maintained that it acts lawfully and in
the public interest.

The scale of the activity is bound to
provoke questions about whether Coul-
son knew of and sanctioned the activity.
When he was asked by the Guardian
whether he accepted that his journal-
ists had been hacking into phones and

ilegally obtaining information, Coul-
son made no comment beyond saying
he knew nothing about Taylor’s legal
action. When he resigned, he said he
had had no knowledge of his reporter
Clive Goodmars involvement in hack-
ing the phones of royal staff.

‘The full picture on News Group’s
involvement in the hacking of mobile
phones is still not clear, largely because
the Metropolitan Police tock the contro-
versial decision not to inform the public
figures whose phones had been targeted
and the Crown Prosecution Service
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decided not to take News Group execu-
tives to court. Scotland Yard is likely to
face questions about whether senior
officers intervened to avoid alienating a
powerfiil media group.

Scotland Yard disclosed only a lim-
ited amount of its evidence to Taylor.
] The Guardian understands that the full
police file shows that several thousand

{ . public figures were targeted by investi-
e gators, including, during one month in
{ \, 2006: John Prescott, then deputy prime

minister; Tessa Jowell, then responsible
for the media as secretary of state for
culture; Boris Johnson, then the Con-
servative spokesman on higher educa-
tion; Gwyneth Paltrow, after she had
given birth to her son; George Michael,
who had been seen looking tired at the
wheel of his car; and Jade Goody.
When Goodman, the News of the
World’s royal editor, was jailed for hack-
ing into the mobile phones of Palace
staff, News International said he had
been acting without their knowledge.
One of the investigators working for
the paper, Glenn Mulcaire, was also
charged with hacking the phones of the
Lib Dem MP Simon Hughes, celebrity
PR Max Clifford, model Elle MacPherson
and football agent Sky Andrew as well
as Taylor. At the time, the News ofthe
. World claimed to know nothing about
} . the hacking of these targets, but Taylor
- has now proved that to be untrue in his
) case. Others who are believed to have
e been possible targets inchide the Scot-
tish politician Tommy Sheridan, who
has previously accused the News of the
World of bugging his car; Jeffrey Archer,
whose perjury was exposed by the
paper; and Sven-Goran Eriksson, whose
sex life became a tabloid obsession.
According to one source with direct
knowledge of the Scotland Yard evi-
dence, News of the World journalists
were systematically using private inves-
figators who would break the law to
obtain information, hacking into thou-
sands of mobile phones and supplying
raw material which was then converted
into stories that made no reference to
their real source. Against that - and in
apparent contradiction of the evidence
supplied and suppressed in Taylor’s case
- senjor News International executives
have publicly claimed that Goodman
was the only person at the News of the
World who was involved in hacking, and
that he acted without their knowledge.

In evidence to the House of Commons
select committee on culture, media and
sport, on 6 March 2007, seven months
after Goodmarn’s arrest, Les Hinton,
chairman of News International, was
asked if he'had conducted “a full, rigor-

ous internal inquiry” and was “abso-
hutely convinced” that Goodmiarn was
the only person who knew about the
phone hacking. Hinton replied: “Yes we
have and I believe he was the only per-
son.” Hinton added that the investiga-
tion would continue under the new edi-
tor, Colin Myler, but Myler had already
told the Press Complaints Commission
12 days earlier that Goodmar’s hacking
was “aberrational”, “a rogue exception”
and “an exceptional and unhappy event
in the 163-year history of the News of
the World, involving one joumalist”.
The same claim was made later by the
News of the World’s managing editor,
Stuart Kuttner, who told Radio Four’s
Today programime in February 2008 that

only one News of the World journalist
had been involved in illegal phone hack-
ing: “It happened once at the News of
the World. The reporter was fired; he
went to prison. The editor resigned.”

These executives were not aware of
the evidence disclosed by Taylor’s legal
action at the time that they made these
claims. In an unconnécted move, Kut-
tner yesterday announced that he was
stepping down as managing editor of
the News of the World.

The then chairman of the Press Com-
plaints Commission, Sir Christopher
Mevyer, promised to investigate “the
entire newspaper and magazine indus-
try of the UK to establish what is their
practice” but opted not to question
Andy Coulson on the grounds that he
had resigned, and not to questionany
other journalist or editorial executive on
the paper, apart from Myler, who neces-
sarily had no direct knowledge of what
had been going on before his arrival.
The PCC’s subsequent report failed to
nncover any evidence of any phone
hacking by any media organisation
beyond that revealed at Goodman’s trial.

In suppressing Taylor’s legal action,
News Group buried not only the Scot-
1and Yard evidence but also paperwork
that had been seized by
the Information Commis-

&
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sion from a Hampshire
private investigator,
Steve Whittamore,
who had been running
a network of sources
who specialised in the
illegal extraction of
information from police
computers, British
( ‘ Telecom, the DVLA,
. Inland Revenue and
( \ others. Whittamore
’ subsequently pleaded

guilty to criminal offences, although the
newspapers who hired him were never
prosecuted.

Although the Information Commis-
sion has since said that almost all of this
activity was “certainly or very prob-
ably” illegal under the Data Protection
Act, the paperwork shows no sign of
secrecy at all as 27 different journalists
from the News of the World and four
from the Sun ordered more than a thou-
sand searches. One News of the World
reporter made 130 requests. Another
made 118. One news executive is
recorded as directly commissioning 90
actions by Whittamore. This included
23 illegal searches of the DVLA for the
details behind car number plates; two

‘ illegal searches of police databases for
J . criminal records; five illegal searches
) of phone company records to convert a
) mobile number into a private address;
o and three requests for illegal access to
records of ex-directory phone numbers.

Another news executive is recorded
commissioning 70 more actions includ-
ing nine illegal searches of British
Telecom records to convert landline
phone numbers into addresses, 13 illegal
searches at the DVLA and two illegal
accesses to criminal records from police
computers. A very senior executive of

the paper is recorded directly commis-
sioning illegal access to records from a
mobile phone company.
Among those whose privacy
apparently was illegally violated
when British Telecom was conned
into handing over their addresses
and/or ex-directory numbers are
Nigella Lawson (four times); Patsy
Kensit; Jude Law and Sadie Frost;
Lisa Snowdon (three times); Anne
Robinson and her former partner;
Carol Caplin; Lenny Henry; Vanessa
Feltz; Lord Mountbatten’s grandson;

and witnesses to the murder of Jill
Dando, thus potentially interfering with A
the course of a live police inquiry.
When the actress Charlotte Coleman
died after an asthma attack, the News of

the World paid for BT to be conned into
handing over the itemised Friends and
Family list from her bereaved parents’
phone bill. When the TV presenterLinda
Barker moved house, they hired Whit-
tamore to get her new home address
from the supposedly confidential social
security database.

Working on instructions from the
News of the World, Whittamoreand
his network also conned the crimiral
records database of the police, which is
a specific criminal offence; the Inland
Revenue, also a specific criminal
offence; a cab company used by Ken
Livingstone; a Paris hotel used by Jason
Donovan; the actors union, Equity, for
the addresses of actors; Granada TV,
for information on a Coronation Street
actor; and on numerous occasions the
DVLA for the home details of people
whose car numbers they had spotted.
The News of the World has insisted that
its journalists use subterfuge only when
justified in the public interest.

The Information Commissioner has
resisted all requests to release the entire
collection of paperwork seized from
Whittamore, which covers a total of
13,343 requests for information from 305
joumalists not only from News Interna-
tional but also from the Mirror Group,
the Observer and Associated Newspa-
pers. The Daily Mail alone made 985
requests, more than any other paper.

After the conviction of Whittamore,
the Information Commission, which
is responsible for policing confidential
databases, urged the Press Complaints
Commission to issue “a clear public
statement warning journalists and edi-
tors of the very real risks of committing
criminal offences.” Documents released
under the Freedom of Information Act
show that the PCC, which is funded by
newspapers, resisted doing this and
finally produced guidance which the
Information Commission has publicly
described as “disappointing”.

Leader comment, page 30 )
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ﬁPhone hadqng -'v4-pr1\'»faté dataﬁ

an oﬂ‘ence to gain unauthonsed access
tosuch data, punishable by a fine. How-
ever, unlike Ripa, this offenc
public intérest defence; ‘

" The Infarmanon Comm

licinterest defence 4
for anybody caught -~ 4 ; | Tmiérnational, the
‘breaking Ripa. o ' Telegraph group
“The former News - | and Associated
of theWo rid reporter - ..’ Newspapers, =
ii “ ' which pub hshes
the Daily Mail,
persitaded Gordon
Brownto overrule

Mulcane{nght}mrsm ' - 4@ . the plan.

B figures whose privacy
apparently was Hlegally viclated
incinded, From top: Gwyneth Paltrow,
Tesss Jowell, Higella Lawson, Boris
Jolmson and Leany Henry
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Press and privacy
®  Secret spies

The world is waking up to the extent to which
modermntechnologies can destroy privacy. Any
citizen with a mobile phone, car or computer
is open to surveillance by a broad range of
agencies. Newspapers have taken the lead in
fighting against state intrusions into privacy -
resisting ID cards, databases and the mindless
spread of CCTV. Editors inveighagainst Google
and its potential to intrude into our lives.
More hidden is the way some of the same
newspapers have systematically pried into the
lives of people in rather repellent ways. It has
emerged that one of Rupert Murdoch’s news
organisations in the UK has quietly paid out
huge sums to settle three cases, thereby sup-
. pressing details which threatened toexpose its
i ‘ involvement in the use of criminal methods to
get stories. In return for a secrecy agreement,
they paid damages of £400,000 or moreto one
victim - dwarfing the previous record £60,000

breach of privacy payment to the Formula One
boss Max Mosley. The total paid in damages
and costs tops £im.

Most of the work was subcontracted to pri-
vateinvestigators. A senior Metropolitan police
officerclaimed tohave evidence thatthousands
of people in public life had had their phones
hacked by agents working on behalf of papers.
The victims included MPs, cabinet ministers,
minor celebrities and sportsmen. The Scotland
Yard files mirror parallel evidence compiled by
the information commissioner, who uncovered
thousands of examples of activity which was
“certainly or very probably” illegal.

That detailed evidence has never been
requested or seen by the Press Complaints Com-
missiopn, nor by the Commons media commit-
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tee, currently investigating press regulation.
Bothbodieshave hithertobeen content with the
reassurances of News International executives,

who claimed that Clive Goodman - the Newsof
the World reporter jailed for hacking into royal
phones - was a rogue operator. The PCC never
called evidence from thenewspaper’seditorat
the time, Andy Coulson, who isnowworkingas
David Cameron’s director of communications,
nor demanded to see paperwork or invoices.
Both the PCCand the committee look incurious
if not plain gullible. It is awkward for Mr Cam-
eronto have at hisside amanwho, ina previous
life, was responsible for journalists who were
breaching the privacy of MPs. ’

TheMurdoch organisation isa powerful one,
with tentacles into many areas of public and
political life. Individualsworking for one ofits
UK companies have demonstrated their abil-
ity to jettison civilised standards of behaviour
to attack targets. These allegations should be
examined in daylight, not dealt with by means
of secret cash payments.
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1. NEWS OF THE WORLD:
PHONE TAPPING CLAIMS - FRIDAY

Three inquiries into hacking
claims as new victims emerge

@ MPs summon
Murdoch chiefs
over dirty tricks

@ Targeted public
figures consider
suing tabloid

@ Scotland Yard
refuses to reopen
tapping probe

James Robinson

News International was last night facing
three fresh inquiries into the conduct of
its journalists and executives following
the Guardian’s disclosures that Rupert
Murdoch’s newspaperempire paid fimto
keep secret the use of criminal methods
to get stories.

The director of public prosecutions,
Keir Starmer, announced hewasintending
to lavinch an urgent review of the evidence
relatingto phone hackinginthe caseofthe
News of the World reporter Clive Good-
man, who was jailed for obtaining infor-
matiox illegally.

His intervention came after a powerfitl
Commions select committee said it would
be calling senior managers from News
International to give evidence as early as
next week to clarify what they knewabout
malpractice by journalists at the Neéws of
the World. Andy Coulson, the former edi-
tor ofthe paperand now the Conservative
party’s director of communications, will
be asked to appear. He has always denied
he knew reporters working for him had
hacked into the mobile phones of politi-
cians and celebrities.

126975227 - ADAKAF - 25401429

The Press Complaints Commissionalso
announced it was conducting an inquiry.

At Westminster, senior Labour figures
continued to call for Coulson to resignand
the prime minister said that there were
“serious questions” to answer.

Gordon Brownwasrespondingafterthe
Guardian revealed that News Group, the
publishers of the News of the World, had
made the £1m payout to secure secrecy
over out-of-court settlements in three
cases that threatened to expose evidence
of journalists using private investigators

to illegally hack into the mobile phone
messages of numerous public figures. It
is also alleged journalists gained unlaw-
ful access to confidential personal data,
including taxrecords, socialsecurity files,

bank statements and phone bills. Targets

‘inchrded-JohrrPrescottand TessaJowell. -

The chiefexecutive of the Professional
Footballers’ Association, Gordon Taylor,
was one victim and last year he received
£700,000 from News International in
compensation and legal costs. He agreed
not to discuss the case as part ofthe deal.

However, hundreds of other public fig-
ures may also have been targeted. Yester-
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day, some of those thought to have been
caught up in the affair said they were
seeking legal advice. Among them were
the celebrity publicist Max Clifford and TV
presenter Vanessa Feltz.

Lawyers told the Guardian that News
International could face a series of expen-
sivelegal actionsifit was proved that report-
ers working for the group wereengaged in
behaviour that breached privacy.

TheMet’s assistant commissioner John
Yates said yesterday that Scotland Yard
would not be reopening its files on the
case because no new evidence had come
to light and the original inquiry had con-

cluded phonetappinghad occurred inonly
a minority of cases. “I therefore consider
no further investigation is required.”

Legal experts made it clear that the
Yard’sdecision would not affect the ability
of alleged hacking victims tosuetheNews
of the World for breach of privacy.

The parliamentary inquiry will focuson
executives at News International, includ-
ing Rebekah Wade, the outgoing Sun edi-
torwhohasbeen promoted toNews Inter-
national chief exesa-

€ w1y, e

Article Paga 1 of 3

MOD100046300



For Distribution to CPs

Source: Guardian, The {Main;

Edition:

Country: UK

Datsa: Friday 10, July 2003

Page: 15 =durrants
Bress Complatats Cammission Area: 773 sg.cm

Circulation: ABC 335615 Daily
BRAD info: page rate £11,400.00, scc rate £42.00
Phone: 020 3353 2000

Keyword: Press Complaints Commission

R peCudde Shuad Ku_k}nu,
the News of the World’s outgoing manag-

Continued onpage s »

Sir Alex Ferguson’s messages were intercepted on PFA chairman Gordon ’l'lor’s phone Photograph: Chris Jackson/Getty
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Three inquiries
launched into
hacking claims

ing editor; Colin Myler, the current News
of the World editor; and Les Hinton, the
former chairman of News International.

John Whittingdale, the chairmanofthe
committee, said he was particularly keen
to question Hinton, who told a previous
hearing Goodman had been acting alone.

The Conservative leader, David Cam-
eron, was forced to defend Coulson fol-
lowing calls that he should be sacked.

Cameron told reporters outside his
home in London: “It’s wrong for news-
papers to breach people’s privacy with no
justification. That is why Andy Coulson
resigned as editor of the News of the World
two and a half years ago.

“Of course I knew about that resigna-
tion before offering him the job. But I
believe in giving people a second chance.
As director of communications for the
Conservatives he does an excellent job in
a proper, upright way at all times.”

The Tories also pointed to Scotland
Yard’s decision not to reopen its inquiry.

Nevertheless, the DPP said he was set-
ting up a team to review the evidence

and the decision taken over the material
discovered during the police inquiry into
Goodman and Glenn Mulcaire, a private
investigator who was also jailed.

“Inthelight of the fresh allegations ...I
have now ordered an urgent examination
of the material supplied to the CPS by the
police,” hesaid.

He was taking this action “to satisfy
myself and assure the public that the
appropriate actions were taken in rela-
tion to that material”. He said the evi-
dence was extensive and complex, “but
it has all been located and a small team is
rapidly workingthroughit... it will neces-
sarilytake sometime. [am onlytoco aware
ofthe need for urgency.”

News Intemnational broke itssilence last
night. But the company did not address
any ofthe specificallegations made bythe
Guardian, saying: “News International is
prevented by confidentiality obligations
from discussing certain allegations made
in the Guardian newspaper today.” It said
its journalists had complied with relevant
legislation and codes of conduct since
February 2007, after the Goodman case
and Coulson’s resignation.

Alan Rusbridger, the editor in chief of
the Guardian, said: “We note that News
International has not contested any part
of the Guardian coverage - including the
central assertion that the company had
paid a record £1m to ensure secrecy over
damages paid to victims of illegal phone-
hacking.”
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Victims

Targets of tabloid dirty tricks consider
legal action against News of the World

Caroline Davies
JMatthew Taylor

Victims of the phone-hacking scandal
were last night taking legal advice follow-
ing the Guardian’s revelations over News
Group’s secret £1m payout.

The football agent Sky Andrew said:
“After being told certain individuals have
taken legal action, I will take advice.”

Speaking from Barcelona, where he
is on business, he said he was surprised
by the apparent scale of the hacking. He
suspected his own phone had been tam-
pered with when he found his pin number
no longer worked. “When you are in an
industry like mine, you suspect this type
of thing could go on, but you don’t actu-
ally expect it to happen to you.”

Glenn Mulcaire, a private investigator
working for News International, was jailed
in 2007 foraccessing Andrew’s voicemails
during the trial that also saw former royal
editor of the News of the World, Clive
Goodman, jailed for hacking into the
voicemails of royal aides.

But News Group has never publicly
admitted any responsibility for Mul-
caire’s actions, which also saw the hack-
ing of phones belonging to themodel Elle
Macpherson, the Liberal Democrat MP
Simon Hughes, publicist Max Clifford, and
the Professional Footballers’ Association
chairman, Gordon Taylor.

Clifford said yesterday: “If all the alle-
gations are true, then it is tremendously
serious, because all of us were convinced
by the police, by everybody that this was
just two people, a rogue journalist and a
private investigator, and it was a one-off.

“But what isnowcomingoutisanawful
lot more damaging for everyone involved,
not just for the News of the World, but
also for the Metropolitan police, the

Press Complaints Commission and, of
course, for Andy Coulson.“Am I taking
legal advice? Yes. Have I decided what I
am goingto do? No.”

126976205 - ADAKAF - 25401713

He believed he became a target after
falling out with the News of the World in
2005, when Coulson was editor, over its
treatment of Kerry Katona. “I suppose I
wasa prime target becausel was no longer
dealing with the News of the World, and
1 was the source of some of their biggest
stories under many different editors.”

News of Taylor’s successful action

against the newspaper could open the
floodgates for others eager to explore
similar actions, Clifford said.

The TV and radio presenter Vanessa
Feltz said she had called her solicitor
immediately on discovering she was one
of several celebrities who had been tar-
geted by “blaggers” - private investiga-
torswhocon BT, the DVLA, mobile phone
companies and other organisations into
handing over private details, then sell
them to newspapers.

She said: “I am trawling through it all
in my mind now, and the more I think
about it, the more curious and bizarrethe
occasions where journalists suddenly
appeared out of nowhere.”

“In 2006, one of my daughters was
taken to hospital. I remember journalists
showingup that night at the hospital, and
I was thinking: “How could they possibly
have known? I haven’t told anybody yet.

“It’s one thing to see paparazzi at the
Ivy. But I was finding them at Pizza Hut.
There they were, even if it [the visit] had
been arranged at the last minute.”

Boris Johnson, mayor of London and
chair of the Metropolitan Police Author-
ity, was aware News of the World reporters
had hacked into his phone before yester-
day’s story broke. A close source said he
had been told by the police around the
time of the Goodman trial that his phone
may have been bugged.

Yesterday he said many good stories
came from “contaminated sources” and
that material was often obtained illicitly,
- the issue was whether they were in the
public interest.

Speakingon the BBC Today programme
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hesaid: “I’'m surethe Met’s commissioner
will take account of whatever allegations
havebeen madeinthe Guardian, butIam
sure he will go ahead and take the proper
action.”
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Watchdog to examine if News of
World executives told the truth

Vikram Dodd

The Press Complaints Commission yes-
terday said it would investigate whether
News ofthe World executives had told the
truth over the extent of phone hacking at
the newspaper.

The industry watchdog’s decision fol-
lowed revelations by the Guardian about
the scale of the practice, and that the
NoW’s parent company, News Interna-
tional, had paid £1m to those targeted by
its journalists and private investigators
they had hired.

A PCC spokesman said it would write
todaytothe Guardian and tothe informa-
tion commissioner to see what evidence
both organisations could divulge about
the practice.

The PCC said it would also investigate
any suggestions of “further transgres-
sions” since its 2007 inquiry into the use
of subterfuge by journalists. That inquiry
was triggered by the conviction in January
2007 of the News of the World’s royal edi-

tor, Clive Goodman, and private investiga-
tor Glenn Mulcaire, for phone hacking.

In its 2007 report after the convictions
and after the resignation of the paper’s
editor, Andy Coulson, the PCC appeared
to accept the News of the World’s asser-
tion that the phone hacking was limited
to Goodman, and that he had kept the
practice from his bosses.

Announcing its fresh inquiry, the PCC
said: “The PCC has previously madeclear
that it finds the practice of phone mes-
sage tapping deplorable. Any suggestion
that further transgressions have occurred
since its report was published in 2007 will
be investigated without delay.

“The PCC is contacting the Guardian
and theinformation commissioner forany
further specific information in relation to
theclaims published todayabout the older
cases, which suggests the commission has
been misled [in] its inquiries.”

The BCC operates with the consent of
the newspaper industry and has faced
criticism that it is too soft on journalists
and editors.
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Ministers who justity state snooping
might now learn that biters can be bit

The News of the World
@ phone-hacking scandal
(") laysbare the chaos that
~ surrounds our privacy
and data security

is uncovered with no shred of public
interest but which no amount of self-
restraint could keep from the public eye.
In the case of the News of the World, the
ease with which mobile phones can be
eavesdropped on supplied a mountain
of celebrity gossip.

Human rights law may offer “a right
to respect for private and family life,
home and conversation”, but this is
merely a pious hope. When a cloud of
secret range-finders can hover over the
mobile phones of the stars, policing is
near impossible. Hackers can squat in
caravams or attics, equipped from any
backstreet store. The News of the World
gained access to thousands of phone
messages. These could as easily have
been posted on the web.

Although the police have decided to

Simon Jenkins

- _—'—1 very journalist knows
that breaking thelaw is
mexcusable - except, of
____' course, where there is an
; ' exciise. As a general rule,
{0 what [ write, however
/ [ obtained, is in the public
interest. What you write

is money-grubbing prurience. Now what

was the juicy story you told me the
other day?

The News of the World scandal is in
danger of submerging the body politic
in a wave of hypocrisy. The paper did
what some newspapers have long done,
which is scrape the dustbin of gossip in
which lurks the fame of all public fig-
ures. Aided by electronic surveillance,
journalists use private detectives, hack-
ers, oddballs and dodgy policemen to
dig the dirt on behalf of their readers
and shareholders. They usually pay
money, even ifthis is not allowed.

Sometimes, as with the Daily Tel-
egraph on MPs’ expenses, we are served
copper-bottomed sensation. Although
the scoop was allegedly based on pay-
ment for theft, the world cheered the
“public interest”, Other times, as with
the Dianagate tapes, salacious material

take no further action, the case raises
intriguing but tangential issues. It is
implausible for the former News of the
World editor Andy Coulson to plead that
he did not know what was going on. No
editor would be left in the dark about
the costly source of such scoops. Evena
remark that “I would rather not know”
admits respousibility.

When a member of the paper’s staff,
Clive Goodman, went to jail in 2007 for
the hacking offence, 2 parliamentary
committee was told that he was a “rot-
ten apple” and an isolated case. We now
learn that Coulsorn's staff had accessto
thousands of mobile phone records, all
illegally obtained and currently in the
hands of the police.

The paper then lavishly paid off some
of its victims on condition of confi-

dentiality, while the police (and Crown
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Prosecution Service) agreed totum a
blind eye. They neither pursued other
offences by News of the World reporters
nor informed those whose private lives
they knew to have been compromised.
The police appeared to collude in a mas-
sive breach of privacy.

The much-vaunted framework of
parliamentary oversight and media self-
regulation was also left looking idiotic.
We have been told for 18 years that the
presence of working editors on the vol-
untary Press Complaints Commission
brings a weight of expertise and judg-
ment to its decisions. This is self-serving
rubbish, trotted out by successive PCC
chairmen who enjoy cavorting with the
barons of media power.

The case for non-statutory regula-
tion of the press remains strong, but
depends heavily on that regulation
being scrupulous and outspoken, as it
largely was under the old Press Council
with its vigorous chairraen. The present
Bress Complaints Commission claimsto
work its magic “behind the scenes”. It
works no magic. It is dead.

None of this impinges on the central
issue of the News of the World case, that
chaos now surrounds the confidential-

ity of electronic data in Britain. That
law-breaking now depends wholly on
the robustness of an “excuse” is hope-
less. Most people accepted that the
Telegraph was justified in using stolen
information to reveal the details of MPs’
expenses, But the argument was tested
neither in the courts nor before the PCC.
It was granted by acclamation.

Public interest is ambiguous. The
1989 Calcutt committee on press pri-
vacy, on which I served, spent hours
seeking to define that interest and
failed, abandoning the term as near
useless. A piece of information might
be of interest to the public yet in no way
impinge on public policy, while a vast
grey area covered the lives of public
figures. Virtually nothing to do with the
private life of Princess-Diana-was.in the
public interest - but pull the other one.

Clearly the News of the World would
have difficulty proving that its phone-
hacking of Gordon Taylor was confined
to sporting economics, of Gwyneth Pal-
trow to debt relief, or of Nigella Lawson
to kitchen health and safety. But what if
the paper had uncovered evidence that

John Prescott was up to no good? Public
interest often emerges in the course of
an otherwise prurient fishing trip. The

Telegraply's details of the family food
eaten by MPs were highly intrusive, yet
considered great fun by one and all.

Meanwhile ministers outraged at
press misbehaviour should examine
their own. They have passed some
14 measures intruding on the privacy
of British citizens in the past decade,
powers that outstrip those in any other
democratic state. The notorious 2000
Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act
authorises the home secretary to col-
lect information without limit on any
citizen, not just for national security
‘but for “public health and national
economic wellbeing”.
r— he national identity

register allows all phone

and internet browsing
to be collected, possibly
by private companies,
and passed to the state.
Under an amendment to
I - the 1998 Data Protection
Act, information gathered by one branch
of government can be shared with oth-
ers for “policy purposes”. The 2008 chil-
dren’s computer record is accessible to
400,000 officials, yet not to parents.

Some MPs may bridle at the extent of
public surveillance, but parliament has
shown not the slightest desire to defend
personal freedom from state surveil-
lance. The bland claim is made by home
secretaries that intrusion is required for
“pational security”, the excuse for abso-
lute power down the ages. Nor is data
remotely safe in state hands. When the
government tells us its national identity
register is wholly secure, it is lying: wit-
ness the high-security laptops and CDs
discarded by the week. There is no such
thing as secure electronics.

Technology gives to those in power,
whether in government or the media,

immense scope for.intrusicn..The.....

snooper will always be one step ahead
of the defenders of personal freedom. In
the case of the govemnment, ministers
might at least learn from the Telegraph
and News of the World that biters can be
bit. If they find ways of gathering absurd
amounts of information about private
citizens, citizens will gather absurd
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amounts of information about them.

The press too dices with disaster.
However feeble self-regulation has
become, commeon law is increasingly
being deployed against infrusion, as
the News of the World itself recently
found in the Max Mosley case. Privacy
laws targeted at the press would be bad
because hard to define, as the “public
interest” defence shows. But if liberty is
to be championed against government,
the champions cannot keep shooting
themselves in the foot.

strmon. fernkins@guardian.co.uk

.
It is implausible for the
former editor Andy
Coulson to plead that
he did not know what
was going on
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Comment is free ...
Tabloid dirty tricks

Paul Farrelly

We will chase this press
watchdog that won't bite

The Guardian’s “phone-hacking” rev-
elations had a certain, impeccable tim-
ing. After a fascinating parliamentary
inquiry, with witnesses including Gerry
McCann and Max Mosley, ourselect
committee was due this mormning to con-
sider its long-awaited report on press
standards, privacy and libel.

Instead - like the government, the
Press Complaints Commission and the
police - the select committee on culture,
media and sport had to urgently react to
what has already been dubbed a News
of the World newsroom apparently “out
of control”, and with the alleged knowl-
edge of senior executives.

Two years ago we carried out a short
inquiry into phone hacking by former
NoW royal editor Clive Goodman, who
went to jail. The editor himself, Andy
Coulson, took the rap and resigned. In
our 2007 report, we were incredufous
that the press watchdog failed to inter-
rogate him, nonetheless, as part of its
review into the affair. Also at issue was
illicit media use of private investiga-
tors - and how effective, therefore, press
self-regulation was.

In evidence, News Intermational - its
then chairman Les Hinton - assured us
that it had carried out a rigorous inquiry
and that regarding cash-for-hacking,
Goodman was the “only person” who
knew what was going on. We have
invited Hinton to appear before us again
to ask whether he wishes to correct, or
amplify, his evidence. That recpens our
inquiry and, if we are not satisfied with
the answers, parliament can potentially
take the rare but reputationally serious
step of finding witnesses in contempt.

Today, the PCC said it would act on
any fresh evidence. We are already
revisiting, after the McCann affair, how
effectively self-regulation is work-
ing. But we will want to pursue the
watchdog further, too, over its “phone-
hacking” investigations to date.

Paul Farrelly MP serves on the culture,
media and sport select committee
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News International

Scandal met with silence

Wapping and Westminster are three miles
apart but yesterday the gapbetweenthemwas
much wider. In parliament, MPs were shocked
by the reported scale of the News of the World
phone-tapping scandal, as described by officers
familiar with the case. They were appalied too
by the way the courts permitted a newspaper
company to seal evidence of apparently crimi-
nal behaviour. The Commons culture commit-
tee, under its Tory chair John Whittingdale,
has promised an immediate inquiry, hauling
in media executives and editors, including the
Tory communications chief, Andy Coulson, to
giveevidence.

From News International’s east London
headquarters, though, little was heard, as if
the scandal had happened in a quite differ-
ent organisation, and there were no charges
to answer. The company eventually issued a
statementwhich amounted to littlemore than

atimeline ofthe known elementsofthe tapping
scandal of 2006-07. No facts were disputed.

When the phone-tapping scandal first broke,
in 2007, theestablishment averted itsgaze. The
Commons culture committee held a one-day
hearing; the courts sealed documents and the
Press Complaints Commission was diverted
by the rapid resignation of the man who then
edited the News of the World, Mr Coulson. The
blame was heaped on one supposedly rogue
reporterand hisagent. The Conservative leader
even hired Mr Coulson within months - and
yesterday he was still defending him, uncon-
cerned by the disgraceful nature of his former
paper’s activities.

This time round, there must be a proper
response. The culture committee is one route:
it must ask Mr Coulson, his former executives

Pack Paga 2 of 7
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and reporters what they did and what they
knew. Mr Coulson’s narrow denial yesterday,

focusing on payments made after he left, was
inadequate. The statement from Assistant
Commissioner John Yates was also curious,
confining itself to the activities of the royal
reporter Clive Goodman. But Goodman was
not the reporter who hacked into Gordon Tay-
lor’s phone - the case (known to Scotland Yard)
which led to the secret payment of £406,060
in damages. Mr Yates referred to Goodman’s
“hundreds of potential targets”. Other police
sourcessay the figure runsinto thousandswhen
thework of the newsroomas awhole is consid-
ered. News International’s statement offersno
clarification of the numbersinvolved. Whether
it was hundreds or thousands - attempted or
successful - matters less than the £1m in pay-
ments to ensure that the culture at work in
the organisation remained secret. The police
should share their evidence with MPsso that a
wider public can judge.
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Yard rules out inquiry as hacking row simmers on

»Recriminations fly after allegations that News of
the World phone-hacking targeted 3,000 individuals

» Murdoch’s News Group braced for compensation
claims but Tories stand by director of communications

By Michael Savage

POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

SCOTLAND YARD announced last
night that “no further investigation is
required” into allegations that Rupert
Murdoch’s News Group newspapers
conducted a massive phone-hacking
campaign against up to 3,000 individ-
uals - but the company’s lawyers are
braced for a rash of compensation
claims from public figures who may
have been targefed.

The Metropolitan Police Assistant
Commissioner John Yates cametothe
conclusion after reviewing the case
yesterday. That followed claims that
theformer deputy prime minister John
Prescott was among the victims of a
hacking operation which resulted in
the jailing of Clive Goodman, former
royal editor of the News of the World,
and private investigator Glenn Mul-
caire in 2007, for unlawfully intercept-
ing commumications in an effort tofind
out information-about Prince William.

After being toldby The Guardion that
he had also been a target, Mr Prescott
calledforthe sacking of Andy Coulson,
the director of communications for the
Conservative Party and a former editor
of the News of the World who resigned
at the time of Goodman's convietion.

Aprocession of senjor Labour figures
attempted to heap pressure on David
Cameron and his aide Mr Coulson, sniff-
ingrevenge for the damage inflicted on
the Government by the departure of its
&sgmcedspmdccborMeBrﬂe.

Gordon Brown took time out from
the G8 summit in Italy to say that the
phone-bugging allegaﬁonsraxsed ‘ques-
tions that are serious and will obvious-
ly have tobe answered”. Lord Mandel-
son said the public needed “a proper
explanation of what went on, how it was

126972801 - ADAKAF - 25400502

financed, who was involved, and who
authorised it”, while Alastair Campbell
questioned Mr Coulson's position. Tom
‘Watson, the former Cabinet Office min-
ister who was closeto Mr McBride be-
fore his departure, also chipped in.
But Mr Yates declaredlast night there
was noevidence that Mr Prescotf’s phone
hadbeen tapped. The Crown Prosecu-
tion Service does plan an “urgent” re-
view of the evidence onphone-hacking.
Inspite ofthe police statement, News
Group still faces the possibility of pay-
ing millions in damages fo victims of
phone-hacking It was claimed that Gor-
don Taylor, the chief executive of the
Professional Footballers’ Association,had
been paid £700,000 in an cut-of-court
“gagging” settlement, after being a vie-
tim of the campaign. News Group re-
fused to comment on the allegation.
The Guardion also alleged that News
Group settled claims with two othervie-
tims, paying out £300000, and that “two
orthreethousand” others, including the
actors Jude Law and Gwyneth Paltrow
and the chefNigella Lawson, may have
been targeted by private investigators
hired by Mr Murdocly's journalists.
But Mr Yates said the police ingquiry
had been “solely concerned with phane
tapping” and that detectives were only
aware of this affecting “a much small-
er pool of people”.
Lawyers urge public figures worried

Tait, a media partner at Carter Ruck,
said: “I would encourage those affected
by the activities of the News of the World
to ascertain what information is being
held about them, how it was obtained,
an order for destruction of the informa-
tion, recordings ete - and of course to
seekcompensauon andan

or injunction against the newspaper
group to prevent this happening again.
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Nick Armstrong, amedialawyer with

- the London law firm Charles Russeli,

pointed out: “The damages paid to Gor-
don Taylor were presumably civil dam-
ages for breach of privacy, the sum in-
volved dwarfs the £60,000 previous
record privacy damagesto Max Mosley”

Mr Coulson has always claimed that
he knew nothing of Goodman’s unlaw-
ful methods, despite their wide use. Mr
Cameron insisted yesterday that his
press chief’s job was safe.

The House of Commons select com-
mittee on culture, media and sport will
on Tuesday reopen its inquiry, set up
after the Goodman trial, into howjour-
nalists at; the News of the World obtained
their information. John Whittingdale,
the Tory MP who chairs the commit-
tee, said Mr Coulson was “almost cer-
tain” to be called togive evidence.

Inan embarrassing development for
News Group, the former chairman of
News International, Les Hinton, who
is now chiefexecutive of Dow Jones and
oneof Mr Murdoch's most seniorexec-
utives, is set to be summoned. Mr Hin-
tonassured MPs in 2007 that Goodman
wasacting i of senior News
of the World staff and that his methods
were not used by any other journalists.

Rebekah Wade, a former editor of
The Sun andtheNewsofthe World, will
alsobe asked to provide ewdence. Ms

Wade was recently appointed chief ex-
ecutive of NewsInternational.
Mr Murdoch, whohas placed his son
James in charge of his British media
ions, willbe furious at the devel-
opments. He told Bloomberg News on
Wednesday evening that he had no
knowledge of the alleged payment to
Mr Taylor, adding that “if that had hap-
pened [ would know about it”.
Among the victims of News of the
World stories assessing their chances

of wirming damages v

ZEl
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Las Mol podna,

the Liberal Democrat MP whose rela-

tionship with a male prostitute was ex-

posed by the newspaper in 2006. He

said hewould dernand that the Met and
{ . the Information Cormissioner - whose
™~ office raided and successfully prosecut-
ed a Hampshire private investigating
firm - hand over any details pertaining
to him. “But [ urge caution on wide-
spread attacks onjournalism over this
issue as theremaybe some cases where
it could be justified for good investiga-
tive journalism,” he said.

Tessa Jowell, who was also named
as among those who had allegedly had
her phone tapped, is said to be con-
cerned over the allegations. Vanessa
Feltz and Max Clifford are among those
already consulting their lawyers.

News International said: “Itisinap-
propriateto comment af this time.”

The Regulation of Investigatory Pow-
ers Act creates a criminal offence of
intentionally intercepting a commyuni-
eationinthe course of ts transmission
on a publie telecommunications sys-
tem without lawful authority. The only
defences are if proper authorisation
has beengiven orthereis astrong pub-
. lic interest in bresking the law to re-
‘,,) veal a erime or serious wrongdoing.

7

Hows Group boss Rupert Murdoch and two of the ﬂewsﬂfrbeﬂoﬁdsaliegé;vicﬁms, Paitmw;mdmlmntt
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REVELATIONS OF widespread phone hacking
have landed aspects of British journalism in the
dock. A gallery of accusers, from Peter Mandel-
son to Andrew Neil, have rushed to condenm what
took place But is this pillorying totally justified?
It would seem some newspapers, probably
the majority, have occasionally used unethical
methods to gain information. it would also ap-
pear that some of this was in pursuit of stories
that were not genuinely in the public interest.
Such behaviour should not be defended, nor
excused. Yet some perspective is needed. The
outrage expressed by some of the politicians in
this affair is out of proportion to the scale of the
alleged breaches of privacy. There is also some
score-settling going on. Many of the parliamen-

126967608 - ADAKAF - 25397370

tarians lining up to kick the press are extract-
ing their revenge for what they see as their un-
fair treatment by the media, most noteably dur-
ing the recent expenses scandal.

Others are extracting partisan advantage out
or the affair by demanding the resignationof Andy
Coulson, a former editor implicated in the abus-
es whoisnow head of communications for David
Cameron. We also need to recognise that some
politicians have an agenda that goes beyond en-
suring that journalists stay firmly within the law.
There are elements in Westminster who believe
that the press needs to be cut down to size.

This affair should not become an excuse for
curbing the freedom of the media toinvestigate
publicfigures. Many areasof public life in Britain

Pack Page 2 of 2

The press must not be cowed

remain shrouded in secrecy. Despite the pass-
ing of the Freedomof Information Aect, our right
to access information on how we are governed
ig still limited. Moreover we are moving the
wrong way. A privacy law is being constructed
by stealth in the courts. And, while politicians
hyperventilate about pressintrusion, the state
is accruing greater powers to pry into the pri-
vate livesof ordinary people.

Many people in positions of power would much
prefer asupine and cowed mediz. But that would
not make our democracy healthier. Nor would
it do anything for the cause of privacy We should
ignore the hysteria and remember that, although
a free press can be a blunt tool, it remainsfar
preferable to any of the alternatives.
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Hunting nuggets in the
public interest — or just
to interest the public?

Analysis Dominic Kennedy, Investigations Editor

ime was when a reporter

looking for a private

address would go into a

library and spend hours

poring over an electoral
roll. Or, to trace a home from a
car numberplate they would write
to DVLA describing a fictitious
bump and request the address for
insurance purposes. Did nobody in
Swansea wonder why so many
potential suitors of young Royals
seemed to be involved in
non-injury collisions?

As for checking a criminal
record, you just had to know an
obliging police officer who would
make a quick phone call for you.

I was once arrested for
“interfering with the Royal Mail”
for trying to get suspected
terrorists’ names from an IRA safe
house by gefting a postman to
show me the envelopes from his
bag. No charges were pressed.

‘J The rise in computer databases

created an opportunity for Fleet
Street to reduce the tedium and,
sometimes, to outsource the
skulduggery to private detectives.
An information market arose
selling details about individuals so
that hackers could trace their
movements, benefit claims,
shopping habits and phone calls.

Newspapers have long paid for
stories. The popular press in
particular relies on scoops
acquired with a chequebook. On
the Daily Mail, 1 found that £7500
was the magic number that tarned
protests about an invasion of
m_'l"_;l%into a willingness to talk.

ut the new phenomenon was

the arrival of professional
information mongers. Any hacker
knowing the right passwords
could get access to personal
computer information — often at
call centres. The private detective
just needed to pose as, say, a

health worker to check details.
Once one newspaper started
hiring these gumshees, rivals were
obliged to follow. It became
standard practice to ring an
investigator and request all
manner of information to avoid
being beaten to the story.

The amount of detail available
could be remarkable. For £50 or
£100 it was possible to get an
address from a car registration
number; an individual’s social
security claims from their address;
travel arrangements from
computerised flight lists. Do you
know the most important detail to
trace the most reclusive person?
Their GP’s address. Everybody
needs a GP to access the health
service and the family doctor is
local, so it is easy to narrow the
search. The best key to getting
useful information from
databases? A date of birth.

In practice, there seemed to be
no law against all this. Journalists
were far from the only market for
these private investigators or Pls
— their other main clients were
the legal profession. The Data
Protection Act forbids the misuse
of private data, but there is a
public interest defence. Journalists
would usually be confident that
they could mount such an

argument should the need arise.
The tide turned with the
Regulation of Investigatory
Powers Act of 2000, which deait
with phone tapping. By defining
the narrow circumstances in
which it was legal to intercept
telephone calls, everything else
was outlawed. Now only the police
and spies can tap phones legally.

The Act coincided with the
rapid growth of mobile tefephones
and voicemail. Pls had been able
to provide two main types of
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information from any phone
number: “Friends and Family” or

recently dialled numbers. But any
child could intercept voicemail as
a party trick. Mobiles provide
remote access to messages
protected by a password, but most
users forget to set a password so it
remains a default, such as 1234,
and can be easily guessed.

Sunday news reporters are
particula rable to laws
against intrusion because they
survive entirely on exclusives and
there is a great temptation to push
the envelope. It is be hard to offer
a public interest defence if a
pursued celebrity has been
gfarmlessly pursuing their private

e.

Today the line between

legitimate and illegal databases is
still a bit shaky. Every newspaper
has some form of searchable
electoral roll to trace home
addresses and phone numbers
quite legally. Access to the
computerised births, marriages
and deaths register provides
crucial detail about generations of
family history. Databases of
company directors provide dates
of birth and home addresses.
These are all paid-for services.

Other databases such as car
numberplates, credit history and
criminal records are protected by
the Data Protection Act —
although not if the public interest
can be invoked. What may seem
like an intrusion info privacy, a
search of a database, can lead to
information that is clearly in the
public interest to disclose.

What about the tip-off that a
woman deported to Britain after a
welfare scandal abroad is living off
social security benefits in this
country? Without using a Pl to
find her address, it would have

ible to interview her

about how much ske cEimed ™

What about a journalist’s
investigation into a mosque linked
to radical terrorists inciting
teenagers to racial hatred and the
killing of Jews? Is it wrong for a

reporter to find out a suspicious
preacher’s home address by
checking his car number?

The Information Commissioner
has warned journalists that he will
prosecute for infringements, and
in practice there is a daily
dilemma about what is acceptable.
‘When a suspected serial murderer

of prostitutes was arrested and his
car seized by police, did the Press
check the numberplate to get his
identity? You bet they did — and
the interested public read about it
the next day.
dkennedy@thetimes.co.uk
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Prosecution chief
orders fresh 1ook
at phone-tapping
investigation files

Sean O’Neill Crime Editor

Prosecutors began an urgent review
yesterday of case files relating to the
tapping of telephones belonging to
prominent politicians, sportsmen and
celebrities.

Keir Starmer, QC, the Director of
Public Prosecutions, ordered a re-
newed examination of the successful
case against a News of the World jour-
nalist and a private investigator. Clive
Goodman, the newspaper's former
royal editor, and Glen Mulcaire, the
investigator, were jailed in January
2007 for intercepting the voicemail
messages of Clarence House aides.

The Guardian newspaper has
claimed that thousands of people,
including MPs, footballers, actors,
models and other journalists, had their
phone messages illegally hacked into.

It was further alleged that many of
Goodman and Mulcaire’s “targets”,
including the former Deputy Prime
Minister John Prescott, were not told by
police about the threat to their privacy.

Mr Starmer said he had “no reason
to consider that there was anything in-
appropriate in the prosecutions that
were undertaken in this case”. Never-
theless, he had ordered prosecution
lawyers to conduct an urgent examina-
tion of the material supplied by the
police three years ago. He wanted to
satisfy himself and assure the public

126977226 - ADAKAF - 25402353

that the appropriate actions were
taken, Mr Starmer said.

The Metropolitan Police rejected
calls for a fresh criminal inquiry into
the affair and said that it had been
comprehensively investigated by some
of its most experienced detectives.

Assistant Commissioner John Yates
said that Goodman and Mulcaire had
engaged in a sophisticated and wide-
ranging conspiracy to gather private
and personal data, principally about

_high-profile figures. “Their potential

targets may have run into hundreds of
people, but our inquiries showed that
they only used the [tapping] tactic
against a far smaller number.”

Mr Prescott had written to Sir Paul
Stephenson, the Met Commissioner,
to ask if he had been a target, but Mr
Yates said: “This investigation has not
uncovered any evidence to suggest
that John Prescott’s phone had been
tapped No additional evidence has
come to light since this case has con-
cluded. 1 therefore consider that no
further investigation is required.”

Where there had been dear evi-
dence that people’s phones had been
tapped, they had all been contacted by
the police. Mr Yates added, however,
that he would take further steps to en-
sure that those who suspected they
might have been targets was given
advice on protecting their privacy.

The investigation into Goodman

and Mulcaire began in December

Pack Page 2 of 4

2005 when the Yard received a com-
plaint that the telephones of senior
royal aides had been tapped. Suspi-
cions arose after an item about Prince
William suffering a knee injury ap-
peared in the newspaper’s gossip col-
umn. Because of the Royal Family’s in-
volvement, the case was taken on by
Counter Terrorism Command, then
led by Deputy Assistant Commission-
er Peter Clarke.

Goodman’s relationship with Mul-
caire was discovered and the two men
put under surveillance. Detectives
established that the pair had obtained
the override passwords that mobile
networks could use to access custom-
ers’ voicemails and were using them
against a small group of people.

When Mulcaire’s office in Cheam,
southwest London, was raided, detec-
tives found “a war room” where he
had compiled vast amounts of informa-
tion about figures in public life. How-
ever, evidence of phone tapping ap-
plied to only a few of those in whom
Mulcaire had taken an interest.

In his statement, Mr Yates said:
“One was a private detective and one
was a journalist. It is reasonable there-
fore to expect them to be in possession
of data about such matters as it's part
and parcel of their job. Our inquiries
were solely concerned with phone tap-
ping. This, as far as we are aware, af-
fected a much smaller ofnoonlar

The investigation pr ‘f
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ecution in the cases where detectives
had uncovered the strongest evidence
of criminality. Goodrnan adraitted con-
spiracy fo intercept telephone commu-
nications. Mulcaire admitted the same
charge and five similar counts.

The Old Bailey heard that they
tapped into 609 messages left for the
Clarence House staff. Mulcaire also
admitted hacking into the phones of
Elle Macpherson, the model, Simon
Hughes, the Liberal Democrat MP,
Max Clifford, the publicist, and Gor-
don Taylor, the chairman of the Profes-
sional Foothallers’ Association.

A media law firm said last night that
it had a list of about 12 people who
might join in a “class action” for dam-
ages if phones were tapped.

The hunters and
the hunted:

wh

the controversy

there ls n

his phone was tapped

Jotur Prascolt was a
target, but police say

Kelr Starmer, the DPP,

0s who in

Gordon Tayior sued
the Mews of the World,
but settled out of court

sosssetannssnserasatataLs

Richard Thomas, as

The Mat chief Sir Daul

! Stephenson has been | Information
o evidence : approached by 1 Commissioner,
: Prescott : compiled dossler

g RS

David Cameron, Tory A story about Pringe
s reviewing the jeader, Is standing by ‘Willimds Injured knee
newspaper hacking Coulson as his director ; sparked the Operation
casa files of communications Motorman ineulry

The model Efie
Macpherson had her
phone tapped by

Mulcalre

mosesbrsesestasanaaan
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Les Hinton, the former
Hews International
chalrman, Is to be
guestioned by MPs

The publicist Max
Clifford also had his
phone calls
frlercepted

sasosunasaarasance

easineveanenenns
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Met refuses to reopen
Murdoch papers probe

Police inquiry

By Megan Murphy
and Salamander Davoudi

The Metropolitan Police has
refused to reopen a criminal
investigation into allega-
tions that journalists at
Rupert Murdoch’s News
Corporation illegally tapped
into the mobile phones of
hundreds of high-profile fig-
ures, saying “no additional
evidence had come to
]ight”.

John Yates, assistant
commissioner, last night
launched a robust defence
of an earlier investigation
into the claims, which even-
tually saw one former News
of the World reporter, Clive
Goodman, and one private
investigator, Glenn Mul-
caire, jailed for a variety of
hacking offences in 2007.

“Our inquiries found that
these two men had the abil-
ity to illegally intercept
mobile phone voicemails,
commonly known as phone-
tapping,” Mr Yates said at a
packed press conference
outside Scotland Yard.

“Their potential targets
may have run into hun-
dreds of people, but our
inquiries showed that they
only used the tactic against
a far smaller number of
individuals... In the vast
majority of cases there was
insufficient evidence to
show that tapping had actu-
ally been achieved.”

Mr Yates, who is fre-

quently tasked with inquir-
ies that attract intense pub-
lic and media interest, had
been asked to review the
case by Sir Paul Stephen-
son, the Metropolitan Police
commissioner, following
yesterday’s claims by The
Guardian newspaper.

While the Met’s decision
not to reopen the investiga-
tion effectively ruled out
further criminal prosecu-
tions, lawyers said it was
still open for potential vic-
tims to bring civil lawsuits.

The Guardian claimed
that News Corp had already
paid hundreds of thousands
of pounds to settle civil
cases brought by Gordon

‘The practice of
phone message

tapping [is]
deplorable’

Statement by Press
Complaints Commission

Taylor, the chief executive
of the Professional Football-
ers’ Association, and at
least two other high-profile
figures.

A court order barring
access to documents in Mr
Taylor’s case was put in
place in September 2008,
according to the judicial
communications office.

“I think the biggest con-
cern for News International
is their brand,” said Neal
Gibson, partner at Nabarro,
the law firm. “These are

Pack Page 2 of 6

very serious allegations. If
there has been a systematic
abuse of privacy laws and
that message is repeated
again in a civil context, it
could have severe ramifica-
tions for the brand and the
key individuals associated
with the corporation.”

News Corporation
declined to comment.

Mr Yates yesterday
explicitly rejected specula-
tion that John Prescott,
former deputy prime minis-
ter, had been one of the tar-
gets of the alleged hacking
operation.

The Crown Prosecution
Service also damped specu-
lation about a wideranging
criminal probe, although it
said it would review the
evidence presented in the
Goodman and Mulcaire
prosecution.

The Press Complaints
Commission, frequently
criticised for its failure to
crack down on “rogue”
journalistic practices, said
it would investigate The
Guardian’s allegations
“without delay”.

“The PCC has previously
made clear that it finds the
practice of phone message
tapping deplorable.”

The BCC issued specific
recommendations to pub-
lishers to ensure such prac-
tices were eliminated, but it
did not censure the News of
the World and dropped a
plan to interview Andy
Coulson when he resigned
as editor in January 2007
after the Goodman trial.
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“Without fear and without favour”

Friday July 10 2009

In the gutter, but
spying on the stars

British journalism needs to raise its standards

Journalism, largely an activity in
the private sector, finds its public
purpose in claiming to hold power
to account, in providing an accessi-
ble record of significant events and
decisions and in giving space to
diverse opinion.

At least until recent years, a
market in information, analysis
and revelation could be both prof-
jtable and civic. From the 19th cen-
tury, journalism developed an
ethic — that it was a craft which
guarded the public interest. Most
democratic societies have, in
effect, licensed journalism to bend
or breach laws others must
observe in pursuit of information
in that interest.

But there is no such defence
available for newspapers on “fish-
ing expeditions” systematically
paying for the illegal hacking of
mobile phones of high profile
figures - as yesterday’s Guardian
allegés occurféd WithHiA Rupétt
Murdoch’s UK press empire.

Many of these events are alleged
to have taken place at the News of
the World under the editorship of
Andy Coulson, who resigned two
years ago after one of his reporters
and a private investigator were
jailed for hacking. Mr Coulson,

126973531 - ADAKAF - 25400695

who said he had no knowledge of
these activities, is now communi-
cations chief to David Cameron,
the Conservative leader. Yester-

day’s allegations raise serious
questions about his suitability to
be a close aide to a possible future
prime minister.

Richard Thomas, the former
information commissioner, who

did much to publicise newspapers’

dirty tricks, called for these to
carry custodial sentences. The gov-
ernment brought in corresponding
amendments to the Data Protec-
tion Act last year - then, after lob-
bying from editors, suspended
them. They can, however, be acti-
vated on the say-so of the justice
secretary. There is evidence that
newspaper practices in this area
have improved over the past cou-
ple of years, and this needs to be
sustained to keep the threat of
-government intervention. at-bay. .

More generally, British journal-
ism needs to raise its standards to
ward off the danger of statutory
regulation. The self-regulatory
Press Complaints Commission
should be transformed from a pas-
sive fielder of complaints to an
authoritative setter of standards, a

Pack Page 2 of 5§

forum for debate within and out-
side of journalism, and an ombuds-
man for members of the public
individually, and the public inter-
est as a whole. Journalism faces
many pressures: its survival as a
necessary democratic actor
depends on confronting its faults.
These are many, but not incurable.
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Tory relief as
- police say no
to new phone
tap inquiry

ROSS LYDALL
POLITICAL EDITOR

DAVID Cameron’s decision to
stand by a controversial spin
doctor looked to be vindicated
last night, when police refused
to reopen an investigation into
ille; hone-tappi

1%?2 %ory leader lhlia% faced the
prospect of a massive biow to
his credibility when his director
of communications, Andy Coul-
son, a former editor of the News
of the World, was linked to
claims that the paper had used
phone-tapping on a huge scale.

This was said to have involved
accessing mobile phone voice-
mail messages of up to 3,000
prominent people, such as for-
merdeputyprime minister John
Prescott, Olympics minister Tessa
Jowell, London mayor BorisJohn-
son, TV cook Nigella Lawson,
singer George Michaelandactress
Gwyneth Paltrow.

But the Metropolitan Police
announced yesterday thatit was
not reopening a case that re-
sulted in the jailing in January
2007 of News of the World royal

126972723 - ADAKAF - 25400030

editor Clive Goodman and a pri-
vate detective he had employed
to obtain confidential informa-
ton about Prince William.

Mr Coulson quit as editor at
that time, saying he had “ulti-
mate responsibility”.

Mr Cameron had faced callsin
the Commons to sack Mr Coul-
son,whowasappointed his com-
munications chief in June 2007
and is regarded as one of his key
aides. Mr Prescott and former
home secretary Charles Clarke
were among those who de-
manded he be axed.

This followed revelations yes-
terday that News Group News-
papers - the owner of the News
of the World - had paid more

an £1 million to prevent cases
coming to court that would have
revealed the scale of illegal
phone tapping at the paper and
its sister title, the Sun.

Theallegations led toan emer-
gency statement in the Com-
mons and a statement by Prime
Minister Gordon Brown, in Italy
for the G8 summit, who said:
“There are questions that have to
be answered.”

But shortly after 5pm, John
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Yates, the Met’s assistant com-
missioner,said the 2007 case was
not being reopened.

In a carefully worded state-
ment, hesaid:“Noadditional evi-
dence has come tolightsince this
case has conchuded. I therefore

consider that no further investi-
gation is required.”

He said initial investiga-
tion had found a “sophisticated
and wide-ranging conspiracy”,
with hundreds of potential
eavesdropping targets, but po-
lice had been able to prove “only
a few” people had been victims
of phone-tapping. There was“no
evidence” to suggest Mr Pres-
cott’s phone had been tapped.

Mr Yates went on: “However, [
do recognise the very real con-
cerns, expressed today by a num-
ber of people who believe that
their privacy may have been in-
truded upon.

“1 therefore need to ensure
that we have been diligent, rea-
sonable and sensible, and taken
all proper steps to ensure that
where we have evidence that
people have been the subject of
any form of phone-tapping, or

Article Page 1 of 5

that there is any suspicion that
they might have been, that they
have been informed.”

Nevertheless, the Crown Pros-
ecution Service (CPS) ordered a
review of the evidence that had
been supplied to it by police.

MPs on the Commons culture
comimittee also announced the
reopening of an investigation
into phone-tapping, with Mr
Coulson’s old boss, Les Hinton,
due to appear next week. Mr
Coulson could also be called.

All day, Mr Cameron had
stood by his communications
chief, saying he believed in “giv-
ing people a second chance”.

Mr Coulson hasalways denied
knowledge of the actions of his
former reporter Goodman.

Keir Starmer, QC, Director of
Public Prosecutions, said: “In the
light of the fresh allegations that
have been maz%eh;vsol;l;c preh‘demi-

inquiries have been under-
I;l:cyn and [ have now ordered an
urgentexamination of themate-
rial that was supplied to the CPS
by the police three years ago.

“I am taking this action to sat-

el€an doccara tha mblia .
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in relation to that material”

There were also calls for the
matter to be taken out of the
Met's hands. Liberal Democrat
home affairs spokesman Chris
Huhne said a full-scale inquiry
should be conducted indepen-
dentlyof theMet. This wasneces-
sary to ensure allegations that
the Met and the CPS had not
acted in other cases, for fear of
upsetting major media organi-
sations, could be disproved.

He said: “An independent in-
quiry by either the Independent

Police Complaints Commission
or another police force would be
more appropriate than a further
investigation by the Met.

“Why did prosecutions not
take place? Why were the vic-
tims of tapping not informed?
These are matters the Metropoli-
tan Police must answer.’

Mr Cameron said: “Its wrong
for newspapers to breach peo-
ple’s privacy with no justifica-
tion. That is why Andy Coulson
resigned as editor of the News of
the World two and a half years
ago. Of course, I knew about that
resignation before offering him
the job. But I believe in giving
people a second chance.

“As director of communica-
tions for the Conservatives, he
doesan excellent jobin a proper,
upright way at all times.”

The Press Complaints Com-
mission said it would
investigate any suggestions of
“further transgressions” sinceits
2007 inquiry into the use of sub-
terfuge by journalists. “The PCC
has previously made clear thatit
finds the practice of phone mes-

sage tapping deplorable,” it said.

rlydali@scotsman.com
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Trail began with hacking of royal phones

What is the basis of the row
over phone-tappinq?

The story has its roots in a court
case that saw a journalist, Clive

investigato

jailed in early 2007 after backing
into the phones of three staff
working for the Royal Famnily.

A series of stories about
Prince William had been run in
Mr Goodman's paper, the News
of the World, based on
information known only to a
tiny mumber of people. This
raised security concerns and
prompted a police
nvestigation. The new
revelations suggested that the
News of the World and its
stablemate, The Sun, had been
conducting illegal phone
tapping on a massive scale,
targeting between 2,000 to
3,000 prominent people

Who were the alleged victims of
the phone-tapping?

They ranged from John Prescott,
the former deputy prime
minister, to Gwyneth Paltrow,
Nigella Lawson, Boris ]ohnson
and Lenny Henry.

However, the Metropolitan
Police said last night it had
found no evidence that Mr
Prescott’s phone had been

tapped.

Why are the latest revefations
judged so controversial?

The new claims were based
upon information used in
several law suits but which had
never previously been made
public. The cases included a
daim brought by Gordon
Taylor, the former chief
executive of the Professional
Footballers' Association, who
sued the News of the World's
owners after daiming that
senior newspaper executives
must have known about the
behaviour of Goodman and
Mulcaire. It was only on
Wednesday night that it
emerged Mr Taylor had received
£700,000 to agree to drop his
case and sign a confidentiality

clause. This is because there was
thought to be evidence in the
case showing that the paper was
carrying out phone-tapping on
a massive scale.

Does this have political
ramifications?
Yes. The politician most at risk is
David Cameron, the Tory leader.
His current director of
communications is Andy
Coulson, who was News of the
World editor at the time of the
court case involving Goodman
and Mulcaire. Mr Coulson
resigned as editor on the same
day that Goodman was
sentenced to four months in
prison, but maintained he had
no knowledge of the illegal
phone-tappmg which
Goodman was said to have
hidden from his bosses by
ifying dlaims to allow money

to be paid to Mulcaire for
information he used in stories.
Mr Coulson merely said that he
was resigning as he accepted the
buck stopped with the editor.

Yesterday, Mr Cameron stood
by Mr Coulson, in the face of

demands from John Prescott
and former Home Secretary
Charles Clarke for him to be
sacked. Mr Coulson is regarded
as akey lieutenant in “Teamn
Cameron”, amajor player able to
understand the demands of the
media

Were the alleged victims aware
that their phones were being
tapped?

Apparenﬂy not. John Prescott

he was unaware. Others,
such as Liberal Democrat MP
Simon Hughes, who gave
evidence in Goodman’s trial,
knew his phone had been
tapped.

MPs demanded yesterday
that the Metropolitan Police
contact people thought to have
had their phone tapped. But

experts said there was no
obligation on the police to do
this.

The other revelation was that
the secrecy deal on the Taylor
case prevented the activities of
another private investigator
hired by other media from
coming to light.
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lister in via the mabile phone

IT IS the stuff of spy thrillers,
but technology experts
3 hat tapping a mobile

self, and the four-digit
e used to gain remote
othe phone's

he affém&tilves are to

pany that connects the
which would effectively

i sting the help of a
yeeé - or seeking

ening devices to

“track aconversation as it
takes piace.
L The latter aptionis said to

be the most costly and least
likaly to sucéeed as a result of
the increasing complexity of
mobile phones and the fact
that voice messagés are now
transmitted digitally.

ft requires the use of 3 mini

‘gadget in the close vicinity of -

. phone into thinking it is its

~ dialling a number - normally

‘messages, only a few are

the phone, which fools the

“pase station™from which
signals are transferred.

| Mobile usersareable to
retriéve their message’s by

the number of their phone ~
and then entéring a personal
security code. But the vast
majority of users fail to -
protect their messages by
neglecting to use a PlN.code _
or by keeping it as.an-easily
guessed-aumber or the

However, as'the

Metropalitan Police’s

assistant commissioner

John Yates, suggested :
yesterday, the resuits are not .
guaranteed. While many
attempts may have been

made {g access phone
conversations or stored

successful, Mr Yates claimed.
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Royal stories revealed a tale of
phones, hacks and celebrities

"Top names

) targeted’ in

scandal that
led to jailing
of journalist

Rob Waugh

THE roots of the furore sur-
rounding the use of illegal phone
hacking by the News of the World
can be traced back to two stories
filed by former royal editor Clive
Goodman in 2005.

They were less than earth shat-
tering — one involved an injury to
Prince William'’s knee, the other
an ITN journalist lending the
Prince filming equipment. But

. what both had in common was

e ) that virtually no one outside a

Produced by Durrants under licence from the NLA (newspapers), CLA (magazines) or other copyright owner. No further copying (including
printing of digital cuttings), digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the copyright owner.
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very close circle in the royal
household could possibly
have known about either.

Following complaints by
Clarence House, Scotland
Yard launched an inquiry and
arrested Goodman in August
2006, along with private investi-
gator Glenn Mulclaire.

During the court case that fol-
lowed, it emerged that the news-
Eaper had cast its net wider than

rince William, his brother
Prince Harry and their father the
Prince of Wales. How wide is now
beginning to become clear.

hile Goodman was jailed for
four months for conspiring with
Mulclaire to tap into voicemail
messages of the royal household
the private investigator was
jailed for six months after plead-
ing guilty to five more charges
which involved accessing other
voicemail messages for publicist

126969221 - ADAKAF - 25397476

Max Clifford, football agent Sky
Andrew, Professional Foot-
ballers’ Association (PFA) chair-

man Gordon Taylor, MP Simon
Hughes and supermodel Elle
Macpherson.

The scandal quickly ended
Andy Coulson’s reign as editor of
the News of the World. He
announced his resignation
shortly after the pair were sen-
tenced in January 2007, saying
Goodman’s actions were “entirely
wrong” and that he “deeply
regretted” what had happened.

ritically, Mr Coulson insisted he
knew nothing about the affair and
had resigned only because the ille-
gal tapping had happened on his
watch. But the sheer scale of

Khone-tapping now alleged to
ave taken place has brought Mr
Coulson’s assertion back into the
spotlight, along with questions
about whether other senior figures
at Rupert Murdoch’s News Group,
which owns the News of the World,
knew what was going on.

The full extent is beginning to
unravel as a result of legal action
brought by Gordon Taylor, who
sued News Group after his name
emerged as a tappini/[tar et in
the Goodman case. Mr Taylor
refused to accept the illegal
activity could not have been
known by senior executives and

News International paid him a

Pack Page 6 of 7

total of £700,000 in costs and
damages in an out-of-court set-
tlement which also tied the PFA
chairman to a secrecy clause.
But details of evidence gath-
ered in that case have found
their way into the public domain
via The Guardian and it is the
revelation that allegedly many
hundreds of public ggures were
bugged that threatens to blow a
very chill wind through the corri-
cPiors of Scotland Yard, the Tory
arty and the Press Complaints
Qp_nilmissian, as well as News
Group. Among those named as

being targeted are ex-Deputy
Prime Minister John Prescott,
London Mayor Boris Johnson,
actress Gwyneth Paltrow and
celebrity cook Nigella Lawson.
Metropolitan Police Commis-
sioner Sir Paul Stephenson has
said he wants to quickly estab-
lish the facts amid claims police
failed to investigate widescale
alleged criminality. Mr Prescott
has said the episode reflected
badly on the police and he
wanted to know why he hadn't
beentold his ghone was tapped.

The Press Complaints Com-
mission will come under pres-
sure after its earlier probe
accepted the News of the World's
evidence Goodman was a “rogue
element” and no one else knew
about phone-tapping.

And the role of Mr Coulson,

Article Page 1 of 2
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‘ - appointed by Tory leader David

Ce ) Cameron as party communica-

© tions chief in 2007, is already

under intense scrutiny. Mr

Cameron's initial response was

to insist he was “very relaxed”

about the revelations. Whether

he remains as relaxed if and

when further information
emerges remains to be seen.

rob.waugh@ypn.co.uk

: - / ‘ . ,, v ; g 1 .
4 WRONG CALL: Above from Isft, actress Garyneth Paltrow, former Depsty Prime Minkster Jolm Prescots, eelebrity ook Migela Lawson and London Mayor Boils
- Jobnson are pened a% among those snooped uporn. bwet, Clive Goodman, former Mews of the World royal editor, jailed for plotiing to hack tophone messages.
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YORKSHIRE POST

“The Yorkshire Post will lay before the public information

both exhaustive and precise.”
FOUNDED AS THE LEEDS INTEHLIGENCER, 1754

Calls grow for
Coulson to quit

Cameron aide in ‘phone-tap’ storm

IT is scandalous that a red-
top tabloid newspaper
should have, apparently,
spent a small fortune on
tapping the voice-mails of
politicians and celebrities
in search, presumably, of
personal tittle-tattle as well
as snippets of more serious
information.

It is hardly less scandalous
that the Metropolitan
Police chose not to inform
the victims of this grubby
and illegal activity that their
privacy had been
compromised, even as a
series of quiet legal
settlements was being
concluded to keep the
whole matter secret.

Phone-tapping should be
the sole preserve of the
police and security services
in pursuit of criminals and
terrorists. Tavls']gets of the
News of the World as diverse
as John Prescott and
Gwyneth Paltrow are rightly
furious that the privacy of
their telephone
conversations has been
compromised.

In Mr Prescott’s case, the
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eavesdropping may have

- taken place while he was

Deputy Prime Minister,
which is a grave intrusion
with implications for
national security.

The announcement, by
the Met, that it is not to
carry out an investigation,
is baffling; it has serious
questions to answer about
what the police knew and
when.

Action is also required by

the Press Complaints
Commission and the
Commons Culture Select
Committee to establish
the extent of phone-
tapi)ing by agents of
tabloid newspapers, and
subject those who run
these publications to the
closest scrutiny over their
justification for such a
practice.

There is one other person
who must ask himself
searching questions over
this affair - David
Cameron. It raises
uncomfortable questions
about his judgment in
appointing Andy Coulson
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as his media chief.

It was always a risky
strategy to employ a man
who had resigned in
disgrace after the previous
phone-tapping scandal.

new disclosures, and
the demands for Mr
Coulson to be sacked, are
an acute embarrassment
for the Tory leader, who
may find, as Tony Blair
found before him, that
when the spin doctor
becomes the story, the
only way to limit the
damage is by a swift parting
of the ways.
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New probe into paper
. phone hacking claim

STAIlS TARGETED: L.aw chief to re-examine evidence

By Press Association reporters

PROSECUTORS are to look again at claims of
alleged phone hacking by the News of the World,
it was announced last night.

Keir Starmer QC, the Director of Public
Prosecutions, said he had ordered an “urgent
examination” of material provided by the police
three years ago. The announcement came as
police said they would not be mounting a new
investigation into claims thousands of public fig-
ures had their phones hacked.

Mr Starmer said he wanted to reassure him-
self and the public that “appropriate actions”
were taken over the material He said he

to make a further statement in “coming
days”. He added: “I have no reason to consider
that there was anything inappropriate in the
prosecutions that were undertaken in this case.
In the light of the fresh allegations that have
been made, some preliminary inquiries have
been undertaken and I have now ordered an
urgent examination of the material that was sup-
plied to the CPS (Crown Prosecution Service) by
the police three years ago.”

Earlier, Scotland Yard ruled out a fresh probe
into the allegations, after new claims were made
in The Guardian newspaper yesterday.

Metropolitan Police Assistant Commissioner
John Yates said police had seen no additional evi-
dence since its last investigation, which ended
with the jailing of News of the World royal
reporter Clive Goodman in 2007. Mr Yates also
said detectives had found no evidence that former
deputy prime minister John Prescott’s phone was
tapped. But he said police would now inform any
potential victims that their phone may have been
hacked where there was any suspicion.

Goadman.was jailed for four months and pri-
vate investigator Glen Mulcaire for six months
after they were found guilty of phone hacking.
The scandal led to the resignation of then News
of the World editor Andy Coulson, who is now
the Tories’ PR chief. Conservative leader David
Cameron has defended his director of communi-
cations as Labour MPs demanded his sacking.

The cross-party Culture, Media and Sport
Select Committee announced yesterday that it
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was reopening an inquiry it held after Goodman
was jailed. The committee’s chairman, Tory MP
John Whittingdale, the MP for Maldon and East
Chelmsford, said it would be asking former News
International chief Les Hinton whether he
wished to amend his previous assertion that no
other journalists. knew of Mr Goodman’s activi-
ties. He said the committee may also call Mr
Coulson to give evidence, among several News
International executives.

Those allegedly targeted by the News of the
World included former deputy prime minister
John Prescott, Mayor of London Boris Johnson

and celebrities including actress Gwyneth
Paltrow and celebrity chef Nigella Lawson.

The Press Complaints Commission (PCC) said
it would investigate any suggestions of “further
transgressions” since its 2007 inquiry into the
use of subterfuge by jourmalists. The furore
broke after the Guardian reported that News
Group Newspapers, which publishes the News of
the World, had paid more than £1million to settle
cases that threatened to reveal evidence of its
journalists’ alleged involvement in telephone
hacking. It quoted sources saying police found
evidence of News Group staff using private

investigators who hacked into “thousands” of
mobile phones.

Last night, the publisher of the News of the
World defended its journalists and said it would
not “shirk from vigorously defending our right
and proper role to expose wrongdoing”. A News
International statement stressed its staff have
been told that they must operate within the law
and the industry’s code of conduct, adding how-
ever, that the Information Comrmissioner identi-
fied 31 newspapers and magazines said to have
used private investigators in 2006.

Editorial Comment: Page 24
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Phone-hacking claims to be re-examined
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS ORDERS URGENT REVIEW

PROSECUTORS are to look
again at claims of alleged
phone hacking by the News of
the World, it was announced
last night.

Keir Starmer QC, the di-
rector of public prosecutions,
said he had ordered an “ur-
gent examination” of mate-
rial provided by the police
three years ago.

The announcement came
as police said they would not
be mounting a new inves-
tigation into claims thou-
sands of public figures had
their phones hacked.

Mr Starmer said he wanted
to reassure himself and the

Keir Starmer: review

public that “appropriate ac-
tions” were faken over the
material. He said: “In the
light of the fresh allegations

that have been made, some
preliminary inquiries have
been undertaken and 1 have
now ordered an urgent ex-
amination of the material
that was supplied to the CPS
by the police three years
a’go.”
. Earlier, Scotland Yard ruled
out a fresh probe into the
allegations, after new claims
were made in The Guardian
newspaper yesterday.
Metropolitan Police Assis-
tant Commissioner John
Yates said police had seen no
additional evidence since its
last investigation, which end-
ed with the jailing of News of

the World royal reporter Clive
Goodman in 2007

Mr Yates also said detec-
tives had found no evidence
that former deputy prume
minister John Prescott’s
phone was tapped.

But he said police would
now inform any potential vic-
tims that their phone may
have been hacked where
there was any suspicion.

Goodman was jailed for
four months and private in-
vestigator Glenn Mulcaire for
six months after they were
found guilty of phone hack-
ing. The scandal led to the

CONTINUED ON PAGE S5
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Claims
prompt
‘urgent’
review
PHONE-TAPPING
PROBE TO REOPEN

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
resignation of then News
of the World editor Andy
Coulson, who is now the
Tories’ PR chief.

Conservative leader
David Cameron has de-
fended his director of com-
munications as Labour
MPs lined up to demand

The cross-party culture,
media and sport select
committee said yesterday
it was reopening an in-
quiry it held after Good-
man was jailed.

The committee’s chair-
man, Tory MP John Whit-
tingdale, said it would ask
former News Internation-
al chief Les Hinton
whether he wished to
amend his previous asser-
tion that no other jour-
nalists knew of Mr Good-
man’s activities. He said
the committee may also
call Mr Ceulson to give
evidence, among several
present and former News
International executives.

Those allegedly targeted
by the News of the World
included ex-deputy prime
minister John Prescott,
London mayor Boris John-
son and celebrities includ-
ing Gwyneth Paltrow and
Nigella Lawson.

Mr Yates said the inquiry
had not uncovered any ev-
idence to suggest that Mr
Prescott’s phone had been
tapped.

The Press Complaints
Commission said it would
investigate any sugges-
tions of “further transgres-
sions” since its 2007 in-
quiry into the use of
subterfuge by journalists.

The furore broke after
the Guardian reported
that News Group News-
papers, which publishes
the News of the World, had
paid out more than £1mil-
lion to settle cases that
threatened to reveal evi-
dence of its journalists’ al-
leged involvement in tele-
phone hacking.
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Police rule out probe into claims
celebrities’ phones were tapped

Tory leader

‘.\ backs his spin
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doctor over
allegations

TORCUIL CRICHTON
CHIEF UK POLITICAL
CORRESPONDENT

DAVID Cameron was last
night sticking doggedly to his
seniorspin doctor, the former
News of the World editor
Andy Coulson, against calls
for his resignation over allega-
tions of mass phone tapping
by the newspaper Mr Coulson
once edited.

The Tory leader was given
cause to believe he had made
the correct judgment when
the Metropolitan Police
announced they would not
be investigating claims by The
Guardian newspaper that
police had found evidence
of News of the World staff
using private investigators
who hacked into “thousands”
of mobile phones during Mr
Coulson’s tenure.

The political storm broke
around Mr Cameron and his
spin doctor when the Guard-
ian reported that News Group
Newspapers, which publishes
the News of the World, had
paid out more than £1m to
settle cases before evidence
revealed its journalists’ alleged
involvement in hacking the
phones of politicians, sports
stars and celebrities. Those
allegedly targeted included
former deputy prime minister
John Prescott, Mayor of Lon-
don Boris Johnson and celebri-
ties including actress Gwyneth
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Paltrow, celebrity chef Nigella
Lawson and supermodel Elle
Macpherson.

Mr Coulson resigned as
News of the World editor in
2007 after its royal editor, Clive
Goodman was sentenced to
four months in prison for plot-
ting to hack into telephone
messages belonging to royal
aides. Several months later he
was appointed by MrCameron
and is credited with giving the
Tory leader a sharper media
fmage.

Although Conservative
Central Office will breathe a
sigh of relief that he will not
be swept up in a police inves-
tigation, Mr Coulson, who
issued narrowly-defined deni-
als of knowing about phone
tapping, will feel the heat of a
renewed Commons inquiry.

There will also be a Press
Complaints Commission
investigation and the promise
of further revelations by The
Guardian, which claims the
use of phone taps was system-
ic at the News of the World.
The Crown Prosecution Serv-
ice said it was reviewing its
evidence from royal phone
tapping case.But one of the
central planks of The Guardi-
an’s allegations was dealt a
blowwhen Assistant Commis-
sioner John Yates of Scotland
Yard, who led the politically-
charged cash-for-honours
investigation, said no new evi-
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dence had come to light to re-

open the royal phone tapping
investigation and he stated
there was evidence to support
only a handful of individuals
having their phone voicemail
messages hacked by private
investigators.

Mr Yates blew the most
politically sensational claims
of The Guardian - that former
Deputy Prime Minister John
Prescott had his phone tapped
— clean out of thewater. There
was no evidence pointing to
that happening, said MrYates,
although he did admit that
obtaining evidence of tapping
was technically challenging.

But with police facing ques-
tions over why they took no
action, the mix of criminal
allegations, tabloid tactics and
a whiff of political scandal
mean the story will not disap-
pear quickly and Mr Coulson
may still be forced to resign, if
only for breaking the golden
spin doctor rule of becoming
the centre of the story.

Labour, which has
expressed private glee and
public caution on the issue,
see the affair as a perfect mir-
rorforvengeance on the Tories
over the embarrassing demise
of Gordon Brown’s special
adviser, Damian McBride,
who had to resign after creat-
ing fictitious email allegations
about leading Tories.

Mr Cameron last night dug

Article Paga1of 3

his heels in to defend Mr Coul-
son. “It’s wrong for newspa-
pers to breach people’s privacy
with no justification,” the Tory

leader said. “That is why Andy
Coulson resigned as editor
of the News of the World. Of
course | knew about that res-
ignation before offering him
the job. But I believe in giving
people a second chance. As
director of communications
for the Conservatives, he does
an excellent job in a proper,
upright way at all times.”

The Prime Minister, attend-
ing the G8 conference in
Italy, said serious questions
had to be answered but left
the issue for the police. In
the Commons, Home Office
Minister David Hanson faced
a barrage of sometimes syn-
thetic fury from Labour and
LibDem MPs demanding the
Conservatives sack Mr Coul-
son. Labour, while trying to
maintain decorum, is revel-
ling in the Coulson furore.

Dennis McShane MPsaid it
was a question of David Cam-
eron’s judgment and Labour’s
Ann Clwyd said Mr Coulson
ought to have his Westminster
pass taken from him.

John Whittingdale MP, the
Tory chair of the Commons
culture select committee, said it
was“likely” to call Mr Coulson
to give evidence as part of an
investigation into howjournal-
ists obtairj== -
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the methods they employed.

The Press Complaints Com-
mission ( said it would
investigate any suggestions of

Leader comment Page 16

‘Mr Coulsonwill
feel the heat of
arenewed
Commons inquiry’

ANDY COULSON: Editor during
the period of the allegations.
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Publisher insists staft
are properly trained

THE publisher of the News Miulcaire were jailed for
of the World yesterday phone tapping.
defended its journalists, The following month Les
saying: “we will not shirk Hinton, then executive chair-
from vigorously defending man of News International,
our right and proper role to testified to a committee of
expese :t;ngagoinig”- MPs that Mr Goodman had
e newspaperis been acting alone.
embroiled in allegations that The statement added:
thousands of public figures “Since February 2007, News
had their phones tapped. International has continued
In a statement, News to work with its journalists
Intematlonalfald itwas and its industry partners to
prevented by “confidentiality  opsyre that its journalists
') 052’38330];‘:’;;": d'scuss%re digf fully comply with both the
R a‘legations PP relevant legislation and the
( ,,,/ The Guardian yesterday. rigorous requirements of the
But the statement stressed PCC’s Code of Conduct.”
that News of the World staff The Information
had been told clearlg ﬂ?t Commissioner identified 31
they must operate within the publications said to have
law and the industry’s code of ;o4 private investigators
conduct. in 2006, said the company,
In 2007, News of theWorld  ywhjich reaffirmed its right to
journalist Clive Goodman expose confidential informa-
and private investigator Glen tion in the public interest.
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Journalists accused

Allegations raise serious questions

ACK: common epithet
for a workaday journal-
ist or the practice of
gaining unauthorised
access to computer files or infor-
mation. Among the word’s many
dictionary definitions, those two
caught the eye yesterday, follow-
ing revelations in The Guardian
that Rupert Murdoch’s News
Group newspapers paid out
more than £1m to settle cases
that threatened fo reveal
News of the World journalists’
involvement in criminal
methods to get stories. If true,
the hacks had been hacking, or
paying others to do their dirty
work. It is alleged that private
investigators were paid to hack
into the mobile phones of
hundreds, perhaps thousands,
of politicians, film stars and
other public figures, and gained
unlawful access to confidential
private data such as tax records
and bank statements. Stories
then appeared with no refer-
ence to the illegal source. If
substantiated, the scale of this
praclice was shocking and the
backlash could threaten genu-
ine investigative journalism.
When the Commons Culture
Committee considered this
matter two years ago, it was
assured by News International

126965909 - ADAKAF - 25397142

executives that the jailing of
News of the World reporter
Clive Goodman for hacking
phone messages of the Prince
of Wales’s household repre-
sented a single rotten apple in
the barrel. Similar statements
were made to the Press Com-
plaints Commission (PCC),
which subsequently issued an
anodyne warning to editors
about ensuring that staff and
contributors complied with data
protection legislation. Hacking
is illegal under the Regulation of
Investigatory Powers Act 2000
and there is no public interest
defence. Blagging - access-
ing confidential databases by
deception - is illegal under
the 1998 Data Protection Act,
though such actions can be
justified by legitimate public
interest.

As demonstrated by the Daily
Telegraph’s revelations on
MPs’ expenses and allowances,
undercover investigative work
can play an important role in
exposing wropgdoing and is
part of an honourable tradition
in an open society. However,
that tradition is devalued and
could be put at risk if journalists

ignore legal requirements and
embark on large-scale “fish-
ing expeditions” in the hope of

Pack Page 2 of 3

harvesting salacious celebrity
tittle-tattle.

The government rejected
a call from the Information
Commissioner for a two-year
maximum prison sentence for
breaching data protection
legislation, largely because it
did not seem to square with
notions of press freedom.
However, if this freedom is
abused, pressure for harsher
sentences will be renewed and
genuine investigative reporting
could be put at risk.

This story also plays into the
hands of those who depict the
PCC as a toothless tiger. Why
did it not interview Andy Coul-
son, now the Tory director of
communications, who resigned
as News of the World editor
over this issue? Now the
commission has undertaken to
re-examine the phone-hacking
allegations in what must be
regarded as a final test of press
self-regulation.

The Culture Committee will
also re-open its investigation
into this issue. In particular,
members need to know, if
Goodman was a lone rogue
operator,why did the paper
pay huge out-of-court settle-
ments? And if Mr Coulson did
not authorise these ¢ s
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who did? If the scale of hacking
and blagging on his watch was
on the scale described by The
Guardian, one would expect

any editorworth his salt to ask
where these stories were coming
from. The fact that senior politi-
cians, including Tessa Jowell and
then Deputy Prime Minister
John Prescott, are among those
alleged to have had their privacy
violated, raises questions over
Mr Coulson’s current job at the
heart of the Tory party.

Finally, both the Metro-
politan Police and the Crown
Prosecution Service still have
some explaining to do. A
truncated Met investigation
yesterday dealt only with the
Goodman case, while, accord-
ing to the Information Commis-
sion, 27 News of the World
journalists were involved in
obtaining information poten-
tially illegally.

News International titles
publish some good stories and
British journalism would be less
colourful without them, but no
company is above the law.
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Stars 'may sue'’ over phone claims

were victims of alleged phone
nacking by investigators hired
by the News of the World are
considering suing the paper.

One lawyer told the BBC he has
had two enquiries and that more
celebrities and politicians were
seeking advice,

Sir alex Fergusoen's phone messages
were allegedly recordad

1t follows claims in the Guardian
that the tabloid paid £1m to settle
legal cases which threatened o expose the use of illegal methods to
get stories.

Scotland Yard has said it will not investigate the fresh allegations.

In its latest revelations, the Guardian names Manchester United
manager Sir Alex Ferguson and former England captain Alan Shearer
among those whose messages were allegedly intercepted.

Three inquiries have been launched by the director of public
prosecutions, the Press Complaints Commission and a Commons select
committee.

‘Insufficient evidence’

The Met has already conducted an investigation into phone hacking by
journalists at the News of the World.

It resulted in royat editor Clive Goodman and private investigator Glen
Mulcaire being jalled for four and six months respectively in January
2007.

The scandal led to the resignation of then editor Andy Coulson, whao is
now the Conservatives’ PR chief.

On Thursday, Met Assistant Commissioner John Yates said Scotfand
Yard would not recpen its files on the case because no new avidence
had come to light.

He said Goodman and
Mulcaire had undertaken a
“sophisticated and wide-
ranging conspiracy o gather
orivate and personal data”.

He added the inquiry had
focused solely on phone
hacking, and in the vast
majority of cases, there was
“insufficient evidence" that
interception had happened. ter: "T'm shocked, T'm bewideared
at what seems to pass for journalism these
days”

Mark Stephens, of law firm
Finers Stephens Innocent,
said Mr Yates' statement seemed "not to address the possibility that
there had been a criminal attempt or criminal conspiracy”.

He said the director of public prosecutions, Keir Starmer QC, could
force police to recpen the investigation or order the release of
docutnents “seafed® by Sivit courts under case confidentially
agreements,

This could shed light on whether othec high-profile figures had been
phone hacking victims, he added.

Seeking reassurance

Mr Starmer has said he wants to reassure himself and the public that
"appropriate actlons” were taken by the police three years ago,

"Given the nature of the offences, the amount of material is, of course,
extensive and complex, but it has all been located and a small team is
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News International responds to allegations made in the
Guardian newspaper

Posted: 09/07/09 By: Judith Townend
. email this story | post a comment
‘ ) News International has reacted to allegations made in the
Guardian newspaper that Rupert Murdoch's group of newspapers
had 'paid out more than £1m to settle legal cases that threatened
to reveal evidence of [NI] journalists' repeated involvement in the
use of criminal methods to get stories'.

In a statement issued this evening, the corporation said: "News
International is prevented by confidentiality obligations from
discussing certain allegations made in the Guardian newspaper
today."

However, 'in light of the assertions about activities of News of the
World journalists', the company said it wished to set out its version
of a 'chronology of events and the Company's response to them.'

(. "Since February 2007, News International has continued to work
) with its journalists and its industry partners to ensure that its
journalists fully comply with both the relevant legislation and the
rigorous requirements of the PCC's Code of Conduct. At the same
time, we will not shirk from vigorously defending our right and
proper role to expose wrongdoing in the public interest," the
statement said.

The Guardian reported yesterday that there had been out-of-court

settlements in three cases "that threatened to expose evidence of

Murdoch journalists using private investigators who illegally hacked
into the mobile phone messages of numerous public figures to gain
unlawful access to confidential personal data, including tax records,
social security files, bank statements and itemised phone bills".

It alleged that the 'suppressed legal cases' could be linked back to

the imprisonment in January 2007 of a News of the World reporter,
Clive Goodman, who was sentenced under the Regulation of
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Investigatory Powers Act for hacking into the mobile phones of
three royal staff.

Following the Guardian's revelations, the House of Commons select
committee for culture, media and sport today announced that it
would open an inquiry into phone hacking at the News of the
World newspaper.

®

In a hearing in April 2009, however, committee chairman, John
Whittingdale, told the journalist Nick Davies: "We did do an
investigation both into Motorman [investigation undertaken by the
Information Commissioner's Office into alleged offences under data
protection legislation] and into Goodman so I do not want to revisit
old ground too much."

Nick Davies, who exclusively reported the allegations for the
Guardian newspaper yesterday afternoon, had told the committee in
April that he believed there was 'a real will on the part of the PCC
[Press Complaints Commission] to avoid uncovering the truth about
phone hacking' and that newspapers still used private investigators:

"It is wrong but they are not doing anything about it and that
continues despite Motorman. All that has happened is that they
have got a little bit more careful about it. I actually got to know that
network of private investigators who were exposed in Motorman.
Years after that I was in the office of one of them and he was taking
phone calls from newspapers while I was there," Davies told the
committee.

Today, the Press Complaints Commission, which previously
published its findings two years ago, said that 'any suggestion
that further transgressions have occurred since its report was ,
published in 2007 will be investigated without delay'. In addition,
the body said it would begin to investigate 'the older cases, which
suggest the Commission has been misled at any stage of its
inquiries into these matters'.

Update: Responding to News International's statement, Nick Davies
told Journalism.co.uk that it 'is very striking that they make no
denial' of the allegations. "For example, of the estimate we have
from two sources on the Scotland Yard inquiry that News of the
World journalists hacked thousands of phones; nor that there is
evidence of other News of the World journalists being involved - no
denial of a single line in our stories."

"There's not much in there," Davies said. "The most interesting line
is the opening one where the reference to confidentiality implicitly
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confirms the fact that they made a confidential deal with Gordon
Taylor [chief executive of the Professional Footballers' Association]
and two others."

Davies added that John Yates, Metropolitan Police assistant

commissioner, who announced on Thursday that there is no need

for further police investigation, had not denied the 'thousands’

of phones claim either: "He speaks only of 'hundreds’ of potential
————————targets but-he-islimiting-his-comments-to the activities of Clive ————— —

Goodman as a lone reporter, he doesn't talk about the activities of

the other News of the World journalists who were involved."

. Additional coverage over on the Journalism.co.uk
Editors' Blog at this link.

.[ﬁ . The Guardian has produced a background timeline at
<) this link.
. The Guardian has printed a response to John Yates'
statement here.

The chronology, as claimed by News International, in its
statement:

. May 2006: "The Information Commissioner published a
report entitled 'What Price Privacy?' This outlined the use of
private investigators by the media, insurance companies,
solicitors and local authorities in order to obtain personal
information during the period from early 2001 to early 2003."

. December 2006: "The Information Commissioner published
a follow-up to his report of May 2006. This contained a list of 31
newspapers and magazines said to have used private
3 investigators to obtain confidential information, which included
<) titles from Associated Newspapers, Trinity Mirror, News
h International, Guardian Media Group and others. The
Information Commissioner reaffirmed the right to obtain
confidential information to prevent or detect crime or in the
course of genuine investigatory journalism that can be justified
in the public interest. These reports were examined in depth and
attracted significant press coverage following their publication."

. August 2006: "News of the World journalist Clive Goodman
and Glen Mulcaire, a private investigator, were arrested and
charged with illegal interception of communications under the
-Regtitation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000. This followed a
police investigation with which News International fully
cooperated."

. January 2007: "Clive Goodman was sentenced to four
months in prison and Glen Mulcaire received a sentence of six
months in prison. Andy Coulson, the Editor of the News of the
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World, resigned taking ultimate responsibility. Colin Myler was
subsequently appointed the new editor of the News of the
World."

. February 2007: "Colin Myler wrote to every member of staff
on the newspaper clearly setting out the conduct expected of
journalists as employees and subsequently implemented a
sustained compliance programme along the following principles:
all journalists must operate within the law; all journalists must

adhereto the PCC Code of Conduct as set out in their contracts
of employment; every member of staff has a duty to represent
the News of the World in a professional manner; all journalists

attended regular training seminars on legal and PCC issues."

. March 2007: "Les Hinton, then executive chairman of News
International, appeared before the culture media and sport
select Committee. Mr Hinton testified that, to the best of his
knowledge, following internal investigations, Goodman was
acting alone”.

Tags (click tag to find related articles; click icon for feed):
news of the world | rupert murdoch 8 news international
EY| nick davies 8| guardian newspaper 8| phone hacking &3]

Sign up here for our free, daily email newsletter to get all the
latest stories, jobs, tips and more.

Got a story? Email our news team: Laura Oliver; Judith
Townend or telephone +44 (0)1273 384290. You can also follow
us on Twitter: @journalismnews / @LauraOliver / @JTownend.

Comments
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2. NEWS OF THE WORLD:

. . PHONE TAPPING CLAIMS - THURSDAY
guardian.couak

News of the World phone-hacking: Press

watchdog reopens investigations
Press Complaints Commission to probe allegations of phone
hacking by Murdoch journalists in light of Guardian revelations

James Robinson
guardian. co.uk, Thursday 9 July 2009 11.49 BST

Page 1 of 2

The Press Complaints Commission is to investigate allegations of phone hacking by
News of the World journalists in the light of new evidence uncovered by the Guardian

about the extent of the practice "without delay".

In a statement on its website, the PCC also said it would contact the Guardian and the
Information Commissioner to obtain examples of specific incidents where phone
hacking was used by journalists at the paper.

"The PCC has previously made clear that it finds the practice of phone message tapping
deplorable,” the watchdog said. "Any suggestion that further transgressions have
occurred since its report was published in 2007 will be investigated without delay."

The commission conducted an investigation into phone-hacking and other methods of
obtaining information by "subterfuge” in 2007 after Clive Goodman, the former royal
editor of the News of the World, was jailed for obtaining information illegally. Glenn
Mulcaire, a private investigator who was on the News of the World payroll and was used
by Goodman, was also jailed.

The commission could now reopen its investigation, which sought to establish whether
such techniques were widespread in Fleet Street.

In its statement, the PCC said it had held the 2007 enquiry because it believed the
Goodman case "threatened to undermine public confidence in investigative journalism”.
Goodman's activities breached the PCC Code of Conduct, which includes strict
instructions on how information can be obtained. Clause 10 of the code bans the
practice of intercepting phone calls and messages unless there is a strong public interest.

The PCC issued six "specific recommendations to publishers to ensure that phone
message tapping — where it had taken place — was eliminated”. It did not censure the
News of the World, however, and also dropped a plan to interview Andy Coulson after
he resigned as the paper’s editor in January 2007 in the wake of the Goodman case,
choosing instead to question his successor, Colin Myler.

"The PCC is contacting the Guardian newspaper and the Information Commissioner for
any further specific information in relation to the claims published today about the older
cases,” the regulator said.

It added it would seek to establish whether it had "been misled at any stage of its
inquiries into these matters”.

» To contact the MediaGuardian news desk email editor@mediaguardian.co.uk or phone
020 3353 3857. For all other inquiries please call the main Guardian switchboard on
0306 3353 9600.

« If you are writing a comment for publication, please mark clearly "for publication".
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Met police body calls for meeting to
discuss phone-hacking revelations

Some members of Metropolitan Police Authority dismayed at
Boris Johnson's hands-off stance

Héléne Mulholland
guardian. co.uk, Thursday g July 2009 10.59 BST

= %

Boris Johnson, the mayor of London. Photograph: Stefan Rousseau/PA

Members of the Metropolitan Police Authority today called for a meeting to probe the

“breathtaking” revelations in today's Guardian that Scotland Yard failed to tell public
figures and senior politicians that their phones were being hacked by journalists

working for Rupert Murdoch's News Group.

Some members of the London assembly who sit on the authority were dismayed that

Boris Johnson, who is its chairman, said it was not his job to get involved with the
policing implications outlined in today’s report.

Johnson said he had not read the coverage but had "no doubt” the police would do the
right thing, as the people of London would expect.

Johnson, the mayor of London, was among the individuals believed to have been
. ) targeted by investigators working on behalf of News Group newspapers when he was
still shadow higher education minister for the Conservatives.

Evidence was suppressed involving journalists at the News of the World who used
private investigators to illegally hack into the mobile phone messages of numerous
public figures, including the then-deputy prime minister, John Prescott, and to gain
unlawful access to confidential personal data, the Guardian revealed today.

The Metropolitan police took the controversial decision not to inform public figures
whose phones had been targeted, and the Crown Prosecution Service decided not to take
News Group executives to court.

One of the former News Group journalists in the spotlight is Andy Coulson, the former
editor of the News of the World who is now David Cameron's communications chief.

Johnson insisted it would “not be right” for him to intervene in the affair.

“Obviously as chair of the MPA it would not be right for me to intervene at all in any
operational decision they might make,” he told BBC Radio 4's Today programme.

The MPA's main role is to hold the Met commissioner to account and ensure an effective
and efficient police service. Pressed on whether he would call on the commissioner to
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investigate the failure to inform targets, Johnson said: "I'm sure the Met commissioner
will take account of whatever allegations have been made in the Guardian, but I am sure
he will go ahead and take the proper procedures and decide on whether he needs to take
action.” :

In an interview with Five Live, Johnson said most great stories involved someone acting
illegally. The issue was whether they were in the public interest.

He made a distinction between the Daily Telegraph's series on MPs' expenses and
revelations about celebrities’ personal lives. In the expenses scandal, a disk was passed
to the Telegraph via intermediaries from the Commons, and Johnson said most people
would agree the paper had been right to use the information.

Met police body calls for meeting to discuss phone-hacking revelations | Politics | gua... Page2 of 3

Jenny Jones, a Green party member of the London assembly who also sits onthe MPA,
criticised Johnson's "rabbit in the headlights" stance.

“Even if he is involved [as one of the public figures whose phone was hacked] it would be
appropriate to invite the commissioner and to say why he did not pass it on," Jones said.
“In some ways he has to defend the commissioner and the police service if there is going
to be criticism, so he needs to know."

Jones called on the mayor to reinstate a full authority meeting scheduled in two weeks'
time that she said was "arbitrarily cancelled” by his deputy, Kit Malthouse.

She added: "The disturbing thing is if there was proof that phones had been hacked, why
did {the police] not get in touch with people themselves? That is the worrying aspect.”

John Biggs, a fellow MPA member who is deputy leader of the Labour group, echoed
Jones's call for a meeting to be held this month in light of today's report.

The police authority has a duty to "discretely ensure” the police investigate all matters of
reasonable interest to the general public, said Biggs.

“If ultimately we feel the police service had not properly investigated this, we would
want to delve further and investigate it further as necessary. For the police authority to
get involved there needs to be a perceived failure of policing.”

James Cleverly, a Tory member of the MPA who is Johnson's youth ambassador, backed
the mayor and insisted it was not the authority’s job to investigate what he described as
"live cases”.

"If the mayor started to get involved in deciding the case-by-case decisions of the Met
then it would become part of the executive,” said Cleverly.

But he conceded that the MPA could retrospectively look at why the police did not
inform individuals at the time that their phones had been hacked so that it could inform
policy in the future.

Dee Doocey, a Liberal Democrat assembly member on the MPA, said the revelations in
today's Guardian were "breathtaking”.

"It is disturbing in the extreme if for any reason the Metropolitan police made a decision
not to inform everyone who has been a victim of such serious erimes, and we need to
hear from the Met whether or not this is the case," she said.

"We also need to know why there is so much secrecy surrounding the civil actions that
have taken place since a reporter for the News of the World was jailed for committing
this crime.

"Questions need to be answered by the Met as to who knew what and when, whether any
further prosecutions are likely, and what steps the police are taking to ensure that no
one individual or organisation is above the law."

The MPA said the full meeting scheduled for this month had been cancelled because the
main item on the agenda, the report from the MPA Race and Faith inquiry, would not be

httn://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2009/iul/09/met-police-boris-phone-hacking
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Met police body calls for meeting to discuss phone-hacking revelations | Politics | gua...

ready in time. However, this report is still in the process of being completed and will
now not be ready for the July meeting.

A spokeswoman was unable to say at this point whether the meeting would be
reconvened in light of the matters arising from the Guardian’s coverage.
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News of the World phone-hacking affair

'very serious', says Gordon Brown
Speaking from G8 in ltaly, prime minister says Guardian story
raises questions that need {0 be considered

Héléne Mutholland
guardian. co.uk, Thursday 9 July 2009 15.20 BST

Gordon Brown said today the questions raised by the phone-hacking affair were “very
serious”.

The prime minister told a press conference at the G8 in L'Aquila, Italy: "This raises
questions that are very serious, that will have to be considered. And I understand the
police are considering an inquiry and so I have nothing more to say.”

In the Commons, David Hanson, the police minister, claimed today that neither the

government nor Scotland Yard were aware of allegations that Rupert Murdoch's News

Group had hacked the answerphone messages of thousands of public figures until the
ardian published its re t

"My understanding is that both the Metropolitan police, and indeed myself and my right
honourable friend the home secretary, discovered these allegations on the production of
the newspapers overnight and this morning,"” Hanson told the Commons today.

The minister's claim that the police were unaware of the phone-hacking was made in
response to a question from Keith Vaz, the home affairs select committee chairman, who
pointed out that his committee had been told by senior officers in its recent inquiry into
the arrest of shadow immigration spokesman Damian Green that the home secretary
and other politicians on the Metropolitan Police Authority were routinely informed of
any investigation involving a high-profile politician.

Hanson stood in for Alan Johnson, the home secretary, to field a series of questions by
MPs following the Guardian's report highlighting widespread phone-hacking in 2006 by
the News of the World, whose editor at the time was Andy Coulson, now David
Cameron's head of communications.

Johnson was attending the Association of Chief Police Officers' conference in
Manchester as Hanson struggled to answer most of the queries raised this morning on
the grounds that the Guardian allegations were news to both the government and to the
police.

The minister told MPs that the Met was "urgently considering” the allegations and

would make a statement later, though not necessarily today. "These are serious
allegations that have been made. They deserve an examination.”

Evan Harris, the Lib Dem MP for Oxford West and Abingdon who had demanded the
emergency statement from Hanson, said the Guardian's story had raised fears that
surveillance was now undertaken not just by the government, but also the media. "We
all want to see healthy, responsible investigative journalism,” he said, "especially of
public figures who wield power — but that must be within the law ...

"It will be extremely toxic for our democracy if vested interests are seen to be able to buy
their way out, in some way, of the criminal justice system.”

John Whittingdale, the Tory chair of the culture committee, said that while it was well
known at the time that a private investigator had intercepted calls by a wide number of
people, the chair of News International had given a "categoric assurance” that no other
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journalist beyond Clive Goodman had any involvement or knowledge in that matter.

The committee took evidence from Les Hinton, who ran Rupert Murdoch's stable of
British newspapers at the time, about phone hacking at the News of the World during an
earlier 2007 inquiry into self-regulation of the press.

That was prompted, in part, by the arrest of Goodman, the former News of the World
royal editor, in August 2006 on charges of obtaining information illegally. Goodman
was jailed in January 2007, prompting Coulson's resignation.

The matters that came to light have prompted the Commons committee to launch an
urgent investigation. Whittingdale asked Hanson whether he was aware of any evidence
to contradict Hinton's previous statement.

~

L

"And when my select committee reopens its inquiry as we have decided to do, will he ask
the Metropolitan police to provide us with any information that they have relevant to
this case?"

Hanson said he would take care of what Whittingdale had suggested but that the
allegations were still being examined at this stage.

Hanson was similarly unable to answer David Davis, the former shadow home secretary,
when he raised his concerns about the fact that none of the public figures targeted for
surveillance had been notified that they were the vietims of a crime. "Now that is a
matter for the home secretary. Can he give an answer to that?"

But Hanson reiterated that it was too early for him to comment.

The Commons heard calls for Coulson to be sacked by the Tories following allegations of
his possible involvement in criminal activity.

Chris Huhne, the Lib Dems' home affairs spokesman, said: "It is extraordinary that the
leader of the opposition, who wants to be a prime minister, employs Andy Coulson, who
at best was responsible for a newspaper that was out of control and at worst was
personally [involved] with criminal activity. The exact parallel is surely with Damian
McBride. If the prime minister was right to sack Damian McBride, should the leader of
the opposition not sack Andy Coulson?”

Hanson told MPs that phone-hacking without authority was a eriminal offence
punishable with a fine or a prison sentence of up to two years.

Chris Grayling, the shadow home secretary, prompted laughter as he urged everyone in
the house to give a "measured response” to the issues raised and leave it to the police to
decide whether there was "any new information that warrants further action".
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i

Reading between the lines of Coulson's

Page 1 of 2

— phone-hacking denial

‘\‘,{fﬁ)

You didn't know about that one,
well then what else don't you know - Arlo Guthrie, Presidential Rag

Andy Coulson, the former News of the World editor who is now communications
chief for Tory leader David Cameron, issued a statement last night following The

Guardian's phone hacking revelations.

His statement, as carried in the Financial Times - and repeated in BBC news bulletins
this morning - ran as follows:

"This story relates to an alleged payment made after I left the News of the
World two-and-a-half years ago. I have no knowledge whatsoever of any
settlement with Gordon Taylor.

“The Mulcaire case was investigated thoroughly by the police and by the
Press Complaints Commission. I took full responsibility at the time for what
happened on my watch but without my knowledge and resigned.”

It seems so carefully and, to my mind, narrowly worded that I think it merits
deconstruction. The first paragraph is fair enough. I think we can assume that he is
completely honest about having not been told about the Gordon Taylor payment.

He is outside the News International organisation. The settlement was supposed to
be confidential. In such circumstances, there is no reason why anyone beyond a
restricted circle within Wapping and the company's lawyers would have been informed.

But the second paragraph is altogether different. Note first how he calls it "the Mulcaire
case", mentioning only the private investigator Glenn Mulcaire and thereby neatly
omitting to mention the name of his own culpable royal editor, Clive Goodman.

Second, he claims it was "investigated thoroughly by the police and the Press
Complaints Commission”. It was not. By its own admission, the PCC did not carry out
any investigation, thorough or otherwise. Indeed, the commission said at the time, and
has maintained ever since, that it could not do so because of Coulson's timely
resignation.

As for the police inquiry, as Nick Davies's revelations make abundantly clear, it was
far from thorough. Was Coulson interviewed? Were any News of the World executives
interviewed? Victims of the phone hacking were not even informed, let alone
interviewed.

Now let's consider that final Coulson sentence: "I took full responsibility at the time for
what happened on my watch but without my knowledge. and resigned.”

It is, when you know how popular newspapers operate, an extraordinary admission.
Let's accept that Coulson is telling the unvarnished truth. It means that he fell on his
sword for the sins of others.

That's very noble, of course. But before we ask why he played the martyr, let's accept

112

htto://www.guardian.co.uk/media/greenslade/2009/jul/09/newsoftheworld-andy-coulson 09/07/2009

MOD100046350


http://www.euardian.co.uk/media/greenslade/2009/jul/09/newsofitheworld-andy-coulson

For Distribution to CPs

Roy Greenslade: What Coulson said, and didn't say, about his 'resignation' | Media | g...

Coulson's claim that he did not know what was happening on his watch. It is an
admission of extraordinary editorial incompetence, is it not?

Here was an editor who was entirely ignorant of how exclusive stories arrived. Yet, as I
observed at the time, someone — some executive ~ had to know the provenance of such
stories. Even experienced reporters would be asked by their news editor how they can be
sure of their stories' veracity.

Moreover, someone had to be answerable for paying the equivalent of £2,000 a week to
Mulcaire and explaining why he was worth so much.

So it beggars belief that the internal inquiry supposed carried out by Goodman's and

Page 2 of 2

News Int chief — did not discover exactly who in the NoW office was aware of how
stories were obtained and what Mulcaire was doing in order to merit his rewards.

Of course, an inquiry may have been held. Perhaps someone, an executive, was found to
be responsible. Were they quietly fired or demoted (or even promoted)? These are
questions that should now be answered when News Int finds it "appropriate” to issue a
public statement on the affair.

But let us not overlook that Coulson's resignation was hugely beneficial to News
International. It sealed off further scrutiny. And the circumstances of that resignation
therefore raise questions too.

It is fair, in the light of these new revelations, to revisit the details of that resignation.
Was there a severance deal? Did Coulson receive a pay-off? If so, how much? It has
become very clear in the years since his resignation that Coulson and News Int
executives have remained on very good terms. Why should that be?

After all, he departed after one of the most disgraceful episodes in newspaper history,
admitting he didn't know what was happening in his own paper. Why is an editor who
left under a dark cloud still feted by his former bosses?
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Was the Press Complaints Commission responsible for bringing about Andy
Coulson's resignation from the News of the World? That's the belief — or claim — of
some commissioners, some of its officials and the PCC's former chairman,
Christopher Meyer.

Here is the logic of their argument. Immediately after the arrest in August 2006 of the
NoW's royal editor, Clive Goodmman, and the private investigator, Glenn Mulcaire,
the PCC realised it must act or risk public condemnation for sitting on its hands.

There was no formal complaint, the normal starting point for a PCC inquiry (though a
press release at the time did mention that the PCC had "received a number of inquiries”
without specifying what that meant). None of the victims of the hacking complained and
there was not even a third-party complaint. But Meyer, understanding the likely public
clamour, saw the necessity of being pro-active.

In that announcement, he said that the editor's code of practice prohibited the
intercepting of mobile phone messages, calling it "completely unacceptable” and warned
that the commission reserved the right to investigate the News of the World's conduct
“if, at the end of the legal process, it appears that there are unresolved questions about
its application of the code.”

The Guardian commented at the time in a stinging editorial that it was all very well
for Meyer to remind journalists of their obligations under the code but thought the PCC
"remarkably incurious and unwilling to instigate an inquiry of its own, despite the prima
facie evidence against hundreds of journalists.”

Meyer did not respond that kind of criticism in public, but it is suggested that in
between his August 2006 statement and the trial in January 2007 - at which Goodman
and Mulcaire were jailed - Meyer let it be known to News International executives,
such as its then chief executive Les Hinton, that he would be pursuing an inquiry
following the court case.

Therefore, according to this scenario, Hinton and Coulson decided that the best course
of action was for Coulson to resign the instant the verdicts were delivered. No inquiry
was subsequently held and Meyer considered that his actions were, to use a phrase that
he has repeated ever since, "determinant in the editor resigning.”

Following Coulson's departure, Meyer announced at the beginning of February 2007
that he was seeking answers about the News of the World's future (rather than past)

conduct from the newly-appointed editor, Colin Myler "to ensure that the situation
involving MyGoodman and Mr Mulcaire does not recur.”

All thoughts of an investigation of any kind — into the NoW specifically or the wider
allegations about voicemail hacking in other papers — were forgotten. So what are we to
make of this claim? Well, it could be true (though I imagine Coulson — and, possibly,
Hinton — would dispute it).

Certainly, as Daily Mail, did amend its journalists' contracts of employment to demand
that staff were obliged to abide by the Data Protection Act.
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For many critics, it appeared that the PCC had done the minimuimn, and I still have my
doubts about whether Meyer's pressure on News International was as conclusive as we

are being led to believe.

Anyway, as I have often pointed out in persistent arguments about the need for greater
transparency, these kinds of behind-the-scenes "deals” do not give the public confidence
in self-regulation. Indeed, they have the effect of undermining its standing because
people are excluded from knowing what has been done.

So the absence of a proper investigation into hackin: a mistake. That said, before
ople damn the PCC out of hand, we must understand the limits of its remit and, most
importantly, of its resources.

It is not a statuto . It has no legal or investigatory powers. I ot com
ne within the indus t it is supposed to "police” to be interviewed. It hasa

small secretariat who, I'm bound to say, do wonders in the circumstances.

Due to its remit, which specifically states that it is complaints body (it says it on the ti
it is in its nature to be reactive rather than pro-active. This can make it slow to take up
important concerns, like the asylum-seekers’ prejudice of some years ago, but once it
gets to grips with such matters it generally comes up with sensible and sensitive cures
(as it did also with the reporting of suicides).

But the re-emergence of the hacking scandal happens to have occurred soon after the
arrival of 2 new chairman, Baroness Buscombe, I'd like to think that she can make

her mark at this point by holding a proper investigation into this can of worms.

She should be contacting News International plus all the relevant authorities — the
Metropolitan Police, the Crown Prosecution Service and the Information Commissioner
— and, of course, Nick Davies, She should make a public call for all journalists who know
about hacking, and there have been several commenters to Guardian websites who
clearly have information, to come forward.

Former employees of the News of the World should be encouraged to come forward and
offered a form of immunity so that they can speak on a confidential basis.

Most importantly, she should demand of News International the right to interview
senior NoW staff who were around in the era when this kind of hacking was happening.
(I am convinced on the basis of the NoW's current content that Myler has changed the
paper's agenda and s culture, so he has nothing to fear).

Buscombe has a unique opportunity to remake the PCC's profile. She should not shirk it.
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Cameron had better be sure he's right

Cameron has made a big call coming out so quickly in support of
Andy Coulson, but he hasn't answered the key questions

Alastair Campbell
guardian. co.uk, Thursday 9 July 2009 13.38 BST

®

So David Cameron has pronounced that Andy Coulson is safe in his job.

Assuming Cameron does the basics of leadership, that means he has satisfied himself
that his communications director did nothing improper or illegal, nor condoned, used or
benefited from anything improper or illegal, in his time as editor of the News of the
World. He has also satisfied himself that nothing is likely to emerge to cast doubt on
that judgement. That is a big call to have made.

We have to assume he has asked Coulson some tough questions, and got some
convincing answers. If not, he has made a big mistake in coming out so soon, and so
forcefully, in support of his right-hand man.

But their comments so far have sought to focus very narrowly on the jailing of former
royal reporter Clive Goodman, over which Coulson resigned but for which he denied any
knowledge or responsibility, and on an out-of-court settlement with footballers' leader
Gordon Taylor, of which Coulson also denies knowledge.

I always thought at the time that it was unlikely that Goodman and a private detective
who received large sums of money for his illegal activities were the only people in the
paper who knew about the royal tapping. The Guardian story reveals something far
more systemic and organised, targeted at all manner of newsworthy people.

Whatever anyone says about Coulson, his colleagues always spoke of him as a highly
professional editor and journalist. But as Andrew Neil pointed out rather well last night,
good, professional editors know what is happening in their papers. When they don't
know, they ask questions. They ask a lot of questions about where stories come from
because that will often indicate the real strength of the story, and alert them to any
possible legal problems.

People might just be able to acccept the Goodman incident was a one-off, and that
therefore senior executives did not know about it. But if the central allegations in the
Guardian are true — and there seems precious little pushing back on them — then it
becomes impossible to believe that editors and others were not aware of what was going
on. And if they weren't, they were incompetent and negligent on the job, not qualities
associated with Coulson or other Murdoch editors.

The statements from Cameron and Coulson go nowhere near answering the questions
they have to answer. To his credit, John Whittingdale, the Tory chair of the relevant
select committee, looks like he will want to ask those questions.

There are questions too for the Press Complaints Commission. Do not hold any of your
breath in expecting them to be answered. It is a body for the media, by the media, a
disgrace to the concept of meaningful self-regulation.

And John Prescott is right to deinaﬁd that serious questions of the police are answered
too. If there is a list of people known to have had their calls intercepted by the News of
the World, all the people on that list have a right to know.

So, as I said last night, questions for the press, the cops and for Cameron. Those
questions have not gone away. They are only just beginning.
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David Cameron and Andy Coulson —
———what the blogs-are saying

Consensus emerging among bloggers that this may be the end of
Tory press chief

Alastair Campbell, on his blog, says that David Cameron needs to decide what to do
about Andy Coulson very quickly.

. } It is not my place to advise Cameron, or Coulson. But if it were, ] would be
( g 3 saying to Cameron to find out very quickly whether Coulson did act in any
’ way improperly, and to act accordingly if he thinks he did. And if I were
Coulson, I would be totally honest with Cameron to help him make that
decision. When the Damian McBride emails first surfaced, it was obvious
where it was going to end. If Cameron thinks that this situation might also
end in him having to lose his right-hand man, better to do it quickly.

Tim Montgomerie at ConservativeHome says Campbell's advice is sound.

[Coulson] stands at the heart of David Cameron's "West Wing". Losing him
because of this would be a grave setback and I hope it will be unnecessary. I
hope he will be able to tell David Cameron that he was not in any way
involved in the illegal phone-tapping of John Prescott and others.

John Prescott, on his blog, says that, although Cameron claims to be "relaxed" about the
affair, that might change.

The systematic illegal hacking of up to 3,000 people is in a different league
all together [from the McBride affair]. Allowing the man who allowed that to
happen into No 10 would be deplorable. So the question Cameron must
‘ . answer is: "Do you back him or sack him?" By the fact his people are tonight
( > briefing that he's "very relaxed" about the episode, we sadly have our answer.
h I've got a feeling that "very relaxed” attitude is going to change.

Nick Rebinson, on his blog, says that Cameron will be "anything but relaxed” about the
story this morning,

It is now clear that phone-hacking at the News of the World was much more
widespread than previously thought, that it targeted senior ministers not just
celebrities and that, if the Guardian is correct, at least one of the paper’s
executives knew about it. This is leading to calls — not just from Labour
politicians — for Andy Coulson to answer questions about what he knew and
to questions about whether he should be at David Cameron's side.

Sunny Hundal at Liberal Conspiracy says that this is Cameron’s "McBride moment".

The Conservatives milked the Damian McBride affair for all its worth —
turning up on television almost everyday in faux-outrage at how someone
could be so nasty in politics. Every day a succession of outraged rightwing
bloggers and backbench politicians said they expected better standards from
parliament. If that is the case, what will they now say about the allegations
levelled at Andy Coulson, David Cameron's director of communications?
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But Paul Staines, aka Guido Fawkes, says that it's wrong to compare Andy Coulson with
Damian McBride.

When the News of the World's royal reporter was caught at it, Coulson
resigned, saying he took "ultimate responsibility” for the hacking affair. He

gg also avoided having to explain himself to the PCC in so doing. This was
before he went to Millbank — that is the key difference between this situation
and the situation with McBride — it happened years ago in a former job, not
yesterday.

Sunder Katwala at Next Left says that Cameron appears to be motived by convenience,

Page 2 of 2

tprineipie
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Keeping Coulson may prove too difficult. But the attempt to do so suggests
that the only ethic that matters is one of convenience — and that different
rules apply to the inner circle.

Iain Dale, on his blog, says Coulson has been a good adviser, and that Cameron may be
"relaxed” because he did "due diligence” on Coulson before hiring him.

He's not a showy adviser. For someone who came into the job with a high
media profile, he has done well to stay out of the limelight. He will be
cringing at "becoming the story” because he knows that there are sometimes
dangerous consequences when that happens. Ask Alastair Campbell.

Mike Smithson at PoliticalBetting says the affair is very dangerous for Cameron,

There's little doubt that this could be highly dangerous for the Tory leader —
just at a time when he was seeking to make "character” and "honesty" into
campaign issues.

Conor Ryan on his blog says Cameron should sack Coulson.

David Cameron was at his sanctimonious best a few weeks ago when he saw
an opportunity to get rid of troublesome backwoodsmen over their duck
islands and moats ... Coulson must go. Otherwise, we must conclude that
there was nothing more to Dave's recent righteous indignation than sham PR
bluster.

Mark Thompson, on his Mark Reckons blog, says Coulson will go soon.

If Mr Cameron is smart (and we all know he is) he will be lining up a
potential replacement as I write. He may claim to be "relaxed" about the
situation but not so relaxed as to not have a Plan B, I am sure.
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atl Online

David Cameron faces calls to sack media
aide at centre of phone tapping scandal

By Niall Firth
Last updated at 11:40 AM on 09th July 2009

¢ Scotland Yard 'failed to alert targets in hacking scandal’

o Celebrities and politicians ‘had phones tapped by journalists’
+ John Prescott 'staggered’ at Cameron's 'relaxed’ reaction

¢ News of the World ‘covered up' legal cases involving tapping
« MPs and Met Police to launch probes into claims

David Cameron was today dragged into a row over claims that journalists at Rupert Murdoch's newspapers routinely
hacked into the phones of celebrities and politicians.

The Tory leader came under huge pressure to sack his chief media advisor Andy Coulson who edited the News of the
World when private investigators were allegedly hired to hack into people's phones.

The Guardian today revealed that the paper had secretly paid more than £1million to cover up legal cases involving
celebrities, sportsmen and politicians.

Targets allegedly included MPs from all three parties, Cabinet ministers and celebrities such as George Michael, Gwyneth
Paltrow, Nigella Lawson and Patsy Kensit.

The scandal raises questions about Mr Cameron's judgment in hiring the former News of the World editor as his
communications chief.

Scroll down to see video report
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Pressure: Tory lea

der David Cameron said his communications director Andy Coulson deserved a 'second chance’ over
the phone tap allegations

And today former John Prescott attacked the Tory leader for failing to take action against his director of communications
over the allegations.

But Mr Cameron insisted that Mr Coulson would remain in his job and that he was ‘relaxed’ about the claims.
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Today Scotland Yard announced that it was to launch a probe into the case.

kMet Commissioner Sir Paul Stephenson told Sky News that Assistant Commissioner John Yates was to 'establiish the
facts of this case and look into the detail.’

The Commons culture, media and sport select commitiee is also expected to investigate the claims and could haul Mr
Coulson in fo speak about his role.

Mr Coulson resigned from the newspaper after royal editor Clive Goodman was sentenced to four months in prison in
January 2007 for plotting to tap telephone messages belonging to royal aides.

Mr Prescott, who says he wants answers from police over claims they knew his phone was tapped, said he was
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The former Deputy Prime Minister accused Mr Cameron of double standards after the Tory leader had demanded the
Government sack Damian McBride, the Downing Sireet aide who resigned amid the Tory email-slur saga.

The former deputy Prime Minister told BBC Breakfast: 'If these allegations are to be believed, the enormity of it is
unbelievable.
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Tapped up: Gwyneth Paltrow and Patsy Kensit were said to have been targeted

Mr Prescott said: 'l am actually staggered that Mr Cameron, who employed Mr Coulson, who was the editor at the time
through all these allegations, says he's quite relaxed about these allegations.

| find that staggering particularly when he demanded that Mr McBride {was sacked). To say he's relaxed about this is just
unbelievable.'

One of the newspaper's settlements, totalling £700,000 in legal costs and damages, invoived legal action brought by
Gordon Taylor, chief executive of the Professional Footballers Association, the newspaper said.

in the Goodman trial, Mr Taylor was revealed as one of the public figures whose phone messages were iilegally
intercepted by private investigator Glenn Mulcaire.

Mr Coulson said last night he had 'no knowledge whatsoever’ of any settlement with Gordon Taylor, chief executive of the
Professional Footballers Association.

But Mr Prescott added: 'He (Mr Coulson) should come before the committee and explain what he did know.

‘It's time for him to speak out and it's time for Mr Cameron to ask the essential questions that he can certainly find out if he
reads the Guardian.'
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Nigella Lawson, PFA chief Gordon Taylor and PR guru Max Clifford are all believed to have had their phones tapped by
private investigators

Mr Cameron, speaking outside his home in west London this morning, said: ‘It's wrong for newspapers to breach people’s
privacy with no justification.

"That is why Andy Coulson resigned as editor of the News of the World two-and-a-half years ago.
'Of course | knew about that resignation before offering him the job. But | believe in giving people a second chance.

‘As director of communications for the Conservatives he does an excellent job in a proper, upright way at all times.’
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Mr Coulsor's role with the Tories is fo advise on media strategy and how to handle stories. He is believed to earn at least
£450,000 - twice as much as Mr Cameron.

A Metropolitan Police source told the Guardian an inquiry into Goodman's activities showed that thousands of public
figures' phone had been tapped.

Jailed:Former Neews of the World royal editor Clive Goodman
PR agent Max Clifford is another whose phone was allegedly hacked into, according to the Guardian.

He said the claims raised ‘lots of serious questions’.

Mr Clifford - who works with some of Britain's best known celebrities - told the BBC: 'if these aflegations prove to be true,
then it's something that an awful lot of people are going to very unhappy about.

He added: "Why has this just come out? According to the Guardian, it's come from police sources.

‘If the police had this information, why didn't they act on it? There are lots of questions that need to be answered, serious
guestions.’

Senior Tories last night dismissed the revelations as a Labour smear campaign designed to damage Mr Coulson.

However, the chairman of an influential Commons committee is poised to summon newspaper chiefs to answer 'serious’
questions over the affair.

Tory MP John Whittingdale also indicated he would recommend the cullure, media and sport commitiee reopen an inquiry
into the issue when it held urgent discussions today.

Mr Whittingdale said: "My view is that this has raised very serious questions about the evidence given to us.

‘There are a number of questions | would like to put to News International on the basis of what The Guardian has
reported.’

The committee would examine the matter ‘as a matter of urgency' at a scheduled meeting iater today, he said.
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‘It may well be that we decide we wish to have somebody from News International fo appear before us.’

He said he had seen no ‘direct evidence' that assurances previously given to the committee by the publisher on the matter
had been untrue.

But he added: ‘If that is the case it does beg the question why News International have apparently paid huge sums of
money in settlement of actions in the courts.

‘That is a question | would wish to put to News International.'

Former Cabinet minister Geoff Hoon said: ‘it is hard to see how in these circumstances Andy Coulson can continue as
David Cameron's communications chief while such a cloud hangs over his reputation.

N

John Prescott has said he wants answers from police over claims they knew his phone was tapped

‘David Cameron must make clear what action he intends to take on this matter.”

Liberal Democrat home affairs spokesman Chris Huhne said: "At the very least Andy Coulson was responsible for a
newspaper that was out of control and at worst he was perscnally implicated.

‘Either way, a future prime minister cannot have someone who is involved in these sort of underhand tactics. The exact
parallel is with Damian McBride.

‘If it is more than a thousand (phone taps) it seems most unlikely to me to have been just one journalist. There needs fo be
a full investigation.’

Former home secretary Charles Clarke said that the allegations raised serious questions for News International, the
Conservatives and the police.

‘t think it is outrageous. | think we do need action immediately,” he told the BBC Radio 4 Today programme.

‘News International has to publish the full list of those that they have bugged, | think that David Cameron has to sack Andy
Coulson because his denial is very narrow in the extreme. | think David Cameron himself has to be much clearer about
the situation.
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‘| think that the Home Secretary should be asking the Chief Inspector of Constabulary for a full report about the police
behaviour in this whole incident.’

A spokesman for Murdoch's News International said a comment on the matter was not appropriate at this time.
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this is obviously some sort of smear campaign by the labour party, hoping it will grow legs and also deter some from the

main issues of our country. the guardian have been sitting on this story until the "right time". nick robinson is as usual the
mouth piece for this labour government.

- ade young, london, 09/7/2009 09:03
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This could be a scandal worse than Watergate if the motives were to obtain information to undermine particular politicians.
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As a useless pofitician it was quite fruitless to bug Prescotts phone other than to learn where he buys his pork pies and
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Of course he demands action from the police when it affect him but he would not say a word if it was anybody else.

- martin Cross, slough, 09/7/2009 08:42
Click to rate __ Rating 27

Report abuse .
Perhaps now our civil libereties will stop being eroded by council spies.

- Mabalsa Richie, cardiff wales, 09/7/2009 08:40
Click to rafe __Rating 30

Report abuse
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THE chairman of an influential Commons committee is poised to summon newspaper chiefs to answer
“serious" questions following fresh claims about the use of phone taps.

Tory MP John Whittingdale also indicated he would recommend the culture, media and sport committee
reopen an inquiry into the issue when it held urgent discussions today.

He spoke out after The Guardian claimed News Group Newspapers, which publishes titles including the News
of the World, had paid out more than £1 million to settle cases that threatened to reveal evidence of its

journalists' alleged involvement in telephone hacking.

MPs from all three parties including former Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott and Cabinet minister Tessa
Jowell were among the targets of the alleged phone taps, The Guardian said.

It quoted sources saying police officers found evidence of News Group staff using private investigators who
had hacked into "thousands" of mobile phones.

Mr Whittingdale said: "My view is that this has raised very serious questions about the evidence given to us.

"There are a number of questions I would like to put to News International on the basis of what The Guardian
has reported.”

The committee would examine the matter "as a matter of urgency" at a scheduled meeting later today, he said.
"It may well be that we decide we wish to have somebody from News International to appear before us.”

He said he had seen no "direct evidence” that assurances previously given to the committee by the publisher
on the matter had been untrue.
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But he added: "If that is the case it does beg the question why News International have apparently paid huge
sums of money in settlement of actions in the courts.

"That is a question I would wish to put to News International.”

Mr Prescott said he wanted answers from the police over the claims they knew his phone was tapped by
private investigators working for journalists.

"I find it staggering that there could be a list known to the police of people who had their phone tapped.

“I'm named as one of them, for such a criminal act not to be reported to me, and for action not to be taken
against the people who have done it, reflects very badly on the police, and I want to know their answer."

The Guardian said Andy Coulson, Conservative leader David Cameron's director of communications, was
deputy editor and then editor of the News of the World when journalists were using the private investigators.

Mr Coulson resigned from the News of the World after royal editor Clive Goodman was sentenced to four
months in prison in January 2007 for plotting to hack into telephone messages belonging to royal aides.

The Guardian said the £1 million paid out by News Group to secure secrecy concerned three out-of-court
settlements in cases that would have shown the alleged methods being used.

One of the settlements, totalling £700,000 in legal costs and damages, involved legal action brought by
Gordon Taylor, chief executive of the Professional Footballers Association, the newspaper said.

In the Goodman trial, Mr Taylor was revealed as one of the public figures whose phone messages were
illegally intercepted by private investigator Glenn Mulcaire.

Mr Coulson said last night: "This story relates to an alleged payment made after I left the News of the World
two and half years ago. ‘

"I have no knowledge whatsoever of any settlement with Gordon Taylor.

"The Mulcaire case was investigated thoroughly by the police and by the Press Complaints Commission. [
took full responsibility at the time for what happened on my watch but without my knowledge and resigned.”

Labour sought to use the allegations to question Mr Coulson's role with the Conservatives.

Former Cabinet minister Geoff Hoon said: "It is hard to see how in these circumstances Andy Coulson can
continue as David Cameron's communications chief while such a cloud hangs over his reputation.

“David Cameron must make clear what action he intends to take on this matter.”

Liberal Democrat home affairs spokesman Chris Huhne said: "At the very least Andy Coulson was responsible
for a newspaper that was out of control and at worst he was personally implicated.

"Either way, a future prime minister cannot have someone who is involved in these sort of underhand tactics.
The exact parallel is with Damian McBride.

“If it is more than a thousand (phone taps) it seems most unlikely to me to have been just one journalist. There
needs to be a full investigation.”

A spokeswoman for News International, the parent company c;f NewsGroup Newspapers, sa1d 4;'Nem\u>vsr h

International feels it is inappropriate to comment at this time."

Responding to the claims, the Metropolitan Police said in a statement: "The MPS carried out an investigation
into the alleged unlawful interception of telephone calls.

"Officers liaised closely with the Crown Prosecution Service. Two people were charged and subsequently
convicted and jailed. We are not prepared to comment further.”
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PR agent Max Clifford is another whose phone was allegedly hacked into, according to the Guardian.
He said the claims raised "lots of serious questions”.

Mr Clifford — who works with some of Britain's best known celebrities — told the BBC: "If these allegations
prove to be true, then it's something that an awful lot of people are going to very unhappy about."

He also asked: "Why has this just come out?

"According to the Guardian, it's come from police sources.

"If the police had this information, why didn't they act on it?

"There are lots of questions that need to be answered, serious questions."

Page 1 of 1

Last Updated: 09 July 2009 8:31 AM
Source: scotsman.com

Location: Scotland
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avid Cameron's director of communications is under
increasing pressure today after allegations that
thousands of people had their phones tapped by
ournalists while he was editor of News Of The World.

Andy Coulson is under
increasing pressure

Andy Coulson, was deputy editor and then editor of the
News of the World when journalists were using the private
investigators.

Mr Coulson resigned from the News of the World after royal editor Clive Goodman
was sentenced to four months in prison in January 2007 for plotting to hack mnto
telephone messages belonging to royal aides.

Now, former Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott wants answers from police over
claims they knew his phone was tapped by private investigators working for
journalists but was not told about it.

The Guardian claimed News Group Newspapers, which publishes titles including
the News of the World, had paid out more than £1 million to settle cases that
threatened to reveal evidence of its journalists' alleged involvement in telephone
hacking.

It quoted sources saying police officers found evidence of News Group staff using
private investigators who had hacked into "thousands" of mobile phones.
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The chairman of an influential Commons committee said tonight he wanted to
summon newspaper chiefs to answer "serious questions" following fresh claims
about the use of phone taps.

Tory MP John Whittingdale indicated he would recommend the culture, media and
sport committee reopen an inquiry into the issue when it held urgent discussions
tomorrow.

MPs from all three parties and Cabinet ministers I find it st o that
including Mr Prescott and former culture secretary Ind 1t staggering tha

Tessa Jowell were among the targets, the newspaper there could be a l.iSt
said. known to the police of

people who had their
Mz Prescott, asked on Channel 4 News if he had been  phone tapped
told by police that his phone was tapped, said:
"Absolutely not.

"[ find it staggering that there could be a list known to the police of people who had
their phone tapped.

"I'm named as one of them, for such a criminal act not to be reported to me, and for
action not to be taken against the people who have done it, reflects very badly on
the police, and I want to know their answer."

The Guardian said Andy Coulson, Conservative leader David Cameron's director of
communications, was deputy editor and then editor of the News of the World when
journalists were using the private investigators.

Mr Coulson resigned from the News of the World after royal editor Clive Goodman
was sentenced to four months in prison in January 2007 for plotting to hack into
telephone messages belonging to royal aides.

Mr Prescott said of Mr Coulson's current role: "I hope Mr Cameron will clear him
out." And he added: "Seeing some of the stories in the press that are always printed
about me, and the family, I couldn't help but feel that they had more access to
private information.

"The secretaries in my own office complained that the journalists had their private
telephone numbers and mobile numbers, and couldn't understand why."

The Guardian said payments of more than £1 million have secured secrecy over
three out-of-court settlements which would have shown the alleged methods being
used.
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One of the settlements, totalling £700,000 in legal costs and damages, involved
legal action brought by Gordon Taylor, chief executive of the Professional
Footballers Association, the newspaper said.

In the Goodman trial, Mr Taylor was revealed as one of the public figures whose
phone messages were illegally intercepted by private investigator Glenn Mulcaire.

A spokeswoman for News International, the parent company of News Group
Newspapers, said tonight: "News International feels it is inappropriate to comment
at this time."

Referring to the alleged Gordon Taylor settlement, Mr Coulson said: "This story
relates to an alleged payment made after I left the News of the World two and half
years ago. "I have no knowledge whatsoever of any settlement with Gordon Taylor.

"The Mulcaire case was investigated thoroughly by the police and by the Press
Complaints Commission. I took full responsibility at the time for what happened on
my watch but without my knowledge and resigned."
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Murdoch: cases involve News of the World and the Sun
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o Chinese stage show of force to stem ethnic violence

NICK DAVIES in London

RUPERT MURDOCH’S News Group newspapers in Britain have paid out more than £1 million
(€1.16 million) to settle legal cases that threatened to reveal evidence of his journalists’ repeated
involvement in the use of criminal methods to get stories.

The payments secured secrecy over out-of-court settlements in three cases that threatened to expose
evidence of Murdoch journalists using private investigators who illegally hacked into the mobile
phone messages of public figures and to gain unlawful access to confidential personal data including
tax records, social security files, bank statements and itemised phone bills.

Cabinet ministers, members of parliament, actors and sports stars were all targets of the private
investigators.

The suppressed evidence may open the door to hundreds more legal actions by victims of News
Group, the Murdoch company that publishes the News of the World and the Sun , as well as
provoking police inquiries into reporters who were involved and the senior executives responsible
for them. The evidence also poses difficult questions for:

- opposition Conservative party leader David Cameron’s director of communications, Andy Coulson
who was deputy editor and then editor of the News of the World when Journahsts for whom he was
responsible were engaging in apparently ilegal acts; , ce e :

Y

- Murdoch executives who, albeit in good faith, misled a parliamentary select committee, the UK
Press Complaints Commission and the public;

- the London Metropolitan police, who did not alert all those whose phones were targeted, and the
crown prosecution service, which did not pursue all possible charges against News Group personnel;
and
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- the Press Complaints Commission, which claimed to have conducted an investigation but failed to
uncover any evidence of illegal activity.

The suppressed legal cases are linked to the jailing in January 2007 of News of the World reporter
Clive Goodman for hacking into the mobile phones of three royal staff, an offence under the
Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act. At the time, News International said it knew of no other
journalist who was involved in hacking phones and that Goodman had been acting without their
knowledge.

However, one senior source at the Met said that during the Goodman inquiry, officers had found
evidence of News Group staff using private investigators who hacked into “thousands” of mobile
phones.

Another source with direct knowledge of the police findings put the figure at “two or three thousand”
mobiles.

They suggest that MPs from all three UK parties and cabinet ministers, including former deputy
prime minister John Prescott and former culture secretary Tessa Jowell, were among the targets.

News International has always maintained that it has no knowledge of phone hacking by anybody
acting on its behalf.

A private investigator who had been working for News Group, Glenn Mulcaire, was also jailed in
January 2007.

He admitted hacking into the phones of five other targets, including Gordon Taylor, chief executive
of the Professional Footballers’ Association. Among the phones he hacked into were those of the
Liberal Democrat MP Simon Hughes, celebrity PR Max Clifford, model Elle MacPherson and
football agent Sky Andrew.

News Group denied all knowledge of the hacking, but Mr Taylor last year sued on the basis that it
must have known about it.

In documents initially submitted to the UK high court, News Group executives said the company had
not been involved in any way in Mulcaire’s hacking of Mr Taylor’s phone. They specifically denied
keeping any recording or notes of intercepted messages and claimed they had not even been aware of
the hacking.

But at the request of Mr Taylor’s lawyers, the court ordered the production of evidence from
Scotland Yard’s inquiry in the Goodman case and from a separate inquiry by the UK Information
Commissioner into journalists who dishonestly obtain confidential personal records.

The Scotland Yard files included paperwork which revealed that, contrary to News Group’s initial
denial, Mulcaire had provided a recording of the messages on Mr Taylor’s phone to a News of the
World journalist who had transcribed and e-mailed them to a senior reporter; and a News of the
World executive had offered Mulcaire a substantial bonus for a story related to the intercepted
messages.

Several famous figures in football are among those whose messages were intercepted. Coulson was
editing the paper at this time. He said this week he knew nothing about Mr Taylor’s action, which
began after he left the paper.

The paperwork from the UK Information Commission revealed the names of 31 journalists working
for the News of the World and the Sun , together with the details of government agencies, banks,
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phone companies and others who were conned into handing over confidential information on
politicians, actors, sportsmen and women, musicians and television presenters, all of whom are
named.

This is an offence under the UK Data Protection Act unless it is justified by public interest.

Senior editors are among those implicated. This activity occurred before the mobile phone hacking,
when Coulson was deputy and the editor was Rebekah Wade, now due to become chief executive of
News International. The extent of their personal knowledge, if any, is not clear.

Faced with this evidence, News International changed its position, started offering cash payments to
settle the case out of court, and paid out £700,000 in legal costs and damages on the condition Mr
Taylor signed a gagging clause.

News Group then persuaded the court to seal the file on Mr Taylor’s case, even though it contained
prima facie evidence of criminal activity.

At least two other football figures filed complaints, which were settled earlier this year when News
International paid more than £300,000 in damages and costs on condition they signed gagging
clauses. — (Guardian service)

This article appears in the print edition of the Irish Times
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Phone taps: Met to 'establish facts', PCC
to investigate

9 July 2009
By Paul McNally, and PA Mediapoint, Press Association

Metropolitan Police assistant commissioner John Yates is to "establish the facts” about claims that the
News of the World hacked into mobile phones and will report back later today.

Met commissioner Sir Paul Stephenson told Sky News: "I have asked him to establish the facts of this case
and look into the detail.”

He added: "I think we have got a track record of doing exactly what we are supposed to do. If we need to
investigate, we will investigate.

"We will do the right thing and do what we have to do to investigate crime wherever it exists."

He was speaking following claims by The Guardian that News Group Newspapers, which publishes titles
including the News of the World, has paid out more than £1m to settle cases that threatened to reveal
evidence of its journalists’ alleged involvement in telephone hacking.

MPs from all three parties including former deputy prime minister John Prescott and Cabinet minister Tessa
Jowell were among the targets of the alleged phone taps, The Guardian said.

It quoted sources saying police officers found evidence of News Group staff using private investigators who
hacked into "thousands" of mobile phones.

Ministers will face questions about the allegations in the Commons this morning.

Liberal Democrat MP Evan Harris has tabled an urgent question asking Home Secretary Alan Johnson
about the response of police ard prosecutors to alleged "illegal surveillance” by newspapers.

Harris, a member of the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human Rights, said: "While we are rightly
worried about Government surveillance getting out of hand, the public also have the right to be protected
from illegal actions by newspapers and their agents.

" want to see effective investigative journalism - especially of public figures who wield power - but such
journalism must be within the law.

"The law must be seen to take its full course when wrongdoing is found to avoid suggestions that wealthy
interests are able to buy their way out of the criminal justice system."

The Press Complainfs Commission conducted an inquiry in 2007 into the use of subterfuge by journalists
and came up with a number of recommendations to ensure that phone tapping was eliminated.

"The PCC has previously made clear that it finds the practice of phone message tapping deplorabie," the
Commission said in a statement today.

"Any suggestion that further transgressions have occurred since its report was published in 2007 will be
investigated without delay.

“In the meantime, the PCC is contacting the Guardian newspaper and the Information Commissioner for

any further specific information in relation to the claims, published today about the older cases, which
suggest the Commission has been misled at any stage of its inquiries into these matters.”
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MPs to reopen investigation into tabloid
phone tap claims

9 July 2009
By Press Gazette reporters, and PA Mediapoint

The Commons culture, media and sport select committee is poised to reopen an inquiry into tabloid phone
tapping following fresh claims by the Guardian newspaper.

Conservative MP John Whittingdale, who chairs the committee, will convene an urgent meeting today to
. discuss the allegations and will then summon newspaper editors to answer "serious” questions.

He spoke out after the Guardian claimed News Group Newspapers, which publishes the News of the World
and The Sun, had paid out more than £1m to seftle cases that threatened to reveal evidence of its
journalists’ alleged involvement in telephone hacking.

MPs from alf three parties including former deputy prime minister John Prescott and cabinet minister Tessa
Jowell were among the targets of the alleged phone taps, The Guardian said.

The Guardian piece, by investigative journalist and Flat Earth News author Nick Davies, quoted sources
saying police officers found evidence of News Group staff using private investigators who had hacked into
“thousands” of mobile phones.

Whittingdale told the Press Association: "My view is that this has raised very serious questions about the
evidence given to us.

"“There are a number of questions | would like to put to News International on the basis of what The
Guardian has reporied.”

‘Matter of urgency’
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The committee would examine the matter "as a matter of urgency" at a scheduled meeting later today, he
said.

“It may well be that we decide we wish to have somebody from News International to appear before us.”

He said he had seen no "direct evidence” that assurances previously given to the committee by the
publisher on the matter had been untrue.

But he added: "If that is the case it does beg the question why News International have apparently paid
huge sums of money in settlement of actions in the courts.

"That is a question | would wish to put to News International.”

Prescott said he wanted answers from the police over the claims they knew his phone was tapped by
private investigators working for journalists.

"l find it staggering that there could be a list known to the police of people who had their phone tapped,” he
said.

"I'm named as one of them, for such a criminal act not to be reported to me, and for action not to be taken
against the people who have done it, reflects very badly on the police, and | want to know their answer.”

The Guardian said Andy Coulson, Conservative leader David Cameron's director of communications, was
deputy editor and then editor of the News of the World when journalists were using the private investigators.

Coulson resigned from the News of the World after royal editor Clive Goodman was sentenced to four
months in prison in January 2007 for plotting to hack into telephone messages belonging to royal aides.

Settlements

The Guardian said the £1m paid out by News Group to secure secrecy concerned three out-of-court
settlements in cases that would have shown the alleged methods being used.

One of the settlements, totalling £700,000 in legal costs and damages, involved legal action brought by
Gordon Taylor, chief executive of the Professional Footballers Association, the newspaper said.

In the Goodman trial, Taylor was revealed as one of the public figures whose phone messages were
illegally intercepted by private investigator Glenn Mulcaire.

Coulson said last night: "This story relates to an alleged payment made after | left the News of the World
two and half years ago.

"l have no knowledge whatsoever of any settlement with Gordon Taylor.

“The Mulcaire case was investigated thoroughly by the police and by the Press Complaints Commission. |
took full responsibility at the time for what happened on my watch but without my knowledge and resigned.”

Labour sought to use the allegations to question Coulson's role with the Conservatives.

Former cabinet minister Geoff Hoon said: "It is hard to see how in these circumstances Andy Coulson can
continue as David Cameron's communications chief while such a cloud hangs over his reputation.

“David Cameron must make clear what action he intends to take on this matter.”
'‘Out of control’

Liberal Democrat home affairs spokesman Chris Huhne said: "At the very least Andy Coulson was
responsible for a newspaper that was out of control and at worst he was personally implicated.
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"Either way, a future prime minister cannot have someone who is involved in these sort of underhand
tactics. The exact parallel is with Damian McBride.

“If it is more than a thousand (phone taps) it seems most unlikely to me to have been just one journalist.
There needs to be a full investigation.”

A spokeswoman for News International, the parent company of News Group Newspapers, said: "News
International feels it is inapproprate to comment at this time."

Responding to the claims, the Metropolitan Police said in a statement: “The MPS carried out an
investigation into the alleged unlawful interception of telephone calls.

"Officers liaised closely with the Crown Prosecution Service. Two people were charged and subsequently
convicted and jailed. We are not prepared to comment further.”

PR agent Max Clifford is another whose phone was allegedly hacked into, according to the Guardian. He
said the claims raised "lots of serious questions”.

Ciifford - who works with some of Britain's best known celebrities - told the BBC: "If these allegations prove
to be true, then it's something that an awful lot of people are going to very unhappy about.”

He also asked: "Why has this just come out? According to the Guardian, it's come from police sources.

"If the police had this information, why didn't they act on it? There are lots of questions that need to be
answered, serious questions.”

Serious questions

Former home secretary Charles Clarke said that the allegations in The Guardian raised serious questions
for News International, the Conservatives, and the police.

"t think it is outrageous. | think we do need action immediately," he told the BBC Radio 4 Today programme.

"News International has to publish the full list of those that they have bugged, | think that David Cameron
has to sack Andy Coulson because his denial is very narrow in the extreme. | think David Cameron himself
has to be much clearer about the situation.

"l think that the Home Secretary should be asking the Chief Inspector of Constabulary for a full report about
the police behaviour in this whole incident.”

Cameron, speaking outside his home in west London this morning, said: "It's wrong for newspapers to
breach people's privacy with no justification.

"That is why Andy Coulson resigned as editor of the News of the World two-and-a-half years ago.

"Of course | knew about that resignation before offering him the job. But | believe in giving people a second
chance.

"As director of communications for the Conservatives he does an excellent job in a proper, upright way at all
times."
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Reaction to phone hack claims

The newspaper publisher News
.o
" HE

Internationat paid £1m in three
World journalists were accused w ’
of involvement in phone ! D

E-mail this to a friend
court cases after News of the
hacking, it has been claimed.

The Guardian alleges
journalists hired private
investigators who obtained
information illegally on
thousands of people and that
the police knew about it and
did not act.

Thousands of pollticians and ceiebrities
were allegedly targeted

The allegations have sparked outrage both fram those allegedly
targeted, and from media insiders. Here are some of their responses.

ANDREW NEIL

Mr Neil is a former editor of the Sunday Times which is
published by News International.

"I'm shocked by the scale of it and by the altegations and evidence
that they have presented of widespread criminal activity.

“I'm aiso shocked by the inability of either the police or the courts or
the Prass Complaints Commission or anybody eise basically to do
anything about it, basically to coflude in sweeping it under the carpet.

"Those who have been on the receiving end of this criminal activity so
far have not had recourse to justice.

"Someone has yet to expfain to me why getting into the voicemaii of
[the actress] Gwyneth Paitrow after she's had a baby is in the public
interest.

"They were investigating celebrities, they were looking for scandal,
they were looking for sexual impropriety and so on. They weren't
operating in the public interest and [ think that would be an impossible
defence.”

DAVID CAMERON

The Conservative leader has defended his director of
communications, Andy Coulson, who was editor at the News of
the World at the time the alleged hacking took place.

“It is wrong for newspapers to breach people’s privacy without
justification. I mean that is why after all Andy Coulson resigned from
the News of the World two-and-a-half years ago.

“Of course I knew about that resignation when I gave him a job.

“But I believe in giving people a second chance and as the director of
communications he does an excellent job for the Conservative Party
and behaves properly and in an upright way in everything he does.”

JOHN PRESCOTT

The former deputy primme minister was one of the alleged
targets of the phone hacking.

"If these allegations are to be believed, the enormity of it is
unbelievable.

“I am actually staggered that Mr Cameron, who employed Mr Coulson,
who was the editor at the time through all these allegations, says he's
quite relaxed about these allegations.

"I find that staggering... To say he's relaxed about this is just
unbelievable.

"He (Mr Coulson) should come before the [Commons culture]
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committee and explain what he did know. It's time for him to speak
out and it's time for Mr Cameron to ask the essential guestions that he
can certainly find out if he reads the Guardian.”

MAXY CLIFFORE

The publicist is another person allegedly targeted by the Rews
of the World.

"If these attegations turn out to be true, then i's something an awful
lot people are going to be very unhapoy about, and justifiably so, just
as [ was.

“Why has it just come cut? Because according to the Guardian it's
come from police sources, so if the police had this stuff, why didn't
they act on it?

“What [ am considering doing is let's see what evidence there is, let's
make absoclutely sure that what is in the Guardian is 100% true, what
proof there is, and then obviously I've got to consider my options.

"You need to make sure that it never happens again because it totally
exceeds the power of the media. A free press is vitally importantin a
demacracy, bul this is far too much.”
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Q&A: Phone hacking row

As police prepare to examine claims of widespread mobile
phone hacking by the News of the Worfd, we fock at some of
the key gquestions surrounding the story.

What is the row all about?

The Guardian newspaper's front page is claiming journalists on the
tabloid News of the Worfd were involved in widespread phone-hacking
of several thousand celebrities, sports stars and politicians.

The paper says it has evidence that News Group Newspapers - owner
of The News of the World, the Sun, the Times and the Sunday Times -
paid £1m to settle iegal cases that might have revealed evidence of
the journalists’ illegal activities.

If that evidence had been made available, then victims of phone
hacking may have been able take action against the News of the
World.

The Guardian says the News of the World made a £700,000 payout to
Gordon Taylor, head of the Professionai Footballers' Association - but
only on condition that detaiis of his case were not made public, the
paper said.

News Group's lawyers are then accused by the paper of persuading the
court to "seal the file" on Mr Taylor's case to prevent all public access.

The allegations have not only caused deep concern for those who were
apparently targeted but also raised questions over who knew the
extent of the illegal activity and why more was not done to tackle it.

As well as the News of the World, those in the spotlight include the
Crown Prosecution Service which ailegedly agreed to seal the file, and
the Metropolitan Police who failed to afert the alleged victims.

Fingers are also being pointed at Andy Coulson, News of the World
editor when the allegations were made, and aow a key figure in the
Conservative party.

Former deputy PM John Prescott, one of the alleged targets, has called
for police to investigate. Other including Lord Mandelson and former
Home Secretary Charles Clarke have also waded into the row.

Why has it now come to light?

The story stems from the jailing of News of the Worid royal reporter
Clive Goodman in 2007 for hacking into the mobile phones of three

royal staff. At the time, News International said Goodman had been
acting without their knowledge.

Ouring that case it emerged private investigator Glenn Mulcaire tapped
into the phones of Gordon Taylor, chief executive of the Professional
Footballers’ Association, and four other prominent figures.

A year later Gordon Taylor sued News Group, which owns the News of
the World, on the basis that its senior executives must have known
about the alleged operation.

An out-of-court settiement was reached on condition that details of the
case were not made public.

The Guardian claims the information from the case - which would have
exposed allegations of widespread phone hacking by News of the
World journalists - was then suppressed by the pofice and the High
Court.

And it is some of that information that they disclosed in their
newspaper on Thursday.

Whose phone was hacked into?

Cabinet ministers, MPs, actors and sports stars are all said to have
been bugged.

On the Guardian's list are former deputy Prime Minister John Prescott,
former culture secretary Tessa Jowell, celebrity cook Nigella Lawson,
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actress Gwyneth Paltrow, London Mayor Boris Johnson, comedian
Lenny Henry, singer George Michael and the late Jade Goody.

The Guardian quotes one source as saying between “2,000 and 3,000"
public figures had been bugged.

Who is Andy Coulson?

Andy Coulson was editor of the News of the World at the time when his
journalists were allegedly involved in phone hacking into thousands of
mobiles. Now he is director of communications for the Conservative
party.

He started his journalism career on regional papers, before rising
rapidly through the ranks to become News of the World editor by his
mid 30s.

He oversaw a string of tabloid exclusives on the private lives of David
Beckham, David Blunkett and Sven Goran Eriksson.

But he resigned in January 2007 on the day Clive Goodman was jailed
for four months for illegal phone hacking.

He denied knowledge of events, but said he would take the ultimate

responsibility for them. A Press Complaints Commission investigation
found no evidence that he or anyone else at the paper was aware of
Goodman's illegal activities.

Lass than six months fater though he was back in a job, hired by David
Cameron to be his director of communications and pfanning.

What have the Tories said?

Conservative leader David Cameron is standing by his communications
director, insisting his job is safe.

“He does an excellent job for the Conservatives, in a proper, upright
way at alt times,” he said.

*It's wrong for newspapers to breach peopie’s privacy with no
justification.

"That is why Andy Coulson resigned as editor of the News of the World
two-and-a-half years ago. Of course I knew about that resignation
before offering him the job. But I believe in giving people a second
chance."

Why didn’'t the police investigate?

1t is unclear yet how far any police investigation has gone. What is
known is that the atleged targets of the phone hacking were not
informed when the information about the hack operation first came to
fight.

On Thursday, Met Police Commissioner Sir Pauf Stephenson announced
a senior officer had been ordered to “establish the facts” on the case.

Legal axperts say even if the police had been aware of other phone
hacking targets, unless there were complainants, they would not
necessarily have investigated further.

However, John Prescott has said that if the victims were kept in the
dark in the first place, they were unlikely to been able to complain.

Legal analyst Joshua Rozenberg said there was no obligation on the
police to inform the alleged targets of the phone tapping.

*I think the police would say they don’t go arcund pubiishing
Information like this,” he said.

"It's their job to investigate crimes and pass information onto the
Crown Prosecution Service. And if the CPS chose not to prosecute, or
even to tell the peopfe involved, that's their decision.”

How can a mobile phone be hacked?

Security expert Mark Cooper says there are three methods by which a
mobile telephone calls can be intercepted.

This can be done either at the handset, or during the conversation -
which is illegal and very expensive - or through the mobile phone
company which connects the device.

Are there laws preventing be;)pie from hacking into phones?

It is illegal to gain access to another person's telephone under Section
1 of the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000 (RIPA).

Legal affairs analyst Jon Silverman said the only exception is if the
hacking is being done by the authorities, who will have gained legal
clearance.

He said: "The RIPA act was a controversial one. The government
wanted to put on a statutory footing the activities of bodies like the
police, MIS and security agencies generally.
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“1t raises the guestion of the very buoyant market for confidential
information in this country and the biggest buyers are the media.”

What are the penalties for breaking the law in this way?

The maximurn sentence is two years ia prisen, or a fine, or possibly

both.
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PM: Phone Hacks Raise Serious
Questions

4:52pm UK, Thursday July 08, 2009

Gordon Brown has said the reported phone hacking by a
Sunday newspaper raises "serious questions” - as
David Cameron comes under pressure to sack his top
media aide.

Andy Coulson joined David Cameron's team in July 2007

Speaking at the G8 summit in ltaly, the Prime Minister said: "l am not aware of the details of what is
being talked about, other than that there is an issue on this in London.

He added: "l think this raises questions that are serious and will obviously have to be considered.”

Mr Brown spoke as calls came for the Tory leader to sack his head of communications, Andy Coulson,
over the affair.

The Guardian claimed News Group Newspapers paid out more than £1m to settle cases that threatened
to reveal evidence of its journalists involvement in illegal hacking.

The affair has led to questions being asked about Andy Coulson, the
former News of the World editor and current communications chief for
the Tory leader.

He was in charge of the Sunday paper when its royal editor Clive
Goodman was sent to jail for trying to hack into the voicemail of royal
aides.

Mr Coulson later resigned over the affair.

Culture, Media and Sport Secretary Ben Bradshaw said Mr Cameron
has questions to answer.

On his Twitter feed, he wrote: "David Cameron, the police and the
Press Complaints Commission all have questions to answer in relation
Gordon Brown wants answers tO deay'S Gual’dlan Fe\/efaﬁcnsﬁ

And Lib Dem home affairs spokesman Chris Huhne also weighed in.

He said if it was right for the Prime Minister to sack adviser Damian McBride over emails containing
allegations about senior Conservatives, it was right that Mr Cameron should sack Mr Coulson.

However, the Tory leader defended his man.

"Of course | knew about that resignation before offering him the job. But | believe in giving people a
second chance,” Mr Cameron said.
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"As director of communications for the Conservatives he does an excellent job in a proper, upright way at
all times.”

Meanwhile, the police have got involved.

Assistant Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, John Yates, will "establish the facts™ about the story
and will report back later today.

"We will do the right thing and do what we have to do fo investigate crime wherever it exists,"
Commissioner Sir Paul Stephenson told Sky News.

Whittingdale: News Int Has Questions To Answer

Home Office minister David Hanson said the allegations were serious and deserved investigation.

Meanwhile, Tory MP John Whitlingdale, who chairs the culture, media and sport committee, told Sky
News he will reopen an inquiry, held after the revelations in 2007, into the issue.

"At that time, we took evidence from News International who gave us absolute assurance that this was a
one-off," he told Sky News.

“ haven't seen any evidence to disprove that but on the other hand if these payments have been made,
as the Guardian suggests, if does raise the question: why?”

Senior Labour figures say they question they judgement of Mr Cameron in hiring Mr Coulson.

Former deputy Prime Minister John Prescott told Sky News he had written a letter to the Tory leader
asking him if he had questioned Mr Coulson about his involvement.

"How is it that all these other authorities are inquiring into the affair and he is the only one not prepared to
conduct a proper investigation?" he asked.

Mr Prescott's was one of the phones apparently hacked into by private investigators working for the
News of the World.

"So the question Cameron must answer is 'do you back him or sack him?™
Charles Clarke: Hacking Scandal Taints Cameron
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Former home secretary Charles Clarke told Sky News: "For David Cameron to leave Andy Coulson there
shows very serious misjudgement.

) “In fact, | would say, it disqualifies him from being leader of this country.”
Tony Blair's former aide Alastair Campbelltold Sky News Mr Cameron still had guestions to answer, "not
least about his judgement”.
"He came out this moming, bright-eyed and bushy-tailed, and said there is no problem and there will not
be a sacking.
"He may be right but we have to know that he has at least asked the right questions... There are too many
unanswered questions.”
Mr Coulson released a statement on Wednesday night.
it said: "This story relates to an alleged payment made after | left the News of the World two and haif
years ago.
" have no knowledge whatsoever of any settlement with Gordon Taylor.

i "The Mulcaire [royal] case was investigated thoroughly by the paolice and by the Press Complainis
Commission.

"l took full responsibility at the time for what happened on my wafch but without my knowledge and
resigned.”

Sky's political correspondent Joey Jones said: “It needs to be
recognised that this is very much being ramped up politically.

“Labour Party figures know how important Andy Coulson is to David
Cameron and they seem to see this as an opportunity to put pressure on
the Tory leader.

“They know that by making links between this case and the case of
Damien McBride, as John Prescott has been doing, they will make
things uncomfortable for the Conservative Party."

News International is part of the group which has a controlling stake in
Sky News owner BskyB.

Prescott wants police involvement

COMMENTS TO THE STORY

Surely Mr Cameron has got it wrong, he said newspapers should not be allowed to tap
phones without justification. There is no justification whatsoever for newspapers to tap
phones.

Posted By :Expat Report This
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Police Looking Into Phone Hacking Claims

BREAKING NEWS

12:31pm UK, Thursday July 09, 2009

A senior police officer will "establish the facts™ about
claims a newspaper hacked into the mobile phones of
thousands of people including celebrities and
politicians.

Clockwise from top left: McPherson, Prescott, Jowell and Paltrow

Metropolitan Police Commissioner Sir Paul Stephenson told Sky News he has asked Assistant
Commissioner John Yates to report back today.

The investigation follows claims that police officers found evidence of News International staff using
private investigators to illegally intercept voicemail messages.

The cormnpany, which publishes the News Of The World and The Sun, paid out more than £1m to settle
cases which threatened to reveal evidence of its journalists’ alleged involvement, according to The

‘ ] Guardian.

: t Sir Paul said: "l think we have got a track record of doing exactly what we are supposed to do. If we need
to investigate, we will investigate.

"We will do the right thing and do what we have to do to investigate crime wherever it exists.”

Boris: I'm Not Bothered
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MPs from all three parties, including former deputy prime minister John Prescott and Cabinet minister

Tessa Jowell, were among the targets, The Guardian said.

Model Elle McPherson, Oscar-winning actress Gwyneth Palfrow and singer George Michael were also
among those whose phones were hacked into, the newspaper alleged.

Mr Prescott said he wanted answers from the police over the claims they knew his phone was hacked
into by private investigators working for journalists.

PR agent Max Clifford, another whose phone was allegedly hacked into, added: "If the police had this

information, why didn't they act on it?

"There are lots of guestions that need o be answered, serious questions.”

A spokeswoman for News International said: "News International feels it is inappropriate to comment at
this time.”

The Guardian said Andy Coulson, Conservative leader David Cameron's director of communications,
was deputy editor and then editor of the News of the World at the time.

3 He resigned after royal editor Clive Goodman was sentenced to four

. months in prison for plotting to hack into telephone messages belonging
to royal aides.

Mr Cameron has insisted Mr Coulson will not lose his job over the
claims in The Guardian.

The newspaper said one of the setilements made, totalling £700,000 in
legal costs and damages, involved a case brought by Gordon Taylor,
chief executive of the Professional Footballers Association.

In the Goodman trial, Mr Taylor was revealed as one of the public
figures whose phone messages were illegally intercepted by private
investigator Glenn Mulcaire, who was also jailed in 2007,

Clifford unhappy about claims News International is part of the group which also owns Sky News.

COMBMENTS TO THE STORY
fooseoae

B RN

Outrageous red top behaviour. Still the PCA will be toothless to do anything about it
-Posted By :Dave Report This = . . e

| wonder where this story got leaked from ............. Anyone like to guess?

Posted By :William Report This

Did Coulson arrive with a dossier of dirt? Is that why he got the Tory gig? The more you
look, the more you see - same old Tories, same old stench. It's incumbent upon proper
journalists, Sky included, to start asking real question and stop sucking up to Cameron's
cligue.

Posted By :mackenzie evans Report This
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If it's true, News International should be shut down. This is blatantly criminal behavior
(which they will no doubt try to deny and blame on individuals.)

Posted By :Tim H Report This

Labour backing paper wonder why this news is out,smears all over again.

Posted By :spoton Report This

It didn't take long for The Police to be called in did it?. But, when it comes to MP's fiddling
their expenses, The Police are knowhere o be seenl

Posted By :Peter Report This

Copyright ©2009 BskyB
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Time for whistle-blowing in the tabloids

Author: Jon Snow|Posted: 10:44 am on 09/067/09

Category: Snowblog | Tags: bbe trust/ Jon Snow/ mobile phone/ News of the World/ ofcom/ Phone Tapping/ press complaints commission

“I’ve always assumed my phone was tapped”, John Prescott told me last night on Channel 4 News. | guess I hadn’t. But now that [ read the Guardian
revelations about the goings on inside News Interational, I suppose I should.

Any rational assessment recognises that email is unsafe. It is clearly hackable by anyone from friends, relatives and work colleagues to more malign
forces - from the corporate to the criminal and even the state.

But somehow when it comes to the little thing that burps and rings at inopportune moments in my pocket, I don’t give a thought to the idea that
someone somewhere is listening to my doings.

A couple of years ago my privacy was violated by a tabloid that decided to have me in a six-year relationship with a woman 1 had never heard of or
met in a city [ had not visited in nearly quarter of a century. Then as now, despite these revelations about the Murdoch papers” activities’ I do not
believe my phone was tapped, merely that I was a victim of sensationalist fabrication.

But the serious point from both my experience and that of the vast number of people whose privacy seems to have been violated in the present matter,
is the complete absence of accountable regulation in the newspaper end of the media. The broadcasting industry is regulated by Ofcom and the BBC
Trust. Whatever the shortcomings of these regulators (and in the BBC Trust look no further than their handiing of complaints against the BBC’s
middle east correspondent Jeremy Bowen), doing what the Murdoch group is accused of doing would quite simply bring the regulatory fist down on
all concerned.
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Snowblog - Time for whistle-blowing in the tabloids Page 2 of 3

When the News of the World scandal first broke, and their royat correspondent Clive Goodman was jailed for tapping into the phones of the royal
household, the self regulating press complaints commission (PCC) talked but its actions resulted in all but no action. Indeed editors of these papers
actually sit on the PCC - including the editor of the very organ that published the stuff in which my own identity was traduced.

Fear of media regulation centres on a natural fear of censorship. In 30 years of broadcasting I have never been seriously compromised in my work by
censorship in the UK other than at the hand of D-notices issued by government on the pretext that material might prejudice national security.

The time may have dawned when the whistle is blown on practices revealed inside one of the biggest media groups in the world. I believe the whistle
must now be blown on the PCC too.

1t is a fig leaf behind which all sorts of pernicious and unacceptable practice is toferated in the media that it supposedly regulates. There needs to be a
wholly independent regulator through whom the aggrieved, the wronged and the offended can win redress.

The tabloid press have done much to run down our sense ourselves and our society and the worth of others in a manner unsurpassed anywhere else in
western Europe. If anyone is to blame for the urgent necessity for their better regulation, they are.

Permalink[/$ 800KreRK o2 4 &_3(4) Comments
UK banking needs more than hard self-regulation Carla Bruni sidesteps G8

CommentsShowing oldest first =
1. At 1:40 pm on July 9, 2009 Ross Burton wrote:
Hear hear. The PCC are worse than useless and need to be replaced.

I was curious to see what had-been written about Jon and googled “jon snow daily mail”. http://www dailymail. co.uk/home/article-459497/Jon-
Snow—No-truth-allegations.htm! was the first hit, and very telling it is to.

Permalink|Report |Reply
2. At2:03 pm on July 9, 2009 Anthony Martin wrote:

All the regulating bodies are a corrupt load of insiders looking after each others interests. From the FSA & IPCC to The GMC. Corruption is
their name, serving their elite clique is their aim.

Permalink|Report [Reply

3. At 3:29 pm on July 9, 2009 Kris Jones wrote:
Some years ago [ worked for the Department for Culture, Media and Sport in the area of media regulation. It was clear some ministers had
serious concerns about the activities, and reputation, of the British press. However, | never sensed that even the most worried of them had any
appetite for introducing statutory regulation. The last official review, by the Calcutt Committee (set up by David Mellor, who warned the press
were drinking where drinking in the “last chance saloon”, before he caught with his trousers down), recommended strengthening the role of self-

regulation. I can’t imagine, despite the current concerns, that any minister would want to be known as the person who ended freedom of the
press. .

Permalink{Report [Reply
4. At 3:33 pm on July 9, 2009 Michael Donnelly wrote:

You know that if someone as close to the Murdoch Empire for as long as Andrew Neill has been is shocked by these practices. .. then this really
is like a moment of clarity for the press.

1 must applaud the Channel4 team for spending so much of its braoadcast on this story... it is refreshing to see the hawks within journalism being
held to account by members of their own. Applause also to the Guardian for publishing these revelations.

I cannot wait for more of these revelations to come out of the woodwork, so we can get back to the business of news being about information
and knowledge for the people.

Permalink[Report [Reply
Leave a comment
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BBC - Newsnight: From the web team: Thursday 9 July 2009

" opa

TWa Taikabout Newsnight

« Previous | Main

Thursday 9 July 2009

Verity Murphy | 18:03 PM, Thursday, 9 July 2009

Here's Gavin Esler with what is coming up on tonight's programme:
Hello,

Heard the one about the leader of the Conservative Party and the former editor of the
newspaper affectionately known as "The News of the Screws"?

Wwell, as of writing this e-mail David Cameron is standing by his press adviser Andy
Coutson, the former News of the World editor linked today with allegations that reporters
on his former newspaper may have been invoived in a pattern of tefephone bugging and
"blagging” - in effect, lying - to obtain stories.

We'll be devoting most of the programme tonight to this bizarre tale.

Why did the police not alert all those whose phones were bugged? What was the Press
Complaints Commission up to? And - whatever he is supposed to have done or not done -
how exactiy does the former editor of the News of the World fit intoc David Cameron's new

Tory party?

And there was much made of the US-Russia talks this week aimed at reducing the two
countries’ nuclear stockpiles.

But despite ali the hoopla in Moscow doesn't the real nuclear threat to world peace come
from Iran?

We'll be speaking to the man President Obama calls his "nuclear guy”", non-proliferation
adviser Dr Gary Samore, about the harsh reality of post-cold war nuclear security.

Join us at 10.30pm on BBC Two.

Gavin
Bookmark with: del.icio.us | Digg | Newsvine | NowPublic | Reddit - What's this?

CommentsSign in

You need to sign in to contribute to this page. If you're new to BBC Blogs, creating your
membership is quick and easy.

Previous

Next

1. At 6:16pm on 09 Juf 2009, JadedJean wrote:

“But despite all the hoopla in Moscow doesn't the real nuclear threat to world peace come
from Iran?"

No, that's probably Israel you're thinking of. They let others believe that they have fots of
nuciear weapons and they're not signed up to the Non Proliferation Treaty or the ICC
either. She's a bit of a rogue state is Israel. This seems to upset her neighbours quite a
bit, inspiring a few to defend themselves from pre-emptive strikes by starting up nuciear
programmes all of their own, whilst looking for alfies in the SCO.

Perhaps you couid have a quiet word with Israel about this?
Complain about this comment - -

2. At 7:06pm on 09 Jul 2009, Murray wrote:

You Beeb guys are getting realiy desperate with your hysterical attacks on the Tories about

this NOTW story. It is about time you realised that your befoved Labour party is doomed
and there is nothing more you can do to help them.

Compfiain about this comment

3. At 7:33pm on 09 Jul 2009, bookhimdano wrote:
doesn’t the reat nuclear threat to world peace come from Iran? ...

Page 1 of 13

Jump to more content from this blog
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UK tabloid in phone hacking probe [printer-friendly] *« The Register Page 1 of 2

mea,ﬂeglster

- Biting the kand that feeds T

Original URL: http:/fwww theregister.co.uk/2009/07/09/phone_hack_probef/

UK tabloid in phone hacking probe
Wapping breaks out the brown trousers

By John Leyden
Posted in Mobile, 9th July 2009 12:25 GMT

£50 cash back & £50 off selected Toshiba laptops

Newspapers owned by media mogul Rupert Murdoch have been accused of secretly
paying over £1m to settle three cases involving the alleged use of illegal phone tapping
against celebrities.

News Group reporters allegedly hired unscrupulous private investigators to gain access to
mobile messages, as well as bank statements and tax returns. The settled cases provide
evidence that former News of the World royal editor, Clive Goodman, jailed for hacking into
the voicemail messages of royal aides in January 2007, was caught using an unscrupulous
practice in much wider use among tabloid reporters in Wapping.

The Guardian, which broke the story, quotes unnamed Met police detectives who said that
during the Goodman inquiry, officers found evidence that News Group reporters used Pls to
hack into "thousands” of mobile phones. The paper also claimed court documents showed
that reporters for the Murdoch papers had used private investigators to obtain personal
information on public figures from government agencies, financial institutions and other
organisations.

Gordon Taylor, head of the Professional Footballers Association, sued the News of the
World over allegations that he was targeted in an illegal wiretapping operation, and
received £700K in damages and legal costs in exchange for dropping the case and
agreeing to comply with a gagging order, according to The Guardian. Other targets of the
celebrity muck-raking operation included model Elle MacPherson, former deputy prime
minister John Prescott and celebrity PR Max Clifford, The Guardian reports
(http:/mww.guardian.co.uk/media/2009/jul/08/murdoch-papers-phone-hacking).

Glenn Muicaire, a private investigator convicted of bugging mobile phones and jailed
alongside Goodman in January 2007, admitted hacking into the phones of Taylor, Clifford
and MacPherson as well as Lib Dem MP Simon Hughes and football agent Sky Andrew.

Allegations of widespread criminal breaches of the UK's wiretapping laws raise awkward
questions for Andy Coulson, who resigned as News of the World editor over the Goodman
case, before landing a job as head of communications for the Conservatives. Coulson
denies any impropriety.

"This story relates to an alleged payment made after | left the News of the World two and

half years ago," he said in a statement. "I have no knowledge whatsoever of any settlement
with Gordon Taylor."
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The House of Commons' culture committee were given assurances that Goodman had
acted alone and without the knowledge of other journalists in paying to tap into the
voicemail messages of royal aides, reassurances that the latest revelations put into serious
doubt. John Whittingdale, chair of the Commons committee, has promised to raise the
issue with his colleagues in a move that may lead to a further (more detailed) inquiry.

The Guardian said News Group may well have acted in good faith but still faces tough
questions. The paper also raises questions about why the police failed to notify targets of
alleged wiretapping about alleged breaches to their privacy, and why the Press Complaints
Commission failed to uncover evidence of wrongdoing during an inquiry.

Metropolitan Police assistant commissioner John Yates told

(http:/inews.sky.com/skynews/Home/Politics/Phone-Hacking-Metropolitan-Police-investigating-Claims-in-
Guardian-About-News-International/Article/200907215332909?
Ipos=Politics_Carousel_Region_0&lid=ARTICLE_15332909_Phone_Hacking%

3A_Metropolitan_Police_Investigating_Claims_{n_Guardian_About_News_International) Sky News that it
would "establish the facts" about claims over mobile phone hacking by News of the World
staff.

Nobody from New International was available for immediate comment at the time of going
to press but we'll update this story as and when we hear more. ®

Related stories
Cyber security minister ridiculed over s'kiddie hire plan (29 June 2009)
http:/iwww.theregister.co.uk/2009/06/29/cyberminister_gaffe/

How police busted UK's biggest cybercrime case (19 March 2009)
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2009/03/19/sumitomo _cyberheist_investigation/

Blind phone phreaker coughs to harassment charges (2 February 2009)
http://lwww theregister.co.uk/2009/02/02/phone_phreaker_plea/

Press code bans snooping in wake of royal eavesdrop case (28 June 2007)
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2007/06/28/press_code_changed/

Tories appoint former tabloid editor as chief spin doctor (31 May 2007)
http://lwww.theregister.co.uk/2007/05/31/tory_spin_doctor/

Duo jailed over Royal phone tap scandal (29 January 2007)
hitp://www.theregister.co.uk/2007/01/29/royal_phonetap_scandal/

Royal editor pleads guilty (29 November 2006)
http://www.theregister.co. uk/2006/11/29/goodman_intercepts_voicemail/

Two charged in Royal phone tap probe (10 August 2006)
hitp://www.theregister.co.uk/2006/08/10/royai_phone_tap_charges/

Three quizzed in Royal phone tap probe (9 August 2006)
hittp://www.theregister.co.uk/2006/08/09/royal_phone_tap_probe/
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“Coulson, Coulson, Coulson” - Guy Fawkes' blog Page 1 of 60

Order Order Guy News Merchandise Abowt

July 9th, 2009

“Coulson, Coulson, Coulson™

Revealed: Murdoch's £1m
bilt for hiding dirty tricks

ZwAn excited Labour spin-doctor called Guide yesterday evening and said “we’re going to do to Coulson what you did to
McBride”... “it’s going to be Coulson, Coulson, Coulson all day”. Guido isn’t convinced that comparison being made by Alstair Campbell with McBride is
a good one in this stuation. The comparison with Alastair Campbell himself is a beuer one.

Before spinning for Blair, Campbell had been a loyal servant of Robert Maxwell when everyone knew the pension stealing crook was a rogue. Before dining
at Maxwell’s Mirror boardmom table Camphbell had knodked out a w pomo fantasy stories to make ends meet. This was before he went fo Downing Streel.

Before spinning for Cameron, Coulson dined at Murdoch’s boardroom table and oversaw an aggressive “gef the story by any means necessary” culture at the
News of the Screws. The hacking of mobile phones was a simple trick known to many a tabloid reporter. (Call the mobile number, when it went to voicemail
tap in the network default pin code. If the phone owner hadn’t set a pin code you were in and could listen to voicemails) When the News of the World’s
royal reporter was caught at it, Coulson resigned saying he took “wultimate responsibility” for the hacking affair. He also avoided having to explain himself to
the PCC in so doing. This was before he went lo Millbank - that is the key difference between this situation and the situation with McBride — it happened
years ago in a former job, not yesterday.

Coulsan won’t be in any danger of having to resign unless evidence emerges linking him directly to phone hacking — and you can safely bet there won't be a
smoking gun memo or email. When Coulson won the Press Gazette Newspaper of the Year avweard in 2005 he said “The News of the World doesn’t pretend
to do anything other than reveal big stories and titillate and entertain the public, while exposing crime and hypocrisy”. Guido suspects that the newspapers
that will be wringing their hands ovwer illegal hacking won’t include the Telegraph, Mirror or the Mail. Now that would be hypocritical ..

Incidentally, despite dark hints to the contrary from the likes of Kevin Maguire, Guido has never met or spoken to Andy Coulson. Not even an email. N¥ow
Kevim, he met McBride and got emeils from him, didn't he ..

Tags: CCHQ, Dead Tree Press

at July 9. 2009 at 7:08 am

463 Comments

1.1
Seth the pig farmersays:

July 8.2009 at 715 am

Coulsen accepted his responsibility and resigned. Unless new evidence comes out showing his dired involvement, then this is not going to affect him.

Far more embarrassing would be the revelation that decision had been made to bury much of the evidence, in which case I imagine that there will be
more squirming in the PCS and MET.

Reply
o 4

Seth the pig farmersays:
Fuly 9, 2009 at 7:21 am

oops — should be CPS not PCS. It’s early (daughter decides on reveille times these days).
Reply
157

http://order-order.com/200%9/07/0%/coulson-coulson-coulson/ 09/07/2009

MOD100046395



For Distribution to CPs

Martin Moore Blog

r f [SEARCH BLOG|| FLAG BLOG] Next Blog~

Page 1 of 14

Create Blog | Sign In

MARTIN MOORE BLOG

THURSDAY, JULY @9, 2009

Phone tapping revelations shows lack of press

accountability

The latest allegations in the News Group phone tapping scandal
highlight the chronic lack of accountability in the press.

} This is a guest post by Matthew Cain, who is leading the second stage
. = of the Media Standards Trust's review of self-regulation of the press.

Not accountable to editors

The editors in the case were keen to assert that they knew nothing of
the activities of the individuals involved in phone tapping. Paul
Dacre, the editor of the Daily Mail (which submitted 952
transactions from 58 journalists through Operation Motorman) told
the select committee: "I will be very honest with you, I had not been
aware they had been that extensive”.

He went on to say that the practice of paying for data of this sort had
stopped and both newspapers and the PCC had ensured proper
training so that journalists complied with the law. “I cannot think of
more rigorous things we could have done to ensure that all abuses

were completely [stopped]”.

Q'/ \ The current system of press self-regulation is built on the premise

“ that editors are responsible for the activities of their newspaper. As
Peter Hill told the select committee ‘I reprimanded myself because I
was responsible’ (for the coverage of the McCann case). However, as
Paul Dacre told the committee, “I read the features and the
commentary and a lot of the news stories” and “I read more words of
my paper than most editors” but it is not possible to read all of the
coverage produced by a newspaper. :

Not accountable to the PCC

The Press Complaints Commission is not constituted to undertake
investigations of this kind. Its constitution establishesitonly as a
body to resolve and adjudicate on complaints about the code:

“The primary function of the Commission shall be to consider, and
adjudicate, conciliate and resolve or settle by reference to the Press
Code of Practice . . . complaints from the

http://mediastandardstrust.blogspot.com/
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public of unjust or unfair treatment by newspapers . . .

“It shall also be the function of Commission to consider and
pronource on issues relating to the Code of Practice which the
Commission, in its absolute discretion considers to be in the public
interests.”

It has a small staff, with no special powers to do this sort of
investigation, a small budget (£1.8m) and its purpose is to resolve
and adjudicate on complaints against newspapers regarding possible
breaches of the code. The PCC was simply unable to investigate this
affair with the same rigour as other regulators, even though its
investigation was more comprehensive than most of its activities.

Should not be accountable to government

It would be too great a limitation on freedom of expression if
government were to regulate the press. The thought of a government
regulator being able to fine and jail journalists for investigative
reporting is undemocratic. Yet the failings identified in this case give
ammunition to those who support more government regulation.

Limited accountability to the law

Everyone is accountable to the law but it is preferable that journalists
have as much freedom as possible. The Data Protection Act makes it
an offence to gain unauthorised access to confidential databases but
carries a public interest defence. However, the Regulation of
Investigatory Powers Act (which relates to phone tapping) carries no
such defence.

Newspapers are already fearful of the growth of media lawyers and
the emerging case law around privacy. Any judicial oversight or
investigations of newspaper practices could be deeply damaging to
fundamental freedoms. The investigation by the Metropolitan Police
may be necessary as the law takes its course. However, it is not
appropriate for the police to get involved in the business of how
newspapers are produced and self-regulation ought to actas a
barrier to this sort of action.

As the Media Standards Trust has warned:

“Given the success of recent cases, the legal challenges and
precedents will increase, unless the system of regulation is
improved to give complainants more effective remedy against
invasions of privacy.”

Not accountable to readers

Only two newspapers have independent readers ombudsman, the
Guardian and the Observer. No other national newspaper thinks it
necessary to appoint someone to represent the interests of the reader
to the newspaper. A YouGov poll commissioned by the Media

http://mediastandardstrust.blogspot.com/
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Standards Trust at the end of last year found that 70% of the public
believe there are “far too many instances of people’s privacy being
invaded by newspaper journalists”. The same poll revealed that 75%
of the public now believe ‘newspapers frequently publish stories they
know are inaccurate". Fewer people are buying newspapers each year
and few people trust journalists. That would not appear to be
sufficient incentive for newspapers to change their behaviour.

Accountable to the profession?

Cases like these are a compelling reason for self-regulation. The
difficult balances between privacy and the public interest can be
discussed internally, amongst experts and independent
representatives. Those in the industry who want to ensure high
standards can ensure that all adhere to a clear code of practice. And
those that break the rules can be embarrassed in front of their peers.
Yet it hasn’t happened in this case. The failure of the industry to hold
a newspaper to account weakens the position of supporters of self-
regulation.

The importance of reform

The press can continue on the current path of low trust in
newspapers with the widespread opinion that journalists do not seek
to tell the truth, declining readership, economic crisis and growing
intervention from the courts.

Alternatively they can use the opportunity to demonstrate why
journalism matters; why the skills of journalism make it more
valuable than a opinionated blog; why it’s vital to democracy and
why high standards in journalism are essential to being able to
entertain, inform and investigate on behalf of their readers.

Self-regulation remains preferable for the press. But it must be made
to work or else it will be by-passed by those whose interests are
better served by the courts and those who would gladly see a less free
press.

POSTED BY MATTHEW CAIN AT 2:13 PM 0 COMMENTS
LABELS: PRESS COMPLAINTS COMMISSION. SELF-REGULATION

THURSDAY, JULY 02, 2009

'The Case of the Missing Journalists

What'’s the similarity between these 7 Telegi‘épﬁ' épbrts
journalists?

o Oliver Clive (44 articles since November 2007,
most recent on 30th June)
o Austin Peters (109 articles since October 2007,
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Parliamentary Monitoring
Newspapers (Surveillance Methods)
Thursday 9 July 2009: 11.31 am

Dr. Evan Harris (Oxford, West and Abingdon) (LD) (Urgent Question): To ask the
Secretary of State for the Home Department if he will make a statement on the steps
he is taking to look into the actions of the police, the prosecutors and the Information
Commissioner in respect of the use by newspapers of illegal surveillance methods.

The Minister for Policing, Crime and Counter-Terrorism (Mr. David Hanson): I
am grateful for the opportunity to respond to the hon. Gentleman’s question. I should
first of all inform the House that my right hon. Friend the Home Secretary is today in
Manchester at the Association of Chief Police Officers conference and is therefore
unable to respond to the question himself.

The original allegations date back to 2006, following which, as the House will be
aware, there were convictions. However, serious allegations have appeared in the
newspapers this morning, which clearly go much wider than the original case. That is
why I have spoken this morning to the assistant commissioner, specialist operations,
John Yates, and why my right hon. Friend the Home Secretary has spoken to the
Metropolitan Police Commissioner within the last hour. The Metropolitan police are
urgently considering these allegations and will be making a statement this afternoon.

It would be wrong for me in any way to pre-empt that statement as this is first and
foremost an operational matter for the Metropolitan police. However, I give an
undertaking to the House that I will report back following the considerations by the
Metropolitan police, when I can do so.

Dr. Harris: I thank the Minister for that answer. Does he accept that I am not relaxed,
that I do not think the House is relaxed, and that neither are the public relaxed in any
way about fears not only of surveillance by the Government, but now of surveillance
by newspapers and their agents? Will he further accept that we all want to see healthy,
responsible investigative journalism, especially in respect of public figures who wield
power, but that it must be within the law and seen to be within the law, and it would
be extremely toxic for our democracy if vested interests were seen to be able to in
some way buy their way out of the criminal justice system? I would be grateful if the
Minister could keep the House informed of the actions he is taking.

Mr. Hanson: As I have said, the allegations that have been made are serious and
deserve examination, and the Metropolitan police will this afternoon be examining
them. I will report back to the House in due course. The hon. Gentleman will be
aware of the law itself: unlawful interception is an offence under the Regulation of
Investigatory Powers Act 2000. Where an individual intentionally intercepts a
communication without lawful authority, that is punishable with a fine or a prison
sentence of up to two years. He will also know that in the case considered two years
ago, punishments were given. I will have to reflect on what the Metropolitan police
are looking at this afternoon, and as I have said, I will report back to the House in due
course.
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Chris Grayling (Epsom and Ewell) (Con): There is no doubt that the story that
appeared in this morning’s newspaper raised questions. We rightly cherish the
freedom of the press in this country, but it is vital that that freedom is not abused.
Journalists do, of course, need to be able to pursue stories that are in the public
interest and to do their job free from interference, but they are also obliged both to
obey the law and to conform to the Press Complaints Commission code, which sets
the standards for their industry.

I am grateful to the Minister for his explanation about the Metropolitan police
statement that is due later today, and for assuring the House he will bring back further
reports in due course. Does he agree that it is important that everyone in this House
gives a measured response on these issues and that we leave it to the police to decide
whether there is any new information that warrants further action?

Mr. Hanson: With due respect to the hon. Gentleman, it is not for me to give the
reflections of the House as a whole; individual Members will make their judgments
and give their views in due course. I have simply said to the House that these are
serious allegations that need examining, and the Metropolitan police will examine
them. I have spoken to the Metropolitan police this morning, as has my right hon.
Friend the Secretary of State. We await their investigation and examination, which is
ongoing as we speak. They will be making a statement shortly—this afternoon—and I
shall report back in due course on its implications. I can do no more, because
investigating these issues is an operational matter for the police.

Chris Huhne (Eastleigh) (LD): Of course everyone in this House will want to see
investigations in the public interest, but investigations should not be undertaken
merely to titillate the interests of the public. The public have a right to protection
against illegal intrusion into their privacy, whether by the state or by private bodies
such as newspapers. If, as is reported, more than 1,000 phone taps took place, it
beggars belief that this involved just one journalist or that senior executives did not
know what was happening—indeed, the allegation is clearly that senior executives on
this newspaper did know. I welcome what the Minister has said, but does he not agree
that it is extraordinary that the Leader of the Opposition, who wants to be a Prime
Minister, employs Andy Coulson who, at best, was responsible for a newspaper that
was out of confrol and, at worst, was personally implicated in criminal activity? The
exact parallel is surely with Damian McBride. If the Prime Minister was right to sack
him, should not the Leader of the Opposition sack Andy Coulson?

Mr. Hanson: As I have said, the allegations relate to criminal offences and the police
are examining those matters as we speak. The hon. Gentleman will know that there is
legislation providing for a criminal offence to cover the allegations that have been
made. I hope that he will accept that I can only respond in that way at this moment.

Keith Vaz (Leicester, East) (Lab): The Minister will recall that in evidence to my
Select Committee’s inquiry into what happened to the hon. Member for Ashford
(Damian Green), senior officers of the Metropolitan police told us that as a matter of
practice whenever an investigation involved a high-profile person, politicians,
including the Home Secretary and other politicians, and the Metropolitan Police
Authority, were informed. Will the Minister confirm that no Minister has ever been
informed of any of these allegations until last night?
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Mr. Hanson: My understanding is that the Metropolitan police and my right hon.
Friend the Home Secretary, like me, discovered these allegations on the production of
the newspapers overnight and this morning.

Mr. John Whittingdale (Maldon and East Chelmsford) (Con): The Minister will be
aware that the fact that a private investigator had intercepted the telephone calls of a
large number of people was well known at the time. He will also be aware that the
chairman of News International gave a categoric assurance to my Select Committee
that no other journalist, beyond Clive Goodman, had any involvement in or
knowledge of that matter. Can the Minister say whether or not he is aware of any
evidence to contradict that statement? When my Select Committee reopens its inquiry,
as it has decided to do, will he ask the Metropolitan police to provide us with any
information that they have that is relevant to this case?

Mr. Hanson: The allegations came to light today, we are examining them with the
Metropolitan police and I obviously concur with what the hon. Gentleman has said.

Mr. Tom Watson (West Bromwich, East) (Lab): Should elected leaders be relaxed
about a spin doctor responsible for bugging the heir to the throne?

Mr. Hanson: [ hope that, again, my hon. Friend will recognise that those are
allegations, the Metropolitan police will examine them and [ will report back
following their investigation.

David Davis (Haltemprice and Howden) (Con): The Minister cannot brush aside as
an operational responsibility something for which the Home Secretary has
responsibility. The allegation in The Guardian is that none of the many hundreds of
people whose communications appear to have been intercepted were notified by the
police that they were the victim of a crime. That is a matter for the Home Secretary,
so can the Minister give an answer on that point?

Mr. Hanson: Again, the right hon. Gentleman will be aware that these allegations
have come to light this moming. We are examining them, as are the Metropolitan
police, and I will report back to the House on the outcome of those examinations
when I have an opportunity to do so. I cannot give him any comment today on the
allegations, given where we are on the time scale since they became public.

Emily Thornberry (Islington, South and Finsbury) (Lab): Given the existence of the
Wilson doctrine, may we have an assurance that no one involved in the surveillance
of politicians has been given a parliamentary pass?

Mr. Hanson: My right hon. Friend the Prime Minister has confirmed the Wilson
doctrine. We will have to look at the issues and the investigations. I cannot give my

hon, Friend an answer on the point now, but it will be a matter for the police

investigation, and if there are responsibilities for my right hon. Friend the Home
Secretary, we will examine that.

Sir Menzies Campbell (North-East Fife) (LD): Since the Leader of the House is on
the Treasury Bench, and since she has a responsibility to the House as a whole, may
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we have an undertaking that consideration will be given as to whether any question of
breach of privilege arises on this occasion?

Mr. Hanson: The right hon. and learned Gentleman will be aware that business
questions follow these proceedings. My right hon. and learned Friend the Leader of
the House has indicated that she will consider those representations and will respond
shortly.

Andrew Miller (Ellesmere Port and Neston) (Lab): The hon. Member for Oxford,
West and Abingdon (Dr. Harris) is right that this issue raises profound questions that
go to the heart of our democracy. Even though Statutory Instrument No. 1677 gives
greater resources to the Information Commissioner, may we be assured that he will
have sufficient resources to undertake his part of what will be a difficult
investigation?

Mr. Hanson: As of this morning, my colleagues and I have not had an opportunity to
speak to the Information Commissioner or the Crown Prosecution Service, which was
mentioned in the original question from the hon. Member for Oxford, West and
Abingdon (Dr. Harris). We will examine those issues shortly.

Mr. Ben Wallace (Lancaster and Wyre) (Con): It was my understanding that the
inquiry into the bugging of the members of the royal family hinged on an inside
employee of British Telecom giving out the numbers for celebrities and members of
the royal household. Could the Minister give us some assurance that he is taking steps
to ensure that telephone providers adhere to their data protection obligations so that
we are all protected, as are other people?

Mr. Hanson: Again, as with the serious allegations that have been made today, any
such activity would constitute a potential criminal offence and would be investigated
accordingly.

Martin Salter (Reading, West) (Lab): I hope that you, Mr. Speaker, and the Minister
will agree that this is an extremely serious matter and there are many avenues that the
House and its Committees may wish to explore. For example, do Mr. Coulson and his
employer, the Leader of the Opposition, stand by the comments that the former made
to the Culture, Media and Sport Committee in March 2003 that it is acceptable to
make cash payments to police officers for private information? Why on earth did the
Metropolitan police not properly investigate and prosecute those who were working
for Mr. Coulson who tapped the phones of Cabinet Ministers, Members of Parliament
and other public figures?

Mr. Hanson: I am afraid that [ will sound repetitive, but the allegations that my hon.
Friend makes are ones that the Metropolitan police are examining as we speak, as part
of their efforts to uncover the truth of the matter. It is not for me to comment on those
operational matters.

Mr. Nigel Dodds (Belfast, North) (DUP): Many serious issues are raised by the
allegations, and in Northern Ireland we are familiar with questions about phone
tapping. However, in every case—unless, obviously, it was a police operation—the
target of such surveillance was notified. May we have an assurance from the Minister
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that the issue of why people were not notified that they were being surveyed in this
way will come before the House and that a full explanation will be given?

Mr. Hanson: I am confident that that is precisely the sort of issue on which we will
reflect once we have discussed this matter further.

Geraldine Smith (Morecambe and Lunesdale) (Lab): These allegations have serious
implications for national security. If Cabinet members and the Deputy Prime Minister
had their phones tapped, what did the Metropolitan police know? Were they aware of
this, and if so, why did they not tell the Deputy Prime Minister and other senior
Cabinet Ministers?

Mr. Hanson: Again, the Metropolitan police commissioner and assistant
commissioner are examining the issue at the moment to try to get to the truth of what
occurred and the impact of those allegations. I await this afternoon’s statement with
interest.

Stephen Hammond (Wimbledon) (Con): Can the Minister tell the House whether the
Government are satisfied with the measures that are in place to prevent illegal access
to the police national computer? If, in the light of these allegations, they are not
satisfied, what will they do about that?

Mr. Hanson: I am confident that we have security of the police national computer.
As with intercept information, there are offences that would involve potential criminal
action in the event of activity being undertaken in that field.

Mr. Dennis Skinner (Bolsover) (Lab): Has the Minister noticed the relaxed attitude
of Opposition Front Benchers in relation to this matter, which contrasts with the
indignation that they showed when the police interfered and intervened in the office
of the hon. Member for Ashford (Damian Green)? Is it because they have something
to hide, and is it because they are trying to hide Mr. Andy Coulson, who should be
getting the sack?

Mr. Hanson: My hon. Friend makes his points in his usual inimitable style, and I am
sure the House will have noted them.

Mr. Nigel Evans (Ribble Valley) (Con): The allegations are that the phone tapping
and hacking were widespread and that the people who were on the receiving end were
not notified. Will the Minister now assure the House that those people who have been
the subject of hacking or tapping will now be notified of the fact that they have been a
victim?

Mr. Hanson: Again, I think that the first duty of the Metropolitan police is to
examine the issue. That is going on at the moment. There will be opportunities to look
at some of the other consequences in due course and, as I have said, I will report back
to the House on the matters outflowing from this allegation today.

Rob Marris (Wolverhampton, South-West) (Lab): Can my right hon. Friend assure

the House that he will remind the Metropolitan police and the Information
Commissioner that the defence of “in the public interest” relates to something that is
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in the interest of the public body and not something that satisfies the curiosity of the
public?

Mr. Hanson: My hon. Friend has made a valid point. I am trying, given that we
might have cases of criminal activity as a result of the investigation into these
allegations, not to comment too much on these issues.

Adam Price (Carmarthen, East and Dinefwr) (PC): Whatever the operational
decisions made by the Metropolitan police, will the Minister tell us what the
Government’s policy is on informing people that they have been the subject of illegal
surveillance? Is it the Government’s view that the principle should always be that
those people should be notified? As a first step, will he tell us in his statement later
this evening how many Members of Parliament and Ministers, according to the
information held by the Met, were targeted as a result of the operation?

Mr. Hanson: Again, I will report back to the House on these matters at an
appropriate time. It might not be today, but we will look back on those issues in due
course and I shall respond when the opportunity arises.

Mr. Denis MacShane (Rotherham) (Lab): My right hon. Friend should be playing for
England, so straight is his bat this morning. At 7 o’clock this morning, I saw a
hunched figure with a suit-bag and a mobile phone crossing Speaker’s Yard. It was
Mr. Andy Coulson. I thought that he was on the way out, having been fired. This is
not now about him; it is about the judgment of the Leader of the Opposition in
keeping him with a Commons pass. For the House of Commons—

Mr. Speaker: Order. A number of other Members are standing whom I would like to
try to get in. I must ask the right hon. Gentleman for a question.

Mr. MacShane: Does my right hon. Friend agree that this is not a matter for a
Metropolitan police statement this afternoon, and that the House of Commons must
decide to set up its own inquiry to hear evidence under oath from all concerned—from
the employees of this foreign national, who so instructed them, and from the police
officers—to get to the bottom of this matter?

Mr. Hanson: If the House of Commons wishes to look at those matters, that will be a
matter for you, Mr. Speaker, and for the Leader of the House.

Mr. Andrew Robathan (Blaby) (Con): It seemed that the Minister was saying earlier
that the Metropolitan police only heard about these allegations in the newspaper
today. However, the Metropolitan police were the people who decided not to proceed.
Who in the Metropolitan police decided not to take this matter further? Was it the last
commissioner, Sir [an Blair, or the deputy commissioner, or was the decision made
lower down the food chain?

Mr. Hanson: Again, the purpose of the Metropolitan police’s examination of this
issue following my discussions with Mr. John Yates and my right hon. Friend the
Secretary of State’s discussions with the commissioner is to establish the facts of this
case. These allegations appeared overnight and this morning and they are now being
investigated.
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Clive Efford (Eltham) (Lab): It is quite clear from the revelations in the newspapers
this morning that there are also questions about the role of the Press Complaints
Commission, which seems to have failed completely in its duty to protect the public
and properly investigate this matter. Criminal activity was clearly involved in what it
was investigating, but it failed to ask questions of the appropriate people to get the
right answers. Will my right hon. Friend continue to investigate that issue, too?

Mr. Hanson: I will draw those comments to the notice of my right hon. Friend the
Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, who has responsibility for these
issues.

Mr. John Baron (Billericay) (Con): May I return to the very serious allegation about
illicit accessing of the police national computer? It is one of the more serious aspects
of the matter. Will the Minister use this opportunity to re-examine the measures in
place to make sure that the integrity of the PNC is maintained?

Mr. Hanson: Self-evidently, the integrity of the PNC is a matter of high importance
for the Government. We will take all steps to ensure that it remains secure. In the light
of the allegations, I shall be looking at whether further steps need to be taken.

Ann Clwyd (Cynon Valley) (Lab): Given Mr. Coulson’s dubious reputation, none of
us on this side of the House can feel comfortable while he is around to wander the
corridors here. While he is under suspicion, can we not at least take his pass away
from him?

Mr. Hanson: Those issues are not for the Government. They are for the House
authorities.

Richard Younger-Ross (Teignbridge) (LD): In response to an earlier question, the
Minister said that the offence could be punishable by a fine or imprisonment. Some
cases of hacking are not punishable by imprisonment. I believe that, in 2007, the
Prime Minister was considering expanding the application of imprisonment for
offences such as hacking into the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency, but dropped
the proposal after receiving a delegation from News International. Will the Minister
ook at the matter again to make sure that such hacking is an imprisonable offence?

Mr. Hanson: I am not aware of the circumstances that the hon. Gentleman has
outlined. As he knows, offences without lawful authority under the Regulation of
Investigatory Powers Act 2000 are punishable with a fine or a prison sentence of up to
two years. That penalty was delivered in the case of two years ago.

168

 MOD100046406




For Distribution to CPs

-
® )

House of Lords
Newspapers: Surveillance Methods

9 July 2009

Statement
6.25 pm

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord West of
Spithead): My Lords, with the leave of the House, I shall repeat a Statement made by
my right honourable friend the Minister for Policing, Crime and Counter-Terrorism
(Mr. David Hanson), entitled, “Newspapers: Surveillance Methods™.

“I am grateful for the opportunity to respond to the honourable Gentleman’s question.
I should first of all inform the House that my right honourable friend the Home
Secretary is today in Manchester at the Association of Chief Police Officers
conference and is therefore unable to respond to the question himself.

The original allegations date back to 2006, following which, as the House will be
aware, there were convictions. However, serious allegations have appeared in the
newspapers this morning, which clearly go much wider than the original case. That is
why I have spoken this morning to the assistant commissioner, specialist operations,
John Yates, and why my right honourable friend the Home Secretary has spoken to
the Metropolitan Police Commissioner within the past hour. The Metropolitan Police
are urgently considering these allegations and will be making a statement this
afternoon. It would be wrong for me in any way to pre-empt that statement as this is
first and foremost an operational

9 July 2009 : Column 867

matter for the Metropolitan Police. However, I give an undertaking to the House that |
will report back following the considerations by the Metropolitan Police, when I can
do so”.

My Lords, that concludes the Statement.
6.27 pm

Baroness Neville-Jones: My Lords, I thank the Minister for repeating the Statement.
The story that appeared in the Guardian this morning raises a number of important
questions about the individual's right to privacy and how that right is protected.

All sides of your Lordships' House undoubtedly cherish and want to safeguard
freedom of the press, but this freedom and the right of members of the press not to
have their work interfered with and to pursue stories that are in the public interest also
entails obligations and responsibilities. Journalists are obliged to obey the law and
conform to the Press Complaints Commission's code of practice, which sets the
standards expected of journalists in conducting their work.
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There can be no justification for the use of illegal methods to secure a story.
Understandably, there have been calls from those who might have been the victims of
the reported illegal interception of mobile phones for an explanation of why they were
not informed of the investigation and possible criminal wrongdoing—indeed, with a
view to prosecution. As the Minister said, the Commissioner of the Metropolitan
Police took prompt action and directed Assistant Commissioner John Yates to, as he
put it, “establish the facts” about the allegations.

Since the Statement was made in the other place, the assistant commissioner has
reported, about an hour ago. He said that contrary to the impression created by
reports, hundreds, not thousands, of people had been potential victims of phone
tapping. He also took the view that there was insufficient evidence in the majority of
cases to prosecute. He made the important statement that no additional evidence was
found to warrant further investigation. That is the police side. Mr John Yates
emphasised that the Metropolitan Police was looking only at the interception of
Y phones.
® ) | o |
’ It would be wrong to think that the issues raised by the Guardian’s story or the report
by the Metropolitan Police are particularly new, or indeed that they cover only the
area that the police have just looked at. These issues have been going on for several
years and extend more widely than the police’s investigation. In 2006, an
investigation was conducted by the Information Commissioner. He found and
exposed,

“an extensive illegal trade in confidential personal information”,
and,

“evidence of a widespread and organised undercover market in confidential
personal information”,

that contravened the Data Protection Act and the Regulation of Investigatory Powers

This is about the right to privacy. In his report, entitled, What Price Privacy?, the
Information Commissioner discovered that at least 305 journalists, to his personal
knowledge—as a result of his investigation—had been involved in the illegal trade in

9 July 2009 : Column 868
confidential or personal information. He also established that the illegal activities
were not limited to one newspaper or newspaper group but were happening across a
large number of titles and newspaper groups. Even that is not the full story. The
Information Commissioner noted that although,

“among the ultimate ‘buyers’ there are many journalists looking for a story”,
other cases have involved finance companies and local authorities wanting to trace

debtors, estranged couples with one party seeking the details of another partner’s
whereabouts, or criminals intent on fraud, witness or juror intimidation. He states that
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the industry of discovering information that should be personal and private extends
into many walks of life for other purposes.

The reports today are obviously dominated by the allegations of interception of
mobile phones, which constitutes only a portion of the market in illegal activity. The
Information Commissioner’s report makes clear that government databases are also
being sourced illegally. They include the DVLA database and the police national
database. The private sector has also been targeted, with people accessing records of
ex-directory numbers from phone companies to convert phone numbers into private
addresses. It would be helpful to know whether the Minister is satisfied that the
DVLA database and the police national database are now secure from such misuse.

The Information Commissioner did a thorough job in his report, but there are
questions today about his role, because of reports that he has not made public all the
extensive documentation relevant to his investigation. It would be helpful to know if
the Minister is aware of whether the Information Commissioner will make any further
statement about his inquiries.

There are also some longer-term institutional issues which we on these Benches think
need to be addressed. There are questions about the action taken by—or perhaps, the
inaction of—the Press Complaints Commission, which is a self-regulatory body for
the industry. In his 2006 report, the Information Commissioner made a number of
recommendations, including that the PCC amend its code of practice and issue
warnings about the use of illegal methods. That did not happen. In this context, it is
worth citing the view of the Select Committee on Culture, Media and Sport, which
stated in 2007:

“If the industry is not prepared to act unless a breach of the law is shown to have
occurred already then the whole justification for self-regulation is seriously
undermined”.

Is the Minister aware of any government plans to review the commissioner's role as a
result?

We know that information is often sourced through the private investigation industry,
members of which work loosely in chains that may include several intermediaries
between the ultimate customer and the person who actually obtains the information,
as was illustrated earlier. For that reason, the Information Commissioner criticised the
laxity of the licensing regime of private investigators and made recommendations on
the subject to the Security Industry Authority, the Association of British Investigators
and the Office of Fair Trading, recommending that

9 July 2009 : Column 869
the licensing rules be tightened. Given that that was three years ago, can the Minister
tell us how much progress has been made and how confident the Government are that

those organisations are now on top of those issues?

Finally, there is one issue of a cultural nature. It is fair to say that there will always be
attempts to acquire personal information through illegal means for purposes for which
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the information should not be spread and was not intended. Essentially, this is a
cultural issue. It is imperative that those in possession of our personal information in
both the public and private sectors behave as responsible custodians and are
circumspect about requests for data.

6.35 pm

Baroness Miller of Chilthorne Domer: My Lords, I thank the Minister for repeating
the Statement and I am sorry that it has put him in a rather difficult position. Since the
Statement was made, the Met has ruled out the need for any further investigation,
which seems astonishing as it has had barely six hours to establish whether there was
anything to investigate further. Six hours does not seem anything like an adequate
amount of time to do that.

Is the Minister satisfied with the role of the police? The original investigation into the
News of the World bugging scandal was carried out by the anti-terrorist police
because of the security implications around the fact that royal phones had been
bugged. Counter Terrorism Command, CO15, took the controversial decision not to
inform the other public figures whose phones had been targeted. Why was that? Was
that under the guise of counterterrorism and things that need to be kept secret, but that
should not have been? What did the police tell the Director of Public Prosecutions at
that time? What did he know about the volume of tapping that had been going on?
Did he know and decide not to take action, or did they not tell him? The Met stiil
faces a large number of questions about whether senior officers intervened not only in
phone tapping but also, as the noble Baroness, Lady Neville-Jones, has pointed out, as
regards the amount of illegal buying of data that has been going on. Were the police
aware of that?

There could be about an hour’s worth of questions on this incident and on the roles of
many individuals and institutions, including the role of the PCC. Sir Christopher
Meyer was chair at the time of the Coulson debacle. The PCC’s subsequent report
failed to uncover any substantial evidence. But the Information Commissioner, who
was the only person to come out of this with any credibility, asked the PCC to issue a
clear public statement warning journalists and editors of the very real risk of
committing criminal offences. The PCC resisted doing that and just produced
guidance which the Information Commissioner at the time found very disappointing.

Now I turn to the role of Parliament and this House. In 2008, during the passage of
the Criminal Justice and Immigration Bill, under Clause 75, we debated whether there
should be a prison sentence of two years for people, including journalists, who were
caught unlawfully obtaining personal data. But we also debated whether there should
be a special defence

9 - July 2009 : Column 870

for journalism and, if so, what that defence should be. During the passage of that Act,
the legal manager of News International, Alastair Brett, e-mailed me and sought a
meeting. News International was most concerned at the idea of the increased tariffs or
diminished defences. Now we can see why. It put tremendous pressure on the
Government to drop the idea of prison sentences for journalists being included in the
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Act. Was it actually the Prime Minister who instructed that that legislation be
dropped?

At the end of the debate on that Act, the conclusion was that we would not include it
in the Bill, but that it would be brought in by order if necessary. Will that order now
be brought in urgently so that when those who have been organising these appalling
systematic intrusions into people’s private lives have been on trial, they will get the
punishment that they deserve, rather than a paltry fine? The fact that we did not pass
this to go in the Bill seems a tremendous mistake now. That order needs to be brought
in urgently. When the News International chairman, Les Hinton, was giving evidence
to the Select Committee, he said that the phone hacking was a one-off case. If the
Guardian evidence is to be believed, there is a lot of disdain for Parliament, and an
immense amount of illegal action has been going on, which should result in a criminal
record for a large number of people.

I can completely understand why Members on the Conservative Front Bench do not
want to mention Mr Coulson. Undoubtedly, they feel contaminated by their
association with him. There is no doubt that some of this custom and practice
developed on his watch. No one could seriously believe that it suddenly developed
overnight after he had left. For the sake of their credibility on privacy issues and law
and order, I hope the Conservatives will join me in calling, at least, for the order to be
enacted. I hope the Minister will confirm tonight that it will be enacted, so that when
an investigation takes place—as it should and I hope he will press the police on this
matter—and, eventually, when this comes to trial, there will be a proper punishment.

6.41 pm

Lord West of Spithead: My Lords, I apologise for being overdressed but I have just
come from a wonderful party, given by Her Majesty at Buckingham Palace, for the
Fleet Air Arm on its 100th year, which I know the whole House will want to
celebrate.

The noble Baroness, Lady Neville-Jones, quite rightly said that this action is quite
unacceptable. The judge in the Goodman trial said that is not about press freedom: It
has nothing to do with press freedom. We all believe in press freedom but this is a
grave and serious invasion of privacy and data belonging to single individuals. That is
exactly what it is. Under RIPA, it is against the law to intercept and take data in this
way and the penalty can be up to two years’ imprisonment or a fine. One can already
put people away for two years under RIPA. It has been a fast-moving scene today. I
was first aware of this story when I listened to the “Today” programme this morning;
that is probably the same for the Home Secretary and my right honourable friend
David Hanson in the other place. Since then, this afternoon there was a statement by
the assistant
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commissioner for specialist operations, John Yates, who is a highly experienced

police officer. He is very clear in that statement that the original investigation was
thorough and that the prosecution decisions, based on the available evidence, were
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fully considered by the CPS and leading counsel. I have no reason to second-guess
that or the agency or counsel’s opinion.

However, he also said at the end of his statement:

“I need to make sure that we have been diligent, reasonable and sensible and informed
anyone who may have been a victim of phone tapping”.

I did not hear him make the statement but I take that to mean that there is more work
going on, and he is still looking at this in more detail. I do not believe that it was his
final statement. I assume that that is correct but I will certainly check later to make
sure that it is what is happening. There has also been a statement from the DPP. He
has said that the CPS will look at this whole issue again. John Whittingdale, the head
of the Commons Culture, Media and Sport Committee is reopening the investigation.
A number of people will be looking at this. I want to be very wary of making quick
statements because I have learnt from bitter experience that, when something sudden
and urgent happens, the worst thing possible is to make snap judgments and
statements about it. We need to sit back and get all of this information to see exactly
what happened and then take some balanced decisions.

I am afraid that I am not fully au fait with the Information Commissioner’s report of
2006. I will certainly make sure that I look at it and I know that the Government will
look at it because these are extremely important issues. We would be silly to pretend
that, over history, people have not tried to find out information about each other.
There are ways of doing it that are probably acceptable and there are ways that are
not. We must draw a clear line, realising that when they are not acceptable and
allowable, we need to ensure that we are able to protect people. Indeed, for electronic
data and so on, the recent cybersecurity strategy that we produced tries to achieve
exactly that for the individual as well as for the nation, big industries and so on.

The noble Baroness made a very good point about government databases. I am not
sure of the answer as regards the DVLA database but I shall get back to her in writing
on that. The police national database is absolutely secure and is very well looked
after. A lot of work has been done on that. Indeed, a lot of work has been done to
tighten up databases. Let us not kid ourselves: we do not have a good record as
regards looking after data. That applies not just to this Government but to our nation,
companies and everyone. As I have said previously on the Floor of the House, we all
need to get a lot better at this because data are where we are today and we must make
sure that we look after them properly. As I say, I am happy as regards the police
national database and will get back to the noble Baroness about the DVLA database.

The noble Baronesses, Lady Neville-Jones and Lady Miller, both referred to the Press
Complaints Commission. Again, I am not exactly sure what was said about that at

the time. This is part of what we will have to look at
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because it is all part of the totality of seeing where we go from here. Very serious
issues have been raised which we absolutely need to bottom out.
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I have touched on the fact that [ think the Met will look at this further. That is what I
assume from the Statement. I will check that and if I am wrong about it I will get back
to the House on that issue. The noble Baroness, Lady Miller, referred to the role of
Parliament and imposing sentences on people who invade the privacy of others. I am
afraid that I was not privy to the debate about the two-year sentence. As I say, there is
a two-year penalty in RIPA.

Baroness Miller of Chilthorne Domer: My Lords, to clarify, the Data Protection Act
is the relevant Act, given that lots of data have been bought and sold. The
Government are supposed to introduce an order under the Data Protection Act.

Lord West of Spithead: My Lords, as I say, [ am not up to speed on that. I shall look
at it and get back to the noble Baroness because I am not aware that we are intending
to move forward rapidly on that. When we have considered the impact of this matter
we may change our view on that, but first we need to determine exactly what that
impact is. No doubt if anything arises from further investigations of Mr Coulson by
the Met, the DPP and the House of Commons Culture, Media and Sport Committee,
something will be done. Other than saying that, [ do not wish to comment on that
further. I hope that I have answered the questions that were asked.

6.47 pm

Baroness Williams of Crosby: My Lords, the Minister has long been a doughty
defender of the liberties of the individual in this country. I thank him for repeating the
Statement and for his further comments. However, I wish to take the matter a little
further. He pointed out that there is a low level of awareness of the significantly more
sophisticated methods now being employed by people in terms of data breaching and
breaking into telephone and other communications systems. This is occurring on a
scale that we certainly did not see a decade ago. As the Minister well knows, there is
an increasing tendency for people to hack into security systems. Only yesterday there
was a major hacking incident at the Pentagon and other US government agencies
which have the most tightly secured databases. This suggests that we shall have to
deal with this factor for a long time to come. A crucial aspect is that it cannot be dealt
with simply on the basis of taking administrative decisions about tightening up data
systems. At the end of the day a clear criminal sanction must be imposed by the courts
to stop people committing these crimes.

Like many others in this House, I did much work in eastern Europe in the 1990s. I
was most conscious of the astonishing way in which the Stasi in East Germany had
used data that had been leaked to it—in some cases people had been compelled to
give it—in order to blackmail and put pressure on people who were attempting to
uphold the principles of democracy. At one point something like one in every 70 East
Germans
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were recruited by the Stasi to spy on others or to get hold of sensitive, private data.

I do not wish to delay the House but I trust that we will take this matter very
seriously. Extremely troubling allegations have been made in the Guardian and
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elsewhere in the past day or so. Given that there is likely to be no further opportunity
for a Statement before the House rises at the end of this month, will the Government
make clear what steps they and other institutions such as Parliament propose to take.

This is my final point, because I do not want to delay the House. What emerges so
clearly from the information that we have received is the almost total failure of the
institutions that we set up, particularly to protect the privacy of individuals and the
security of data, to take this issue seriously. Those institutions include the Press
Council, which should be ashamed of its failure to investigate some of the allegations
that were made to it, and, sadly, our own media committees in another place, which
do not seem to have taken these matters as seriously as they should have. Will the
Minister agree to put some letter or statement in the Library to enable us to see what
the Government intend to do about these very serious issues?

Lord West of Spithead: My Lords, I can assure the noble Baroness that we take this
very seriously. The reason why I am not giving a knee-jerk initial reaction to
everything is that I take the issue so seriously. We need to look at the full implications
of all of this across the board and then think about how we should act. My right
honourable friend Mr David Hanson in the other place gave an undertaking that he
would report back following these considerations and presumably I will repeat a
Statement here as a result of that. I imagine that that probably will not be before
Parliament rises, but I do not know. If it is, clearly I will; if not, my right honourable
friend has given an undertaking and it will happen.

As regards clear criminal responsibility, there are already certain criminal
punishments for some aspects of these things. The noble Baroness is right to say that
we perhaps need to look at this more broadly. Interestingly in the cybersecurity
package that I have put in place, we will have people in CSOC looking at ethics and
possible legislation, should that be considered necessary. The noble Baroness is
absolutely right to say that people do not understand this; they do not understand their
vulnerability. Even cards for various stores and so on give away a great deal of data
about people. People do not think about or understand what they are doing sometimes
when they provide data in that way.

The American situation is far worse, as I have said previously on the Floor of the
House. The Americans are spending some $17 billion to try to get their systems in
order. Part of the problem is that they were in this game well before us, so their
computer systems were set up earlier and they have a huge number of portals—more
than 8,000—into their government systems, which means that, actually, it is not that
difficult to hack into them. That is why President Obama is intent on doing
something. We are better placed, but—my goodness—we are not complacent. Our
gsigoviuk is much tighter and much better controlled and gives us
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a lot of protection, but we are by no means complacent. These are all very important
issues, which we need to take ahead.

Lord Campbell-Savours: My Lords, my question will be very brief. Will all the
victims be informed privately that they were targets of this illegal activity?
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Lord West of Spithead: My Lords, that is an extremely good question. I think that
they should all be told. It will be something that we will certainly pursue to see how
the Metropolitan Police takes this forward. It is an operational matter, but instinctively
it seems to me that people ought to know if this happened. I would be very unhappy to
think that people were not being told, just because they were not quite sure of some of
the detail of the information. I will pursue this but, in the final analysis, it is a matter
for the Metropolitan Police Service.

Lord Alton of Liverpool: My Lords, the point that the noble Lord, Lord Campbell-
Savours, has just made is surely the most significant of all. There are victims here—
people whose identity must be known to the police. If, as the noble Baroness said, the
police say that hundreds, rather than thousands, have been affected, the police must
know their identity. It must be right and proper for those people to be told that they
have been part of this surveillance state. There must be civil remedies open to them
through which they can pursue the matter through the courts if the police decline to.

Lord West of Spithead: My Lords, this is not a surveillance state—if I may get that
comment in. This has nothing to do with the state. This is to do with private
individuals breaking the law. We have very strict rules indeed governing our
surveillance. However, I absolutely take the force of the argument. As I have said, 1
believe that we should inform people. Assistant Commissioner John Yates said that
there was insufficient evidence to establish that tapping had been achieved and that,
where there was evidence, people were contacted. In a sense, he is saying that if there
was insufficient evidence, people were not told. If there is a suspicion that people
were being tapped, I think that they should be told. This is an operational matter. I
believe that they should be told and I shall be in a dialogue to see exactly how we
proceed on this. I would jolly well like to know if some blighter was trying to do that
to me. Even though there may not be sufficient evidence to take him to court, I should
like to know if someone was trying to tap me. That is how we will go forward on this.

Lord Dubs: My Lords, can my noble friend clarify matters a little further? I am not
clear whether the Metropolitan Police has said that it is or is not going to investigate.
In the absence of further investigation by the Met, with the best will in the world, it is
difficult to see what the CPS can do about it. I am really after an assurance that the
matter will not rest here—this is too serious an issue. Either the reports in today’s
papers were wrong—I do not believe that about the Guardian—or there is something
seriously amiss. Those
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of us who believe in a healthy tradition of investigative journalism do not want to see
that tradition sullied by what has been happening.

Lord West of Spithead: My Lords, as I pointed out at the end of the Statement,
Assistant Commissioner John Yates said:

“No evidence has come to light since this case concluded so I think no need for more
investigation”,

which I found slightly surprising. He then said:
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“I need to make sure that we have been diligent, reasonable and sensible and informed
anyone who may have been a victim of phone tapping”.

I take that to mean that he is looking into the matter more deeply. I shall ensure that
my understanding is correct; if it is not, I will get back to the House. However, I
believe that he needs to make sure of that and that the matter needs to be looked into
further. I do not believe that that can be done in a matter of a few hours. These issues
are too important to be skimmed over quickly; they need to be looked at thoroughly.

Lord Clinton-Davis: My Lords, does my noble friend realise that public concern
about this issue will be a wake-up call, and that it is in the wake of what has happened
in the House of Commons. Does he not think that there should be a full inquiry into
the allegations which have been made and which the noble Baroness has tried to
sweep under the carpet? Is it not a fact that the honour of Parliament is seriously
involved here and that anything short of a full inquiry into these matters would be
quite wrong?

Lord West of Spithead: My Lords, as I said, the DPP has the CPS looking at this.
The Met is also still looking at it, as was made clear in the last sentence of
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the Statement, and we know that the Culture, Media and Sport Committee is
considering it. I believe that we need to sit back and allow those considerations to take
place and we can then see how we move forward from there. At the moment, I do not
think that it is appropriate to establish something such as a full inquiry.

Lord Lee of Trafford: My Lords, is the Minister aware of whether either the police
or the authorities will be making contact with the Guardian to ask it to give details of
specific cases that it may be prepared to pass over?

Lord West of Spithead: My Lords, I am not aware of that but I am beginning to stray
into operational matters which the Government should not push into at the moment. I
think that we should sit back and let the proper authorities deal with this. We can then
ask the right questions and prod where necessary to get the right answers.

Lord Elton: My Lords, I have a small question among all these great issues. Can the
Minister tell us whether I am right in concluding, sadly, that the only two ways of
knowing whether you have been tapped are, first, if you find the contents of a private
conversation in the public domain and, secondly, if you are informed by the
Metropolitan Police that it has happened? Is there any other way?

Lord West of Spithead: My Lords, there may be a way of knowing whether you
have been tapped but I do not think that I can say anything about it on the Floor of the

House.

House adjourned at 6.59 pm.
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CLAIMS THE NEWS OF THE WORLD
HACKED INTO MOBILE PHONES FOR
STORIES

Programme: Sky News

Programme Start: 08/07/2009 10:00:00
Presenter: Dermot Murnaghan

ltem Start: 10:00:47

RN Duration: 7:17

‘ ‘i( 3 Reporter: Ershal Eriington

Amongst the celebrities and politicians allegedly monitored were former Deputy
PM John Prescott, actress Gwyneth Paltrow and the Chief Executive of the
Profession FA Gordon Taylor. Reporter - The Guardian quotes a police source who
claims there are thousands too. INTERVIEW: MAX CLIFFORD, PR CONSULTANT - |
know my phone was tapped, it was my mobile phone provider who told me.
INTERVIEW: IAN CAPLIN, LEGAL COMMENTATOR - unless you're secret service or
Government agent you can't tap into people's phones. Reporter - It's also claimed
The News of the World parent company News International paid around a million
pounds in out of court settlements to three people. It is suggested on Gordon
Taylor. In 2007 the paper's Royal editor Clive Goodman was sentenced to prison for
hacking the phones of three employees of the Royal Family. The private
investigator who helped him Glen Mulcaire, who got six months. Andy Coulson was
the paper's editor at the time, who resigned because of the case. He is now David
Cameron's Communications Director. INTERVIEW: KELVIN MACKENZIE, FORMER
EDITOR, THE SUN - for a Labour leaning paper now attacking Coulson is politics by
‘) another name. STATEMENT: ANDY COULSON, FORMER EDITOR/NEWS OF THE
WORLD, COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR TO DAVID CAMERON - the Mulcaire case
was investigated by the Police and the Press Complaints Commission. Reporter -
former Deputy PM John Prescott is to contact Scotland Yard. The Commons
Culture Select Committee is likely to meet to decide if it wants to take the matter
further. STUDIO INTERVIEW: JOEY JONES, CORRESPONDENT - the Liberal
Democrats have lodged an urgent question on these hacking allegations, probably
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by Home Affairs spokesman Chris Hume. It has been accepted by the Speaker. A
Home Office spokesman will have to explain what is going on. Alan Johnson the
Secretary of State isn't around so someone else will answer.
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PHONE HACKING ALLEGATIONS
CONCERNING THE NOTW

Programme: Sky News

Programme Start: 09/07/2009 11:30:00
Item Start: 11:32:10

Duration: 10:54

VV: DAVID HANSON, HOME OFFICE MINISTER - the Home Secretary has spoken to
the Metropolitan Police Commissioner within the last hour. Unlawful interception is
an offence under the REPA Act. VV: EVAN HARRIS MP - the house is not relaxed
about the fears of surveillance by the newspapers and their agents. VV: CHRIS
GRAYLING, MP - they are obliged to obey the law and to conform to the Press
Complaints Commission Code. VV: CHRIS HUHNE MP - the public have a right to
protection to illegal intrusion into their privacy. Andy Coulson at worst was
personally implicated in criminal activity. The exact parallel is surely with Damian
McBride. VV: KEITH VAZ MP - they told the committee politicians, including the
Home Secretary were informed. VV: JOHN WHITTINGDALE MP - the chairman of
News International gave a categoric assurance that no other journalists beyond
Clive Goodman had any involvement. STUDIO INTERVIEW: JOEY JONES, POLITICAL
CORRESPONDENT - Chris Huhne is really putting the boot in. Alan Duncan had a
little sheepish smile on. The Conservatives have been completely blind-sided by this
affair. STUDIO INTERVIEW: WILL GEDDES, SECURITY EXPERT - on some levels it is
relatively easy. GSM phones are very difficult to intercept. It is in complete
contravention to data protection.
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NEWS OF THE WORLD ACCUSED OF
PHONE TAPPING |

Programme: Daily Politics

Programme Start: 09/07/2009 12:00:00
Presenter: Andrew Neil, Jo Coburn
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Duration: 15:51

o News International title accused by The Guardian. | used to work for Rupert
’\) Murdoch at the Sunday Times. Ni also owns The Sun and The Times. Head of PFA
’ Gordon Taylor received out of court settlement alleges The Guardian. John

Prescott, Elle Macpherson and Max Clifford allegedly targeted. Royal editor Clive
Goodman was jailed. Former editor Andy Coulson now works with David Cameron as
Conservatives' Communications Director. INTERVIEW: JOHN PRESCOTT MP,
FORMER LABOUR DEPUTY LEADER - | am staggered that Cameron is relaxed given
what he said about Mr McBride. INTERVIEW: DAVID CAMERON MP, CONSERVATIVE
LEADER - | knew about the resignation but | believe in second chances. INTERVIEW:
JOHN WHITTINGDALE MP, CONSERVATIVE, CHAIR, CULTURE SELECT COMMITTEE -
it begs a lot of questions. We want to ask The Guardian to give us what information
they have and would like to speak to Nick Davies and Les Hinton. Presenter - why
did the Press Complaints Commission not investigate? INTERVIEW: WHITTINGDALE
- they did and there was a Police investigation. STUDIO INTERVIEW: CHARLES
CLARKE MP, FORMER HOME SECRETARY - the first question is has the law been
breached? Presenter - Police, CPS and the courts were originally involved. STUDIO
INTERVIEW: CLARKE - | would want the Chief Inspector of Constabulary to produce

‘; an urgent report. Presenter - in formation Commissioner has done a report.

) STUDIO INTERVIEW: FIONA MILLAR, WRITER - stories about Blairs often came from
the Police. Once Police take on an institution as in Haringey Council they do not hold
back. STUDIO INTERVIEW: NICK ROBINSON, POLITICAL EDITOR - David Cameron’s
defence for Coulson has changed. Yates of the Yard has been brought in.
Metropolitan Police will be involved. STUDIO INTERVIEW: CLARKE - Cameron said he
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wanted Coulson at core of operation. VV: CHRIS HUHNE MP, HOME AFFAIRS,
LIBERAL DEMOCRATS - it is extraordinary. If the Prime Minister was right to sack
Damian McBride should the Opposition leader not sack Coulson? STUDIO
INTERVIEW: CLARKE - | thought John Whittingdale was very clear. Maybe the
Standards and Privileges Committee will be involved. STUDIO INTERVIEW:
ROBINSON - it goes in all directions. Presenter - Home Office say Met will ook
again. STUDIO INTERVIEW: ROBINSON - Commissioner's words are interesting.
John Yates had been asked to look in. | spoke to one individual whose phone was
hacked who spoke with disbelief.
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MET POLICE COMMISSIONER
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NOTW HACKING ALLEGATIONS
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Presenter: Krishnan Guru-Murthy
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Duration: 8:26

( > Reporter: Andrew Thomas

e

Sir Paul Stephenson said he had asked the Assistant Commissioner John Yates to
establish the facts over the allegations in the Guardian newspaper. The claims
have led to calls for Tory leader David Cameron to sack his communications
director Andy Coulson. Reporter - Andy Coulson resigned taking responsibility as
the man at the top. VV: LES HINTON, EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN, NEWS CORP - i believe
he was the only person. Reporter - the Guardian says that Gwyneth Paltrow, Jade
Goody, Boris Johnson, Tessa Jowell and John Prescott were among its many
victims. INTERVIEW: NICK DAVIES, THE GUARDIAN - why did the police investigation
start and then appear to stop short of its goal? INTERVIEW: ANDREW NEIL,
FORMER EDITOR, SUNDAY TIMES - you could get a class action lawsuit and have a
massive lawsuit against the newspaper company. VV: CHRIS HUHNE MP, HOME
AFFAIRS SPOKESMAN, LIB DEMS - at worst he was persaonally implicated in
criminal activity. INTERVIEW: DAVID CAMERON, LEADER, TORIES - he behaves
properly and in an upright way in everything he does. INTERVIEW: MAX CLIFFORD,

. PUBLICIST - my mobile phone provider brought it to my attention. It gives grave

{ ") doubts over how the Press Complaints Commission didn't find any evidence.

o STUDIO INTERVIEW: GARY GIBBON, POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT - the demands in

parliament were fairly predictable. Not one MP mentioned the name Rupert
Murdoch of News International.
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THE WORLD ACCUSED OF
INTERCEPTING PHONE MESSAGES

Programme: Breakfast

Programme Start: 09/07/2009 07:59:44
Presenter: John Warnett, Julia George
Item Start: 08:07:00

Duration: 7:02

.; The Guardian newspaper alleges the NOTW paid over £1m in out of court

( > settlements. STUDIO INTERVIEW: TIM LUCKHURST, PROFESSOR OF JOURNALISM,
KENT UNIVERSITY - I'm not entirely shocked that any commercial newspaper group
is accused of using these tactics. A journalist or anyone working on behalf of a
Jjournalist to hack into telephone records is a breach of Regulation of Regulatory
Powers Act and is illegal. It's not like Data Protection Law. Presenter - Oborn has
written The triumph of the Political Class. Can a single person ask for this action to
be taken? STUDIO INTERVIEW: PETER OBORN [PHONETIC], POLITICAL PUNDIT -
Nick Davies [PHONETIC] has written the report and it seems to be endemic in the
NOTW news room. The position taken by this creature Coulsan, Director of
Communications for Conservative Party. When he was editor for NOTW, he says he
didn't know about this going on. Clive Goodman the Royal Correspondent went to
jail for what he did while working for Coulson. The Press Complaints Commission
pathetically failed to ask questions. The toothless committee in the House of
Commons have been knobbied by Rupert Murdoch failed also to ask correct
questions. STUDIO INTERVIEW: LUCKHURST - the Guardian is a great leftist paper
and Nick Davies, wrote Flat Earth News is a good journalist. There is an agenda

"} against Andy Coulson.
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Press Complaints Cammission

Keyword: Press Complaints Commission

GUARDIAN ALLEGES NEWS OF THE
WORLD TAPPED INTO 3000 PHONES

Programme: BBC News

Programme Start: 09/07/2009 09:00:00
Item Start: 09:04:16

Duration: 3:46

STUDIO INTERVIEW: ASHA TANNA, CORRESPONDENT - Newsgroup are saying it's
.‘; inappropriate to comment. John Whittingdale, chairman of the Common's Media
( > Select Committee has said it will consider these alleged revelations on Thursday.
‘ John Prescott is very concerned and he'd like to see Andy Coulson called to give
evidence and is also calling on David Cameron to sack him. STUDIO INTERVIEW:
GARY O'DONOHUE, POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT - David Cameron's said he knew
about Andy Coulson's resignation from the News of the World and believed in
second chances. The Culture Committee will reopen its inquiry and want to speak
to News International. Presenter - what about the other questions that have been
raised for the Metropolitan police, for the Crown Prosecution Service for the
Press Complaints Commission? STUDIO INTERVIEW: O'DONQOHUE - the Met issued a
statement saying these matters were investigated and two people went to jail.
Presenter - Charles Clark said we have an organisation setting itself above the law
but saying he wants the current Home Secretary to find out what’s going on.

If you wish to order a tape or transcript of this broadcast, please fill in this form and fax it back on 020 7674 0222 or
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Keyword: Press Complaints Commission

TWITTER PAGE OF MP BRED
BRADSHAW

Programme: Live Desk

Programme Start: 09/07/2009 09:30:00
Presenter: Colin Brazier

Item Start: 09:37:13

Duration: 0:40

’} David Cameron he says the Police and the Press Complaints Commission all have
( } questions to answer in relation to today's Guardian newspaper revelations. The
’ Tory leader has been speaking about the allegations that The News of the World
hacked into phone messages of leading politicians and celebrities, when the paper
was edited by Andy Coulson. He is now the Conservative's leader Director of
Communications.

¢
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Keyword: Press Complaints Commission

ALLEGATIONS OF PHONE HACKING
BY NEWS OF THE WORLD

Programme: GMTV

Programme Start: 09/07/2009 08:00:00
Presenter: Emma Crosby, Andrew Castle
Item Start: 08:07:28

Duration: 5:55

.E Let's get more now on that phone hacking story, allegations have been made in the
( ) Guardian newspaper. STUDIO INTERVIEW: JOHN PRESCOTT, FORMER DEPUTY
' PRIME MINISTER - if these allegations are correct and there's a great deal of
substance | see in them then | think they mislead the House of Commons
Committee and the Press Complaints Commission. | shall write to the Metropolitan
Police Authority and ask if they knew our phones had been tapped. It's quite
staggering that Mr Cameron is relaxed about these allegations. Presenter - Andy
Clawson, the Communications Director for the Tories, resigned at the time.

If you wish to order a tape or transcript of this broadcast, please fill in this form and faxit back on 020 7674 0222 or
emaeil broadcast@dyrrants.co.uk or call 020 7674 0200 and ask to speak to a member of the Broedcast Team.

[] Please email me a transeript of this broadeast.

[} Please send-me aTape /- BVO / CB / €D ROM /.Streaming Audia ar Videa (circle ane) of this.broadcast,

Signature Print Name

Emait Phone Number

Transcripts start at £90 Recordings start at £153

Produced by Durrants under licence from the NLA (newspapers), CLA (magazines) or other copyright owner. No further copying (including
printing of digital cuttings), digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the copyright owner.

BB715-2 Pack Page 21 of 37 Article Paga 1 of 1 188
126859726 - ROYBEO - 651474

MOD100046426



For Distribution to CPs

Source: Sky News
Oate: Thursday 8, July 2003

Press Complaints Commivsion
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CLAIMS NEWS OF THE WORLD
TAPPED PHONES OF THOUSANDS

Programme: Sunrise

Programme Start: 09/07/2009 07:00:00
Presenter: Eamonn Holmes, Charlotte Hawkins
Item Start: 07:33:35

Duration: 4:.08

This includes politicians, celebrities and business people. The Guardian reports that
those whose calls were reportedly monitored include the former deputy prime
minister John Prescott, London mayor Boris Johnson, actress Gwyneth Paltrow
and the model Elle McPherson. Several senior Labour politicians have criticised
David Cameron's communications director Andy Coulson because he was the editor
of News of the World at the time. Andy Coulson said | have no knowledge of any
settlement with Gordon Taylor. The Mulcaire case was investigated thoroughly by
the police and Press Complaints Commission. STUDIO INTERVIEW: JOSHUA
ROSZENBERG, LEGAL EXPERT - we knew Clive Goodman was convicted. Andrew
Neil has said this is one of the most serious news stories he can remember.
Breaches of the data protection act, when you phone BT or a company and pretend
to be the person with the account and you blag. The Commons Culture Committee
will want to know from News Group, News International. Questions will be asked
about Andy Coulson, whether he can continue as the Conservatives media
spokesman. Maybe he would become editor of the Sun, if the Murdoch group thinks
that is appropriate.
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Fresy Complaints Commission

Keyword: Press Complaints Commission

CLAIMS OF ILLEGAL PHONE
TAPPING BY NEWS OF THE WORLD
JOURNALISTS BY GUARDIAN

Programme: Good Morning Scotland
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 07:30:00
Presenter: Aileen Clarke, Gary Robertson
ltem Start: 07:33:37

.} Duration: 7:42

According to the Guardian newspaper up to 3000 people, including former deputy
Prime Minister John Prescott, were targeted. STUDIO INTERVIEW: ROY
GREENSLADE, PROFESSOR OF JOURNALISM AT CITY UNIVERSITY AND FORMER
EDITOR OF THE DAILY MIRROR - | think reporters received information from the
police, say from the Criminal Records Office, which was in the grey area of legality.
STUDIO INTERVIEW: PAUL GILBERT, MEDIA LAWYER - initially News International,
the owners of News of the World, effectively defended the claim. The three people
who brought the cases, one of whom is Gordon Taylor, were able to obtain a
disclosure order, to the effect that the Metropolitan Police who conducted the
investigation into Clive Goodman, disclosed documents relevant to his claim. He
shouid be going to his solicitor as opposed to complaining why the Press
Complaints Commission or the Metropolitan Police haven't taken matters any
further. STUDIO INTERVIEW: GREENSLADE - Glenn Molcare [PHONETIC] was paid
£100,000 in the course of a year by the News of the World. Presenter - Andy
Coulson [PHONETIC] was editor at the time the scandal broke. STUDIO INTERVIEW:
) GREENSLADE - Nick Davis, the investigator at the Guardian, is on the record well
( ) before he ever broke this story, as saying journalists shouid never engage in illegal
e activity. On Newsnight last night Andrew Neil modified that.
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Keyword: Press Complaints Commission

NEWS OF THE WORLD ACCUSED OF
ILLEGAL PHONE TAPPING

Programme: Breakfast

Programme Start: 09/07/2009 07:00:00
Presenter; Susanna Reid, Charlie Stayt
Item Start: 07:11:22

Duration: 4:18

The Guardian claims private investigators hacked into the phone messages of

N ’\') 3,000 people including former PM John Prescott. STUDIO INTERVIEW: JOHN

' PRESCOTT, FORMER DEPUTY PM - the enormity of the allegations are

unbelievable. The questions are for the Murdoch authority themselves. It convinced
the House Select Committee on Culture, and the Press Complfaints Commission,
that royal hacking was a one of f by a rogue reporter. | am staggered Cameron, who
employed Coulson, is relaxed about these allegations, particularly when he
demanded McBride, who worked for Labour, was sacked. Presenter - Andy Coulson
said he had no knowledge of phone tapping. News International says it is
inappropriate to comment at the time. STUBIQO INTERVIEW: PRESCOTT - I was in
discussions with the PM. | am writing to the chief of police to ask him at the Met
Authority if he knew many phones were being tapped. Did he tell the public
prosecutor? Presenter - the chairman of the committee, John Whittingdale, says
he's seen no direct evidence that assurance was given to committee on the matter
had been untrue. ‘

If you wigh to order a tape or tranacript of this broadcast, please fill in this farm and fax it back on 020 7674 0222 or
emeil broadcast@durrants.co.uk or cail 020 7674 0200 and ask to speak to a member of the Broadcast Team.

[] Please email me a transcript of this broadcast.

[l Please send me aTape / DVD / CD / CD ROM / Streaming Audio or Video (circle ane) of this broadcast.

Signature Print Name

Email Phone Number

Transcripts start at £80 Recordings start at £153

Produced by Durrants under licence from the NLA {newspapers), CLA [magazines) or other copyright owner. No further copying {including
printing of digital cuttings), digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the copyright owner.

B8715-2 Pack Page 24 of 37 Article Page 1of 1 191
126855381 - ROYBED - 650454

MOD100046429



For Distribution to CPs

Source: BBC Radio 5 Live
Date: Thursday 9, July 2009

»durrants

Press Compiaints Commission
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NEWS OF THE WORLD ACCUSED OF
HACKING INTO MOBILE PHONES

Programme: Morning Reports
Programme Start: 08/07/2009 05:00:00
Presenter: Cory Allen

[tem Start: 05:01:00

Duration: 4:05

Reporter: Torin Douglas

( ) The News of The World is being accused of using private detectives to hack into
the mobile phones of thousands of people. The Guardian claims Lenny Henry,
Gwyneth Paltrow and George Michael are among the people who were spied onin
2006. The paper also apparently targeted John Prescott. INTERVIEW: JOHN
PRESCOTT, FORMER DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER - | had no evidence of this.
STATEMENT: NEWS INTERNATIONAL - it is inappropriate to comment at this time.
Reporter - today the Guardian is saying that one of the people whose phone
messages were tapped into, Gordon Taylor the chief executive of The Professional
Footballers Association, say he sued. Presenter - the Metropolitan police have a
list of those who were targeted. INTERVIEW: NICK DAVIES, THE GUARDIAN -
scotland yard have files and files of stuff they seized in raids. STATEMENT:
METROPOLITAN POLICE - the mps carried out an investigation into the alleged
unlawful interception of telephone calls. Two people were convicted and jailed.
INTERVIEW: ANDREW NEIL, FORMER EDITOR, SUNDAY TIMES - this is our criminal
Justice system in the dock. Why did the police not inform the deputy prime minister
of this country that his mobile phone had been compromised? Presenter ~ The man

‘\} who carried out a parliamentary inquiry into the way the journalist, Clive Goodman,

{ ) hacked into mobile phone messages is John Whittingdale. INTERVIEW: JOHN

o WITTINGDALE, CARRIED QUT INQUIRY - we were given assurance he was the sole
person who new about it. INTERVIEW: ANDY COULSON, FORMER EDITOR, NEWS OF
THE WORLD - { have no knowledge of any settlement with Gordon Taylor. The case
was investigated thoroughly by the police and the Press Complaints Commission.
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Keyword: Press Complaints Commission

Presenter - The culture, media and sports committee is going to decide whether to
call people from News International to answer questions.

e
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Keyword: Press Complaints Commission

NEWS OF THE WORLD ACCUSED OF
USING PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS

Programme: Good Morning Scotland
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 06:00:00
Presenter: Aileen Clarke, Gary Robertson
Item Start: 06:20:36

Duration: 3:10

( Q This is to hack into the mobile phones of people. The Guardian claims Lenny Henry,
() Gwyneth Paltrow and George Michael were spied on in 2006. They also targeted
politicians, including John Prescott. INTERVIEW: JOHN PRESCOTT, FGRMER
DEPUTY PM - | had no evidence but most of the newspapers had information that
was highly private. STATEMENT: NEWS INTERNATIONAL - it‘s inappropriate to
comment at this time. Presenter - it's been claimed the Metropolitan Police have a
list of those individuals that were targeted. INTERVIEW: NICK DAVIS, GUARDIAN
NEWSPAPER - Scotland Yard is sitting on this stuff. They have files they seized
from Clive Goodman and the Investigator. STATEMENT: METROPOLITAN POLICE -
the MPS carried out an investigation into the interception of phone calls. Officers
liaised with the Crown Prosecution Service. INTERVIEW: ANDREW NEIL, FORMER
EDITOR, THE SUNDAY TIMES - this isn't just the News of the World that's in the
dock. This is the Police in the dock. INTERVIEW: JOHN WITTINGALE, LEADER,
PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRBY INTO WAY CLIVE GOODMAN HACKED MESSAGES - we
were given assurance that he was the sole person who knew about it. The Chairman
of News International gave evidence to us. Presenter ~ someone who didn't appear
before John Wittingale's Culture and Media and Sport Committee was Andy
\‘ Coolsen [PHONETIC]. He resigned after Clive Goodman was sent to jail. Now he
( ) ) works as David Cameron's PR man. STATEMENT: ANDY COOLSEN - this story
relates to an alleged payment after | left News of £the World. I've no knowledge of a
settlement to Gordon Taylor. The Malcare [PHONETIC] case was investigated by
the Police and the Press Complaints Commission. Presenter - the Culture Media
and sport Committee will meet later this morning.
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NEWS INTERNATIONAL HAS ISSUED
A STATEMENT

Programme: 5 Live Breakfast
Programme Start: 09/07/2009 06:00:00
Presenter: Rachel Burden

ltem Start: 06:07.05

Duration: 6:00

\. They own News of the World. The Guardian claims that Lenny Henry, Gwyneth
: ( ’ \) Paltrow and John Prescott are among the people who were allegedly spied on.

' INTERVIEW: MAX CLIFFORD, PUBLICITY AGENT - if these allegations prove to be
true then it's something that a lot of people will be unhappy about. STUDIO
INTERVIEW: TORIN DOUGLAS, CORRESPONDENT - they say a senior metropolitan
Police source is one and some comes from court papers, there is a case that
Gordon Taylor brought against the CEO of the Professional Football Associations,
the Information Commissioner has always said there is behaviour such as this. Nick
Davis has pieced together this piece for the Guardian. Clive Goodman the Royal
Editor of the News of the World was jailed. Andy Colson [PHONETIC] resigned after
his royal editor was jailed at the time. Glen Malcare [PHONETIC] was investigated
by the Press Complaints Commission. Chairman of the Culture and Sports
Committee, John Whittingdale [PHONETIC] has indicated last night that he wants
to see that enquiry reopened.
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PAPERS PAID HUSH MONEY FOR
HACKING PHONES SAYS GUARDIAN

Programme: Newsnight

Programme Start: 08/07/2009 22:30:00
Presenter: Emily Matlis

[tem Start: 22:34:13

Duration: 13:00

Reporter: Michael Crick

- ) Tonight the News of the World, the Met Police even the judiciary face serious
serious questions over what The Guardian claims were criminal methods used by
News International to get stories. The editor, during some of that time was Andy
Coulson, now David Cameron's communication director. Reporter - Clive Goodman,
the Royal Correspondent, was jailed. Along with an accomplice Glen Mulcaire.
INTERVIEW: NICK DAVIES, THE GUARDIAN - the hacking of mobile phones was very
common practice by News International journalists. Reporter - The Guardian's
story stems, from a law suit, by the footballers' union boss Gordon Taylor. Inquiries
by both Scotland Yard and the Information Commissioner showed how others on
Rupert Murdoch's papers also knew. INTERVIEW: JOHN PRESCOTT MP, FORMER
CABINET MINISTER - I think John Whittingdale has said his committee's going to
look at it. Reporter - there are questions too for Rebekah Wade. STATEMENT:
ANDY COULSON - | took full responsibility at the time. INTERVIEW: JOHN
WHITTINGDALE MP, CHAIRMAN, CULTURE SELECT COMMITTEE - he did step down
as editor. STUDIO INTERVIEW: ANDREW NEIL, FORMER SUNDAY TIMES EDITOR -
the use of hacking into mobile phones was on a mass scale. STUDIO INTERVIEW:
PETER WILBY, FORMER EDITOR, THE INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY - the Press

) Complaints Commission was supposed to have looked into this whole matter.

P
B N
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From: The Newspaper Society [ns@newspapersoc.org.uk]
Sent: 09 July 2009 13:09
Subject: NS News

If you cannot see this HTML newsletter please click here.

Covering NS and Industry Issues g9 July 2009
Mews highlights
NS Gives Evidence to Commons Committee on Have your
Future for Local Media say

The Newspaper Society gave evidence this week to
the Culture, Media and Sport Committee chaired by
John Whittingdale as part of their inquiry into the
Future for Local and Regional Media. NS director
David Newell was joined by Michael Pelosi
(Northcliffe Media), Geraldine Allinson (Kent
Messenger Group) and Ed Curran (Beffast
Telegraph) for the panel session at Westminster on
Tuesday. A Press Association panel also gave
evidence.

>> Fuill story

Burnham: More Government Ad Spend for
Mews Sources

Health Secretary Andy Burnham believes there is a
significant public benefit in government
departments putting more ad spend into local
media. >> Full story
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New Council Newspaper Costs Barking and
Dagenham Post £250,000

The Barking and Dagenham Post is bracing itself for
a £250,000 fall in annual advertising revenue
following the launch of Barking and Dagenham
Council's fortnightly freesheet The News >> Full story

NS Focuses on New DCMS Ministerial Team
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. . . ABC
The NS has been arranging meetings with the
Department for Culture Media and Sport ministerial ASA
team including new culture secretary Ben ]
Bradshaw. Meetings are ailso to be held this month CBI
with bodies including the Press Complaints
Commission, ABC, ASA, and Buckingham Palace DA notice
officials. committee
>> Full activity report
DCF
MEN Facebook Exclusives Make National News ENPA
The Manchester Fvening News has revealed that INMA
prison inmates are flouting bans on the use of
social networking sites and mobile phones in jail JICRES
through a series of exclusives sparked by an Medi
. . edia
anonymous tip-off and research conducted online. Emergency
> Fuil story Forum
) NCT3
Play England Launches Local Media PR
Campaign NMA
Play England has launched a local media PR BCC
campaign through Featurelink promoting its annual
Playday campaign which sees hundreds of events Sof
for kids take place across the UK. >»> Eull story WAN
In Brief
Chronicle Shows PM How Oldham is Winning Battle
Against Recession
}
e
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1. NEWS OF THE WORLD:
PHONE TAPPING CLAIMS - FRIDAY

Three inquiries into hacking
claims as new victims emerge

@ MPs summon
Murdoch chiefs
over dirty tricks

@ Targeted public
figures consider
suing tabloid

@® Scotland Yard
refuses to reopen
tapping probe

James Robinson

News International was last night facing
three fresh inquiries into the conduct of

/ its journalists and executives following
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the Guardian’s disclosures that Rupert
Murdoch’s newspaper empire paid £imto
keep secret the use of criminal methods
to get stories,

The director of public prosecutions,
Keir Starmer, announced hewas intending
tolaunch an urgent review of the evidence
relatingteo phonehackinginthe caseofthe
News of the World reporter Clive Good-
man, who was jailed for obtaining infor-
mation illegally.

His intervention came after a powerful
Commons select committee said it would
be calling senior managers from News
International to give evidence as early as
next week to clarify what they knew about
malpractice by journalists at the News of
the World. Andy Coulson, the former edi-
torofthe paper and now the Conservative
party’s director of communications, will
be asked to appear. He hasalways denied
he knew reporters working for him had
hacked into the mobile phones of politi-
cians and celebrities.

The Press Complaints Commissionalso
anmounced it was conducting an inguiry.

At Westminster, senjor Labour figures
contimied tocall for Coulson to resign and
the prime minister said that there were
“serious questions” to aniswer.

Gordon Brownwasrespondingafterthe
Guardian revealed that News Group, the
publishers of the News of the World, had
made the £im payout {o seciire secrecy
over out-of-court settlements in three
cases that threatened to expose evidence
of journalists using private investigators

to illegally hack into the mobile phone
messages of numerous public figures. It
is also alleged journalists gained unlaw-
ful access to confidential personal data,
including taxrecords, socialsecurity files,
bank statements and phone bills. Targets
included John Prescott and Tessa Jowell.

The chiefexecutive of the Professional
Footballers” Association, Gorden Taylor,
was one victim and last vear he received
£700,000 from News International in
compensation and legal costs, He agreed
not to discuss the case as part of the deal.

However, hundreds of other public fig-
ures may also have been targeted. Yester-
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day, some of those thought to have been