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A r .  h

I  thought you m igh t lik e  to  see a copy o f a statement I  have made today, 
w h ich  I  have sent to  the loca l and reg iona l press around B ridgend as 
w e ll as to na tiona l newspapers. I  am p a rticu la rly  eager to  ensure that 
anyone affected by one o f  these tragedies is aware o f w hat w e can do to 
help m in im ise  the im pact o f  jo u rn a lis ts ’ inq u iries  at such a d iffic u lt 
tim e.

I  am also ve ry  concerned about the suggestion tha t the m edia are 
somehow g lam oris ing  suicide. I  understand that you are com p iling  a 
dossier to  fo rw a rd  to  us, and I  lo o k  fo rw ard  to  rece iv ing it. In  addition, 
members o f m y s ta ff w o u ld  be ve ry  w illin g  to  come to  B ridgend  to see 
you, members o f  the p u b lic  and anyone w ho has a professional interest 
in  these m atters to answer any questions.

F in a lly , I  should ju s t re m ind  you that our re sp o n s ib ility  is fo r 
newspapers and m agazines in  p rin t o r on lin e , but no t fo r te lev is ion  and 
rad io , w h ich  fa ll to O fcom  and, where re levant, the B B C .

W ith  k in d  regards.

^^S^Chj^stqpher Meyer
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E m b a rg o : im m e d ia te 20.02.08

M E Y E R  S T A T E M E N T  O N  M E D IA  A N D  S O U T H  W A L E S
S U IC ID E S

S ir C hristopher M eyer, C hairm an o f the Press C om plaints C om m ission, 
has ou tlined  how  the PCC can he lp those affected b y  the press coverage 
o f  the recent suicides in  South W ales. He said:

“ I  p a rticu la rly  w ant to  m ake sure that the re latives and friends o f the 
young people w ho have d ied are aware that they are n o t ob liged to 
speak to the press and that, i f  they do not want to , the PCC can help 
prevent unwanted inq u iries . W e also have a ro le  in  d ispersing any 
‘m edia scrum s’ tha t m ay arise outside people’ s homes.

“ W h ile  the press is  e n title d  to report news o f unusual o r prem ature 
deaths, such as suicides, there are ru les in  the in d u s try ’ s Code o f 
Practice -  under w h ich  we take com plaints -  stating tha t excessive 
de ta il should no t be used w hen reporting  the m ethod o f suicide, and that 
p u b lica tio n  m ust be handled sensitive ly at times o f  g r ie f and shock. W e 
are ourselves m o n ito rin g  the situa tion  -  bu t we w o u ld  urge anyone w ith  
examples o f artic les w h ich  in  th e ir v ie w  are either insensitive  o r w h ich  
p rovide  such excessive de ta il to contact us im m ediate ly.

“ W e are in  touch w ith  the South W ales Police and have asked them  to 
pass our details on to  any o f  the re la tives who m igh t need ou r he lp ” .

The PC C ’s operates a 24 hour he lp line  service fo r those w ho need 
assistance in  dealing w ith  m edia attention. The num ber is  07659 
152656. D uring  o ffice  hours, the num ber to use is 020 78310022.

EN D S

Notes:

1. Clause 5 o f the Code o f Practice says:
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ii)

In  cases in vo lv ing  personal g rie f or shock, enquiries and approaches 
must be made w ith  sympathy and discretion and publication handled 
sensitively. This should not restrict the righ t to report legal proceedings, 
such as inquests.

W hen reporting suicide, care should be taken to avoid excessive detail 
about the method used.”

2. The PCC has published guidance about what to do i f  you are being 
harassed by a journa lis t. I t  is available here 
http://w w w .pcc.org.uk/new s/index.htm l?article=M zg2M w .

3. The PCC is responsible fo r newspapers and magazines, in  p rin t and 
online. R esponsib ility fo r broadcast jo im ia lism  lies w ith  O fcom  or the 
BBC.

4. For more in form ation, contact Stephen A be ll on 020 78310022 or 07980 
264359.
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