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P C C  p u b l i s h e s  r e s p o n s e  to  C M S  S e le c t  C o m m it t e e  r e p o r t

L etter  fro m  the P C C  D ire c to r  to  the C hairm an  o f  the Culture, M ed ia  a n d  S p o r t S elect 

C om m ittee

I h a v e  b e e n  a s k e d  b y  th e  b o a rd  o f  th e  P r e s s  C o m p la in ts  C o m m is s io n  to  w r ite  to  y o u  in  

r e s p o n s e  to  th e  S e le c t  C o m m itte e 's  r e c e n t  rep ort.

T h e  C o m m is s io n  w e lc o m e s  th e  le v e l  o f  c o n s id e r a t io n  w h ic h  th e  S e le c t  C o m m itte e  h a s  

a p p lie d  to  its  p r a c t ic e s . It i s  g la d  to  s e e  its  lu n d a m e n ta l r e c o g n it io n  th a t " s e lf -r e g u la t io n  o f  th e  

p r e s s  i s  g r e a t ly  p r e fe r a b le  to  s ta tu to r y  r e g u la t io n , a n d  s h o u ld  co n tin u e " . It i s  g r a te fu l th at th e  

rep o r t h a s  a ls o  p u b l ic ly  c o m m e n d e d  th e  s t a f f  o f  th e  P C C , a n d  a c k n o w le d g e d  th a t th e  P C C  

" d o es a  g r e a t d e a l o f  v a lu a b le  w o r k  b o th  in  p r e v e n t in g  b r e a c h e s  o f  th e  C o d e  an d  in  

a d d r e s s in g  c o m p la in ts" . T h e  S e le c t  C o m m it te e  h a s  a c c e p te d  th a t " m an y  p e o p le  h a v e  

b e n e f ite d  fr o m  a  fr e e  a n d  d isc r e e t  s e r v ic e  in  e x a c t ly  th e  w a y  th e  P C C 's  fo u n d e r s  e n v isa g e d " .  

T h is  c a n  p r o v id e  r e a l e n c o u r a g e m e n t  to  th o s e  w h o  w o r k  a t th e  P C C .

It is  a ls o  n o ta b le  th a t th e  S e le c t  C o m m it te e  h a s  a g a in  r u le d  o u t  th e  in tr o d u c t io n  o f  a  p r iv a c y  

la w , w h ic h  is  s o m e th in g  th a t th e  C o m m is s io n  w is h e s  s tr o n g ly  to  e n d o r s e . A s  th e  C o m m is s io n  

h a s  m a d e  p u b l ic ly  c le a r , i t  cu rren tly  h a n d le s  h u n d r e d s  o f  p r iv a c y  c o m p la in t s  e v e r y  y ea r , an d  

r e p r e se n ts  th e  p r e fe r r ed  r o u te  o f  m a n y  p e o p le  w h o  w o u ld  o th e r w is e  s e e k  to  g o  to  cou rt.

T h e  C o m m is s io n  it s e l f ,  p r io r  to  th e  re p o r tin g  o f  th e  S e le c t  C o m m it te e , h a s  a c c e p te d  th at it  

s h o u ld  b e  s e e k in g  to  im p r o v e  i t s  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  a n d  i t s  a c c o u n ta b il ity , a n d  to  c la r ify  its  

w o r k in g  in d e p e n d e n c e  f r o m  th e  n e w s p a p e r  a n d  m a g a z in e  in d u str y . T h a t i s  w h y  th e  in c o m in g  

C h a irm a n  in s t itu te d  a  G o v e r n a n c e  R e v ie w  in to  th e  P C C  s y s t e m s , w h ic h  i s  y e t  to  rep ort. T h e  

G o v e r n a n c e  R e v ie w  w i l l  c o n s id e r  a ll  o f  th e  r e le v a n t  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  m a d e  b y  th e  S e le c t  

C o m m itte e , b e fo r e  r e p o r t in g  to  th e  C o m m is s io n  la ter  th is  y ea r .

It sh o u ld , th e r e fo r e , b e  c le a r  th a t th e  C o m m is s io n  w e lc o m e s  c o n s tr u c t iv e  c r it ic is m , a n d  w il l  

c o n s id e r  th e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  m a d e  b y  th e  S e le c t  C o m m it te e  in  th a t l ig h t . T h e  C o m m is s io n  

a c c e p ts  th a t it  m u s t  b e  b e tte r  a t e x a m in in g  i t s e l f  an d  h o w  it  w o r k s  a n d  th e  G o v e r n a n c e  

R e v ie w  w i l l  h e lp  to  a c h ie v e  th a t. It i s  im p o r ta n t, h o w e v e r , th a t th e  P C C  d o e s  n o t  p r e ju d ic e  

th e  o u tc o m e  o f  th e  G o v e r n a n c e  R e v ie w  a n d  s o  th e  C o m m is s io n  i s  n o t  y e t  in  a  p o s it io n  to  

r e sp o n d  to  a ll  o f  th e  S e le c t  C o m m itte e 's  v i e w s  an d  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s . G o v e r n a n c e  R e v ie w  

m e m b e r s , a s  y o u  k n o w , a r e  c u r r e n tly  a r r a n g in g  to  sp e a k  w it h  r e p r e se n ta t iv e s  o f  th e  S e le c t  

C o m m itte e .

I s h o u ld  a ls o  m a k e  c le a r  th a t p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e s  to  th e  C o d e  are  a  m a tter  n o t  fo r  th e  

C o m m is s io n  b u t fo r  th e  E d ito r s ' C o d e  o f  P r a c t ic e  C o m m it te e , w h ic h  i s  a  se p a r a te  b o d y . 

A d d it io n a lly , s o m e  o f  t h e  S e le c t  C o m m itte e 's  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  r e la te  to  th e  r e m it an d  

sa n c t io n s  o f  t h e  P C C , w h ic h  are m a tters  fo r  th e  in d u str y  to  c o n s id e r . T h e  P C C  p e r fo r m s its  

r e s p o n s ib il it ie s  in d e p e n d e n t ly , b u t th e  fr a m e w o r k  in  w h ic h  it  o p e r a te s  -  a s  w ith  a ll  s e l f ­

r e g u la to r y  m e c h a n is m s  -  m u s t  b e  a g r e e d  b y  th e  in d u str y  i t s e l f .  W e  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  in d u stry  

w il l  r e sp o n d  se p a r a te ly  to  th e  S e le c t  C o m m itte e 's  report.
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In  th is  r e s p o n s e  I w i l l ,  th e r e fo r e , s e e k  to  p r o v id e  th e  C o m m is s io n 's  th o u g h ts  o n  th e  

o u ts ta n d in g  i s s u e s  o n  w h ic h  it  c a n  c o m m e n t . T h e  C o m m is s io n  d o e s  n o t  a c c e p t  a ll  o f  th e  

c o n c lu s io n s  d r a w n  b y  th e  r e p o r t a n d  i s  c o n c e r n e d  th a t s o m e  o f  th e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  s e e m  to  

b e  b a s e d  o n  th e  r e m a r k s  o f  p a r tisa n  w it n e s s e s  m e r e ly  ta k e n  at fa c e  v a lu e . T h e  S e le c t  

C o m m itte e  h a s  n o t  f u l ly  te s te d , o r  e v e n  c o n s u lte d  o n , a l l  o f  i t s  p r a c t ic a l s u g g e s t io n s . T h is  is  

d isa p p o in tin g .

T h e  C o m m is s io n  b e l i e v e s  th a t th e  S e le c t  C o m m itte e  h a s  fa i le d  to  a c k n o w le d g e  th e  current  

l e v e l  o f  p r o a c t iv e  w o r k  u n d e r ta k e n  b y  th e  P C C , a n d  th e  e x te n t  to  w h ic h  th e  P C C  is  a lrea d y  

c o n c e r n e d  w ith  th e  r a is in g  o f  s ta n d a rd s. L a s t  y e a r , th e  C o m m is s io n  is s u e d  o v e r  1 6 0 0  r u lin g s ,  

an d  n e g o t ia te d  o v e r  6 0 0  s e t t le m e n ts , w h ic h  d e m o n str a te d  a n  e f f e c t iv e  r eco rd  o f  h o ld in g  

e d ito r s  to  a c c o u n t . R e c e n t  P C C  r u lin g s  h a v e  s e t  c le a r  s ta n d a rd s o n , fo r  e x a m p le , th e  rep o rtin g  

o f  s u ic id e , p r e g n a n c y , m a te r ia l ta k e n  fr o m  s o c ia l  n e tw o r k in g  s ite s , tr a n sg e n d e r  is s u e s ,  th e  

p r o m in e n c e  o f  a p o lo g ie s  a n d  m o r e . T h e  C o m m is s io n  a ls o  a c ts  se v e r a l t im e s  a  w e e k  to  h e lp  

p r e v e n t  m e d ia  h a r a s s m e n t , b y  c o m m u n ic a t in g  c o n c e r n s  fr o m  a f fe c te d  p a r tie s  - in c lu d in g  

s o m e  o f  th e  m o s t  v u ln e r a b le  p e o p le  in  th e  c o m m u n ity  - a c r o s s  th e  in d u str y . T h is  i s  a  b e sp o k e  

s e r v ic e , w h ic h  w e  b e l i e v e  c o u ld  n o t  b e  r e p lic a te d  b y  a n y  o th e r  s y s te m .

In  te r m s  o f  p r o a c t iv ity , th e  S e le c t  C o m m it te e  r e c o m m e n d s  th a t th e  P C C  sh o u ld  e n g a g e  in  

" d ed ica ted  a n d  c o m p u ls o r y  tr a in in g  o f  c o r o n e r s  a n d  p o l ic e  fa m ily  l ia is o n  o f f ic e r s  a b o u t w a y s  

in  w h ic h  th e  P C C  c a n  h e lp  a n d ...p r o v id in g  th e m  w ith  stan d ard  le a f le t s  w h ic h  c a n  b e  o f fe r e d  

to  th o s e  w ith  w h o m  t h e y  c o m e  in to  c o n ta c t" . T h e  C o m m is s io n  h a s  a lr e a d y  in fo r m e d  th e  

S e le c t  C o m m it te e  o f  i t s  w o r k  in  th is  area , w h ic h  in c lu d e s  w id e -r a n g in g  c o n ta c t  w ith  (an d  

tr a in in g  o f )  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  s u c h  b o d ie s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o th e r s . It i s  n o t  w ith in  th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  

P C C  to  m a k e  tr a in in g  in  s u c h  s e c to r s  c o m p u ls o r y , b u t it  w e lc o m e s  th e  S e le c t  C o m m itte e 's  

e n c o u r a g e m e n t fo r  e x te r n a l b o d ie s  to  ta k e  u p  th e  C o m m is s io n 's  r e g u la r  o f fe r s  o f  tra in in g  an d  

a ss is ta n c e .

T h e  C o m m is s io n  a ls o  r e g u la r ly  s e e k s  to  c o n ta c t  p o te n t ia l c o m p la in a n ts , to  h e lp  in d iv id u a ls  

sh a p e  th e ir  c o n c e r n s  e f f e c t iv e ly  a n d  to  e n su r e  th a t th o s e  a t th e  c e n tr e  o f  n e w s  s to r ie s  are  

a w a r e  o f  o u r  s e r v ic e s .  In  th e  C o m m is s io n 's  v ie w ,  th e  w o r k  it  d id  in  B r id g e n d  ( e v e n  i f  it  c o u ld  

h a v e  d o n e  m o r e ) , a n d  m o r e  g e n e r a l ly  in  th e  f ie ld  o f  s u ic id e  r e p o r t in g , r e p r e se n ts  a  p o s it iv e  

e x a m p le  o f  i t s  p r o a c t iv e  a p p r o a c h , w h ic h  w a s  u n d e r -v a lu e d  b y  th e  S e le c t  C o m m itte e . T h at  

sa id , th e  C o m m is s io n  w e lc o m e s  th e  s t im u lu s  fr o m  th e  S e le c t  C o m m it te e  fo r  it  to  im p r o v e  in  

th is  area  a n d  b e c o m e  e v e n  m o r e  p r o a c t iv e . It a g r e e s  th a t C o m m is s io n e r s  s h o u ld  p r o m p t th e  

P C C 's  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  s p e c i f i c  c a s e s ,  w h e r e  it  i s  in  th e  p u b lic  in te r e s t . T h is  h a s  b e e n  th e  

p r a c tic e  fo r  s o m e  y e a r s , b u t  w i l l  n o w  b e  fo r m a lis e d  a s  a  m a tte r  o f  p o l i c y  fo r  th e  C o m m is s io n .

O f  c o u r se , th e  te s t  fo r  th e  C o m m is s io n  at a ll t im e s  m u s t  b e  w h e th e r  a n y  p r o p o se d  

im p r o v e m e n t  c a n  b e  p r a c t ic a l ly  a c h ie v e d . F o r  e x a m p le , it  i s  e a s y  to  a s se r t  th at th e  

C o m m is s io n  s h o u ld  i s s u e  " p u b lic  w a r n in g s"  w ith o u t  r e c e iv in g  a  c o m p la in t , or  a n y  c o n ta c t  

firom  a  p o te n t ia l  c o m p la in a n t . In  p r a c t ic e , th e  C o m m is s io n  m u s t  p a y  d u e  reg a rd  to  th o s e  

d ir e c t ly  a f f e c te d  b y  th e  m a tte r  u n d e r  c o m p la in t , a n d  in d e e d  w i l l  n e c e s s a r i ly  r e ly  o n  th e m  fo r  

th e ir  v ie w s  o n  th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e  a r t ic le . T h e  c r e d ib il ity  o f  th e  P r e s s  C o u n c il  (w h ic h  th e  P C C
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w a s  b r o u g h t in  to  r e p la c e )  w a s  fa ta lly  u n d e r m in e d  b y  it s  w i l l in g n e s s  to  c o m m e n t  o n  is su e s  

w ith o u t  in fo r m a tio n  fr o m  th o s e  c o n c e r n e d .

It i s  in  th is  c o n te x t  th a t th e  P C C 's  a c t io n s  in  r e g a r d  to  th e  M c C a n n  c a s e  m u s t  b e  v ie w e d . It 

w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  p o s s ib le ,  co n tra ry  to  th e  S e le c t  C o m m itte e 's  a s se r t io n s , fo r  th e  

C o m m is s io n  to  h a v e  c o m e  to  an  in d e p e n d e n t  v i e w  in  M a y  2 0 0 7  o n  q u e s t io n s  o f  a c c u r a c y  or  

im p r o p r ie ty  in  th e  r e p o r t in g  o f  th e  M c C a im  c a s e . T h e  P C C  w o u ld  c le a r ly  h a v e  n e e d e d  

in fo r m a tio n  fr o m  th o s e  a t  th e  ce n tr e  o f  th e  s to r y  to  d o  s o . A t  th a t p o in t , th e  C o m m is s io n  h ad  

a lr e a d y  s o u g h t  to  e n g a g e  w ith  th e  M c C a n n s  a n d  m a k e  i t s e l f  a v a ila b le  to  o f fe r  a ll  n e c e ssa r y  

a s s is ta n c e . T h e  M c C a n n s  p u b lic ly  th a n k e d  th e  P C C  fo r  it s  w o r k  in  d e a lin g  w ith  h a ra ssm en t  

a n d  p r o te c t in g  th e  p r iv a c y  o f  th e ir  ch ild r e n . T h e y  e le c te d , a s  w a s  th e ir  r ig h t, to  p u r su e  o th er  

m a tters th r o u g h  th e  c o u r ts .

H o w e v e r , th e  C o m m is s io n  i s  c o m m it te d  to  le a r n in g  le s s o n s  fr o m  a  c a s e  th a t le d  to  a  

s ig n if ic a n t  a m o u n t  o f  p u b l ic  c o n c e r n  a b o u t p r e s s  stan d ard s. It d o e s  a c c e p t  th a t i t  c o u ld  h a v e  

d o n e  m o r e  to  d ir e c t  th e  M c C a n n s ' c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  r ep o r tin g , a n d  to  c h a n n e l th e m  in to  m o re  

fo r m a l c o m p la in ts . It w i l l  ta k e  th is  o n  b o a rd  fo r  th e  fu tu re.

T h e  C o m m is s io n  a ls o  w is h e d  to  c o m m e n t  o n  th e  S e le c t  C o m m itte e 's  rem a rk s o n  p h o n e  

m e s s a g e  h a c k in g  a n d  t h e  P C C 's  w o r k  in  th is  area . It b e l ie v e s  th a t y o u r  r e p o r t m isc h a r a c te r ise s  

w h a t  th e  P C C  a c tu a lly  s o u g h t  to  d o , w h ic h  w a s  n o t  to  d u p lic a te  tiie  p o l i c e  in v e s t ig a t io n  b u t to  

s e e k  to  e n su r e  a  c h a n g e  in  p r a c t ic e  a t  th e  N e w s  o f  th e  W o r ld , a s  w e l l  a s  to  c o n fir m  b e s t  

p r a c tic e  w ith in  th e  in d u s tr y  a s  a  w h o le .  T h e  S e le c t  C o m m itte e  a c k n o w le d g e s  th a t stan d ard s  

h a v e  r is e n  in  th is  area , a n d  th e  P C C  h a s  p la y e d  a  p art in  th at.

T h a t sa id , th e  C o m m is s io n  w i l l  c o n s id e r  in te r n a lly  w h e th e r  it  c o u ld  h a v e  c la r if ie d  it s  in ten t  

a n d  r o le  b e tte r , a n d  h a s  ta k e n  d u e  n o te  o f  h o w  its  w o r k  h a s  b e e n  r e c e iv e d  in  s o m e  quarters.

F in a lly  o n  th is  su b je c t . B a r o n e s s  B u s c o m b e 's  s p e e c h  to  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  E d ito r s  c o u ld  h a v e  

b e e n  in te r p r e te d  to  m e a n  th a t s h e  a n d  th e  P C C  h a d  a c c e p te d  th a t th e  M e tr o p o lita n  P o lic e 's  

s ta te m e n t th a t th e  e v id e n c e  g iv e n  b y  A s s is ta n t  C o m m is s io n e r  Y a te s  w a s  r e lia b le  m e a n t that 

th e  e v id e n c e  g iv e n  to  P a r lia m e n t b y  th e  s o l ic ito r , M a rk  L e w is ,  w a s  u n r e lia b le . It w a s  n e v er  

ou r in te n t io n  to  c r e a te  th a t  im p r e ss io n .. W e  a c c e p t  th a t th e  e v id e n c e  g iv e n  b y  M a r k  L e w is  w a s  

g iv e n  h o n e s t ly .  It w a s  n e v e r  s u p p o s e d  to  b e  s u g g e s te d  th a t M a r k  L e w is  h a d  m is le d  

P a r lia m e n t o r  th a t th e r e  h a d  b e e n  a n y  d e te r m in a tio n  th a t h is  e v id e n c e  w a s  n o t  correct. W e  

a p o lo g is e  to  M a r k  L e w is  fo r  a n y  d is tr e s s  th a t h a s  b e e n  c a u se d .

T u r n in g  to  m o r e  g e n e r a l  m a tte r s , th e  C o m m is s io n  b e l ie v e s  th a t i t s  p r o p e r  r o le  i s  to  u p h o ld  

p r e s s  sta n d a rd s, a s  d e f in e d  b y  th e  C o d e  o f  P r a c t ic e , b y  p r o v id in g  th e  p u b lic  w ith  a n  e f fe c t iv e  

m e a n s  o f  r e d r e ss  b y  w h ic h  e d ito r s  c a n  b e  h e ld  to  a c c o u n t. T h e  S e le c t  C o m m itte e  su p p o rts  th is  

c o n c e p t . H o w e v e r ,  th e  C o m m is s io n  c a n n o t  -  a n d  d o e s  n o t  w is h  to  -  s e e k  to  u p h o ld  g en era l 

stan d ard s r e la t in g  to  t a s t e  a n d  o f f e n c e .  T h is  i s  fo r  g o o d  r e a so n . It w o u ld  b e  u n a c c e p ta b le  fo r  

th e  C o m m is s io n  u n d u ly  to  re s tr ic t  fr e e d o m  o f  e x p r e s s io n  o f  th e  p r e s s  b y  im p o s in g  its  

o p in io n s  o n  th e  o v e r a ll  s u ita b il ity  o f  m a te r ia l, u n le s s  th e r e  are g r o u n d s  to  d o  s o  u n d er  th e  

C o d e . T h e  C o d e  d o e s  n o t  in c lu d e  m a tte r s  o f  ta s te  o r  o f f e n c e  an d  th e  C o m m is s io n  w o u ld  n o t  

s u g g e s t  to  th e  C o d e  C o m m it te e  th a t it  sh o u ld .
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C u rren tly , th e  C o m m is s io n  d o e s  n o t  a c c e p t  th a t it  i s  p o s s ib le  -  or  a p p r o p r ia te  -  to  m o n ito r  

w id e ly  fo r  c o m p lia n c e  w ith  th e  C o d e , e s p e c ia l ly  g iv e n  th e  v a s t  a m o u n t o f  in fo r m a tio n  th at is  

n o w  b e in g  p u b lis h e d  o n  a n d  o f f l in e  a c r o s s  th e  n e w s p a p e r  a n d  m a g a z in e  in d u str y . A t  th e  h eart  

o f  th e  C o d e  i s  th e  p r o te c t io n  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l a n d  th e  C o m m is s io n  b e l i e v e s  a  m o d e l  o f  

e f f ic ie n t  a n d  tra n sp a ren t c o m p la in ts  h a n d lin g  to  b e  m o r e  a p p ro p r ia te  to  a  d ig ita l  a g e . T h e  

im p a c t  o f  c o n v e r g e n c e , a n d  o n lin e  r e p o r tin g , i s  s o m e th in g  th e  P C C  w i l l  b e  a c t iv e ly  a s s e s s in g  

in  future.

T h e  s u c c e s s  o f  s e lf - r e g u la t io n  is  n o t  o n ly  b a s e d  o n  th e  fa c t  th a t th e  in d u str y  ta k e s  it  s e r io u s ly  

a n d  r e sp o n d s  to  it s  r e q u ir e m e n ts , b u t a ls o  th a t th e  p u b lic  h a v e  a c c e s s  to  i t  a n d  c o n f id e n c e  in  

it. T h e  C o m m is s io n  a c c e p ts  th e  S e le c t  C o m m itte e 's  v i e w  th a t it  h a s , in  th e  p a s t ,  fa i le d  to  

p r e se n t  it s  c o m p la in ts  in fo r m a tio n  c le a r ly  e n o u g h . It is  a lr e a d y  in  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  im p r o v in g  

h o w  it  c o m m u n ic a te s  in  th is  area . T h e  C o m m is s io n  i s  c o m m it te d  to  r e le a s in g  n e w  a d v e r t is in g  

m a ter ia l, b o th  in  p r in t a n d  o rd in e , s o  th a t a c c e s s ib i l i t y  to  it s  s e r v ic e s  c a n  in c r e a s e . T h is  w i l l  

b u ild  c r e d ib ility , a s  it  i s  n o ta b le  th a t m o s t  o f  th o s e  w h o  a c tu a lly  u s e  th e  P C C  - in  co n tr a st  to  

cer ta in  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  m e r e ly  o b s e r v e  a t a  d is ta n c e  -  v a lu e  th e  s e r v ic e  i t  o f fe r s .

T h e  C o m m is s io n  r e c o g n is e s  th e  im p o r ta n c e  th e  S e le c t  C o m m it te e  h a s  a tta c h e d  to  th e  

p r o m in e n c e  o f  c o r r e c t io n s , a p o lo g ie s  a n d  P C C  a d ju d ic a t io n s . It a g r e e s  w it h  th e  S e le c t  

C o m m itte e  th a t p u b lic a t io n s  s h o u ld  c o n s u lt  w it h  th e  c o m p la in a n t  a n d  P C C  a b o u t  p r o m in e n c e  

p r io r  to  p u b lic a t io n . In  p r a c t ic e , th is  c o m m o n ly  ta k e s  p la c e ,  b u t  th e  C o m m is s io n  w e lc o m e s  

th e  s u g g e s t io n  th a t th e  C o d e  s h o u ld  r e fe r  to  th is .

It i s  w o r th  p o in t in g  o u t  th a t r e c e n t  f ig u r e s  s h o w  th a t o v e r  85 %  o f  P C C -n e g o t ia te d  c o r r e c t io n s  

a n d  a p o lo g ie s  a p p ea r  n o  fu rth er  b a c k  th a n  th e  o r ig in a l tr a n s g r e s s io n , or  in  a  d e s ig n a te d  

c o r r e c tio n s  c o lu m n . T h e  P C C  h a s  s p e c i f ic a l ly  u p h e ld  c o m p la in ts  a g a in s t  n e w s p a p e r s  fo r  

fa il in g  to  p u b lis h  c o r r e c t io n s  w it h  d u e  p r o m in e n c e . T h is  g o e s  fu rth er  th a n  th e  S e le c t  

C o m m itte e 's  r e c o m m e n d a t io n  th a t " n o n -c o m p lia n c e  s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  a s  p a r t o f  th e  p u b lis h e d  

t e x t  o f  th e  c o r r e c t io n  or  a p o lo g y " . T h e  C o m m is s io n  w i l l  fu rth er  p r io r it is e  th e  is s u e  o f  

p r o m in e n c e  in  th e  fu tu re .

A t  p r e se n t, th e  C o m m is s io n  b e l ie v e s  i t s  p o w e r s  are  e f f e c t iv e ,  a n d  c a n  p o in t  to  a  c u ltu re  in  

w h ic h  its  s a n c t io n s  h a v e  r e a l im p a c t  a n d  le d  la s t  y e a r  to  a  r e c o r d  n u m b e r  o f  se tt le d  

c o m p la in ts . H o w e v e r , i t  w e lc o m e s  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e  is s u e  o f  s a n c t io n s  c a n  b e  r e -e x a m in e d ,  

a n d  w i l l  b e  ta lk in g  to  th e  in d u str y  o n  th is  p o in t . T h e  C o m m is s io n  d o e s  w a n t  to  ta k e  th is  

o p p o r tu n ity  s e r io u s ly  to  q u e s t io n  w h e th e r  th e  s u s p e n s io n  o f  p r in t in g  o f  a n  o f fe n d in g  

p u b lic a t io n  -  e v e n  i f  th a t w e r e  p r a c t ic a b le  -  c o u ld  e v e r  b e  p r o p o r tio n a te  a n d  a p p ro p r ia te  in  a  

d e m o c r a tic  s o c ie t y .  A s  fa r  a s  th e  C o m m is s io n  c a n  d e te r m in e , n o  o th e r  a n a lo g o u s  b o d y  in  th e  

c iv i l i s e d  v /o r ld  w o u ld  e m p lo v  s u c h  a  s a h c t i o h . ............  ..................................

In  r e s p o n s e  to  o th e r  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s , th e  C o m m is s io n  w e lc o m e s  th e  n o t io n  th a t  th e r e  m ig h t  

b e  e x te r n a l in c e n t iv e s  to  e n c o u r a g e  su b s c r ip t io n  to  th e  s y s t e m  o f  s e l f - r e g u la t io n  a n d  lo o k s  

fo rw a rd  to  h e a r in g  s u g g e s t io n s  in  th is  area . It a ls o  a c c e p ts  th e  id e a  th a t a d h e r e n c e  to  th e  C o d e  

sh o u ld  b e  w r itte n  in to  th e  c o n tr a c t o f  jo u r n a lis t s  fo r  a ll p u b lic a t io n s . T h is  p r a c t ic e  i s  a lrea d y
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w id e sp r e a d , b u t th e  C h a ir m a n  o f  th e  C o m m is s io n  w i l l  b e  w r it in g  to  r e le v a n t  f ig u r e s  o n  th is  

b a s is  s h o r t ly  to  e n c o u r a g e  u n iv e r s a l  ta k e -u p .

T h e  C o m m is s io n  a c k n o w le d g e s  th e  s p e c if ic  c o n t e x t  a n d  r a n g e  o f  th e  S e le c t  C o m m ittee 's  

rep ort, w h ic h  n e c e s s a r i ly  u s e d  a  l im ite d  p e r io d  o f  t im e  a n d  a  f e w  in d iv id u a l c a s e s  a s  a  b a s is  

fo r  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  P C C . It i s  u n su r p r is in g  th a t  th e  C o m m is s io n  w o u ld  h a v e  a n  a ltern a tiv e  

p e r s p e c t iv e  o n  s o m e  i s s u e s ,  b e a r in g  in  m in d  it s  a b il ity  to  r e ly  o n  a n  a r c h iv e  o f  th o u sa n d s  o f  

c a s e s  a n d  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  i t s  v a r ie d  C o m m is s io n e r s . B u t  th e  C o m m is s io n  d o e s  n o t  w is h  to  

lo s e  s ig h t  o f  th e  sh a r e d  c o m m itm e n t  to  s e lf -r e g u la t io n , e m b o d ie d  in  th e  rep ort, a n d  w a n ts  to  

m a k e  c le a r  th a t it  i s  w i l l in g  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  d ia lo g u e  w ith  th e  S e le c t  C o m m itte e , an d  th e  

n e w sp a p e r  a n d  m a g a z in e  in d u str y , to  c o n t in u e  it s  d e v e lo p m e n t  fo r  th e  fu tu re .

W ith  k in d  r eg a rd s .

S te p h e n  A b e l l  

D ir e c to r

2 4  M a r c h  2 0 1 0  

(U p d a te d  J u ly  2 0 1 0 )
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