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D e a r

T h a n k  you  fo r  m e e tin g  us  re c e n tly  a n d  fo r  th e  c o p y  o f  T h e  E d ito rs ' C o d e b o o k .
W e  both  fe lt  th a t  i t  w a s  a u se fu l d is c u s s io n  a n d  p ro v id e d  a d d it io n a l in s ig h t in to  
th e  re m it a n d  fu n c tio n in g  o f  th e  C o d e  o f P ra c tice  C o m m itte e .

It w a s  m o s t e n c o u ra g in g  to  h e a r  th a t  you  to o  a re  co n c e rn e d  a b o u t c o p y c a t 
s u ic id e s  a n d  th a t th is  w a s  th e  m a in  re a so n  fo r  an  a m e n d m e n t o f  c la u s e  5 w h ich  
re fe rs  to  e x c e s s iv e  re p o rtin g  o f  s u ic id e  m e th o d . W e  q u o te  fro m  T h e  E d ito rs ’ 
C o d e b o o k ;

Copycat Suicide: In 2006, after considering international evidence 
highlighting the dangers of imitative deaths following reports of 
suicide, the Code committee introduced a new sub-clause requiring 
that care be taken, wrften reporting suidde, “to avoid excessive detail 
about the method used."

W h ils t a c k n o w le d g in g  th a t  th is  w a s  an  im p o rta n t m o v e  in  th e  r ig h t d ire c tio n  w e  do  
n o t b e lie ve  th a t  it  is  s u ffic ie n t. C o p y c a t s u ic id e  d o e s  n o t h a p p e n  s o le ly  a s  a  re su lt 
o f p u b lic is in g  d e ta il o f  m e th o d .

W e  th e re fo re  p ro p o s e  fo u r  s u g g e s tio n s  th a t w e  re s p e c tfu lly  a s k  bo th  you  a n d  the 
C o d e  C o m m itte e  to  c o n s id e r.

1. T h a t ‘reporting suicide' s h o u ld  be  a s e p a ra te  c la u s e  as  d is t in c t from  
intrusion into g rie f and shock.

2. T h e  c u rre n t w o rd in g  to  b e  re p la c e d  by : When reporting suicide care 
should be taken to avoid any detail that may contribute to copycat suicide, 
such as detail o f method o r location.

3. T h is  s ta te m e n t to  b e  s u p p o rte d  b y  d e ta ile d  G u id a n ce  N o te s  on  th e  
re p o rtin g  o f  s u ic id e .
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4. T h a t yo u  c o n s id e r  re m o v in g  the  w o rd  ‘e x c e s s iv e ’ fro m  th e  c u rre n t and  a n y  
fu tu re  c la u s e  fo r  th e  re a s o n s  w e  d is c u s s e d  w ith  y o u  (s e e  o u r  d is cu ss io n  
d o c u m e n t 1 A u g u s t  2 0 0 8 )

W e  b e lie ve  th a t a  g e n e ra l s ta te m e n t - item  2  a b o v e  - e n c o m p a s s e s  a ll 
s c e n a rio s  th a t  m a y  c o n tr ib u te  to  c o p y c a t su ic id e . T h e  re fe re n c e  to  ‘d e ta il’ in th e  
s ta te m e n t c o u ld  b e  d e fin e d  /  c la r if ie d  in  th e  G u id a n ce  N o tes .

In c o n c lu s io n , w e  h o p e  th a t w e  w e re  a b le  to  c o n v in c in g ly  d e m o n s tra te  to  yo u  th a t 
P A P Y U S  h a s  a v a lu a b le  in s ig h t in to  th e  s u b je c t o f  s u ic id e  a n d  w e  w ish  to  s u p p o rt 
th e  m e d ia  in d u s try  in  w h a te v e r  w a y  w e  ca n  to  p la y  its  p a rt in p re ve n tio n .

W e  h o p e  th a t o u r  s u g g e s tio n s  a re  re a lis tic  in  te rm s  o f  th e ir  b e ing  e a s ily  a d o p te d  
a n d  w e  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  y o u r  re s p o n s e  o n c e  y o u  h a ve  h a d  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  
d is c u s s  th e m  w ith  y o u r  c o lle a g u e s  on  th e  C o d e  C o m m itte e .

K in d  R e g a rd s

A n n e  P a rry
C h a ir  /  P A P Y R U S  P re v e n tio n  o f  Y o u n g  S u ic id e
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