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PRESS COMPLAINTS COMMISSION

F rom  the Chairm an

M u r d o c h  M a c L e n n a n  E sq  
T h e  N e w s p a p e r  P u b lish e r s  A s s o c ia t io n  L td  
3 4  S o u th w a r k  B r id g e  R o a d  
L o n d o n  S E l  9 E U 14“  S e p te m b e r  2 0 0 6

I h a v e  ju s t  s e e n  y o u r  le tter  o f  1 1 *  A u g u s t  o n  m y  return  fro m  h o lid a y .

T h is  s e e m s  to  m e  o n e  o f  th o se  s itu a tio n s  in  w h ic h  y o u  h a v e  to  p lo t  a  d if f ic u lt  co u r se  
b e tw e e n  a la r m ism  an d  c o m p la c e n c y . T a k e n  to g e th e r , th e  l is t  o f  a c tu a l a n d  p o te n tia l  
th rea ts  to  p r e ss  fr e e d o m , w h ic h  y o u  l is t  in  y o u r  le tter , lo o k  p retty  d is tu r b in g . F ro m  m y  
o w n  e x p e r ie n c e , in  g o v e r n m e n t, I a m  in c lin e d  to  s e e  th is  a c c u m u la tio n  o f  threats as  
m o r e  a c c id e n ta l th an  d e lib e r a te , th o u g h , a s  P ra v d a  u s e d  to  sa y , “l i f e  i t s e l f ’ ca n  a lw a y s  
tr a n sfo r m  th e  fo rm er  in to  th e  latter.

E ith e r  w a y , e tern a l v ig i la n c e  h a s  to  b e  th e  m o tto . F o r  our o w n  p art a t th e  P C C , w e  
r e m a in  in  ro b u st c o m m u n ic a t io n  w ith  th e  I n fo r m a tio n  C o m m iss io n e r  o n  th e  D a te  
P r o te c t io n  A c t;  h a v e  w r itten  to  H arriet H a rm a n  a b o u t th e  d an gers to  p r e s s  fr e e d o m  in  
th e  d raft C o ro n ers  B ill;  a n d  c o n t in u e  to  a r g u e  th e  c a s e  in  Ireland fo r  n o n -s ta tu te  b a se d  
p r e ss  r e g u la t io n . I a m  g o in g  to  g iv e  a  s p e e c h  in  B r u s s e ls  later th is  a u tu m n , w h ic h  w il l  
a rg u e  th e  c a s e  fo r  ou r  m o d e l o f  s e lf -r e g u la t io n  a n d  e x p la in , y e t  a g a in , h o w  it w o rk s.

Y o u  are q u ite  r ig h t to  in c lu d e  th e  E U  in  th e  in v e n to r y  o f  p o ten tia l th rea ts . T h at is  w h y  
I h a v e  p r e s s e d  hard  fo r  a g r e e m e n t  fr o m  y o u r  in d u str y  th a t the P C C , s u b je c t  to  su ita b le  
d e f in it io n s , s h o u ld  b e  c o m p e te n t  to  ta k e  c o m p la in ts  a b o u t  e d ito r ia lly -c o n tr o lle d  a u d io ­
v is u a l c o n te n t  o n  n e w sp a p e r  w e b -s it e s .  It w i l l  b e  c r u c ia l for m e  to  b e  a b le  to  s a y  w h e n  
I a m  in  B r u s s e ls  that th is  is  a g r e e d  at le a s t  in  p r in c ip le . T h e  E u r o p e a n  C o m m is s io n  
h a s  n e v e r  s e e n  a  v a c u u m , w h ic h  it d o e s  n o t  w a n t to  f i l l .
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D e re k  T u cke r

T h e  R ig h t Rev.
J o h n  W a in e  KC VO  

R ear A d m ira l 
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D IR E C T O R

T im  T o u lm in

I a m  c o p y in g  th is  le tter  to  T im  B o w d le r .

Sir Christopher Meyer
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