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D ear Baroness Buscom be,

On M onday 29*^ N ovem ber 2010 the  M edia S tandards T ru s t w rote an open le tte r to  the  Press Board o f 
F inance asking about the  deta ils o f a libel se ttlem ent betw een yourse lf (as Chair), the  Com m ission, and 
the so lic ito r M ark Lewis.

Ve have no t yet rece ived a response. But it w as reported in the  press that;

‘The Press Complaints Commission, which oversees the newspaper industry's editonal code, 
yesterday found itself in the embarrassing position of formally apologising and paying damages 
for misleading remarks made by its chair, Lady Buscombe’ (The G uard ian , 26-11 -10)

Y o u r com m ents to  R adio 4 's  The M edia Show  th is  w e ek  appea r to contrad ict th is, and other, reports.

In response to  S teve H ew le tt’s questions  about the  case you ind ica ted tha t you and the PCC had not 
paid dam ages, had no t apo log ised, and had not conceded tha t you w ere  w rong in your com m ents about 
M ark Lew is a t the  S oc ie ty  o f Ed itors 2009 (see transcrip t enclosed).

The ou tcom e o f th is  im portan t case is now, there fo re , very unclear.

To c la rify  th ings w e w o u ld  be gra te fu l if you could answ er th ree  questions:
1. D id you and /o r the  PCC agree to  pay dam ages to  M ark Lew is to  settle  his libel su it aga ins t each 

o f you?
2. If so, how  m uch w ere  the dam ages?
3. D id you concede th a t the com m ents you m ade about Lewis a t the  S ocie ty if Editors conference 

2009  w ere  m is lead ing?

A s before, in the in terests o f transparency we w ill be m aking th is  le tte r pub lic a fte r sending it.

Y ou rs  sincere ly.
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