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Compliance w ith  the PCC Code in  journa lists’ contracts

I  am w riting to find out the current position o f Independent News and Media w ith 
regard to including compliance w ith the PCC’s Code o f Practice in  its journalists’ 
contracts o f employment.

This was an in itia tive to which the industry agreed in  the 1990s as a way o f improving 
both respect fo r the Code w ith in the industry and the public’s cpnfidence in the 
strength o f self-regulation. In our view, it has succeeded in  both aims. A t the time o f 
the last Select Committee inquiry into media intrusion in  2003, the evidence 
suggested that most national newspapers incorporated such a provision in  their 
standard contracts w ith  journalists and editors. Last year, I  gave a speech saying that 
I  would now like to see a ll newspapers move towards such contractual compliance.

I  shall be giving another speech in  the Spring -  probably in May -  and I  would like to 
bring the audience up to date on where we have got to. I t  would be very helpful i f  
you could let me know what the current position now is at Independent News and 
Media.

I  look forward to hearing from you.

W ith kind regards.

/  S ir Christophreir  M eyer
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