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A s s is ta n t C h ie f C o n s ta b le  D a v id  M o rr is
S o u th  W a les P o lic e
C o w b rid g e  R oad
B rid g e n d
C F 3 1 3 S U

D e a r M r  M o rr is

F u rth e r to  W illia m  G o re ’ s le tte r o f  19 M a rc h , I  have  n o w  had the  
o p p o rtu n ity  to  lo o k  a t y o u r f ile  on  m e d ia  cove rag e  o f  th e  re ce n t tra g ic  
even ts in  and a ro u n d  B rid g e n d .

W e  have  a lso  been in  to u c h  w ith  M a d e le in e  M o o n  M P , w h o  has sent us a 
s im ila r  doss ie r. I  have  re p lie d  w ith  in it ia l com m e n ts , w h ic h  can be 
d iscussed fu rth e r w h e n , as I  e xp e c t y o u  k n o w , I  v is it  B rid g e n d  on  16 M a y  
w ith  the  D ire c to r  o f  the  P C C , T im  T o u lm in . T h is  w i l l  be an o p p o rtu n ity  
a lso  to  d iscuss y o u r  o w n  conce rns. T im  and  I  w i l l  be  h o s tin g  a lu n c h  to  
w h ic h  I  hope y o u  w i l l  be ab le  to  com e. I t  w i l l  be  a ttended  b y  M a d e le in e  
M o o n  and m em bers  o f  th e  lo c a l c o m m u n ity .
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T h e re  is  a fa ir  degree o f  o v e rla p  be tw een  y o u r doss ie r and  M s . M o o n ’ s. 
S om e o f  the  com m e n ts  b e lo w  are th e re fo re  v e ry  s im ila r  to  those  th a t I  
have  sent to  he r. F o r e xa m p le , I  th in k  i t  u s e fu l to  b re a k  th e  m a tte r d ow n  
in to  tw o  ca te g o rie s : w id e r issues fo r  debate ; a nd  s p e c ific  p o in ts  a ris in g  
fro m  press coverage .

S ta rtin g  w ith  th e  w id e r issues:

1. L in k a g e . T h is  bears p a r tic u la r ly  c a re fu l e x a m in a tio n . B o th  y o u  
and  M s  M o o n  have  h ig h lig h te d  the  fa c t th a t th e  m e d ia  lin k j
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in c id e n ts  th a t, in  fa c t, m ig h t n o t have  been connected  a t a ll excep t 
fo r  th e ir  re la tiv e  g e o g ra p h ica l p ro x im ity . N o n e th e le ss , i t  is  a lso  
c le a r th a t som e o f  th e  y o u n g  p e o p le  d id  k n o w  one a n o th e r; and i t  
does n o t seem  un rea sonab le  fo r  jo u rn a lis ts  to  have pu rsue d  the  
p o s s ib ility  o f  a lin k  be tw een  the  su ic id e s , e s p e c ia lly  w h e re  the  
in te rn e t is  conce rn ed . T he  p o ss ib le  e x is ten ce  o f  o n -lin e  
re la tio n s h ip s  b e tw e e n  som e o f  the  y o u n g  peo p le  w h o  k ille d  
the m se lve s  — o r, a t th e  v e ry  le as t, the  in flu e n c e  o f  o n -lin e  
in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t th e  su ic id e s  -  u n a v o id a b ly  added to  m ed ia  
s p e c u la tio n  a b o u t lin k a g e . Y o u  w i l l  fo rg iv e  m e i f  I  ask  w h e th e r 
th e re  is  a p o s s ib ility  th a t o ff-th e -re c o rd  p o lic e  b r ie fin g  c o n trib u te d  
to  th e  s p e c u la tio n .

2 . P ic tu re s . T h e  re -p u b lic a tio n  w ith o u t consen t b y  th e  m a ins tream  
m e d ia  o f  m a te ria l, e s p e c ia lly  ph o to s , fro m  s ites  such as B e b o  and 
M ysp a ce  is  in c re a s in g ly  co n te n tio u s . I t  is  so m e th in g  to  w h ic h  the  
P C C  has been g iv in g  se riou s th o u g h t q u ite  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  the  
B rid g e n d  su ic id e s . T h e re  are seve ra l d if f ic u lt  q ue s tions  to  be 
addressed: to  w h a t e x te n t is  m a te ria l o f  th is  k in d  in  th e  p u b lic  
d o m a in ; are those  w h o  u p -lo a d  p h o to s  and o th e r m a te ria l o n to  
tiie s e  s ites  a w a re  th a t th e y  c o u ld  be re p ro d u ce d  in  the  m a ins tream  
m e d ia ; and  i f  th e y  are n o t, w h a t steps sh o u ld  be ta ke n  to  m ake 
th e m  aw are  o f  th is  p o s s ib ility ?  W e have a lre a d y  co m m iss io n e d  
research  to  h e lp  us reach  sens ib le  answ ers.

3 . A p p ro a ch e s  to  re la tiv e s . T he  PC C  has co n s id e ra b le  e xpe rience  o f  
h e lp in g  p e o p le  w h o  are re c e n tly  bereaved. W e  have le a rn t a lo n g  
th e  w a y  th a t d iffe re n t peo p le  f in d  re lease fro m  th e ir  g r ie f  in  
d iffe re n t w a ys . S om e w is h  to  have n o th in g  to  do  w ith  th e  m ed ia ; 
o th e rs  ta ke  c o m fo rt fro m  ta lk in g  p u b lic ly  abo u t th e ir  lo v e d  ones. 
T h a t is  w h y  w e  do  n o t b e lie ve  th a t a b la n k e t p ro h ib itio n  on  
approaches b y  th e  m e d ia  to  the  bereaved is  th e  r ig h t answ er. M o re  
im p o rta n t is  to  t r y  to  ensure  th a t p e o p le  k n o w  th e ir  r ig h ts  and th e ir  
re m e d ie s  w h e n  jo u rn a lis ts ’ a tte n tio n s  are unw a n te d . In  p a rtic u la r, 
as I  have  sa id  to  y o u r re g io n a l and lo c a l m ed ia , peo p le  do  n o t have 
to  be in te rv ie w e d  b y  re p o rte rs ; and i t  is  a b reach  o f  the  P C C  C ode 
o f  P ra c tice  fo r  a re p o rte r to  engage in  p e rs is te n t p u rs u it w here  
som eone has m ade  p la in  he/she does n o t w a n t to  ta lk .

T h e  k e y  fo r  us is  to  d issem ina te  in fo rm a tio n  abo u t o u r a n ti­
h a rassm en t s e rv ic e  as w id e ly  as p o ss ib le . T h is  is  w h y , fo r  exam p
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w e  d is tr ib u te  o u r lite ra tu re  to  co ro n e rs ’ co u rts . W e a lso  w o rk  to  
ensu re  th a t a ll U K  p o lic e  fo rce s  are aw are  o f  w h a t the  P C C  can do 
ra p id ly  and  e ffe c tiv e ly  (2 4 -h o u rs  a d a y , e ve ry  d a y ) to  p ro te c t 
p e o p le  fro m  n e w sp a p e r harassm ent. I t  w o u ld  be v e ry  h e lp fu l to  
k n o w  w h e th e r y o u r  o ffic e rs  -  p a rtic u la r th e  fa m ily - lia is o n  o ffic e rs  
— w e re  b r ie fe d  o n  th e  P C C ’ s a n ti-ha rassm en t se rv ice  (w h ic h  w as, 
fo r  e xa m p le , v e ry  e ffe c tiv e  in  p ro te c tin g  the  G a ry  N e w lo v e  fa m ily  
fro m  p ress in tru s io n ).

4 . E x c e s s iv e  d e ta il a b o u t s u ic id e  m ethods. A s  y o u  p ro b a b ly  k n o w , 
th e  P C C  C ode  o f  P ra c tic e  w as s treng thened  in  2006  to  h ig h lig h t the  
im p o rta n c e  o f  a v o id in g  excess ive  d e ta il w h e n  re p o rtin g  su ic ides. 
In  p ra c tic e , th is  m eans new spapers sh o u ld  a v o id  g iv in g  in fo rm a tio n  
th a t w o u ld  n o t be  o b v io u s  o r w e ll-k n o w n . F o r instance , m ost 
p e o p le  a re  a w a re  th a t an ove rdose  o f  P a race tam o l can be le th a l; b u t 
fe w  w o u ld  k n o w  e x a c tly  h o w  m a n y  ta b le ts  are lik e ly  to  lead  to  
de a th . S im ila r ly , p e o p le  m a y  k n o w  th a t p u ttin g  an e le c tric  hea te r 
in  th e  b a th  is  dan ge rous, b u t th e y  s h o u ld  n o t be to ld  e x a c tly  h o w  to  
s tr ip  th e  w ire s  fro m  th e  h e a te r’ s fle x . T he  C o m m iss io n  uph e ld  a 
c o m p la in t la s t y e a r w h e n  a new spaper p ro v id e d  excessive  d e ta il 
a lo n g  these lin e s . T he  P C C  has y e t to  m ake a fo rm a l a d ju d ic a tio n  
in  re la tio n  to  a re p o rt o f  h a n g in g . I  am  n o t sure th a t i t  w o u ld  
b re a ch  th e  C o de  o f  P ra c tic e  to  re p o rt th a t som ebody had hanged 
th e m se lve s  fro m , fo r  e xa m p le , ‘ a sh o w e r r a il ’ o r  ‘ th e  la n d in g  
b a n is te r’ . N o r  m a y  i t  be im p ro p e r to  re p o rt th a t an in d iv id u a l used 
‘ a b e lt ’ o r  ‘ a s c a r f and m o b ile  phone ch a rg e r’ .

T h e  abo ve  are  a ll m a tte rs  w h ic h  w e  s h a ll be d iscu ss in g  fu rth e r here a t the
C o m m is s io n  b e fo re  w e  com e to  B rid g e n d  n e x t m o n th .

A s  to  c o m p la in ts  a b o u t s p e c ific  new spaper a rtic le s , i t  is  im p o rta n t to  no te  
th a t th e  C o m m is s io n  g e n e ra lly  does n o t a ccep t c o m p la in ts  fro m  ‘ th ird  
p a rtie s ’ — e s p e c ia lly  in  re la tio n  to  C lause  5 ( In tru s io n  in to  g r ie f  o r shock). 
A s  y o u  w i l l  a p p re c ia te , th e  C o m m is s io n  m u s t be  sure i t  is  a c tin g  in  a w a y  
th a t does n o t a c tu a lly  g o  a g a in s t th e  w ishes o f  g r ie v in g  re la tive s , w h o  
m a y  n o t w a n t fu rth e r p u b lic ity  a b o u t th e ir  lo ss . T h e re fo re , un less any o f  
th e  be reaved  w is h  to  c o m p la in  to  us them se lve s (o r  th o u g h  yo u  as an 
in te rm e d ia ry ) w e  w i l l  n o t ab le  to  pursue  a th ird -p a rty  c o m p la in t u nd e r 
C lause  5.
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T h a t sa id , th e re  a re  c le a rly  som e a rtic le s  th a t w a rra n t fu rth e r in v e s tig a tio n  
u n d e r C lause  1 (A c c u ra c y ) -  fo r  e xa m p le , those c la im in g  th a t W a les has 
th e  h ig h e s t s u ic id e  ra te  in  the  U K  (w h ic h  M a d e le in e  M o o n  has d ra w n  to  
a tte n tio n ). Y o u  h ave  d isp u te d  a re fe re n ce  in  th e  T im e s  to  a ‘p o lic e  
spokesm an ’ s a y in g ; “ T h e y  m a y  th in k  i t ’ s co o l to  have  a m e m o ria l 
w e b s ite . I t  m a y  e ven  be a w a y  o f  a c h ie v in g  p re s tig e  a m o n g  th e ir  peer 
g ro u p ” . I f  th is  d id  n o t com e fro m  a  spokesm an i t  is  c le a rly  im p o rta n t to  
e s ta b lish  its  o r ig in .

L ik e w is e , w e  w o u ld  be  in te re s te d  to  k n o w  w h y  th e  Ind e p e n d e n t on  
S unday s ta ted  m o re  b a ld ly  th a n  anyo ne  e lse  th a t “ p o lic e  c o n firm e d ...th e y  
are lo o k in g  a t w e b s ite s  such as B e b o , M y  space and F a c e b o o k .. . ” .

W e  a lso  p la n  to  w r ite  to  the  W a le s  N e w s  S e rv ice  w ith  a num be r o f  
q u e rie s .

I  am  v e ry  g ra te fu l to  y o u  fo r  ta k in g  th e  tim e  to  p u t th is  f ile  to ge the r. I  
hope  w e  s h a ll be a b le  to  d iscuss in  p e rso n  o n  16 M a y  th e  im p o rta n t issues 
to  w h ic h  i t  g iv e s  ris e .

S ir  C h r is to p h e r  M e y e r
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