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D e a r l » h A

O n ce  a g a in  th a n k  y o u  v e ry  m u c h  fo r  m e e tin g  w ith  u s  a n d  fo r  y o u r  le tte r o f  27^^ 
Ju n e . A t  y o u r  s u g g e s tio n  w e  h a v e  n o w  m e t w ith  Ian B e a le s , C o d e  o f  P rac tice  
C o m m itte e .

T h is  w a s  v e ry  u s e fu l a n d  a s  a re su lt, and  fo llo w in g  c o n s u lta tio n  w ith  o u r 
T ru s te e s , w e  h a v e  m a d e  s u g g e s tio n s  fo r  c o n s id e ra tio n  by  th e  C o d e  o f  P rac tice  
C o m m itte e  (c o p y  e n c lo s e d  fo r  y o u r  in fo rm a tio n ).

A s  yo u  re c o m m e n d e d , w e  ra ise d  th e  p o s s ib ility  o f  p ro d u c in g  g u id a n c e  n o te s  to  
e d ito rs  s p e c if ic a lly  re la te d  to  th e  s e n s itiv e  re p o rtin g  o f  su ic id e . H o w eve r, Ian sa id  
th a t th is  w a s  n o t a  m a tte r  fo r  th e  C o d e  o f  P ra c tic e  C o m m itte e ... b u t fo r  th e  PC C. 
C a n  yo u  c o n firm  th a t  th is  is  th e  c a s e  ?

W e  w e re  p le a s e d  to  h e a r  and  re a d  a b o u t th e  v e ry  p o s itiv e  d e v e lo p m e n ts  th a t 
h a ve  ta ke n  p la c e  in re c e n t y e a rs  to  re d u c e  th e  im p a c t on  th o s e  w h o  a re  g r ie v in g  
and  w e  c o n g ra tu la te  e v e ry o n e  c o n ce rn e d .

Y o u  a ske d  i f  w e  h a d  fu r th e r  th o u g h ts  re g a rd in g  th e  tw o  n e w  a re a s  o f  co n ce rn  w e  
b ro u g h t to  y o u r  a tte n tio n ; n a m e ly  a p o ss ib le  g re a te r  in c id e n c e  o f  su ic id e  in a) 
ch ild re n  a n d  b ) p a re n ts  w h o  m u rd e r  th e ir  ch ild re n  b e fo re  k illing  th e m se lve s . A s  
y o u  k n o w  w e  h a v e  o n ly  a n e c d o ta l e v id e n ce , b u t w e  a re  c o n c e rn e d  th a t th e  
c o p y c a t p h e n o m e n o n  m a y  be  re le v a n t he re .

A s  yo u  w ill s e e  fro m  o u r  le tte r to  Ian B e a le s , i f  th e  C o d e  o f  P ra c tice  C o m m itte e  
w e re  to  a g re e  to  o u r  s u g g e s te d  c h a n g e  in  th e  w o rd in g  o f  th e  C o d e  (su p p o rte d  by 
a p p ro p ria te  g u id a n c e  n o te s ) th e s e  a re a s  o f  c o n ce rn  co u ld  b e  co ve re d .
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W ith  re fe re n ce  to  o u r  d is c u s s io n  c o n ce rn in g  a d ju d ic a tio n  on  w h a t is  d e e m e d  to  
be ‘e x c e s s iv e ’ d e ta il, w e  b e lie v e  th a t m e m b e rs  o f  th e  P C C  w o u ld  b e n e fit fro m  
e x p e rt a d v ic e  w h e n  a rb itra tin g  on  th e s e  m a tte rs . W e  su g g e s te d  th a t th is  co u ld  
ta ke  s e v e ra l fo rm s : s p e c if ic  g u id a n c e  no tes , th e  a v a ila b ility  o f  e x p e rt a d v ice  
du rin g  an  a d ju d ic a tio n  a n d /o r  a  tra in in g  /  b rie fin g  s e s s io n  fo r m e m b e rs .

W e  w o u ld  b e  v e ry  g ra te fu l if  y o u  w o u ld  a s k  y o u r  C h a irm a n , S ir  C h ris to p h e r 
M eye r, a n d  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  P C C  to  c o n s id e r  th e  p o in ts  w e  h a ve  ra ise d  a n d  w e  
lo ok  fo rw a rd  to  th e ir  re s p o n s e . W e  sha ll o f  co u rs e  be  m o re  th a n  h a p p y  to  d iscu ss  
a ny  o f  th e s e  m a tte rs  fu rth e r.

Y o u r  p ro p o s a l o f  a  P C C -s p o n s o re d  e v e n t a b o u t th e  re p o rtin g  o f  s u ic id e  is  
e x c e lle n t and  w e  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  fu r th e r  n e w s  on  th is  id ea .

W e  va lu e  y o u r  o ffe r  o f  o p e n  co m m u n ic a tio n  an d , o n c e  a g a in , th a n k  yo u  fo r y o u r  
in te re s t and  s u p p o r t in th e  v ita l need  to  re d u c e  th e  n u m b e r o f  y o u n g  p e o p le  w h o  
ta ke  th e ir  o w n  lives .
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