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PRESS COMPLAINTS C O M M IS S IO N

From the Chairman

Rt Hon Lord Prescott 
House o f Lords 
London 
S W IA  OPW 2 " ''June 2011

Thank you fo r  your le tte r o f  24 th  May.

Several people have come to  me fo llo w in g  our appearance on Newsnight, o ffe ring  the  un ifo rm  
v iew  th a t I was speaking in the  face o f considerable -  and needless -  hos tility  fro m  you. I have 
to  say, regre ttab ly, th is  is an op in ion  I share.

It is a m a tte r o f  public record th a t you have used the  PCC in the  past successfully. In your own 
autob iography, you re fe r to  th e  w o rk  o f the  Commission in 2000 in p ro tecting  your w ife 's  
privacy. You say the  fo llow ing ;

"He [P eter M andelson] gave me some good advice, w hich was to  go to  the  Press Complaints 
Commission. They managed to  p u t a stop to  fu rth e r investigations as invasions 'o f privacy".

You also obta ined m ore recently  -  p rom ptly , and fo r  no cost -  an apology in the  Sun, published 
w ith  a photograph, co rrecting  an artic le  abou t expenses. This seems to  me to  show the  
com pla ints system w orking .
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As you know, we are constantly  s triv ing  to  im prove the  PCC and th e  pub lic service i t  o ffers. You 
w ill have seen our last Annual Report (another copy o f w h ich  I enclose), which contains the  
independen t te s tim o ny  o f those people w hom  we are a lready helping.

O f course, the  Commission seeks o u t -  and benefits from  -  constructive  critic ism  and support 
from  in terested  parties. If you  w ish to  engage w ith  me constructive ly , I am always happy to  
listen. I am concerned, though , th a t sideline shouting and snip ing (o f the  so rt ev ident on 
Newsnight) runs th e  risk m erely o f underm in ing  perceptions o f the  real w o rk  o f  the  PCC. That is 
no t going to  bene fit people w ho  need us.

W ith  kind regards.

Baroness tsuscombe
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