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Qĥirmart 
Sir Christopher Meyer

Members of the Commission 
' Mdttt Alderson

Roger Alton 
Professor The Lord Chan 

Edmund Curran 
Paul Dacre 
iane Ennis 

Mary Francis 
Dr. Arthur Hearnden 

Vivien Hepworth 
Peter Hill 

Paul Horrocks 
Charles McGhee 

Adam Phillips 
Eve Salomon 

Dianne Tftompson 
The Right Rev. John Walne kcvo

. Director 
• Tim Toulmln

th
Thank you fo r your le tte r o f 7 March.

How  good o f you to concede m y rig h t to express views on your Right o f  Reply and 
Press Standards B ill.

I  should have thought that the answer to your question about w hy I  wrote to the 
Shropshire Star was rather obvious. You produced a press release about your b ill 
w hich I  am afraid was h igh ly m isleading about the PCC’s record. In  it, you also 
appeared to re ly  on a piece o f research from  Mediawise w hich, i f  you have read it, 
you w ill know  caimot have come close to provid ing anything like  a representative 
v iew  o f the PCC. It is a feeble piece o f w ork by any standard.

Yet you d id not approach us fo r the true position about our record on handling 
accuracy complaints and obtaining rights o f rep ly where necessary -  or even to ask 
fo r our po in t o f view . The result was the m isleading press release, upon which the 
Shropshire Star published a story.

I  w rote to the newspaper to give it  some facts on the subject -  as w e ll to share m y 
view  that your propose is a to ta l waste o f parliam entary tim e. Perhaps you could le t 
me know to what you are objecting as I  am afraid I  have no idea what it  can be.

W ith  kind regards.
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