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Inevitably, I ’m afraid, another note about some o f the most obvious inaccuracies from 
members o f the Committee in  the evidence session yesterday.

1. “Proactivity”

M r Bryant alleged -  astonishingly -  that S ir Christopher’s reference to the PCC’s actions 
in  places like  Dunblane, Soham, Omagh, Paddington and others was “ the firs t the 
Committee had heard”  o f such proactivity.

Point one, as S ir Christopher Meyer made clear a ll this inform ation is in  our Submission 
which 1 assume M r Bryant has read. I f  not he should turn to pages 38-40.

Point two, both Les H inton and 1 d id in  fact mention such examples during our evidence 
session at which M r Bryant was present. 1 quote from  your record:

Guy Black:
Disasters, whether at a local or national level, do attract large amounts o f media 
attention. A t the time o f  the Paddington ra il disaster, fo r  instance, we had special leaflets 
prin ted which Westminster Council and Reading Council and so fo rth  could give out 
explain ing how people could deal w ith the press, the numbers they could  r in g  to get a 
certain amount o f  expert advice about it, and as this war goes on we w ill be making sure 
that a ll those who might be pu t in a terrible situation o f having lost somebody do know 
that there is somebody to turn to, and that is the sort o f proactivity which I  place great 
store by.

Les Hinton:
When there have in the past been major disasters - the Dunblane shooting is one - 
through the auspices and good offices o f  the Press Complaints Commission the press has
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-willingly and instantly -withdrawn from  those areas to avoid the intrusion that you are so 
concerned about. I t  is interesting too to say that -we are able, because o f  the manner in 
which the Code is communicated to editors and the way in  which relations between the 
PCC and editors exists, to achieve that in a way that broadcasters have so fa r  been 
unable to do.

Secondly on this issue, M r Bryant falsely claimed that the only example o f proactivity 
raised by the PCC in  its evidence session related to Prince W illiam . Prince W illiam  was 
not mentioned during our evidence session, as a search o f the minutes w ill prove.

1 suppose it  is a forlorn  hope to th ink that M r Bryant m ight like  to correct these points on 
the record.

2. Appointments procedures

By far the most damaging inaccuracy at the meeting was the false allegation by M r 
Kaufman that V iv ien Hepworth had said that she was only on the Commission because 1 
had asked her to. This is to ta lly false. Again 1 quote from the Committee’s own transcript 
o f the session which makes the point crystal clear:

Vivien Hepworth
I  was asked by M r Guy Black, whom I  have known fo r  many years, whether I  had an 
interest in the PCC, and I  said yes, I  did. A long time later, six or nine months later - I  
cannot remember how long - 1 was asked to submit a CV, and it  was made perfectly clear 
to me that my CV was one o f  a number. I  was called to an interview with the then 
Chairman o f  the PCC, Lo rd  Wakeham, and I  was interviewed by him. I t  was repeated to 
me at that po in t that I  was a candidate. There is an independent appointments group, 
quite separate, with a lay majority, and they take a view. Subsequently, I  was invited to 
jo in  it. That is how it happened. Can I  make one extra point? I  should say, I  was told  
that one o f  the reasons they were interested in me was because they have a particular 
interest in areas like the NHS.

There can be no suggestion, therefore, that Ms Hepworth is only a member o f the PCC 
“ because 1 asked her.”  I am the Secretary o f the Appointments Commission and 
responsible fo r -  among other things -  finding out whether people are interested in  
membership before the independent Appointments Commission considers matters. It is 
that Commission which decides, not me or anyone else. This is a straightforward, simple 
and transparent process -  and M r Kaufrnan was quite wrong mischievously to allege 
otherwise.

F inally, on one m inor point M r W yatt claimed, i f  1 recall rightly, that the M ail on Sunday 
has more complaints than any other newspaper. This is incorrect. 1 am sure the M ail on 
Sunday w ill take this point up separately.
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I hope this is helpful. Perhaps you could -  as always -  ensure that it  is placed on the 
record.

25

MODI 00042378


