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C o n te n ts

1. What is a coroner?
2. What do coroners do?
3. What is the role of a coroner's officer?
4. Are all deaths reported to a coroner?
5. When is a death reported to a coroner?
6. What will a coroner do when a death is reported?
7. What is a post-mortem examination?
8. Post-mortem examination report
9. Medical records
10. Will organs be retained after a coroner's 

post-mortem examination?
11. Donation of tissue and organs for transplantation
12. What happens after the post-mortem examination 

if the coroner decides to hold an inquest?
13. Taking the body abroad or bringing it back to this country
14. What is an inquest?
15. What happens if somebody has been charged with 

causing the death?
16. Attendance at an inquest
17. Is there always a jury at an inquest?
18. Who decides which witnesses to call?
19. Must a witness attend court?
20. Who can ask witnesses questions?
21. Who is a properly interested person?
22. Is Legal Aid available?
23. Inquest verdicts
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24. What if future deaths may be prevented?
25. What can you do if you are dissatisfied with the 

outcome of an inquest?
26. Is it possible to obtain a record of the inquest?
27. Will the inquest be reported by the media?
28. What about other proceedings?
29. Rights of properly interested persons, including 

bereaved people,throughout the process
30. How can you find out further information?
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C oro n ers and inquests -  a guide

Some questions answered and issues explained

This guide is for information purposes only and is not intended 
to be an exhaustive explanation of current coroner law in England 
and Wales. If you are a ‘properly interested person' in a specific 
inquest (see section 21) and have questions about it, you should 
raise these with the coroner's office.

The Coroners and Justice Act, which received Royal Assent on 12 
November 2009, introduces a number of significant reforms to the 
coroner system and they will be introduced as soon as possible. 
Further information about the reform programme can be seen at 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/coroners-justice-bill.htm.
A revised version of this guidance will be published when the Act 
has been implemented.

1. W hat is a coroner?

1.1 A coroner is an independent judicial office holder, appointed 
and paid by the relevant local authority. A coroner must be a 
lawyer or a doctor, and in some cases is both. Each coroner has 
a deputy and usually one or more assistant deputies, and either 
personally or through a deputy he or she must be available at all 
times. The costs of the coroners' service are generally met by local 
authorities, not by central Government. In some districts the local 
police force may also contribute towards a coroner's resources, 
usually by providing and paying the costs of coroner's officers.
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2. W hat do coroners do?

2.1 Coroners inquire into violent or unnatural deaths, sudden 
deaths of unknown cause, and deaths which have occurred in 
prison. A coroner's authority to inquire flows from the report of a 
body being within the coroner's district and not from where the 
death occurred. The coroner's inquiries may take one of several 
forms and may result in the holding of an inquest.

2.2 It is a coroner's duty at an inquest to establish who the 
deceased was and how, when and where the deceased came by his 
or her death. After an inquest the coroner will send the necessary 
details to the registrar of births and deaths for the death to be 
registered when it occurred in England and Wales. An inquest
is not permitted to determine or appear to determine criminal 
liability by a named person or civil liability. It is about what 
happened, not who was responsible for what happened, for which 
the civil and criminal courts have jurisdiction.

2.3 In some cases a death may be referred to the police for 
investigation on behalf of a coroner. In other cases a separate 
investigation into a death may be undertaken by an independent 
body such as the Health and Safety Executive, the Prisons and 
Probation Ombudsman, the Care Quality Commission or the 
Independent Police Complaints Commission, and the coroner will 
be given the results of the investigation.

3. W hat is the role of a coroner's officer?

3.1 Coroners' officers work under the direction of coroners and 
liaise with bereaved families, the police, doctors, witnesses and 
funeral directors. They receive reports of deaths and make inquiries 
at the direction, and on behalf, of a coroner.
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4. Are all deaths reported to a coroner?

4.1 No, not all deaths need to be reported. In many cases the 
deceased's own doctor, or a hospital doctor who has been treating 
him or her during the final illness, is able to issue a Medical 
Certificate of the Cause of Death (MCCD) without reference to
a coroner. The death can then be registered by the registrar of 
births and deaths, who will issue the death certificate. Sometimes 
doctors may discuss the case with the coroner and this may result 
in the coroner deciding that he or she does not need to make 
further inquiries, because the death is from natural causes. In the 
light of that discussion the doctor concerned may be able to issue 
the MCCD and the coroner will issue a certificate to the registrar 
stating that it is not necessary to hold an inquest.

4.2 However, if the coroner has decided to investigate a death the 
registrar of births and deaths must wait for the coroner to finish his 
or her inquiries before the death can be registered. These inquiries 
may take time, so it is always best to contact the coroner's office 
before any funeral arrangements are made. In many cases the 
decision to investigate will not hold up funeral arrangements

5. When is a death reported to a coroner?

5.1 Registrars of births and deaths, doctors or the police report 
deaths to a coroner in certain circumstances. These include where 
it appears that:

• no doctor attended the deceased during his or her last 
illness;

• although a doctor attended during the last illness the 
deceased was not seen either within 14 days before death 
nor after death;

• the cause of death appears to be unknown;
• the death occurred during an operation or before recovery
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fro m  th e  e ffec ts  o f  an anaesthe tic ;
th e  dea th  w as due to  an in d u s tr ia l acc iden t, disease

o r po ison ing;
th e  dea th  was sudden o r unexpected ;
th e  dea th  was unna tu ra l;
th e  dea th  w as due to  v io lence  o r  neg lect;
th e  dea th  was in o th e r  suspic ious c ircum stances; o r
th e  dea th  occurred  in prison o r po lice  custody.

6 . W h a t  w i l l  a  c o r o n e r  d o  w h e n  a d e a th  is  r e p o r te d ?

6.1 The co rone r m ay  decide th a t  a p o s t-m o rte m  e xa m in a tio n  and 
inquest are unnecessary because th e  cause o f d ea th  is ev iden t, 
and th e re  is a d o c to r w h o  can sign an MCCD to  th a t  e ffec t. In such 
cases th e  co rone r w il l  advise th e  reg is tra r o f  b irths  and deaths th a t 

no fu r th e r  in ve s tig a tio n  is needed.

6.2 The co ro ne r m ay  ask a p a th o lo g is t to  exam ine  th e  b o d y  and 
ca rry  o u t a p o s t-m o rte m  e xa m in a tio n  (also know n  as an au topsy). 
If so, th e  e xa m in a tio n  m u s t be m ade as soon as possible.

7. W h a t  is  a p o s t - m o r te m  e x a m in a t io n ?

7.1 A  p o s t-m o rte m  e xa m in a tio n  is a m ed ica l e xa m in a tio n  o f  a body, 
carried  o u t fo r  a co rone r by  a p a th o lo g is t o f  th e  coroner's  choice, 

in o rd e r to  estab lish  th e  cause o f  death .

7.2 The co ro ne r is n o t requ ired  to  o b ta in  th e  consen t o f  th e  
re la tives fo r  a p o s t-m o rte m  e xa m in a tio n  to  be m ade, b u t is 
requ ired  to  in fo rm  ce rta in  persons o f  w hen  and w here  th e  
e xa m in a tio n  w il l  take  place. These inc lude  th e  deceased's 
re la tives and o th e rs  w ith  an in te re s t in th e  dea th , fo r  exam ple , 
th e  deceased's regu la r m ed ica l p ra c tit io n e r and th e  C h ie f o f Police. 
Such persons are e n tit le d  to  be represented a t th e  e xa m in a tio n  by
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a d o c to r  o f  th e ir  choice, b u t th e y  have to  pay any fee th e  d o c to r 
m ay  charge. C oroners w i l l  w here  possib le  take  acco un t o f  re lig ious 
and c u ltu ra l needs.

7.3 If concerns rem ain  a b o u t th e  cause o f  death , th e  re la tives 
can ask th e  co ro n e r fo r  a separate, a d d itio n a l p o s t-m o rte m  
e xa m in a tio n , w h ich  w o u ld  be a t th e ir  o w n  expense.

8 . P o s t - m o r te m  e x a m in a t io n  r e p o r t

8.1 This re p o rt g ives d e ta ils  o f th e  e xa m in a tio n  m ade o f  th e  
body, and is se n t to  th e  co rone r by  th e  person w h o  carried  o u t 
th e  p o s t-m o rte m  exam in a tio n . I t  m a y  a lso give de ta ils  o f  any 
tes ts  w h ich  have been carried  o u t to  he lp  d e te rm in e  th e  cause 
o f  death . Copies o f  th e  re p o rt are n o rm a lly  ava ilab le  o n ly  to  
p ro pe rly  in te res ted  persons. A  fee fo r  th e  copies m ay  be payable.

8.2  A  co ro ne r m a y  d ispense w ith  an inq u e s t a fte r  a p o s t-m o rte m  
e xa m in a tio n  i f  he o r  she th in ks  an inques t is unnecessary and the re  
is no  reason to  suspect th a t  th e  person d ied a v io le n t o r u n n a tu ra l 
death , and th e y  d id  n o t d ie  in prison. The co rone r w il l  release th e  
bo dy  fo r  th e  fu n e ra l and send a fo rm  to  th e  reg is tra r o f  b irths  and 
deaths s ta tin g  th e  cause o f  dea th  as d isclosed by  th e  p o s t-m o rte m  
e xa m in a tio n  re p o rt, so th a t  th e  dea th  can th e n  be registered. 
G enera lly  th is  w il l  happen w hen  th e  p o s t-m o rte m  exa m in a tio n  
estab lishes th a t  th e  person d ied o f  n a tu ra l causes and th e  co rone r 
decides no  fu r th e r  in ve s tig a tio n  in to  th e  dea th  is necessary.

9 . M e d ic a l re c o rd s

9.1 M ed ica l records rem ain  c o n fid e n tia l a fte r  d ea th  b u t m ay be 

m ade ava ilab le  to  th e  deceased's persona l rep resen ta tive  o r any 

person w h o  m a y  have a c la im  a ris ing  o u t o f  th e  deceased's death .
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su b jec t to  som e res tric tion s , under th e  te rm s  o f  th e  Access to  

H ea lth  Records A c t 1990. These can be v iew ed o n lin e  a t: 
h t tp ; / /w w w .o p s i.g ov .uk /ac ts /ac ts1990 /U kpga_19900023_en_1 .

9.2 C oroners are e n tit le d  to  o b ta in  copies o f  m ed ica l in fo rm a tio n  
th a t  is re levan t and necessary to  th e ir  inqu iries. M ed ica l 
in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t th e  deceased m ay  be disclosed a t th e  inquest 
hearing  i f  i t  is re le va n t to  th e  cause o f  death .

1 0 . W i l l  o rg a n s  b e  re ta in e d  a f t e r  a c o ro n e r 's  p o s t - m o r te m  

e x a m in a t io n ?

10.1 D istressing th o u g h  i t  can be fo r  th e  deceased's fa m ily , organs 
and tissue m ay  so m e tim e s  be rem oved  fro m  a body  and preserved 
by a p a th o lo g is t i f  th e y  have any bearing  on th e  cause o f dea th  o r 
th e  id e n tity  o f  th e  deceased. W hen  th e  m a te ria l no longe r needs to  
be preserved i t  w i l l  e ith e r be re tu rn ed  to  th e  deceased's fa m ily  o r 
represen ta tive , i f  requested, o r  d isposed o f  by bu ria l o r  c rem ation .
If a p a th o lo g is t believes i t  w o u ld  be app ro p ria te  to  re ta in  organs 
and tissue, fo r  exam p le  fo r  use in research o r fo r  tra in in g  purposes, 
th e  consen t o f  th e  re la tives m u s t be ob ta ined . In som e excep tiona l 
cases, e.g. in vo lv in g  m urder, th e  organs m ay have to  be re ta ined 
fo r  a lon g e r period .

10.2 F u rthe r genera l in fo rm a tio n  on tissue re te n tio n  and th e  legal 
requ irem en ts  re la tin g  to  consen t can be o b ta ined  fro m  th e  H um an 
Tissue A u th o r ity  on  9  0 2 0  7211 3 4 0 0  o r o n lin e  a t 
w w w .h ta .g o v .u k .

11
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11. D o n a t io n  o f  t is s u e  a n d  o rg a n s  f o r  t r a n s p la n ta t io n

11.1 If th e  n e x t-o f-k in  w ishes to  cons ide r d o na tio n , im m e d ia te  
advice  is essentia l. This can be so u gh t fro m  a h o sp ita l o r fro m  
th e  loca l T ransp lan t C o -o rd ina to r, w h o  w il l  be ab le  to  discuss th e  
o p tio n s  fo r  d o n a tio n  in m ore  d e ta il. The T ransp lan t C o -o rd in a to r 
m u s t c o n s u lt th e  co ro ne r in any case w h ich  has been o r is like ly  
to  be re fe rred  to  h im  o r her, and th e  co ro ne r m u s t agree be fore  a 
d o n a tio n  can take  place, since th e  re m ova l cou ld  a ffe c t im p o rta n t 
evidence. These decis ions are usua lly  m ade very qu ick ly . In a 
sm a ll n u m b e r o f  cases, fo r  exam ple  w he re  the re  is a c rim in a l 
in ve s tig a tio n , o rgan d o n a tio n  m ay  n o t be possible.

1 2 . W h a t  h a p p e n s  a f t e r  t h e  p o s t - m o r te m  e x a m in a t io n  i f  

t h e  c o r o n e r  d e c id e s  t o  h o ld  a n  in q u e s t?

12.1 A  co ro ne r m u s t ho ld  an inques t i f  th e  cause o f  dea th  rem ains 
unknow n , o r  i f  th e re  is cause fo r  th e  co ro ne r to  suspect th a t  th e  
deceased d ied  a v io le n t o r  u n n a tu ra l dea th , o r d ied in prison. 
H ow ever, a fte r  th e  p o s t-m o rte m  e xa m in a tio n  is co m p le te d  th e  
co ro ne r w il l  n o rm a lly  issue th e  necessary a u th o r ity  p e rm itt in g  a 
b u ria l o r  c re m a tio n , so th a t  a fu n e ra l can be held, even th o u g h  th e  
inq u e s t has n o t been concluded.

12.2 In such c ircum stances th e  dea th  ca n n o t be registered.
In o rd e r to  assist th e  a d m in is tra tio n  o f  th e  esta te , an in te r im  
c e rtif ic a te  o f  fa c t o f d ea th  can be issued by th e  coroner. This 
c e rtif ic a te  shou ld  be acceptab le  to  banks and fin a n c ia l in s titu tio n s , 
unless i t  is im p o r ta n t fo r  th e m  to  kn o w  th e  o u tco m e  o f  th e  inquest 
( fo r  exam ple , fo r  an insurance s e ttle m e n t). You can a lso use th is  
in te r im  c e rtif ic a te  fo r  b e n e fit c la im s and N a tio n a l Insurance 
purposes. W h e n  th e  inq u e s t has been co m p le te d  th e  co rone r
w il l  n o t ify  th e  reg is tra r o f  b irth s  and deaths so th a t  th e  dea th  can 
be reg is tered  by th e  reg is tra r and a dea th  c e rtific a te  can th e n  be 

o b ta in e d  fro m  th e  reg istrar.
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12.3 If c r im in a l charges have been b ro u g h t aga inst som ebody fo r  
causing th e  dea th , i t  m ay  be necessary fo r  a second p o s t-m o rte m  
e xa m in a tio n  to  take  place o r  fo r  fu r th e r  inves tiga tion , and th e  
release o f th e  b o d y  and th e  fu n e ra l a rrangem ents  m ay  th e n  have 

to  be de layed.

1 3 . T a k in g  t h e  b o d y  a b ro a d  o r  b r in g in g  i t  b a c k  t o  t h is  

c o u n t r y

13.1 In every case w he re  som eone w ishes to  take  a bo dy  o u t o f 
England o r W ales, w r it te n  n o tice  m u s t be g iven to  th e  co rone r in 
w hose  area th e  b o d y  is loca ted . The co ro ne r w il l  th e n  consider 
w h e th e r an inques t o r p o s t-m o rte m  e xa m in a tio n  is needed and 

w il l  n o t ify  his o r her decis ion  w ith in  fo u r  days.

13.2 If a b o d y  is be ing b ro u g h t in to  England o r  W ales, th e  co roner 
in th e  area to  w he re  th e  bo dy  is b ro u g h t m ay  need to  be invo lved. 
The co rone r m ay  need to  d e te rm in e  th e  cause o f  dea th  and w il l  
be requ ired  to  ho ld  an inques t i f  th e  dea th  was unna tu ra l, o r 
v io le n t, o r sudden and o f  u nknow n  cause. The co rone r w il l  issue a 
c e rtif ic a te  fo r  c re m a tio n  in a ll cases co m in g  fro m  abroad w here  th e  

b o dy  is to  be crem ated .

13.3 W hen  dea th  has occu rred  o u ts id e  England and W ales and th e  
bo dy  is re tu rned  to  England o r W ales, th e  d ea th  is n o t reg istered 
by th e  reg is tra r o f  b irth s  and dea ths w hen  th e  co rone r has fin ished  
inve s tig a tin g  o r has conc luded  th e  inquest. F u rthe r in fo rm a tio n  
a b o u t w h a t to  do  w hen  a dea th  occurs abroad can be fo u n d  on th e  

Foreign and C o m m o n w e a lth  O ffice 's  w ebs ite , at: 
h ttp ://w w w .fc o .g o v .u k /e n /tra v e l-a n d - liv in g -a b ro a d /w h e n -th in g s - 

g o -w ro n g /d e a th -a b ro a d
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1 4 . W h a t  is  a n  in q u e s t?

14.1 An In q u e s t is a fa c t- f in d in g  in q u iry  to  estab lish  w h o  has d ied, 
and how , w hen  and w here  th e  dea th  occurred . I t  does n o t have 
s ta te m e n ts  and e xa m in a tio n  o f  w itnesses by p rosecu tion  and 
de fence team s, like a c r im in a l tr ia l; th e  co rone r and a ll those  w ith  
“ p rope r in te re s ts " s im p ly  seek th e  answers to  th e  above questions.

14.2 An inq u e s t is usua lly  opened soon a fte r  a dea th  to  record th a t  
a d ea th  has occurred , to  id e n tify  th e  deceased, and to  enable the  
co ro ne r to  issue th e  a u th o r ity  fo r  th e  b u ria l o r c re m a tio n  to  take 
place w ith o u t  any unnecessary de lay. It  w il l  then  be ad journed  
u n til any o th e r  inves tiga tions  (see paragraph 2 .3) and any inqu iries 
ins tig a te d  by th e  co rone r have been co m p le te d . I t  w i l l  usua lly  take 
be tw een  3 and 9 m o n th s  to  conc lude  th is  w ork , b u t som e cases 
can take lon g e r th a n  th is  i f  th e  inqu iries  prove to  be com p lica ted . 
The inques t w i l l  th e n  be resum ed and concluded.

15 . W h a t  h a p p e n s  i f  s o m e b o d y  h a s  b e e n  c h a rg e d  w i t h  

c a u s in g  t h e  d e a th ?

15.1 W here  a person has been sen t fo r  t r ia l fo r  causing a death , fo r  
exam ple  by m u rd e r o r m anslaughter, any inquest is ad journed  u n til 
th e  c rim in a l t r ia l is over. O n  ad jou rn in g  an inquest, th e  co roner 
m u s t send th e  reg is tra r a c e rtifica te  s ta tin g  the  pa rticu la rs  th a t are 
needed to  reg is te r th e  dea th  and fo r  a dea th  ce rtifica te  to  be issued. 
W hen  th e  t r ia l is over, th e  co rone r w il l  decide w h e th e r to  resume 
th e  inquest. There m ay be no need, if  a ll th e  facts  su rround ing  the  
dea th  have em erged a t th e  tr ia l. If th e  inquest is resumed, however, 
th e  fin d in g  o f  th e  inquest as to  th e  cause o f  dea th  ca n no t be 
incons is ten t w ith  th e  o u tco m e  o f th e  c r im in a l tr ia l.

15.2 Section 2 8  b e lo w  sets o u t th e  p o s itio n  w here  c iv il proceedings 
have been b ro u g h t in co n n e c tio n  w ith  a death .
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1 6 . A t te n d a n c e  a t  a n  in q u e s t

16.1 W h e n  a co roner's  inves tiga tions  in to  a dea th  are co m p le te , a 
da te  fo r  a fu l l  inques t w i l l  be se t. The ‘p ro pe rly  in te res ted  persons' 
(see paragraph 21  be low ) w il l  be in fo rm e d  o f  th e  da te  by the  
co roner's  o ff ic e r  and any w itnesses w il l  be asked to  a tte n d  to  
p rov ide  evidence. The process is he ld  in th e  p ub lic  in te re s t and 
n o t on  b e h a lf o f  any ind iv idua l. I t  is n o t a lw ays necessary fo r  the  
bereaved re la tives to  a tte n d  th e  inquest, and som e pre fe r n o t to  
as th e  d e ta ils  o f  th e  dea th  m ay need to  be d e a lt w ith  in g raph ic  
te rm s. If you  do  a tte n d  th e  inques t you  can be accom pan ied  by a 
suppo rte r, fo r  exam ple  a fr iend .

17. Is t h e r e  a lw a y s  a j u r y  a t  a n  in q u e s t?

17.1 N o, m o s t inquests  are he ld  w ith o u t  a ju ry  b u t the re  are 
p a rticu la r c ircum stances w hen  a Jury is ca lled, inc lud ing :

•  i f  th e  d ea th  occurred  in prison o r in po lice  cus tody ; o r
•  i f  th e  d ea th  resu lted  fro m  an acc iden t a t w ork .

17.2 In every Jury inquest, th e  co ro ne r decides m a tte rs  o f  law  and 
procedure, and th e  ju ry  decides th e  fa c ts  o f th e  case and reaches
a ve rd ic t. The Jury ca n n o t b lam e som eone  fo r  th e  death . If the re  is 
any b lam e, th is  can o n ly  be estab lished by o th e r lega l proceedings 
in th e  c iv il o r c r im in a l cou rts , a lth o u g h  th e  Jury can s ta te  fac ts  
w h ich  m ake i t  c lear th a t  th e  d ea th  w as caused by a specific  fa ilu re  
o f  som e s o rt o r  by neg lect.

1 8 . W h o  d e c id e s  w h ic h  w itn e s s e s  t o  c a ll?

18.1 The co ro ne r w il l  decide  w h o  shou ld  be ca lled to  g ive evidence 
as a w itness , and th e  o rd e r in w h ich  th e y  g ive evidence. H ow ever, 
anyone w h o  believes th e y  m ay  be o f  he lp  o r believes a p a rticu la r
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w itne ss  shou ld  be ca lled  shou ld  in fo rm  th e  coroner.
The co ro ne r w il l  th e n  decide  w h e th e r th e  evidence is re levan t 
to  th e  in ve s tig a tio n  o f  th e  death .

1 9 . M u s t  a w itn e s s  a t te n d  c o u r t?

19.1 Yes, if  th e y  live  in England and W ales. In m a n y  cases th e  
ev idence o f  a w itness  m a y  be v ita l in es tab lish ing  th e  fac ts  o f 
th e  death . A  w itness  m a y  e ith e r be asked to  a tte n d  th e  inquest 
v o lu n ta r ily  o r  receive a fo rm a l sum m ons to  do so, b u t i f  th e y  live 
abroad th e y  ca n n o t be com pe lled  to  a tte n d  o r to  g ive  evidence.

2 0 .  W h o  c a n  a s k  w itn e s s e s  q u e s t io n s ?

20.1 W itnesses w il l  be f irs t ques tioned  by th e  co rone r and th e n  
by any p ro p e rly  in te res ted  person o r th e ir  legal representa tive . 
W h e th e r a q u es tio n  is re levan t to  th e  purpose o f  th e  inques t is 
s o m e th in g  th e  co ro ne r decides. W here  re levan t, th e  co ro ne r w il l  
w a rn  a w itness  th a t  he o r she is n o t ob liged  to  answ er any question  
w h ich  m ig h t in c r im in a te  h im - o r herself.

21 . W h o  is  a p r o p e r ly  in te r e s te d  p e rs o n ?

21.1 This can be:
•  a pa ren t, spouse, ch ild , c iv il p a rtn e r o r p a rtn e r and any 

persona l rep resen ta tive  o f  th e  deceased;
•  any b e ne fic ia ry  o f  a life  insurance p o licy  on th e  deceased;
•  any insure r hav ing  issued such a po licy ;
•  a rep resen ta tive  fro m  a Trade U n ion  to  w h o m  th e  

deceased be longed a t th e  t im e  o f  dea th  ( if  th e  dea th  
arose in co n ne c tio n  w ith  th e  person's e m p lo y m e n t o r was 
due to  in d u s tr ia l disease);
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•  anyone w hose  a c tio n  o r fa ilu re  to  a c t m ay, in th e  coroner's 
v iew , have c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  death ;

•  th e  C h ie f O ff ic e r  o f Police (w h o  m ay o n ly  ask w itnesses 
questions  th ro u g h  a law yer);

•  any person appo in te d  as an inspec to r o r a represen ta tive  
o f  an en fo rc in g  a u th o r ity  o r  a person appo in ted  by a 
G o ve rn m e n t D e p a rtm e n t to  a tte n d  th e  inquest; o r

•  anyone  else w h o  th e  co ro ne r m ay  decide  a lso has a p roper 
in te res t.

21.2 It  is th e  co ro ne r w h o  decides w h o  w il l  be g iven p rope rly  
in te res ted  person sta tus.

2 2 . Is L e g a l A id  a v a ila b le ?

22.1 Legal A id  is n o t g e ne ra lly  ava ilab le  fo r  rep resen ta tion  a t 
inquests because an inques t is a fa c t- f in d in g  process. U nlike  
o th e r p roceedings fo r  w h ich  Legal A id  m ig h t be ava ilable , the re  
are no  pa rties  in inquests, o n ly  th e  p ro p e rly  in te res ted  persons, 
and w itnesses are n o t expected  to  p resen t lega l a rgum ents.
The co rone r ensures th a t  th e  process is im p a rtia l and tho ro ug h , 
and he o r she shou ld  assist fa m ilie s  to  ensure th a t  th e ir  re levan t 
ques tions  are answered.

22.2 Legal A id  m ay, how ever, be ava ilab le  to  cover rep resen ta tion  
a t th e  inq u e s t in ve ry  exce p tio n a l cases. A pp lica n ts  m u s t q u a lify  
fin a n c ia lly  and m e e t s tr ic t  c r ite r ia  fo r  rep resen ta tion  to  be funded. 
These c rite r ia  are th a t:

•  the re  is a s ig n ifica n t w id e r  p u b lic  in te re s t in th e  a p p lica n t 
be ing  represented  a t th e  inquest; o r

•  th e  c ircum stances o f  th e  d ea th  appear to  be such th a t 
funded  re p resen ta tion  is like ly  to  be necessary to  enable 
th e  co ro ne r to  inve s tig a te  th e  case e ffe c tiv e ly  and 
estab lish  th e  fac ts , p ro v id in g  th a t  th e  a p p lica n t was a
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m e m be r o f  th e  deceased's im m e d ia te  fa m ily  (as required 
by A rtic le  2 o f  th e  European C onven tion  on H um an 

R ights).

22.3  H ow ever, lega l advice - via th e  Legal H e lp  schem e - m ay  be 
ava ilab le  to  those  w h o  q u a lify  fin a nc ia lly . F urther in fo rm a tio n  is 
ava ilab le  fro m  th e  Legal Service C om m iss ion  on 
®  0 8 4 5  345  4 3 4 5  o r o n lin e  a t w w w .lega lse rv ices.gov.uk.

2 3 .  In q u e s t  v e r d ic ts

23.1 Possible ve rd ic ts  include: 
n a tu ra l causes; 
a cc id e n t o r m isadven tu re ; 
he o r she k illed  h im /h e rs e lf (i.e. su icide); 
u n la w fu l k illing ; 
la w fu l k illing ; 
in d u s tr ia l disease; o r
open v e rd ic t (w here  th e re  is in s u ffic ie n t evidence fo r  any 
o th e r  ve rd ic t).

23.2  A lte rn a tiv e ly , th e  co rone r can g ive a na rra tive  ve rd ic t w h ich  
sets o u t th e  fa c ts  su rround ing  th e  d ea th  in m ore  d e ta il and 
exp la ins th e  reasons fo r  th e  decis ion.

2 4 . W h a t  i f  f u t u r e  d e a th s  m a y  b e  p re v e n te d ?

24.1 5 o m e tim e s  an inq u e s t w il l  show  th a t  so m e th in g  cou ld  be 
done  to  p re ven t o th e r  deaths. If so, a t th e  end o f  th e  inquest 
th e  co ro ne r m a y  announce  th a t  he o r she w il l  d ra w  th is  to  th e  
a tte n t io n  o f  any person o r o rgan isa tion  th a t  m ay  have th e  pow er 
to  take  a c tio n . Th is is so m e th in g  re fe rred  to  as a “ Rule 43  R eport" 
-  as th e  p o w e r to  m ake such a re p o rt is fo u n d  in Rule 43  o f  th e  
C oroners Rules 1984 . This Rule w as s ig n ific a n tly  changed in 2 0 08 .
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N o w  anyone  w h o  receives such a re p o rt m u s t send th e  co rone r a 
w r it te n  response. These reports , and th e  responses to  th e m , are 
cop ied  to  a ll in te res ted  persons and to  th e  Lord C hancellor.
A  su m m ary  o f  th e  repo rts  is pub lished  tw ic e  a year, by th e  
M in is try  o f  Justice.

2 5 , W h a t  c a n  y o u  d o  i f  y o u  a re  d is s a t is f ie d  w i t h  t h e  

o u tc o m e  o f  a n  in q u e s t?

25.1 It is possib le  to  cha llenge  co roners ' decis ions and inquest 
ve rd ic ts , b u t th e  g rounds fo r  d o in g  so are co m p le x  and advice 
shou ld  be so u g h t fro m  a law ye r w ith  expertise  in th is  area o f  th e  
law. A n a p p lica tio n  m ay  be m ade to  th e  H igh  C o u rt fo r  Judicia l 
rev iew  o f  a decis ion, b u t th is  m u s t n o rm a lly  be done w ith in  th ree  
m o n th s  o f  c o m p le tio n  o f  th e  inquest. There is a separate  pow er 
under w h ich  th e  A tto rn e y -G e n e ra l m ay  in it ia te  an a p p lica tio n  to  
th e  H igh  C o u rt fo r  an inques t to  be he ld  if  a co rone r has neglected 
o r refused to  ho ld  one, o r fo r  a n o th e r inquest to  be he ld on  th e  
g rounds th a t  i t  is necessary o r desirab le  (e.g. because new  evidence 

has com e  to  lig h t) .

2 6 . Is i t  p o s s ib le  t o  o b ta in  a re c o rd  o f  t h e  in q u e s t?

26.1 O nce an inques t has been co m p le te d , a p ro p e rly  in te res ted  
person m ay  a p p ly  to  see th e  no tes o f  evidence, any d o cu m e n t 
p u t in evidence a t th e  inquest, o r a copy  o f any p o s t-m o rte m  
e xa m in a tio n  re p o rt. Copies m a y  be o b ta ined  fo llo w in g  p a ym e n t o f 
a fee to  th e  coroner. The no tes m a y  be in th e  fo rm  o f  a tra n sc r ip t 
fro m  a ta p e -re co rd in g  o r th e  co roner's  ow n  notes. The coroner's  
no tes m ay  n o t be a fu ll,  ve rb a tim  record.
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27. W i l l  t h e  in q u e s t  b e  r e p o r te d  b y  t h e  m e d ia ?

271 A ll inquests m u s t be he ld in p u b lic  in accordance w ith  th e  
p rinc ip le  o f  open ju s tice , and so m em bers o f  th e  pub lic  and 
jo u rn a lis ts  have th e  r ig h t to , and indeed may, a tte n d  (a lth ou g h  
parts o f  a ve ry  s m a ll n u m be r o f  inquests m ay be he ld in p riva te  fo r  
n a tio n a l se cu rity  reasons). W h e th e r jo u rn a lis ts  a tte n d  a p a rticu la r 
inques t -  and w h e th e r th e y  re p o rt on i t  - is a m a tte r  fo r  th e m . If 
any such re p o rt is fa ir  and accu ra te  i t  ca n n o t be used to  sue fo r  
d e fa m a tio n .

27.2 Those w o rk in g  on  new spapers o r m agazines ab ide  by 
th e  E d ito r's  Code o f Practice, uphe ld  by th e  Press C om p la in ts  
C om m iss ion , w h ich  sets o u t th e  gu idance  fo r  p r in t jo u rn a lis ts  
in th e  UK. The Code, w h ich  can be seen a t w w w .pcc .o rg .uk , has 
requ irem en ts  on  accuracy, p rivacy  and d isc rim in a tio n . I t  also 
has spec ific  ru les in cases invo lv ing  g r ie f and shock. For instance, 
p u b lica tio n  in such c ircum stances m u s t be hand led  sens itive ly  
and, w hen  re p o rtin g  suicide, care shou ld  be taken to  avo id 
excessive d e ta il a b o u t th e  m e th o d  used.

27.3 The Press C om p la in ts  C om m iss ion  (PCC) m o s tly  deals w ith  
c o m p la in ts  a b o u t pub lished  m a te ria l. H ow ever, i t  can a lso he lp  
to  p reven t phys ica l ha rassm ent by jo u rn a lis ts  and w il l  som e tim es  
be ab le to  assist w ith  p rob lem s re la ted  to  m a te ria l th a t  has n o t 
y e t appeared in p rin t. Its s ta ff are a lw ays happy to  discuss m a tte rs  
in fo rm a lly ; th e  PCC can be co n ta c te d  on ®  0 2 0  7831 0 0 2 2  o r 
0 8 4 5  6 0 0  2757. I t  a lso opera tes an o u t-o f-h o u rs  n u m be r f o r  
e m e rg e n c ie s  o n ly  (07659  152656).

27.4 Suicide no tes and persona l le tte rs  w il l  n o t usua lly  be read 
o u t a t th e  inquest, unless th e  co ro ne r decides i t  is im p o r ta n t 
to  do  so. If th e y  are read o u t, th e ir  co n te n ts  m a y  be reported . 
A lth o u g h  eve ry  a tte m p t is m ade to  avo id  any upse t to  people 's
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p riva te  lives, som e tim es , in th e  in te re s t o f ju s tice , i t  is unavo idab le . 
P hotographs taken  o f  th e  deceased and o f th e  scene o f  dea th  m ay 
a lso fo rm  p a rt o f  th e  evidence presented in cou rt.

2 8 .  W h a t  a b o u t  o t h e r  p ro c e e d in g s ?

28.1 A ny c iv il p roceedings w il l  n o rm a lly  fo llo w  th e  inquest. W hen 
a ll th e  fac ts  a b o u t th e  cause o f  d e a th  are know n  i t  is possible th a t 
c iv il p roceedings m ay be b ro u g h t and a c la im  fo r  dam ages made.
A  law yer's  advice shou ld  be so u g h t a b o u t th e  t im e  lim its  and 
procedures th a t  apply. Inquest evidence ca n n o t be used d ire c tly  
in o th e r  proceedings.

2 9 . R ig h ts  o f  p r o p e r ly  in t e r e s t e d  p e rs o n s , in c lu d in g  

b e re a v e d  p e o p le ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p ro c e s s

29.1 Essentially, p ro p e rly  in te res ted  persons a t an inquest have 
th e  righ t:

•  to  be to ld  th e  da te , t im e  and place o f  th e  inquest i f  one 

is needed; and
•  to  q u es tion  w itnesses a t th e  inquest, o r  have a lega lly  

q u a lifie d  rep resen ta tive  do  so.

29.2 Bereaved peop le  m ay  also:

•  ask th e  co roner, via th e  fu n e ra l d irec to r, fo r  reasonable 
access to  see th e  bo dy  be fo re  i t  is released fo r  th e  fune ra l;

•  ask th e  co ro ne r fo r  a co p y  o f  th e  p o s t-m o rte m  
e xa m in a tio n  re p o rt ( fo r  w h ic h  a fee  m ay  be payable), o r 
to  arrange fo r  i t  to  be seen free  o f  charge; and

•  ask th e  co ro ne r a b o u t a separate  p o s t-m o rte m  
e xa m in a tio n . The costs o f  th is  e xa m in a tio n , in c lu d in g  any 
fee o f  th e  reg istered  m ed ica l p ra c tit io n e r and m o rtu a ry  
charges, w o u ld  have to  be se lf-funded .
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3 0 .  H o w  c a n  y o u  f in d  o u t  f u r t h e r  in f o r m a t io n ?

30.1 You can o b ta in  m ore  in fo rm a tio n , in c lu d in g  de ta ils  o f  any 
lo ca lly -o p e ra te d  ‘C oroner's  C harte r', fro m  y o u r loca l coroner's  
o ffice . This is usua lly  lis ted  in th e  te le p h o n e  d ire c to ry  o r on th e  
w eb s ite  o f  th e  lo ca l a u th o r ity  fo r  th e  area. A lte rn a tive ly , yo u r 
lo ca l po lice , h o sp ita l o r C itizens A dvice Bureau w il l  be ab le  to  te l l  
yo u  w he re  th e  o ffic e  is s itua ted .

30 .2  A  fu r th e r  source o f  genera l in fo rm a tio n  is th e  pre -recorded  
M e tro p o lita n  Police B ereavem ent In fo rm a tio n  Line on
@  0 8 0 0  032  9 9 9 6 . This is ava ilab le  to  lis ten  to  24  hours a day.

30 .3  Jobcentre  Plus pub lish  a b o o k le t W h a t to  do  a f te r  a dea th  in  
E ng land  a n d  W ales, (D W P 1027) w h ich  covers lega l and bene fits  
procedures. Registrars o f  b irth s  and deaths w il l  g ive a copy  to  
peop le  w h o  reg is te r a dea th , and coroners m ay m ake copies 
ava ilab le  to  bereaved fam ilies . The b o o k le t can be v iew ed o n line  
a t: h ttp ://w w w .d w p .g o v .u k /p u b lic a tio n s /c a ta lo g u e -o f-  
in fo rm a t io n /a ll-p ro d u c ts /

3 0 .4  F u rthe r in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t coroners, d ea th  re g is tra tio n  and 
re la ted  m a tte rs  are ava ilab le  o n lin e  a t w w w .d ire c t.g o v .u k .

30 .5  If yo u  have any genera l queries a b o u t th e  co n te n ts  o f  
th is  le a fle t please e m a il coroners@ justice.gsi.gov.uk o r phone 

S  0 2 0  3 3 3 4  3555 .
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