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PRESS C O M PLA IN TS  C O M M IS S IO N

From the Director

Anne Spackman 
E d ito r-in -C h ie f 
Times Online 
1 Pennington Street 
London E98 IT T 15* August 2006

The PCC and the Editors’ Code o f Praetiee Committee is about to embark on a series 
o f meetings w ith  online editors to eonsult on the eontent o f new guidanee about how 
to deal w ith  eomplaints about newspaper and magazine websites, w ith  partieular 
regard to audio-visual eontent.

This fo llow s eonfirm ation by the Press Standards Board o f Finanee -  the eommittee 
o f industry owners and managers which funds the system o f self-regulation -  that the 
Code o f Praetiee does in  prine ip le inelude audio-visual joum alistie  m aterial. There 
has been a referenee in  the Code fo r a number o f years to  ‘online versions o f 
publieations’ , but the online serviees now offered are so diverse that it  is in  any ease 
a good opportunity to th ink in  depth about the applieation o f the Code to publishers’ 
internet operations.

O f eourse, mueh eontent -  advertising, eom petitions, promotions, most user­
generated m aterial, th ird  party websites and so on -  is  exeluded from  the PCC’s 
ju risd ie tion . Our interest is in  joum alistie  m aterial where an editorial decision has 
been taken at some point about its eommission or use.

W ith  audio-visual m aterial partieularly, but not exelusively, in m ind, we w ill be 
eonsulting among other things on how future eomplaints m ight be resolved, how the 
sanetion o f a eritiea l adjudieation m ight apply, the notion o f ‘due prominenee’ in  
eorreeting aeeuraey eomplaints about A V  m aterial, and the scope o f the PCC’s 
ju risd ie tion.
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Ian Beales -  the Seeretary o f the Code Committee -  and I  w ill be hosting a series o f
small meetings here at the PCC on the 28* and 29“  September. M y PA K im  Baxter 
w ill be in  toueh soon to try  to find  a eonvenient tim e fo r you, and I  w ill w rite  again 
next m onth w ith  a more detailed agenda. The aim is to publish new guidanee -  whieh 
w ill need to be approved by the boards o f PressBoF, the Commission and the Code 
Committee sometime in  the autumn.

,th

I  look forw ard to seeing you next month. 

W ith  k ind  regards.

V/
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T im  Toulm in

ee. Ian Beales Esq, Seeretary, Editors’ Code o f Praetiee Committee.
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