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MS Dannii Minogue com-
plainediothePressComplaints
CommissionthroughHackford
Jones PR thatanarticle head-
lined “X Factor Danniiis preg-
nant”, published in the Daily
Record on 9 Janiuary 2010,
intrudedintoherprivatelifein
breach of Clause 3 {Privacy) of
the Editors’ Code of Practice.
The complaintwasupheld.
ThearticlereporiedthatMs
Minoguewasexpectinga baby
withherboyfriend, Kris Srnith.
‘Thecomplainant’srepresenta-
tive said that she had not yet
hadher 12-weekscanatthetime
of publication, and the
newspaper had known this.
Nonetheless, it had gone
ahead to publish the story
which represented a gross
intrusion into her private life.
The newspaper said that it
was aware of the general “first
~n" rule in regard ro preg-
+y. However,thenews ofthe
nancyhadbeeninthepub-
11c domain before publication,
appearing on the Faded Youth
blogandontheSydneyMorning
Herald website the previous
day. In those circumstances,
thenewshadalreadyceasedto
be private. The newspaper
argued that information is
either “in” or “not in” the public
domain; it cannot be partially
inthe publicdomain. Nonethe-
less, thenewspaperwas happy
to publish an apology to the
complainant, as a gesture of
goodwill.
Adjudication
The Commission’s case law
on this matter is absolutely
clear: “As a mater of common
sense newspapers and maga-
zines shouldnotrevealnewsof
anindividual’spregnancywith-
outconsentbeforethe12-week
scan, unlesstheinformationis
knowntosuchanextent thatit

canreveal complicationsrelat-
ingtotheheaithofthebabyand
theviabilityof thepregnancy.
For the newspaper to justify,
publicationonthisoccasion, it
would have toargue that the
referencesinthe SydneyMorn-
ingHerald andonline - which
were, inanyevent, speculative
adeit"perverse” foritnotto
referred tothepregnancy.
.5 was manifestlyanunten-
ableargumentandwasrejected
bythe Commission. The Code
specificallyrequires the Com-
mission to have regard to the
“extent” towhich theinforma-
tion has previously appeared.
Thiswasnomore thancommon
sense:otherwise, anyreference
online would represent
automatic justification for a
newspapertopublishotherwise
intrusive material.
On this occasion, the Com-
mission considered that the
articleconstitutedaregrettable
lapse in editorial judgement
at the newspaper. It had no
hesitation in upholding the
complaint.

V-sign Louis
is cleared

TELLY watchdogs Ofcom
yesterdayrejected complaints
over the V-sign Louis Walsh
flashed at X Factor viewers
who booed hisact, Jedward.
Ofcom received 279 com-
plaints about Louis’s gesture,
but ruled thatit was “fleeting
and unclear”and “would not
have upset most peopte”.

HEROQ: Brees with trophy

IF Brad Pitt and Angelina
Jolie wanted to convince
the world that they're
not about to split, they
couldn’t have picked a
motre public place te do it.

The megastar couple looked
more like love-struck teenagers
than warring Hollywood
giants as they cheered the
New Orleans Saints ta victory
inthe Super Bowl.

Brad stroked Angelina’s back
and nuzzled her neck as they
chatted 1o palsin the stands. And

MIAMULNICE: Rumonrsofa
splitwere denied and the
goldericouple seemedto
) i 4

By Danielle Gusmaroli
reporlers@dailyrecord.co.uk

as star quarterback Drew Brees
led the Saints to a shock triumph
over the Indianapolis Colts,
“Brangelina” heldhandsand gazed
lovinglyintoeach other's eyes.
Rumours have been rife in
Hollywood for weeks that Brad, 46,
and Angelina, 34, are to separate.

But ane onlooker at Sunday

night's game in Miama said:
“Split? Itlooked morelike a date.”
Brad and Angelina took in the
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game - or at least some of it -
withson Maddox, eight.

1t was the couple’s _
first public appearance
together since the split
rumours surfaced.

Bradand Angelinaare
to sue a downmarket
Sunday rabloid which
claimed they were
dividing their assets
and agreeing custody
oftheirsixchildren.

Their lawyers, Schitl-
ings, said the claims were
“falseandintrusive”.
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