
For Distribution to CPs

P R E S S  COMPLAINTS C O M M I S S I O N

4m ­. ^  
r r o m  the  C h a irm a n
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9 *  S ep tem be r 2008

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r le tte r o f  2 6 *  A u g u s t, w h ic h  I  have  ju s t seen on  re tu rn  
fro m  leave .

I  am  s o rry  o u r ru lin g  m ade  y o u  a n g ry . B u t i t  w as based fa ir ly  and 
sq u a re ly  o n  th e  C ode.

T h e  c e n tra l a rg u m e n t — w h ic h  I  th in k  is  a  m a tte r o f  co m m o n  sense — is 
th a t the re  m u st be  a d is tin c tio n  be tw e en  th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  a s t ill im age 
ta ke n  in  p u b lic  and  o f  fo o ta g e  ta k e n  u s in g  a h id d e n  cam era . T h a t is  w h y  
the  C ode re q u ire s  a h ig h e r le v e l o f  ju s tif ic a tio n  fo r  th e  use o f  secret 
f ilm in g  th a n  i t  does fo r  s im p le  p h o to g ra p h y .

O n  th is  o cca s io n , th e  C o m m is s io n  d id  n o t d ispu te  th a t th e re  w as a p u b lic  
in te re s t in  th e  s to ry  and s p e c ific a lly  supp o rted  y o u r r ig h t to  h ig h lig h t and 
co m m e n t u p o n  th e  a c tiv itie s  o f  the  m a n  in  q u e s tio n . B u t the  p u b lic  
in te re s t c o u ld  have  been fu lly  se rved  w ith o u t th e  u n d e rc o v e r foo tage , fo r  
w h ic h , in  th e  u n a n im o u s  v ie w  o f  th e  C o m m iss io n , th e re  w as no  such 
ju s tif ic a tio n .

W ith  k in d  regards.

S ir  C h r is to p h e r  M e y e r
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