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I  am  w ritin g  to  thank you  fo r the assistance w h ich  the C om m ission has 
p rov ided  in  re la tio n  to  m y concerns about the repo rting  o f  the p u b lica tio n  o f  
the firs t d ra ft gu ide lines by the Sentencing G uide lines C ouncil.

I  am  p a rtic u la rly  g ra te fu l fo r the he lp  o f  you r secretary, M r. T o u lm in . H e 
responded adm irab ly  to  Ig o r Judge’ s request fo r h is  assistance.

W h ile  I  recognised tha t there was no prospect o f ob ta in ing  a perfect so lu tion , 
thanks to  the help tha t the  C om m ission p rovided, we d id  achieve an outcom e 
w h ich  is as good as cou ld  be hoped fo r.

M y  concern was w ith  the  damage tha t repo rting  o f  th is  nature can cause to  the 
p u b lic ’ s confidence in  the Justice system. l  am there fo re  re lieved  tha t in  the 
case o f  each newspaper w h ich  was g u ilty  o f  m isrepprting , I  have had at least a 
q u a lifie d  adm ission tha t the repo rting  was inaccurate and an assurance tha t the 
m isrepo rting  w ill n o t be repeated.

I  be lieve  it  was im po rtan t to  m ake clear that the Jud ic ia ry  and m yse lf, in  
pa rticu la r, w o u ld  n o t ignore  inaccurate repo rting  o f  th is  nature.

W ith  m y thanks.

S ir C hristopher M eyer 
C hairm an
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