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Dear Commissioners

I attach the agenda for the Editors’ Code Committee meeting for this Thursday morning.

In accordance with the view o f the Governance Review (and the Commission), I would like to give the 
opportunity for Commissioners to make any comment on this agenda. This will help inform what I say at 
the meeting.

I will offer a few notes on the relevant items below:

The Code Committee remains concerned about the issue of phone hacking, and wishes to consider 
whether there is any proactive move it can currently take. We would recommend that our own current 
Review Committee on phone hacking liaise at a later date (towards the end o f the review process) with the 
Code Committee about how the Code might change in future. As it stands, one might argue that the Code is 
clear about phone hacking (in that it is covered by Clauses 3 and 10), and that there is little scope for 
profitable amendment now. The position may change should further information become available.

6. Commissioners may recall that there is currently a consultation being undertaken by the Scottish 
government into the possibility o f expanding the current libel law to include either the dead in general or 
homicide victims in particular. The PCC liaised with the relevant civil servants in advance of the 
consultation, which is why it refers clearly to the existing regulatory regime covering this area already. The 
Code Committee may decide to respond to the consultation, objecting to the proposal. The Scottish NS is 
also making a response. In the current climate o f libel reform, it is hard to see a government endorsing the 
idea o f libel expansion.

7. The Code Committee is set to welcome our guidance note on online corrections. It will also discuss the 
'^idustry consultation on the extension o f the PCC’s remit to cover certain journalistic Twitter accounts.

8. The Code Committee will discuss -  as the Commission has done -  the developments by which ATVOD 
is claiming jurisdiction over parts o f various newspaper and magazine websites.

9. The Committee has received suggestions in the following areas;

• T h a t  t h e  C o d e  s e t  a  h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d  f o r  t h e  a c c u r a c y  o f  t h o s e  w r i t i n g  f o r
n e w s p a p e r s  w h o  a r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  ( l a w y e r s ,  d o c t o r s ,  e v e n  r e f e r e e s )  . T h i s  w o u ld
s e e m  t o  b e  u n l i k e l y  i n  p r a c t i c e .

• T h a t  C l a u s e  5 ( i i ) , o n  s u i c i d e  r e p o r t i n g ,  b e  a m e n d e d  t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  d i s c l a i m e r :
" t h i s  s h o u l d  n o t  r e s t r i c t  t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e p o r t  l e g a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  s u c h  a s
i n q u e s t s " .  I t  h a s  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  b y  a  n e w s p a p e r  g r o u p ,  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  
r e p o r t i n g  o f  s u c h  p r o c e e d i n g s  s h o u l d  b e  c u r t a i l e d  i n  a n y  w a y . T h i s  i s
p o t e n t i a l l y  v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  a s  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  s u i c i d e  m e t h o d s  w i l l  g e n e r a l l y  
o n l y  o c c u r  i n  i n q u e s t  r e p o r t s .  I  w o u ld  i n t e n d  t o  m a k e  t h e  p o i n t  t o  t h e  m e e t in g  
t h a t  t h e  im p r o v e m e n t  i n  s u i c i d e  r e p o r t i n g  -  b y  w h i c h  e d i t o r s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  
re m o v e  " e x c e s s i v e  d e t a i l "  -  h a s  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  s i g n a l  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  PCC 
i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  a n d  h a s  b e e n  r e c o g n i s e d  a s  s u c h .  T h e  i n d u s t r y  a c c e p t e d  t h e  
d a n g e r  o f  c o n t a g i o n  i n  i n c l u d i n g  t o o  m u c h  d e t a i l  ( i n  w h a t e v e r  c o n t e x t )  w h en  i t  
c h a n g e d  t h e  C o d e  i n  2 0 0 6 ,  a n d  i t  c o u l d  b e  a r g u e d  t o  b e  s o m e t h i n g  o f  a  r e t r o g r a d e

s t e p  t o  r e s i l e  f r o m  t h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  n o w .
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• T h a t  C l a u s e  1 2  b e  a m e n d e d  t o  e x p l i c i t l y  c o v e r  p e j o r a t i v e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  p e o p l e  
s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  d r u g  a d d i c t i o n .  T h i s  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  UK D r u g  P o l i c y  
C o m m is s io n .  I t  i s  a r g u a b l e  t h a t  C l a u s e  1 2  a l r e a d y  c o v e r s  a n y  a d d i c t i o n  t h a t  i s  
c l i n i c a l l y  r e c o g n i s e d  a s  s u c h ,  w h e n  i t  r e f e r s  t o  " p h y s i c a l  o r  m e n t a l  i l l n e s s  o r  
d i s a b i l i t y " .  I t  m a y  b e  f o r  t h e  PCC t o  m a k e  a  r u l i n g  o n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  s h o u l d  a 
s p e c i f i c  c o m p l a i n t  b e  m ad e  a t  so m e  p o i n t ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  PCC a n d  S o c i e t y  o f  E d i t o r s  
t o  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  UKDPC i n  o r d e r  t o  h e l p  th e m  f r a m e  a  p r o p e r  c a s e .

• T h a t  t h e  C o d e  b e  a m e n d e d  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  s t e r e o t y p i c a l  u s e  o f  e m a c i a t e d  b o d i e s  t o  
i l l u s t r a t e  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  e a t i n g  d i s o r d e r s .  I t  i s  h a r d  t o  s e e  how  t h i s  m ig h t  b e  
a  C o d e  i s s u e .  I t  r a t h e r  s e e m s  t o  r e s t  o n  e d i t o r i a l  s e l e c t i o n  f o r  e a c h  s t o r y .

• T h a t  t h e  C o d e  b e  a m e n d e d  t o  p r e v e n t  I s l a m o p h o b i a . T h i s  c o m e s  f r o m  ENGAGE, w h o s e  
c o n c e r n s  f a l l  i n t o  t h r e e  a r e a s ; t h a t  m i s l e a d i n g  im a g e s  a r e  u s e d  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  
s t o r i e s  i n v o l v i n g  M u s l i m s ;  t h a t  f r o n t - p a g e  s t o r i e s  a r e  n o t  p r o m i n e n t l y  
c o r r e c t e d ;  a n d  t h a t  C l a u s e  1 2  s h o u l d  c o v e r  g r o u p s .  T h e  f i r s t  tw o  i s s u e s  a r e  
c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  C o d e  a l r e a d y ;  t h e  l a s t  i s  a  common c o m p l a i n t  f o r  t h e  C o m m it t e e  t o  
c o n s i d e r .

• T h a t  t h e  C o d e  o n  f i n a n c i a l  j o u r n a l i s m  s h o u l d  b e  e x t e n d e d  t o  t h o s e  w ho own 
p r o p e r t y  p o r f o l i o s .  T h i s  i s  o n  t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  s u c h  j o u r n a l i s t s  h a v e  a n  i n t e r e s t  
i n  t a l k i n g  t h e  m a r k e t  u p  o r  d o w n . C l a u s e  1 3  ( F i n a n c i a l  j o u r n a l i s m ) , a s  i t  
s t a n d s ,  d e a l s  s o l e l y  w i t h  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  i s s u e  o f  s h a r e  t i p p i n g .  A  c l a u s e  t h a t  
r e q u i r e d  a l l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  j o u r n a l i s t s  t o  b e  d e c l a r e d  m ig h t  b e  r a t h e r  h a r d  t o  
p o l i c e .

Should  any Commission wish to comment on any of these points, do please let me know by first thi. 
Thursday morning. I am happy, as ever, to discuss on the phone.

Very best

Stig

Stephen Abell
Director

Press Complaints Commission 
Halton House 
p/23 Holborn 
London EC1N 2JD

Tel: 020 7831 0022 
Website: www.pcc.orq.uk

IJRtSS COMMISSION

The PCC is an independent self-regulatory body which deals with complaints about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines (and their websites). We keep industry standards high by training journalists and editors, 
and work pro-actively behind the scenes to prevent harassment and media intrusion. We can also provide pre­
publication advice to journalists and the public.

Follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/ukpcc

Em ail Disclaimer
The information contained in this em ail and any attached files are confidential and intended for the nam ed addressee only. It contains information 
which m ay be confidential and legally privileged and also protected by copyright. Unless you are the named addressee (or authorised to receive for 
the addressee) you m ay not copy or use it. or disclose it to anyone else. If you received it in error please notify the sender immediately or the
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T h e  P r e s s  S t a n d a r d s  B o a r d  o f  F i i ^ ce

E d i t o r s '  C o d e  o f  P r a c t i c e  

G o m m i t t e e

A genda

Editors’ Code of Practice Committee meeting

NS/NPA offices, 8* Floor, St Andrew’s House,
18-20 St Andrew Street London EC4 3AY

10.3 0 a.m., Thursday, 24 March 2011

1. i^o lo g ie s : June Smith-Sheppard (resignation); N eil Benson
2. Minutes of Thursday, 210ctober 2010 (c ircu la ted ).
3. Matters a ris in g  ( i f  not dealt with below):
4. Code Committee website update

5. Phone hacking
6. Defamation o f the dead -  Scotland
7. Online journalism  developments
8. ATVOD
9. 2011 Code Review {Appendices A and B)

10. Other business
11. Next meeting

i^ 5>endix A (incorporated) Code Review suggestions 
i^^pendix B (separate fo lder) : Code Review bacJcground 
documents
Appendix C (separate pd f): Online working pa rty 's
T w itte r proposals
Appendix D (separate pdf) : The Code in  A4 format fo r easy 
reference.
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P R IV A T E  A N D  C O N F ID E N T IA L PC C  P aper N o. 5067

E d ito r s’ C od e C om m ittee M eetin g

The Director o f  the PCC attended the recent Code Committee Meeting. Commissioners will 
recall that the agenda o f the meeting was circulated to them in advance for comment. 
Another copy is attached.

Here is a brief report o f the issues that were raised.

1. Phone Hacking
The Committee was keen to be on the front foot. It was proposed that consideration 
be given to setting up a special sub-committee, which would examine the Code issues 
relating to phone hacking. This might be made up o f editors and ex-editors alongside 
lay members (including former lay members of the PCC). It was not clear 
specifically what the remit o f this body would be other than to assess any impact on 
the current wording o f the Code.

Another proposal was to amend the Code to make clear the need for journalists to 
abide by the law. There was some discussion about whether this would place the PCC 
in the position o f having to rule upon whether illegal acts had been committed.

Further consideration is to be given to next steps, but it was agreed that the industry 
needs to be in a position to respond to whatever evidence emerges from the police 
inquiry, the civil actions and the PC C ’s own review committee.

2. Defamation o f the dead
There was little industry awareness o f  the consultation in Scotland over the extension 
o f libel law to cover the deceased (or just homicide victims). It was agreed that the 
Code Committee should formally respond to the consultation, making clear that the 
Code already offers redress to families in regard to inaccurate and intrasive reporting 
about death.

3. Online j oumalism
The Code Committee welcomed the guidance note issued by the PCC on online 
prominence. It also endorsed the view o f the PCC’s online working group that certain 
journalistic Twitter accounts should be covered by the PCC. It will respond to the 
current PressBof consultation to that effect.
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4. ATVOD
There was little industry awareness o f the recent moves by ATVOD to extend its 
jurisdiction over TV-like content on newspaper and magazine websites. It was made 
clear that OFCOM is currently listening to appeals by various publishers to the effect 
that newspaper and magazine sites as a whole should be exempt.

It was also recognised that changing the Code to cover the two areas enforced by 
ATVOD (broadly, harm to children and incitement to racial hatred) would not solve 
the problem, as OFCOM would then be legally required to provide a backstop 
function to self-regulation and therefore the independence o f the PCC would be 
compromised.

5. 2011 Code Review
It was agreed that there should be consultation over proposed changes to Clause 1 
(Accuracy) that would require editors to agree on the prominence o f adjudications 
with the PCC in advance o f publication. It is likely — as the amendment follows on 
from the recent change requiring agreement on the prominence o f corrections — that 
this will be agreed. The Commission -will be part of the consultation.

No other substantive changes to the Code were agreed. There was the suggestion that 
Clause 13 (Financial journalism) might be extended to cover the property market. 
The argument is that property journalists with particular portfolios might be using 
their coverage to manipulate the market in their own favour. The Committee agreed 
that this would be a serious ethical concern, and requested further work to develop 
specific wordings for any amendment.

6. Chris Jefferies
It was recognised that concern existed over the press coverage o f the murder o f  Jo 
Yeates. The PCC made clear that it had received complaints on the subject. There 
was also the contempt issue flagged by the Attorney General (and the Justice 
Minister), together w ith the possibility of libel action by M r Jefferies (who was 
recently released from bail without charge).

It was agreed that this area might be something considered in broad terms by the 
Commission, which could lead to it commenting on the efficacy o f the current Code 
in this area.

Any comments by Commissioners are welcomed.

SA4/11
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(vi) The Cominission formally approved (subject to individual queries on 
specific complaints raised with the office) the following PCC Papers, 
which had contained draft adjudications for Commissioners’ 
ratification or otherwise: 5042, 5043, 5044, 5045, 5046, 5047, 5048, 
5049, 5050, 5051, 5052, 5053, 5054, 5055, 5056, 5057, 5058, 5059, 
5060, 5061, 5063, 5064, 5065, 5066, 5068, 5069, 5070, 5071. All 
papers had been circulated since the previous Commission meeting.

5. Nominations Committee Report

The Chairman presented a report to Commissioners about the nomination of 
new public Commission members. She noted that there had been almost 3,000 
applicants and that, with the assistance of Lucinda Bolton, the independent 
assessor, the Nominations Committee (Baroness Buscombe, Ian Nichol and 
Prof Ian Walden) was now in a position to put forward its preferred candidates 
for the Commission’s ratification.

After discussion, the following candidates were approved for membership of 
the Press Complaints Commission;

Lord Grade of Yarmouth CBE
Michael-Si^th CBE
His Hon Judge Jeremy Roberts QC

It was agreed that two further candidates would be approved to fill vacancies in 
the next twelve months. It was suggested that a further candidate should be 
approached to sit on the newly-formed Review Committee, charged with 
conducting an annual audit for the PCC’s work.

Editors’ Code Committee Meeting Report

The Director reported on the latest meeting of the Editors’ Code of Practice 
Committee, which he had attended.

7. Chairman and Director’s meetings

Commissioners received an update on appointments undertaken by the 
Chairman and Director.
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