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From the Director

L es H inton Esq  
E xecutive Chairman 
N ew s International 
1 V irginia Street 
London E98 IX Y 28**̂  April 2005

chairman 
S ir  C h r i s t o p h e r  M e y e r

Members of the Commission 
M a t t i  A id e r s o n  

R o g e r  A i t o n  

P r o f e s s o r  T h e  L o r d  C h a n  

E d m u n d  C u r r a n  

P a u i  D a c r e  

J a n e  E n n is  

M a r y  F r a n c is  

D r .  A r t h u r  H e a m d e n  

V i v ie n  H e p v r o r t h  

P e t e r  H i i i  

p a u i  H o r r o c k s  

C h a r ie s  M c G h e e  

A d a m  P h i i i ip s  

E v e  S a io m o n  

D ia n n e  T h o m p s o n  

T h e  R i g h t  R e v . J o h n  W a in e  K c v o

Director 
T im  T o u im in

A C m

from has sent m e the attached letter that the editor o f the D aily Record 
has received  from  M ediaw ise.

I am  alarm ed to see that it claim s that the H om e O ffice  has com m issioned the charity to 
research the effectiven ess o f  the G uidance N ote that w e produced into the reporting o f  
asylum  seekers and refugees in  O ctober 2003.

I feel very uneasy that the governm ent is sponsoring such research. It rather begs the 
question as to what it w ill do i f  the research concludes that the initiative has not been a 
success -  w hich is a probability, given  w ho is carrying it out. But in  any case, is it 
really  the governm ent’s business to be m onitoring th e  effect o f  our guidance notes in  
this way?

I w ould  be interested to know how  extensively  this letter has been circulated, what the 
response o f  editors so far has been, and whether anyone has yet taken this up w ith  the 
H om e O ffice.

I am sending a copy o f  this letter to

W ith kind regards.

Tim  Touim in

Enc.
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