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I  have been m eaning to  w rite  since yo u r e lec tion  as leader o f  the L ib e ra l 
D em ocrats -  fo r  w h ic h  m any cong ra tu la tions -  to  see i f  you  w o u ld  be 
in te rested  in  a p riv a te  chat about the PC C , and in  p a rticu la r w ha t it  can do 
to  he lp  the  fa m ilie s  o f  those in  p u b lic  life .

W e fin d  th a t m any p u b lic  figu res  -  w h ile  prepared to  to le ra te  a degree o f  
a d d itio n a l s c ru tin y  about them selves -  are eager to  be reassured about 
h o w  the m ed ia  shou ld  trea t th e ir fa m ilie s . You m ay kn o w  tha t the PCC 
oversees a num ber o f  ru les concern ing  how  B ritis h  newspapers and 
m agazines shou ld  hand le  stories about peop le ’ s p riva te  live s  o r about 
th e ir ch ild re n . A n d  -  in  a d d itio n  to  its  w e ll know n  fu n c tio n  as a 
c o n c ilia to r and a d ju d ica to r o f  fo rm a l com p la in ts  against newspapers, 
m agazines, and th e ir w ebsites -  the PC C  has a m ore in fo rm a l ro le  in  
g iv in g  p riv a te  adv ice  and issu ing  ad v iso ry  notices to  the press on certa in  
issues. T h is  m ay in c lu d e  dea ling  d isc re e tly  w ith  p o te n tia lly  in tm s ive  
new sgathering  m ethods be fo re  anyth ing  is  pub lished.
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I f  you  (o r y o u r w ife )  w o u ld  lik e  to  ta lk  about any o f  th is  fu rth e r then 
please do le t m e k n o w . M y  e -m a il address is  tim .to u lm in @ p cc .o rg .u k  o r 
I  can be reached on 020 74381242.

W ith  k in d  regards.
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