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P R E S S  COMPLAINTS C O M M I S S I O N

F ro m  the  C h a irm a n

D r  B r ia n  Id d o n  M P  
H o u se  o f  C o m m o n s  
L o n d o n  
S W IA  O A A 1 8 * M a rc h  2009

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r le tte r  o f  1 3 *  M a rc h  a b o u t th e  re p o rtin g  o f  su ic id e .

I  can w e ll u n d e rs ta n d  y o u r conce rns. T h e  C o m m is s io n  has been a c tive  
fo r  som e tim e  in  ra is in g  standards in  th is  p a r tic u la r ly  s e n s itive  area o f  
jo u rn a lis m . M o s t re c e n tly , w e  in v e s tig a te d  -  o n  o u r o w n  in it ia tiv e , 
w ith o u t a fo rm a l c o m p la in t -  th e  re p o rtin g  o f  a p a rtic u la r su ic id e  in  
e le ve n  new spap e rs , in  w h ic h  th e  in d iv id u a l co n ce rn e d  to o k  h is  o w n  life  
w ith  a ch a in sa w . W e  issu ed  c r it ic a l a d ju d ic a tio n s  aga ins t a n u m b e r o f  
t it le s  as a re s u lt (c o p ie s  e n c lo se d ).

T h is , I  b e lie v e , sen t a s tro n g  w a rn in g  to  th e  in d u s try  a b o u t th e  need fo r  
ca re  in  th is  area. W e  h a ve  a lso  been w o rk in g  w ith  g roups such as the  
S a m aritan s  and  P a p y ru s , and re g u la r ly  d iscu ss  p o ss ib le  co m p la in ts  w ith  
th e m , w h ic h  w i l l  h e lp  im p ro v e  standards fu rth e r.

B u t, I  have  to  say th a t I  do  n o t agree th a t th e  iie w  p a rt o f  th e  C ode is  
b e in g  w id e ly  d is re g a rd e d . T o  th e  c o n tra ry , I  am  aw are o f  severa l 
s to rie s  in  new spap e rs  th a t ha ve  been am ended to  rem o ve  excessive  
d e ta il p r io r  to  p u b lic a tio n . R e c e n tly , th e  Code C o m m itte e  issued 
fu rth e r  g u id a n ce  on  th e  s u b je c t, w h ic h  has been w id e ly  d issem ina ted  
and  re p o rte d  on . I  e n c lose  a c o p y  o f  th e  C o d e b o o k  in  w h ic h  th is  n e w  
g u id a n ce  in it ia l ly  appeared.
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I  assum e th a t w e  s h o u ld  ta k e  y o u r le tte r  as a fo rm a l c o m p la in t aga ins t 
T h e  S unday T im e s  and  T h e  S u nday T e le g ra p h  fo r  th e ir  re p o rtin g  o f  the  
b o o k le t. W e w il l ,  on  th a t b a s is , p ro ce e d  to  an in v e s tig a tio n .

W ith  k in d  regards.

S ir  C h r is to p h e r  M e y e r
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