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P R E S S  COMPLAINTS C O M M I S S I O N

From the Chairman

Brendan Barber Esq 
General Secretary 
TUC
Congress House 
Great Russell Street 
London W C 1B 3LS

5 * August 2008

Thank you fo r your le tte r o f 3 July.

I  can w e ll understand the concerns you have raised on beha lf o f your members. But I 
do believe that the Code o f Practice, as it  is currently constituted, would enable the 
PCC to consider fu lly  any com plaints in  th is area that are brought to our attention.

Clause 1 (Accuracy) requires editors to take care not to publish inaccurate or 
m isleading in form ation. This is even more im portant -  and would be treated as such 
by the Comm ission -  when the story relates to vulnerable members o f society. Any 
incorrect claim s in  a newspaper or magazine about a person’ s welfare status would be 
taken very seriously. I f  you are aware o f any examples, you should encourage the 
individuals concerned to get in  touch.
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I  should also say that Clause 12 (D iscrim ination) specifica lly prohibits prejudicial, 
pejorative or irre levant reference to an in d iv id u a l’s physical or mental illness or 
d isab ility. In  m y experience, it  is extremely rare fo r publications to breach this 
clause, but clearly the Commission would judge any such reference to be 
unacceptable.

W ith  kind regards.
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