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P R IV A T E  A N D  C O N F ID E N T IA L P C C  P A P E R  N O : 4 6 1 4

P C C  r e p o r t  o n  p h o n e  m e ssa g e  ta p p in g  a lle g a tio n s

1

W e  p ro b a b ly  n o w  h a v e  e n o u ^  in fo rm a tio n  fo r  C o m m is s io n e rs  to  ta k e  
a  p re lim in a ry  v ie w  a b o u t h o w  to  re s p o n d  to  th e  p h o n e  m essage  ta p p in g  
a lle g a tio n s . I  h a v e  a tta c h e d  a ll th e  re le v a n t in fo rm a tio n  -  in c lu d in g  th e  

tra n s c r ip ts  o f  th e  o ra l h e a rin g s  a t th e  S e le c t C o m m itte e , T h e  k e y  
a lle g a tio n s  a re  s p e lle d  o u t o n  pages 1 6 -1 8  o f  th e  G u a rd ia n  e v id e n c e  b y  
N ic k  D a v ie s . T h e  o th e r tra n s c r ip ts  a re  in c lu d e d  so  th a t y o u  h a ve  a ll th e  
e v id e n c e , b u t I  h a v e  s u m m a ris e d  th e  k e y  b its  in  th e  a tta c h e d  n a rra tiv e . 
W e  are  a w a itin g  a  c o u p le  o f  b its  o f  in fo rm a tio n  -  a  re p ly  fro m  th e  N e w s  
o f  th e  W o rld  o n  tw o  s m a ll p o in ts ; th e  f in a l re p lie s  fro m  th e  in d u s try  a t 
la rg e  to  th e  c h a irm a n ’ s le t te r  f in d in g  o u t w h a t c o n tro ls  a re  c u rre n tly  in  
p la c e ; a n d  th e  tra n s c r ip t o f  L e s  H in to n ’ s o ra l e v id e n c e  to  th e  S e le c t 
C o m m itte e .

Y o u  w i l l  re c a ll th a t, in  lig h t  o f  th e  G u a rd ia n ’s  s to r ie s , w e  a n n o u n ce d  

th a t w e  w o u ld  in v e s tig a te  w h e th e r th e  C o m m is s io n  w a s  m is le d  b y  th e  
N e w s  o f  th e  W o r ld  d u r in g  o u r 2 0 0 7  in q u ir y .  W e  a ls o  s a id  th a t w e  
w o u ld  in v e s tig a te  ‘w ith o u t d e la y ’ a n y  e v id e n c e  th a t th e re  h a d  b ee n  
fu r th e r  e p is o d e s  o f  p h o n e  m essage  h a c k in g  s in c e  2 0 0 7  -  th e  y e a r in  
w h ic h  w e  p u b lis h e d  6  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  to  th e  in d u s try  w ith  th e  a im  o f  
m in iin is in g  th e  r is k  o f  re p e tit io n .

I  h a ve  d ra fte d  th e  f ir s t  p a r t o f  a  p o s s ib le  re p o r t w h ic h  e x p la in s  th e  
b a c k g ro u n d ; w h a t th e  c u rre n t a lle g a tio n s  a re ; w h a t n e w  e v id e n c e  has 
a ris e n  d u r in g  th e  S e le c t C o m m itte e  in q u ir y ;  a n d  w h a t e v id e n c e  w e  h ave  
s o u g h t. A  se t o f  c o n c lu s io n s  ca n  b e  in c lu d e d  o n c e  th e  C o m m is s io n  has 

m e t to  d is c u s s  th e  m a tte r, a n d  in  p a r tic u la r  w h e th e r th e  C o m m is s io n  

i t s e lf  w a s  m is le d . T h e  t im in g  o f  p u b lic a tio n  o f  th e  re p o r t w i l l  a ls o  be  
im p o rta n t -  th e  S e le c t C o m m itte e  has n o w  f in is h e d  ta k in g  e v id e n c e , 
a n d  i f  th e re  is  a n y  ch a n ce  th a t o u r f in d in g s  m ig h t b e  h e lp fu l to  th e irs , i t  
m ig h t be  p re fe ra b le  to  p u b lis h  o u r re p o r t f ir s t .
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4 . A lth o u g h  i t  is  a m a tte r fo r  th e  C o m m is s io n  to  d e c id e  o n  th e  w a y  ahead, 
i t  m a y  b e  h e lp fu l to  se t o u t som e  o b s e rv a tio n s . T h e  m o s t s tr ik in g  fa c t is  
th a t th e re  is  n o  e v id e n c e  w h a ts o e v e r th a t th e re  h a v e  b e e n  fu r th e r  
in s ta n c e s  o f  p h o n e  m essage  h a c k in g  s in c e  2 0 0 7 . T h e  la c k  o f  da tes  in  
th e  o r ig in a l G u a rd ia n  c o v e ra g e  -  a nd  th e  w a y  in  w h ic h  th e  s to ry  w a s  
p re s e n te d , fo r  in s ta n c e  b y  c a s tin g  d o u b t o n  th e  e ffe c tiv e n e s s  o f  th e  P C C  
-  m a y  h a v e  le d  so m e  p e o p le  to  b e lie v e  th a t th e  b e h a v io u r w a s  o n g o in g . 
T h e  fa c t th a t i t  is  n o t -  o r  does n o t se em  to  b e  -  s h o u ld  a rg u a b ly  b e  a 
cause  fo r  c o n g ra tu la tio n  so  fa r  as th e  P C C  is  c o n c e rn e d , s h o w in g  as i t  
d o e s  th e  ro b u s tn e s s  o f  th e  2 0 0 7  re c o m m e n d a tio n s . T h e  re sp on se s  fro m  
th e  in d u s try  a b o u t c u rre n t p ra c tic e  (w e  a re  s t i l l  a w a itin g  o n e  o r  tw o  

re p lie s )  a re  p o s itiv e . I t  is  a ls o  n o te w o rth y  th a t th e  In fo rm a tio n  
C o m m is s io n e r’ s O ffic e  h a s  s a id  th a t th e  s itu a tio n  h as  im p ro v e d , a n d  
th a t th e  P C C  c a n  ta k e  its  sh a re  o f  th e  c re d it fo r  th is .

T h e  a rg u m e n t th a t th e  C o m m is s io n  w a s  m is le d  in  2 0 0 7  seem s to  re s t o n  
th e  a lle g a tio n  th a t th e re  w a s , in  fa c t, a c o n s p ira c y  a t th e  N e w s  o f  th e  
W o rld  in v o lv in g  p e o p le  o th e r th a n  C liv e  G o o d m a n  a n d  G le n n  M u lc a ire  
to  h a c k  in to  p h o n e  m e ssa ge s , a n d  th a t th e ir  b e h a v io u r w a s  n o t th e re fo re  
‘ a b e rra tio n a l’ . T h e  G u a rd ia n  s to rie s  re fe r re d  to  a lle g a tio n s  th a t 
‘ th o u s a n d s ’ o f  m o b ile  p h o n e s  w e re  h a c k e d  in to  -  a n d  th is  is  a  .fig u re  
th a t w a s  s u b s e q u e n tly  re p e a te d  e ls e w h e re  in  th e  m e d ia  a n d  seem s to  

h a ve  ta k e n  ro o t in  th e  p o p u la r  im a g in a tio n . T h e  o n ly  o n  th e  re c o rd  
c o rro b o ra tio n  fo r  th is  ca m e  w h e n  G o rd o n  T a y lo r ’ s la w y e r  g a ve  
e v id e n c e  to  th e  S e le c t C o m m itte e . H e  s a id  th a t -  a t a  c o u r t h e a rin g  a t 
w h ic h  th e y  w e re  t r y in g  to  d is c o v e r d o c u m e n ts  -  h e  h a d  h a d  a 
c o n v e rs a tio n  w ith  a  p o lic e m a n  c a lle d  M a rk  M a b b e le y  w h o  s a id , 
p o s s ib ly  as a n  ‘ a s id e ’ , th a t 6 0 0 0  p e o p le  w e re  in v o lv e d . O n  th e  o th e r 
h a n d , a ll th e  p e o p le  fro m  th e  p o lic e  w h o  h a d  d ire c t k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  
case -  in c lu d in g  A n d y  H a y m a n  a n d  J o h n  Y a te s  -  h a v e  s a id  th a t o n ly  a 
h a n d fu l o f  p e o p le  se em ed  to  h a v e  b e e n  v ic t im s  o f  th is  p ra c tic e , a n d  th a t 
th e re  w a s  n o  e v id ra ic e  th a t a n yo n e  o th e r th a n  C liv e  G o o d m a n  a n d  
G le n n  M u lc a ire  w a s  in v o lv e d .

6. M u c h  has a ls o  b e e n  m a d e  (d u r in g  th e  S e le c t C o m m itte e  h e a rin g s  in  
p a r tic u la r )  o f  th re e  o th e r p o in ts . F irs t, N ic k  D a v ie s  p ro d u c e d  an  e -m a il 
c o n ta m in g  a  tra n s c r ip t o f  a  h a c k e d  m e ssa ge  s e n t fro m  a  N e w s  o f  th e  
W o rld  ju n io r  re p o r te r  to  G le n n  M u lc a ire , w h ic h  s a id  ‘h e llo , th is  is  fo r  
N e v ille ’ a t th e  to p . I t  w a s  a ssum ed  th a t th is  re fe r re d  to
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t  th e  N e w s  o f  th e  W o rld , a n d  th a t 
m u s t th e re fo re  h a v e  b e e n  a w a re  o f  th e  p h o n e  m essage  h a c k in g  
S e co n d , has re p e a te d ly  s u g g e s te d  th a t a  s to ry  a b o u t

b d

C liv e  G o o d m a n  -  c a n  o n ly  h a v e  b e e n  o b ta in e d  as a  re s u lt o f  h a c k in g . 
W e  h a v e  a s k e d  C o lin  M y le r  fo r  h is  c o m m e n ts  o n  th is  p o in t,  a n d  y o u  
w i l l  see h is  re p ly . T h ird , i t  h a s  b e e n  s ta te d  th a t m a n y  o f  th e  v ic t im s  
w e re  n o th in g  to  d o  w ith  th e  R o y a l F a m ily , a n d  y e t C liv e  G o o d m a n  w a s  
th e  ro y a l e d ito r  o f  th e  N e w s  o f  th e  W o rld . G iv e n  th is , a n d  th e  fa c t th a t 
th e  ju d g e  in  th e  M u lc a ire /G o o d m a n  t r ia l s e n te n ce d  M u lc a ire  to  a 
le n g th ie r  p r is o n  se n te n ce  as h e  h a d  d e a lt w ith  p e o p le  o th e r th a n  
G o o d m a n  a t th e  n e w s p a p e r, i t  is  su g g e s te d  th a t th e re  m u s t h a v e  b e e n  a 

b ro a d e r c o n s p ira c y  a m o n g  N e w s  o f  th e  P Tor/d  jo u rn a lis ts .

T h e  p ro b le m  w ith  th is  in fo rm a tio n  is  th a t i t  is  a ll ro o te d  in  th e  a c tiv it ie s  
o f  C liv e  G o o d m a n  a n d  G le n n  M u lc a ire , w h ic h  w e  a lre a d y  k n e w  w e re  
ille g a l,  a n d  d o e s  n o t ta k e  u s  in to  th e  te r r ito r y  o f  a  w id e r  c o n s p ira c y .

^was n o t h im s e lf  th e  re c ip ie n t o f  th e  a lle g e d ly  in c r im in a tin g
e -m a il, a n d  th e re  c o u ld  b e  a n y  n u m b e r o f  re a so n s  fo r  th e  ‘ fo r  N e v ille ’ 
m essage . T h e  ju d g e ’ s c o m m e n ts  se em  to  be  a  re d  h e r r in g  g iv e n  th a t he  
d id  n o t s a y  th a t th e  o th e rs  w ith  w h o m  M u lc a ire  d e a lt k n e w  a b o u t h o w  
th e  m a te r ia l w a s  o b ta in e d  -  a n d  in d e e d  th e  p o lic e  h a v e  s a id  th a t th e re  
w a s  n o  p a r tic u la r  e v id e n c e  th a t a n y o n e  e lse  d id . T h e  fa c t th a t M u lc a ire  
d e a lt w ith  o th e r jo u rn a lis ts  in  re s e a rc h in g  s to rie s  w a s  k n o w n  to  u s  a t th e  
tim e  o f  th e  2 0 0 7  in q u ir y .  T h is  in  i t s e lf  p ro v e s  n o th in g . T h e  im p o rta n t 
p o in t is  w h e th e r th e  p e o p le  h e  d e a lt w ith  w e re  p a r t o f  th e  c o n s p ira c y 'to  
b re a k  th e  la w . P e rh a p s  th e y  w e re  -  b u t th e re  is  n o  e v id e n c e  th a t th is  
w a s  th e  case . I n  l ig h t  o f  M u lc a ire ’ s m o re  g e n e ra l ro le  a t th e  n e w s p a p e r, 
w h ic h  b ro u g h t h im  in to  c o n ta c t w ith  o th e r jo u rn a lis ts  le g it im a te ly , i t  
m ig h t b e  th a t th e  a rg u m e n t a b o u t C liv e  G o o d m a n ’ s jo b  d e s c r ip tio n  is  
a ls o  ir re le v a n t as th e re  w a s  n o  p a r tic u la r  re a s o n  fo r  M u lc a ire  a ls o  to  
c o n fin e  h im s e lf  o n ly  to  re s e a rc h in g  ro y a l s to r ie s . W e  a re  a w a itin g  
som e  fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  fro m  C o lin  M y le r  o n  th is  p o in t.

O n  th e  fa c e  o f  i t ,  th e re  d oe s  n o t seem  to  b e  a n y  c o m p e llin g  e v id e n c e  
th a t th e  P C C  w a s  m a te r ia lly  m is le d  a t th e  tim e  o f  th e  2 0 0 7  in q u ir y . I t  
m ig h t b e  a rg u e d  th a t th e  n e w s p a p e r s h o u ld  h a v e  a le rte d  u s  to  th e  
G o rd o n  T a y lo r  s e ttle m e n t w h ic h  u n e a rth e d  th e  ‘ fo r  N e v ille ’ e -m a il a nd  
e v id e n c e  o f  o th e r  v ic t im s  o f  p h o n e  m essage  h a c k in g . T h e n  a g a in , th e  
T a y lo r  case  d id  n o t th ro w  u p  a n y  e v id e n c e  (s o  fa r  as w e  ca n  see) o f
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a n y o n e  o th e r th a n  G o o d m a n  b e in g  in v o lv e d  a t th e  N e w s  o f  th e  W o rld . 
A n d  i t  w a s  in  a n y  case  s u b je c t to  a  c o n fid e n tia lity  a g re e m e n t.

9 . I f  th e  C o m m is s io n  ag rees a w a y  ahead  th e n  th e re  is  a  ch a n ce  th a t w e  
c a n  p u b lis h  th e  re p o r t b e lo w , a lo n g  w ith  som e  c o n c lu s io n s , b e fo re  th e  
N o v e m b e r C o m m is s io n  m e e tin g . I  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  h e w in g  y o u r  v ie w s  
n e x t w e e k .

T T
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