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‘The weather may have been a bit warmer and the raii

Middle-class students

face £7,000

Jagk Grimston

STUDENTS from middle-class
families may be dénied grants
and cheap foans and be charged
higher tuition fees undéra “dou-
ble whammy” to be considered
by & governinent review of uni-
versity funding.

1t could add fizarly £7,000 a
year tothe costof university for
4 student froya family with sn
1o of £50,000 4 Vesr.

The higher chatges are being
advocated after Lord Mandel-
soty; the first secrétary of state;
announced £650m of ‘Cuts to
higher education, Costs are
expected 1o inciéase; whoever
swirts the getierat election

Lord Browre; the chairman
of the government review, has
the:task of produeing more
money for iiniversities without

teams of sculpiors tonk part in'a car i
but these two budding artises jolned in thé fui,
inning a penglin bt of a block vf ice.

fell, but that did niot deter seulptorsand visitors fo the
Lontlon toe Festival at Danary Whatt Five

i i to the taxpayer and
15 expected to look favourably
‘Shicuts to what gitics elaim are
roiddle-elass subsidies.

‘The Conservitives are also

expected th favour: catting
grants and Joans for those on
highier incomes ‘after George
Osborne, the shadow charcel-
168, said Jast week thaf the pai~
ty wold slash benéfies for the
better-off to tackle the public-
sector deficit.

1r-additios; Brovne, who

“will veport afterthe election
hagcone nder pressutetovec:
onifnend Taising annual -t
ot fees to at'least £5,000 frofm
{hé present ceilinig of £3,525:
Crities of ithe grantsiand
loans systesn == Which subsidis:
&5 students on family Ihcomes
of 1ip to £60; believe some

laans ta cover tuition fees: 1
addition; those: on family
Ancomes:of £25,000 may tow
Slaim grants for living costs of
£2,906 anid 1oans of £3,467,
Even:those on iicomes of
£50,070:660,000 are entitled to
1oaxis of at least £3,564 & year,
h nOW SeEn'as

of the roniey shotild g0 to poor-

e students and sorie 0 tniver:

sity coffers to help feconp the

Maridelson cuts:
g >

CARIIETHE YEAR 0

mﬁg‘fﬁhﬁﬁgﬁ
i U MR B

» TEST DRIVE THE EXTRAOADINARY L JAGUAR.COIUK/ME

It takes an extraordinary car to wir this
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We've wor it three times in a row.

Jdegusris proud teannounce thaet i€ has worn the 2070
BEST EXECUTIVE CAR sward frorm What Car? Justlike

i did 2009 ARd 2008 Naw rraking it over B0 intéraational
BwErds T total. WHich 18 fiot surpirising, considering the XF's
besutiful design, powearful yet efficient ergire, anda

host of lisurious standard féstures vou worit Find standard

i other lusury ssldons. Plus an extraordinary price.:

award.

‘on grants and loans will hiave as
much importance. for - family
finances s increases in fees <
iniote. thaty half the average
£23,000 student debt ‘derives
frot liviig ‘costs, and aceotn-
miodation fees are tising at ai
estirnated 10% a year.

“That is the issue = that in
the design of the student loang
systern; whether wé lost sight
of dirécting it at those families
that were most in need,” said
paul wellirigs, vice-charicellor
of Lancaster University 4nd
chiirean of the 1994 Group of
research inistitutions. “The sub-
sidy falls virtually on évérybody
rather than being diretted
the very poorest families.”

Steve . Smith; president of
Universities UK, added: *{Usi-
versities] get what is left after
students Yeceive their Support.

*pulling back support’ te
those on higher incomes is ah
obvious area {to recoip mon-
eyl The cutrent arfangernents
are -z major -subsidy to the
middlé class as it comes out of
taxpayers’ receipts,”

The strongest opposition to
cutting grants und loans has
corne from the Million+ grovp
of pew universities, which
believes they should instead be
extended to part-time stus
dénts. Only those on full-time
‘cotifses dre cifrertly covired,

Browng will dlso consider
plans to tlaw more rioney back
by ending subsidised interest
tates, which reduce the smoint
praduates have w'pay back.

‘The taxpayer loses ong thiird
of all the mogéy given out in
studeit loang because of sub-
sidised ititerest ftes. This pro-
posal ‘will be présented to
Browne by Proféssor Nickiolag
Barr of the London School of
Economics, who designed the
present funding system.

‘Barr also supports restricting
grants to families on incomes
of 1ess than about £25,000,

Miteds of th crisis in wiver-
sity funding 'was caused when
Gordon Brown canfie to’ power
in 2007 and increased the esi-
titlerments to student support
of fatilies ofi middle iricomes.
Al stidénts are ehiitled to

1l
inereasingly unaffordable; tak-
iig 285 of all higher education
inding

Howgever, Stith waitied that
thie povernment shiould not rely
‘o chariges to gianits; Joans and |
fegsto fill the gap cavsed by the
stashing of higher eduication

fanding:

"‘(Thl?egi; think they cab make
the'spendinig cits because Lord
Browne will ¢ome v with an
answer,” said Sriith. “1'am not
cléar thiat he will”

Sraticuls

Universities are
preparingiostash
académicstaft and
EBLIFSES t0 Gope With
deep governmenit
spendinig cuts;
threatening studernits
with'soaring clags sizes
and puorer teaching

Thestaff reductions;
soie of which had begtn
before Lord Mandetson
reeantly confifmed cuts
of £850m i higher
edtisation spending, will
hitinstitutionsincluding
Leeds; Bristol, Imperial
Cotlege London,

Kinig's Callege London,
Shetfisld and Sussex.

Even scisnte colrses,
which the governinent
hag pledged toprotect, a5
‘well 25 subjects such ds
madern langisges, are
facing significant otis.

‘The University and
College Linion fias warned
thatnore thien 14,000
jobis inay be atrisk,

Néxt morith, the
government’s funding
couricil will tellzach
university iaw much
mipney it has lost.

Parn Tatlow, the chief ekecu-
tive of Millioh+, said: “Studeénts
anid the fees review cannot be
expected to square the circle of
spending cuts either through
teductions ini student support
orinereases ifi fees.”

Be ufriid, parents;
News Review, piige 9

R R,
Press Complaints Commission

Mirs Deborsh Ruridle com-
plainéd to the Press Corplaints
Cormirnission that an approach
By 5 reporter:to her daughter
aftér the death of her son raised
abreach of clause 5 (intrusion
into grief of shock) of the Edi-
tofs’ Codeof Practice:

The cormplaint was upheld.

The "éomplainant’s - son;
Toby, had died at university on
Ottober 8, 2008, arid there was
speculation that hé. had Gaken
‘his pwn ife Mrs Rimdle com:
plained that coverage of the
incidént in The Sinday Times
Was Miaccifate and ifiSerisitive,

whilé the POC InVestigation
Was Ongoing; another reporter
frofm the ‘paper contacted the
coiplainant’s’ " daughter
through Facebook. She in-
formed the teportér that the
family did niot wish t6 spealé i
Vigw of the Sngoing complaint.
‘the Teporter then ssled about
the details of the complaint,
sending & eopy of the atticle to
the complamant’s daughter 50
‘she could highlight what was
wrorg with it This upset Mrs
Rundle’s daughiter.

The managing editor apolo-
gised {ot this second approach,
explaining that the reporter was
4 {réelrice aAnd Was nnawaré of
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Ehe PCC; coriplaint, However,
e accéptéd that the teporter
shotild ot have continted giies-
toting Mrs Rindle’s daughter

otice the complaint had been
rientioned, The reporter shider-
stood her érro and apologised
{oy it Nothifig froni the corre-
spondenice would bé used it any
future article: Additionally; all
section editors and deptities hid
been alerted to the eomplaint
#nd told not fo contact the farn:
ily. The paper also offered to
sénd a private letter of apology
o thie family.

Adjudication

1t ‘was regrettable that  vom-
mithication failire st the news:
paper resulted in & further
approach being made to the
Farnily -despite the {act:that
there was an outétanding com-
plaint about the previons cover:
age: 1 would also have been
sensible for the réporter niot to
have parsued the maiter di
rectly withMrs Rudle’s dangh-
tey onice the complaint: had
Beeti brought to her attention.
The cormbination of thesé two
factors led the commission to
cofclude that the handling of
this approach was intrusive in
breach of clause s, and the com-
plaint was upheld on ‘this

point.

A further complaiiit algs
‘an article headlinied “Harry €te 9
ter studerit found Hangéd'in
i Oxford room’s published in
‘the Sunday Times on October.
11;2009, Was niot upheld.
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