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D ear S ir C h ris top he r,

Press reporting of disability

A t the T U C  D is a b ility  Conference th is  year, o u r members asked the TU C  to  w rite  to  you 
abou t th e ir concerns a t the w ay in  w h ich  d is a b ility  issues are sometimes treated in  the press.

These concerns re la te  to  the o ften  pa tron is ing  im age o f disabled people prom oted in  the 
m edia -  the extrem es o f pa thetic v ic tim  o r e x tra o rd in a ry  hero/ine -  th a t serve to  perpetuate 
p o p u la r m isconceptions abou t d is a b ility  and h inde r the process o f inc lus ion  in  society th a t is 
called fo r  bo th  by U K  la w  and p o licy  and in te rn a tio n a l agreement (the U N  D isa b ility  
C onvention th a t is to  be ra tifie d  by the U K  G overnm ent last th is  year). Since the debate at 
o u r conference, evidence has emerged th a t some repo rting  o f the debate on w e lfare benefit 
re fo rm  has encouraged a clim ate o f fear am ong disabled people receiving incapacity benefit, 
w ith  a recorded increase in  physica l attacks on disabled cla im ants fa lsely considered to  be 
“ scroungers” . In  some regions o f the coun try , these are now  being investigated as examples 
o f hate crim e, fo llo w in g  incend iary fro n t page headlines in  loca l newspapers. The v ita l need 
fo r responsible re p o rtin g  cou ld  n o t be m ore c lea rly  dem onstrated.

I  am aware th a t the N a tio n a l U n ion  o f Journa lists is encouraging its  members to  adopt the 
correct approach to  re p o rtin g  on disabled people and on d is a b ility  issues, and I  w o u ld  lik e  to  
add the voice o f the T U C  to  encourage yo u r e ffo rts  to  persuade m edia p rop rie to rs  to  adopt a 
s im ila rly  responsib le approach.

Y ours sincerely

B rendan B arber 
G eneral Secretary

Congress House, G reat Russell Street, London W CIB 3LS 
telephone; 020 7636 4030  fax; 020 7636 0632
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